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EDUCATION OFFICE, 

Fbederioton, N. B. 

Hon. Qeobqe L. Hathewat, 

Provincial Secretary. 

Sir, 

I' beg to forward herewith, to be laid before His Excellency 
the Lieutenant Grovemor, a Report gf- the Parish and Grammar 
Sclicx)ls for the year "k^iX^r: • "'. ' 

I have ihefiioii^ 

\ i ;• V Totit obedient servant, 

THEODORE H. RAND. 
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REPORT 

OV THB 

CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

FOR THE YEAi ENDING 30i« &EPT. 1871. , 



To His Excellency the Honorable Lemud AUan WUrriotJ D. C. Jj., Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of New Brunswickj ^c. ^c. ^c. 

MjLT IT PMASfi Ti)UB EXCBLLKNCT, — 

Having entered upon the discharge of the duties connected with the Edu- 
cation Office on the 14th of September, I think it proper to confine this 
Eeport to the prcEfentation of the Statistics of the year then drawing to a 
close. The press of duties connected with the introduction of the Conunon 
Schools Act passed at the last Session of the Legislature, forbids any ex- 
haustive digest of theee Statistics. The following Abstract presents the 
leadifig facts : — 

Schools and Pupils. 
JVo. Parish Schools in operation-^ 



1«71— Winter Term, 
1870 Do 


872 , ^ Summer Term, 


898 
888 


Increase, 


..; ' -. .47:'* Increase, 


10 


PupUs Begisiered — 






1871— Winter Term, 
1870 Do. 


.,„ . .82,0'25* ' Summer Term, 
... 80,693 J>o. 


... 83,297 
... 83,627 


Increase, 


... 1,332 Decrease, 


330 



Proportion of Population Registered at the Parish Schools — 
1871— Winter Term, ... 1 in 8.92 Summierr Term, 



1 in 8.59 



No. Pupils daily present at Parish Schools on an average for the time in Session- 

17,761 



1871— Winter Term, 
1&70 Do. .... 

Increase, 



Summer Term, 
16,625 Do. 

Ij046 Increase, .. 



17,755 
17,610 

145 



No. of Pupils daily present per lOT) Registered — 

1871— Winter Term, ... 54.99 Summer Term, 



1870 



Do. 
laereaaa, 



58.78 
1.21 



Do. 
Increase, 



63.06 
52.50 

56 
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Tbachbrs Employed. 






First Class— 




Males. 




Females. ' 


1871— Winter Term, ;.. 


... 


105 


... ... 


... 151 


1870 Do. 


... 


104 


... ... 


... 115 


Increase, 


•• 


1 


Increase, 


86 


1871— Summer Tei^, 


... 


101 


*.. ... 


... 159 


1870 Do. 


... ' 


114 


... ... 


... 146 


Decrease, 


... 


18 


Increase, 


18 


Second Class — 










1871— Winter Term, 


••• 


148 


... ... 


... 169 


1870 Do. 


... 


166 


... ... 


... 154 


Decrease, 


... 


8 


Increase, 


16 


1871— Summer Term, 


... 


130 


... ... 


... 195 


1870 Do. 


... 


138 


.^. ... 


... 186 


Decrease,* 


;:•••:••- 


• .' 8 . 


Increase, 


9 


• 






^'•v/ 




Third Class— 


• • 




•• • 




1871— Winter Term, 




• • • • r» • 

:-i«..'7 


••. ... 


... 187 


1870 Do. 


• -It'' 


• isi"-. ■ 


.. ... 


... 171 


Decrease, 


... 


5 


Increase, 


16 








' 




1871 — Summer Term, 


.•• 


134 


.... ... 


... 213 


1870 Do. 


•?• 


147 


• «•• ... 


... 196 


Decrease, 


... 


13 


Increase, 


17 


Total No. of Teachers employed — 










1871— Winter Term, 


••• 


402 


••. ... 


,.. 507 


1870 Do. 


... 


414 


... ... 


... 440 


Decrease, 


... 


12 


Increase, 


... 67 


1871— Summer Term, 


... 


365 


... ... 


... 567 


1870 Do. 


... 


399 


... ... 


... 628 



Decrease, 



34 



Increase, 



89 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1871 EEPORT ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Salabibs of Pabish School Teaohbbs. 

From Government. From Local Sources. 

1871— $90,933 67 1871— »118,545 00 

1870 88,390 50 1870 114,079 62 



Increase, $2,543,17 Increase,. $4,465 38 

Total Salaries from Government and Local Sources, 1871, $209,478 67 
" " " 1870, 202,470 12 

Increase, , $7,008 55 

The foregoing Statistics do not include the Grammar Schools, reported 
in Table G. 

^e Inspectors being exclnsively employed by the Board of Education m 
the work of dividing the Province into School Districts, to meet the require- 
inent9 of the Common .Schools Act coming into operation on the 1st of 
January, have been unable to present their usual Annual Reports. The 
Eeport of the Principal of the Training School will be found annexed. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

THEODORE H. RAJTD. 
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TRAINING AND MODEL SCHOOLS. 



Females. 


Total. 


20 


24 


83 


86 


31 


42 


87 


48 


lilt. 


Rom. CMhoUc 




14 



\ 



FredericUmj 1872. 
' Sir, — ^I beg to submit the following Report of th^ Training and Model 
Schools for the year ending October 1871 : — 

le— TRAINING SCHOOL. 

Enrolment of Students. 

Males. 

October 1870, 4 

January 1871, 8 

April " ... ^ 11 

August '^ ... ... ... ... 11 

BeHgious l)mommaHon. 

Baptist. Presbyterian. Ch. of England. Metl 

48 85 28 26 

Classijicaiion. 
At the close of each Term, the Students were examined by the Chief 
Superintendent or his Deputy, on the subjects prescribed by the Board of 
Education, ^nd were awarded Licenses according to their respective merits. 
The following table exhibits the result of the examinations : — 

n 

January 1871.^Fir8t Class Licenses, 

do. ... 

do. 

do. ... ... 

do. 

do. ... ... 

do. ... ... 

do. ... ... 

do. * ... .*» 

do. ... 

QO. ... ... 

dO. ... ... 

29 121 150 

JDeimls of Imtructim. 

Though the special object of a Training and Model School is to impart a 

theoretical and practical knowledge of the profession of teaching, it is by no 

means its distinction to be thus exclusively occupied, nor indeed to be occu- 

^pied with only the advanced parts of common education. The primary 

|branches generally claim, for a time at least, the greatest share of attention. 
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Females. 


TotaL 
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10 TRAINING AND MODEL SCHOOLS. 1871 

The more advanced Students, however, besides perfecting their acquaint- 
ance with these, were initiated in some subjects of which they professed no 
knowledge, but which were almost equally necessary to be known. Direct 
instruction was accordingly given for several hours each day in the follow- 
ing branches : — 

Reading, — ^Instruction, imitation and practice were combined in teaching 
this subject, and the same mode was pursued as the Students were recom- 
mended to adopt in their own Schools. At the commencement of each 
Term> a lecture was given on the elements which constitute intelligent and 
expressive reading, with a view not only of assisting the Student in the 
preparation of his lesson, but of enabling him to deal intelligently with 
errors made in the class. 

Spelling, — A practical knowledge of orthography being more readily ac- 
quired by means of dictation exercises than by the mere oral rehearsal of the 
letters of the words, the former mode was generally adopted ; the various 
written exercises also afforded means of instruction, and even transcription 
exercises were occasionally exacted from the more deficient. It should 
be observed here, however, that the entrance examinations of last year wit- 
nessed to a decided improvement in the matter of orthography. 

Writing. — Besides systematic instructiou in this branch, the students were 
required to write at home one page of text-hand daily, in No. 8 of the Pro- 
gressive Copy Book Series, and to submit it for inspection. The errors 
were then pointed out, and a line written on the blackboard with special 
reference to those errors. 

Arithmetic — Principles and Practice. Mental Arithmetic — ^As mental cal- 
culations depend much on the ability to combine numbers rapidly, and to 
detect their relations, the time devoted to this subject was chiefly occupied 
by analyses of numbers, which form a sure basis on which to build up rapid 
and correct calculations. 

Grammar. — The principles of Grammar, with the outlines of its develop- 
ment, were given in a course of oral lessons, as also the principles of the 
analysis of sentences. Exercises in parsing, analyzing, and paraphrasing, 
were prescribed from Milton's Paradise Lost. The principles of synthesis, 
as far as compound sentences, were also given in connection with this 
subject. 

Geography and uie of the Globes. — General principles ; General features and 
divisions of Europe, America, and Africa; Map-Drawing. 

History. — Outlines of British History, with oral lessons on the History of 
British America. 

Mathematies. — ^Very little instruction has hitherto been given in this branch, 
but the wise Kegulation of the Board which provides for an extension of the 
Term, will enable the Institution to embrace this subject, as well as some 
others, in its curriculum. 
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1871 ' TRAINING AND MODEL SCHOOLS. 11 

Professional Instruction. 
The instraction in the art of Teaching and School Management was pro- 
vided for in three ways-r-by lectures, by example, and by practice. 

L Lectures.— One hour each day was allotted to a course of lectures, 
embracing — 

1. The Child as the subject of Education. — As it is important that those who 
have to influence mind through the agency of mind should know something 
of its operations, attention was first directed to the well established results 
in mental science, and the uses to be made of them in the education of 
children. The importance of educating the senses and training the powers 
of observation, through object lessons, also received special attention. With 
respect to the moral powers, it was recommended that they should be early 
and practically exercised ; that means should be provided for acting out 
right feelings by examples of reverence, kindness, purity, and uprightness. 
Physical exercises, regulated according to the varying developments of the 
child, were recommended, and some specific directions given with illustra- 
tions. 

2. Methods, — Before describing the application of the principles to the 
divisions of elementary instruction, the general relations of the principles 
themselves were considered. The adoption of the analytic and synthetic 
methods was determined by a consideration of the mental development of 
the pupil, and his progress in the particular subject of study. The respec- 
tive merits and defects of the individual, and simultaneous systems, were dis- 
cussed, and resulted in a recommendation to combine both modes in certain 
kinds of instruction, but never to adopt the latter to such an extent as to 
prevent the Teacher from educing the individuality of the pupil. These 
principles were then illustrated by details of their application to the teach- 
ing of the Alphabet, Reading, Grammar, Geography, Arithmetic, and all 
the subjects of instruction commonly taught in elementary Schools. 

3. School Organization,^ The principles of the arrangement and classifi- 
cation of pupils ; time-tables, their uses and principles of construction ; 
School Registers and their uses, were explained and illustrated. 

4. Discipline: Theory of Hewards and Punishments, — ^It was maintained 
that Teachers were entitled to employ both rewards and punishments, these 
varying however with the moral development of the subject ; being iname- 
diate and tangible, or more remote and less material, according as that de- 
vevelopment was imperfect or more oearly approaching maturity. The 
cases in which corporal punishment might be resorted to were examined. 
Inquiry was made into the personal, moral and intellectual qu£|,lities neces- 
sary in the Teacher exercising discipline ; and also in connection with this 
subject, inquiry was made into the various qualities whiqh it should be hia 
endeavour to ^evelope in the children u^der his care, 

Written exercises on the subjects discussed were required weekly from 
the Students, and were foupd highly beneficial ; not only as a^ording prac- 
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12 TRAINING AND MODEL SCHOOLS. 1871 

tice in composition, spelling, &c., but as tending to stimulate their thinking 
powers, and to impart an elevated tone to their professional pursuits. 

n. Example. — Various causes combined to prevent the Students frouk 
witnessing the operations in the Model School so frequently as might have 
been desirable. The limited period of attendance and the great number of 
subjects under consideration, necessarily required them to devote by far the 
greq.test portion of their time to direct instruction in the Training School. 
The recent changes however in the Model School and other Schools in the 
City, and the extension of the Term, will henceforth afford the Students 
greater facilities for learning something of their profession, by more fre- 
quently witnessing the practice of skilled Teachers. 

in. Praotiob. — ^The original constitution of the Model School was such 
that the practice it afforded did not seem to compensate for the time spent 
in it, but about a twelve months ago a change was made by dividing it into 
three grades. Shortly afterwards, a different mode was adopted for giving 
the Students the necessary praptice. They were once a week divided into 
three groups corresponding to the three grades in the School, and detached 
to the different departments. Four or five were employed successively 
in teaching some subject prescribed on the previous day, while the others 
were employed in noting down what they considered the defects or merits 
of the lesson, embracing points of method, manner, matter, and order. At 
the conclusion of these exercises the Students adjourned to their own roona, 
and in turn gave their opinions on the performance of their fellow Students. 
When the other Teachers of the Institution had expressed their views relative 
to the lessons, observations were made by the Principal, first on the critic 
cisms of the observers, and then on the general points of excellence or defect 
which characterized the lesson. Another mode of improving the practice 
was by means of lessons given by the Students in turn to all the rest, fol- 
lowed by a criticism embracing the same points as before. It should be 
observed that these criticisnis did not call forth any ill feeling, but were 
invariably given ^nd received in the best spirit. 

2.— MODEL SCHOOL. 

The three Departments into which the Model School was divided, werfe 
very efficiently taught by their respective Teachers. Mr. M*Innis, besides 
conducting the Senior Department, rendered very great service to the whole 
Institution by his methodical lessons in physical exercises, and by the care 
which he bestowed upon the pupils of the other Departments in teaching 
them singing. With reference to the Junior and Primary Departments, I 
am happy to be able to say that their condition and progress bore ample 
testimony to the skill and diligence of the young ladies, Miss Treadwell 
and Miss Tweedie, y^ho conducted them. 

The whole number of pupils on the Register during the year was 150. 
The average attendance was 86. One of the Departments — the Senior-— Ixas 
j^een discontini^ed ^ji|ice the Q.Q)3imon Schools Act came into operation, and 
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1871 TRAINING AND MODEL* SCHOOLS. 18 

the other two have been partially placed under the control of the Frederic- 
ton Board of Trustees ; this control however will not interfere with the 
special character and design of the School. 

Before closing this Report, I regret to have to record the loss the Insti- 
tution has suffered in the death of Miss Alline, a young lady who united 
rare qualifications for her work, to an unwearied devotion to the best inter- 
ests of her pupils. Her memory will be long and fondly cherished by all 
who enjoyed the benefit of her valuable instruction. The vacancy thus 
made was filled up by the appointment of Miss Gregory. This lady entered 
upon her duties on the first of August, and has proved a worthy successor 
to the late lamented Miss Alline. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

WM. CROCKET, Principal 

Thsodo&s H. Rand, Esq., M. A., Chief Superintendent. 
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SUPERIOR SCHOOLS, AS EMBODIED IN TABLE A, 



LOCALITY- 



COUNTY. 



Albert,.. 



Carlcrton, . 



Charloue, . 



Kent,. 



King's,.. 



Northamberrd 



Queen's, . 



Restigoache, . 
St. John, 



Sunbury,. 



'WestmorUnd, 



PARISH- 



TEACHEKS. 



NAMES. 



RELIO. DENOM. 



m 



u 
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'C 
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>* 




X 
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ai 


a. 



COUPKRSATIOll. 



TOfky af.f t«f « r 



Coverdale <. 
UiUttboro' . 



R,ichraond 

Wnketield 

Wiliiiot 

Wooddtock ... 

St. Andrews . . . 



Richibueto 



David B. While. 
Kachel Mowatt, Ass' 



Norton 
Sussex 



Derby 

Newcastle. 



Cambridge 
(THgetown .. 
Haiiip^ttead 
Johiitfton . . 



Addington 

Lancaster . . • • . 

Portland 

<t. John No. I . 
St. John No. 2 . 



i.lissville ••.. 
y augerville . . 

D.rchester .. 

M<<ncton •••• 



Sa« kviile 
Sal sbury 



Sheliac 

Wtstmorland 



Oat terbury 
Do iglas,.,, 
St. Mary's. y 



Tobias Addy 

Chipman Bishop I 

Isabella Monks, Ass't j 



Ivory Kilburn*. 

W. W. B And«fr*on . 
Kirhard Wheeler. ... 
William M'lntoith ... 



■■.I 



George A If. Coates •• ) 
U Williston, Aas't .. j 

Cliflbrd B. Freeman.. 1 
Amelia Baxter. Ans't J 
Samuel C. Wilbur 
Mary E. Pavi 
C. Kaymond 

William W. Allen 
John Seivewright. 
William : 
C. Alexander, 



Vilbur ..) 
iris. and.. > 
, Ass'ts.. J 

TT. Allen .... 
ivewright.... ] 

KuKcell, and > 
ander, As;»'ts j 



Willard E. MIntyre, . 
R. H. MAIpine. A. B . 
Nehemiah Ayer. A. B.. 
El. Armstrong, M. D. . 

Charles N. Scott 



M.Allen Wall 

Knhert Aitkin 

Thos. W. Lee, A. B. 
John Montgomery . 



Josiah Murphy . 
Geo. Stewart*.* 



Edward V. Tait 
G. Morrison, A»»\ 
James G. M 'Curdy 
Mary M'Carthy 
0. Trenhoiin, Ass' 
John Moser 
George E. Baxter.. 
Annie Curiie. Ass't 
Wm. A. Karnes...* 
James Dalton .... 



, and > 
ssHs*. j 



W.OdberSUpp.... 
Qpo. D. Carter .... 
H,, 8p<>fr8 Nicoloon 



N B 
do. 



N B 

NB 

N B 

do. 
N B 

do. 
do. 

S 

N B 

do. 

S 
N B 

I 

N B 

I 

do. 
do. 

N S 



N S 
N B 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

S 



Ntmbe'r ojf Schools,. . .«..•..••»*,».* *f . 32 
Corresponding Term 1870, • J31 



Increase,. 
Decrease, 



ir 



Tp 






$93 75 

109 50 

55 00 

150 00 
150 01* 
i:« 95 
)50 00 

IfiO 00 
18 75 

150 00 
45 00 

150 00 
17 50 

218 75 

9 n 

27 50 

150 00 

150 00 
75 
55 00 

100 00 

158 33 

150 00 

75 00 

150 00 

1.50 00 
150 00 
150 00 
150 00 

13P 00 
150 00 

150 00 
55 00 

150 00 
55 00 
35 00 

102 00 

1.50 on 

55 00 
150 00 
144 80 

107 50 

ua 00 

150 00 

$5036 50 

4008 25 

$12^ 



•3 



$V3 7& 
[ 154 50 

1.*^ GO 
150 110 
138 95 
150 00 

I 191 50 

I 198 00 

[ 167 50 
[367 50 

150 00 
[320 00 



100 00 

158 33 

15(1 00 

75 00 

ISO 00 

185 00 
156 G5 
300 GO 
160 00 

139 00 
150 00 

[216 00 

[245 00 

102 00 

I 205 00 

190 00 
144 80 

107 50 
146 00 
180 00 



$5491 08 
5179 33 
$311 75 



NoTX.— Beside th« number 
Eduoatxcm Omoi, Frtderictoo, Df c 187|„ 



3 

• ■f .i I I ' 

of Pupils in the jSranchet specmcall^ set 
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SUPERIOR SCHOOLS, AS EMBODIED IN TABLE B, 



LOCALITY. 



COUNTY. 



PARISH. 



TEACHERS. 



NAMES. 



BELIG. DENOX. 



I 2 



COUFEMATrON. 






•150 OO- 
100 84 

I-212 OO 



150 00 
244 66^ 
150 40- 
150 OO' 

224 50 
I 285 OO 

153 65 

184 00 
89 60 

60 OO 

[sOO 00 

150 OO 

75 00 

150 00 
163 00 
300 00 
160 OO 

150 00 
150 00 

l.^O 00 
115 00 

249 OO 

240 00 



205 00 
150 00 

57 50 

128 00 

72 50 



Albert,.. 



Coverdale • 
Harvey ... 
Uillsboro' . 



Carleton, . 



Charlotte, • • . . 
Gloucester, . . . 



Richmond . . . 

Simonds 

Wakefield... 
Woodstock . 

St. Andrews . 



Tobias Addy 

Cbipman Bishopi.. 
Bam ford W. Duffy 
Mrs. Duffy. 
J. A. Byers, and. 
A. E. Hopkins, Ass' 

Ivory Kilburn. 

Rev. S. Btrnard 

W. W. B. Anderson ... 
William M'Intosh 



Iss'tsj 



David B.White. 



Bathurst 



Kent,... 
Kini^'s,.. 



Richibucto 



Northumberl'd 



Hampton . 
Kingston . 



Derby 

Newcastle. 



George W. Hay ) 

H. Weddall, Ass't j 

George Alf. Coates . . . . 



Greorge A. Inch. . . • 
David P. Wetmore . 



William W. Allen 
John Seivewright 
Wittiam Russell 
C. Alexander, 



tiiieu .... 

right....) 
sell, and V 
, Ass'ts J 



Queen's, 

Restigouche,.. 
St. John,.. 



Sunbury, 

Tictoria, 

Westmorland,. 



Hampstead • . . 

Addington 

Lancaster . . . . . 

Portland 

St. John No. 1 . 
St. John No. 2 . 

]y*augerville ••• 
Llissville •.... 



Nehei|Biah Ayer, A. B.. 
E. H. M' Alpine, A. B.. 



M- Allen Wall 

Robert Aitkin 

Thos. W. Lee, A. B. 
John Montgomery . . 



And over 
Gordon . 



Geo. Stewart... 
Josiah Murphy . 



George T. Baird.. 
Fred. W. Watson. 



Dorchester 
Moncton . . 



Salisbury 
She liac . . 



Edward V.Tait 

G. Morrison, Ass't . • 
James G. M^Curdy • . 
Mary McCarthy, and 
C. Trenholm, Ass'ts.. 
George E. Baxter. .. . 
Mrs. Geo. E. Baxter. . 
Wm. A. Barnes 



York, . 



Car.terbury 
Doigfas . . . . 
St. Marys . . 



W. Odber Slipp, A. B. 

Geo. D. Carter 

R/ Speirs Nicolson • . 



N B 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

N B 

PEI 

N B 

S 



N B 
do. 

NB 

NB 
do. 

N B 
do. 
do. 
do. 

N B 

NB 

NB 

S 

N B 

I 

do. 
NB 

N B 
do. 

N B 
do. 
N S 
N B 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

N B 
do. 
S 



Number of Schools, - 31 

Corresponding Term 1870, «... 35 

Increase, - • • : 

Decrease, •...» ••• 4 



•150 00 
100 84 
156 25 

24 70 

25 00 
5 83 

150 00 
244 66 
150 00 
150 00 

150 00 

225 00 
23 33 

150 00 

168 75 
89 60 

50 00 

150 00 

75 00 

55 00 

150 00 

• 75 00 

150 00 
150 00 
150 00 
150 00 

150 00 
150 00 

150 00 
115 09 

150 00 
55 00 

150 00 
55 00 
35 00 

150 00 
55 00 

150 00 

67 50 

128 00 

T2 50 



$4742 05$5I09 
5418 70 



5925 09 



$676 65 $815 40 



Note. — Beside the numbe;r of Pupils 
Education Offics, Fredericton, Dec. 1871. 
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PARTS) FOR THE TERM ENDED 3Cth SEPTEMBER 


, 1871 
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PUPILS. 






MALE. 


FEMALE. 


s 


NUMBER IN THE VAEIOUS BRANCHES OF INSTRUCTION. 
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525. 
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00 

08 


CO 
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05 
49 


s^l 

25 


4 
3 


'2b 

It; 


2 
. 5 


2-2 
23 


55 
49 


6.-) 
49 


47 
36 


47 
42 


25 
*25 


W8 
25 


15 
17 


1 


1 

6 


1 


.. 


i 


3 
3 


• > 






•• 


•• 


81 


31 


5 


41 


4 


42 


80 


80 


80 


80 


3J 


31 


20 


2 


6 


2 


1 


•• 


3 


•• 






•• 


1 


60 

- 46 

fiO 

61 


28 
26 
19 
29 


3 
5 
3 
6 


26 
10 
26 
18 


3 
5 
2 
8 


26 
24 
25 
33 


60 
46 
50 
61 


60 
46 
60 
61 


49 
40 
45 
53 


44 
40 
44 
49 


40 
19 

^, 
27, 


45 
29 

42 


19 
11 
18 
25 


2 

8 

9 


5 
4 
5 
3 


1 
7 
3 


7 


i 


1 
2 
2 

1 


31 

18 






•• 


1 


89 


49 


6 


26 


8 


59 


89 


89 


69 


64 


4& 


49 


B6 


17 


2 


1 


•• 


•• 


18 


•• 






•• 


• • 


72 


• 39 


3 


28 


2 


41 


72 


71 


. 72 


69 


3a 


40 


30 


3 


3 


1 


1 


f 


1 


•• 








• • 


61 


39 


2 


19 




. 35 


61 


61 


53 


53 


:m 


39 


41 


1 


5 


6 


.. 


1 


3 


.. 






.. 


• • 


43 
45 


30 
25 


5 


12 
15 


• • 


19 
22 


'43 
45 


43 
45 


35 
41 


36 
41 


19 
15 


15 
16 


7 
12 


'9 


5 

5 


'5 


'1 


*i 


1 

1 


'4 






, , 


i 


49 


25 


5 


18 




30 


49 
1 
139 


49 


44 


49 


52 


32 


17 


• • 


4 


.. 


.. 


.. 


8 


.. 






• . 


.. 


145 


91 


5 


, 48 




74 


135 


134 


116 


102 


100 


56 


8 


11 


14 


3 


1 


10 


32 








• • 


28 


12 


6 


9 




15 


28 


28 


28 


28 


2^ 


24 


8 


2 


3 


3 


1 


1 


3 


8 








1 


60 


26 


1 


33 


.. 


45 


54 


54 


54 


30 


21 


15 


6 


.. 


• • 


.. 


.. 


*. 


• • 


.. 






• • 


• • 


50 
60 
44 
70 


30 
45 
37 
53 


3 
4 

7 
5 


16 
11 

11 


•• 


33 
26 
27 
35 


50 
57 
44 
70 


47 

57 

44 

, 70 


50 
56 
44 
70 


47 
46 
44 
70 


31 

■n 

70 


31 

41 
70 


31 

16 
25 
58 


'2 

26 


7 

6 

16 

12 


•• 


• • 


• • 


6 

1 

3 

12 


• 


1 




•• 


•• 


44 
45 


15 
34 


2 
3 


23 
14 




36 

27 


44 
54 


44 
54 


41 
47 


38 
46 


23 
3S 


19, 
33 


U 

32 


5 
2 


2 
2 


6 
5 


, , 


, , 


6 
3 


'4 






, , 




50 

48 


31 
19 


2 

• « 


13 
27 




28 
30 


50 

48 


60 
47 


42 
44 


39 
43 


19 
29 


17 

2ti 


18 
16 


1 


6 
15 


1 


1 


•• 


4 


•• 






•• 


i 


71 


31 


1 


38 




42 


71 


71 


71 


71 


45 


40 


27 


2 


7 


.. 


• • 


• • 


7 


11 








.. 


96 


59 


2 


3i 




71 


96 


96 


82 


86 


m 


57 


8 


4 


5 


6 


7 


• • 


7 


•• 








.. 


85 


43 


2 


36 




44 


85 


85 


85 


69 


29 


'iO 


» . 


, , 


7 


, , 


, , 


, , 


3 


, , 






, , 


.. 


60 


30 


7 


19 




32 


60 


60 


58 


55 


34 


10 


21 


11 


2 


2 


2 


2 


2 


.. 






.. 


• • 


57 
65 
73 


30 
34 

47 


3 
3 

1 


24 
23 
24 


• • 


23 
32 
45 


57 
64 
69 


53 
64 
69 


37 
44 

47 


39 
44 

69 


15 
34 
31 


24 

3-1 


5 
20 
U 


'5 
4 


I 

4 


3 

7 
4 


• • 


•• 


3 
3 
4 


4 
11 






1 
1 


1 
1 
1 


1923 


1055 


107 


685 


76 


1066 


1900 


1883 


1698 


1639 


1067 


lObi 


554 


117 


166 


78 


25 


8 


124 


123 


31 


31 


13 


7 


2153 


1138 


167 


746 


102 


1152 


2134 


2117 


1924 


1814 


1170 


llfrJ 


829 


124 


170 


77 


19 


14 


148 


139 


35 


35 


13 


6 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


• . 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


. .. 


• . 


.. 


.. 


1 


6 


.. 




.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 


1 


230 


83 


60 


61 


. 26 


86 


234 


234 


226 


175 


103 


81 


75 


7 


4 


.. 


.. 


6 


24 


16 


4 


4 


.. 





forth above, there were 51 in Frei^ch, 78 in Latin, and 17 in Greek. 



GEO. THOMPSON, 
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TABLE F. 

Amount drawn ort the Receiver General of the Province (or to he drawn^ for the Farish 
School Service, for the year ended Slst October 1871. 



♦1,027 17 
230 48 


♦1,257 60 
1,000 00 
4,000 00 


•• 



!For Teachers* Allowances, per Chief Superintendent's Schedale, on claims for 
service, per Table D., viz :— 
Common Schools, .. .. .. .. .. ♦81,165 12 

Superior Schools, .. .. .. .. .. 9,778 55 

♦90,933 67 
Salaries- 
Chief Saperlntendents — 

J. Bennet, to 8th September, 

T. H. Kand, to Slst October, 1871, 

Clerk or Assistant, 

Four Inspectors, 91,000 each, 

6,257 60 

Travelling expenses Chief Sop% Br. Bennet, to 8th Sept. 1871, . . : . . . 360 00 

Advance to Dr. Bennet, towards expenses defining New 

School District, .. .. .. .. ^200 00 

Advance to Inspectors, for expenses' attending at Fre- 
dericton, Jane 20th, 1871, viz:— Mr. Wood, 915*25; 
Mr. Duval, 910; and Mr. Morrison, $18; District 
matter; Warrant 375, .. .. .. .. 43 25 

.. 243 25 

Trained Teachers, for Board Allowance, per Warrants Nos. 2, 123, 262, and 386, of 

♦480 each, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1;920 00 

Training School, viz :— 

Salaries— Training Master, W. Crocket, M. A., . . ♦I, 000 00 

Assistants, J. L. M*Innis, .. .. 600 00 

Do MissAlline, ... .. 275 00 

Do Miss Gregory, . . . . 100 00 

♦1,875 00 

For Rent to Ist January, 1871, . . 25 34 

Amount paid by Board Works Department for building or repairing 
some Out-houses, Gates; for Fuel and catting; Furniture, Jani- 
tor's wages, &c. &c. . . • . . . . . ; . . •642 48 

Postages — 

Education Office, .. .. .. .. .. ♦38188 

Inspectors, as provided for in Warrant Nd. 126, of 1872 ? Mr. 
Duval,^ ♦15-30; Mr. Wood, ♦27-74; Mr. Morrison, ♦31-40; 
Inspector Freeze's postage embraced in that of the Educa- 
tion Office, .. .. .. .. .. 74 44 



2,542 8Z 



456 32: 



Printing— 

At Royal Gazette Office— Reports, Registers, 10,000 Copies New Law, &c. &c. 948 .90 

Stationery—' 

Cropley & Gregory, ♦85-71; Beverley jb Son, ♦lO-SO; J. B. Gregory, ♦76-43, 172 04^ 

To Mrs. Lugrin, for Folding, Stitching and Cutting 5,000 Copies School Law, 25 00^ 

Saudries, provided for in Warrant No. 38, of 1872, viz : — 

To E. O'Brien, for service to Slst October, 1871, ^40 00 

Telegram Tolls to 31st October, 1871, . .^ .. 63 36 

Express charges to 31st Oct., 1871, ♦S; Letter Book, &c.^6-50, 8 50 

.. Ill 86 



♦108,972 06 
Corresponding Table, 1870, . . . . . . - . . . 103,266 43 

Increase, .. .- .. .. •• ^716 63 

♦Note.- This item of ♦64248 may be found in th© Board of Works Report, page 9. 

GEO. THOMPSON, A^f't Sup't. 
Education Office^ FrederictoUj Dec. 1871* 
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EDUCATION" OFFICE. 

S1R5 

I have the honor <o transmit herewith, to be laid before His Excellency 
the Lieutenant Governor, my Eeport of the Comnaon, Superior, Grammar, 
Training and Model Schools of New Brunsvsick, for the School year ended 
October 31st, 1872. The Statistical Tables of Part II. however, are brought 
down only to May 1st, 1872, for reasons given in the body of the Eeport. 
In Part ITL will be found the Report of the Principal of the Provincial 
Training School, with Annual Reports of the County Inspectors, and the 
Reports of the Boards of Trustees of Fredericton and Woodstock. 

I have the honor .to be^ 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

THEODORE H. RAND. 

To The Honorable J. J. Fjelasbb, M. F. P. 
Provincial Secretary. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE 

COMMON, SUPERIOR. GRAMMAR, TRAINING & MODEL SCHOOLS 

■ IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 

1S71-2. 



PART I -GENERAL REPORT. 



To His Excellency The Honorable Lemuel Allan Wilmot^ D, C. i., Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of New Brunswick. 

May it please Your Excellency, — 

The Common 8* hools Act passed by the Legi ilature iji 1871, came into 
operation on January 1st, 1872. The object of this enactment is the estab- 
lishment throughout New Brunswick of a veil-equipped System of Free 
Public Schools, in which the instruction given shall be .»pen to the children 
of all, the poor and the rich alike ; the quality of the instruction good enough 
for all ; and the general character of the instruction non-sectarian and 
national — like the Legislature establishing the System, and the Government 
administering it. 

At the date of my very brief Report of last year, I was engaged in naaking 
the necessary preparations consoquent upon the near introduction of this 
Free School System. Under the directions of the Board of Education, my 
predecessor. Dr. Bennet, had, in June 1871, arranged for the division of the 
Province into School Districts. -A certain portion of the terr'tory was allot- 
te I to the Chief Superintendent, and the remainder to Inspectors Duval, 
Wood, Morrison, and Freeze, in specified allotments. On assuming the 
duties of Chief Superintendent, September 14th, 1871,. other duties of the 
Department were tox^ pres.'^ing to perniit me undertaking in person the laying 
out of any portion of the Province mto Districts. The Inspectors were in- 
formed that they would be required to complete this work, and to submit it 
for the review of the Board of Education early in December. As agents of 
the Board, these gentlemen devoted themselves arduotisly and exclusively to 
the work thus assigned them. Their duties were difficult and trying, and 
the time at their disposal was limited. After a protracted review of the 
recommendations of each Inspector, considering petition?* and hearing dele- 
gitions, the Board of Edticatiou pre6cril«ed the boundaries of the School 
Districts, and caused the same to be f> led with the Clerk of the Peace in 
each County, and to be circulated for general information. 

The long experience of Mr. George Thompson in the Education Office^ 
enabled me to devolve u,pon him, almost entirely, the labour connected with" 
the distribution on ac<Q<>unt of the half-year closing September 30th, 1871. 
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xii. . CHIEF superintendent's report. 1872 

I was thus able, during that time, to bring before the Board of Education for 
full discussion and decision, the important matters subsequently embodied ia 
formal Regulations by the Board. These Kegulations involved the implica- 
tion of the principles of the Common Schools Act, to the entire administra- 
tion of the system of Free Schools it was designed to establish, equip, and 
control. It was felt to be a matter of the last importance that these Regula- 
tions should be in accord with the soundest principles of school economy, in 
order that our system of Free Schools might in all ita parts cooperate in se- 
curtnff in a high degree the end in view,— the education of all the people. 
I am happy to say that these Regulations, dealing as they do in detail with, 
such subjects as School buildings,* furniture, and premises ; apparatus and 
text-books ; the qualifications of teachers and the mode of their classification ; 
the conduct and government of all grades of schools, miscellaneous and 
graded, — Common, Superior, and Grammar, as well as of the Provincial 
Training and Model Schools ; the local administration and th« general inspec- 
tion and supervision ; have met with the approval of many distinguished 
educationists and teachers, both at home and abroad, and of the people gene- 
rally. I am aware of but one exception, of any importance, to this statement. 
In respect of the 20th Regulation, many Roman Catholics have supposed it 
interfered in some way with their rights ; but this complaint, it appears to 
me, is not well founded, since the operation of the Regulation in question 
simply preserves every school alike accessible to the children of all parties, 
classes, and creeds, — a clear and binding obligation upon the Board of Educa- 
tion in the administration of the Common Schools Act, whether expressed 
by Regulation or not. 

Twelve thousand copies of the School Act and the Regulations of the 
Board of Education were printed for general distribution. Provision was 
made for an accurate and complete system of School Registration, as the 
basis for the appropriation of the County Fund. In order that suitable 
Registers might be sent out from the Education Oflice in December, advan- 
tage was taken of paper and Stereotyped brms which I had caused to be 
prepared for use in connexion with the Schools of Nova Scotia. I may add, 
that arrangements have pince been made with Messrs. J. & A. McMillan, of 
Saint John, for a regular supply of these forixis. Corporate Seals for the use 
of the District Trustees were also provided, and such blank Returns as were 
required by the provisions of the Act and Regulations. 

While these preparations were going forward, I met with the Board of 
School Trustees ot Fredericton and St. John, and also with those, members 
appointed by the Government, of the Boards of Portland and Woo4stock. 
Both cities and both towns were ill prepared to meet the. requirements of 
the Act about to come into operation I think I am correct in saying that 
in neither of the -cities nor towns named, was there a single school house 
owned by the Parish School Trustees. Nearly every town in the Province 
was equally devoid of public school property. The rooms occupied by the 
teachers were, with a feyv exceptions, badly lighted, badly ventilated, and 
furnished with, unsuitable seats and desks. . I pointed otit to the Trustees 
the mode of school organisation required by the Common Schools Act, and 
the extent and character of the accommodation which it was necessary for 
each Board to provide, and in every case recommended that proper furni- 
ture be procured. at once. 

I communicated, by letter with all the towns and villages which the 
urgency of other duties rendered it io^possible for me to visit. The matter 
of school accommodation and classifioation of pupils were the chief matters 
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1872 CHIEF superintendent's report. . xiii. 

pressed upon the careral attention of the school authorities in these centres 
of population. In particular, the Boards of Trustees of the cities of St John 
and Fredericton, and of the incorporated tovms of Portland, S^int Stephen, 
and Woodstock, addressed themselves with promptness and energy to the 
work of providing suitable furniture for school rooms and teachers. The 
public labour thus gratuitously performed by the gentlemen composing 
these Boards, was difficult and arduous. To tneir whole-hearted efforts the 
public are indebted for the very satisfactory progress made in these impor- 
tant Scliool Districts. The labor performed especially by the Trustees of 
St. John, Fredericton, and Portland, was very great. These remarks are 
scarcely, if at all, less applicable to the Boards of Trustees in most of the 
other populous School Districts of the Province ; but in consequence of 
these Boards being wholly composed of persons elected by the rate-payers 
at the annual school meeting, the means of preliminary action did not 
exist in these latter districts, as in the cities and incorporated towns espe- 
cially jxrovided for by the 62nd section of the Act. In addition to the 
means already enumerated for securing the dissemination of correct and 
pertinent information respecting the provisions and requirements of the 
Common Schools Act, lengthy advertisements were published in all the 
newspapers of the Province. An influential portion of the press also, ren- 
dered most valuable assistance by a full and free discussion of the claims of 
education, and the Provisions of the Act in this behalf. 

At the earliest day permitted by the provisions of the Common Schools 
Act, January 1st, 1872, the Board of Education appointed an Inspector of 
Schools for each of the fourteen Counties of the Province. As the day 
fixed by the Act for the holding of the Annual School Meetings fell on 
January 11th, and as notices of the same, signed by the Inspector^ were to 
be posted in each pf the school districts, " at least six days previously," 
each Inspector was authorized to procure whatever assistance might be 
necessary to enable him to carry out the requirements of the Act in this 
behalf. 

The following general instructions were issued to each Inspector : — 

" The Board of Educafion does not require Inspectors, this present year, to examine 
the pupils in the several Schools within their jurisdiction ; but to give chief attention to 
pjeneral matters of pressing importance connected with the organization of Schools by Dis- 
tricts, and their du^ conduct under the Jjaw. You are expected to visit each District 
during each Terra of the School year, and .the following Instructions are issued for your 
general guidance in the discharge of these duties. 

1. If possible, notify the Trustees of your intended visitation. Meet the Trustees, or 
their vSecretary, or all, and examine into their nlode of conducting business. See if the 
Secretary's bond has been executed and lodged with the Clerk of the Peace. If not, 
explain the object, nature and necessity of such b^nd, and of an immediate execution of it. 
See that the Trustees clearly understand all matters connected with the local assessments — 
that the Secretary keeps all documents properly, and always preserves minutes of the 
Meetings of the Trustees, — that any complaints respecting the bounds of the Districts are 
such as require attention, in conformity with the accompanying Letter ; and that the School 
grounds are chosen by Trustees and approved by you (in conformity with Regulation 10). 
Give written approvals. 

2. Visit the School. See that the Teacher's engagement is in "conformity with Regu- 
lation 2 : That the Register is accurately and neatly kept : That the accommodation is 
fairly within the Regulations, and if not, that the pr^^per steps by way of immediate or 
more remote remedy are pointed out to the Trustees : That the general conduct of the 
School in rospect to the subjects of study and non-sectarian cWs^Qt^r, ^a required by the 
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xiv. , CHIEF superintendent's report. 1872 

Law and Regulations, is properly observed : and that the Teacher has a copy of the Law 
and Regulations for his or her guidance. •» 

3. In Districts having no Schools, call the people together (by notice in advance), and 
explain the Law. Urge' the importance of Education. Learn, with a view to their remo- 
val, existing difficulties. See Sees. 87 & 28. 

In all cases distribute the Act as you think needed, and use your best efforts to have 
the Law administered faithfully, impartially, and effectively. 

In referei^ce to District Boundaries, thQ follctwing..#general instructions 
were issued to the County Inspectors : — ' , 

In Districts where local assessments were imposed at the School Meetings, the Board 
deems it inadvisable to make any change in the established District boundaries, to take 
effect before the next annual meeting. 

The foregoing is to be regarded as a general rule. You are therefore requested to 
examine into the merits of the petitions transmitted to you, and of all similar cases of 
complaint, during your visitation, and if you find that the making of a change in the 
boundary of any District would disturb existing assessments, you will defer full considera- 
tion of the case till your summer tour. But in any case ( 1 ) of confusion of lines, requir- 
ing interpretation on the part of the Board, or, ( l! ) of failure to include any person or 
persons in any District, or, (3) of injudicious division, and the proposed amendments do 
not interfere with Districts already organized and which have assessed themselves, or, (4 ) 
in any cases of kindred character; you will carefully, in the light of Sec. 6 (3) and Reg. 
1 and Bern., draw out on a separate page of foolscap the proposed boundary of any Dis- 
trict, and also on another sheet the amended boundaries of the Districts thereby affected ; 
aVid forward the same, with full explanations, to this office. The boundaries, in all cases 
where your reasons seem sound, will be at once adopted, to take effect immediately. la 
this matter the Board will rely greatly on your judgn ent, and you will endeavour to carry 
out this work solely with a view to the enforcement of the evident design of the provisions . 
of the Law. Special meetings can be held, doubtless, in many such localities, after changes 
are made. You will do well, however, not to recommend any change until you have 
examined the case yourseif on the ground. Otherwise you ujay be deceived, and the 
Board misled. Trustees of any Districts affected should always be notified of their revised 
bounds.^' 

I have now indicated, in brief, the character of the preparation made for 
the incoming Free School System, and the nature of the work specially 
in hand during the past year. Many difficulties and :>bstructions have 
been encountered. The courts have been appealed to, and injunctions 
have delayed, in some measure, the satisfactory operation of the law. But 
notwithstandmg every hindrance, the work of establishing schools has 
made steady progress, and the public mind has, as never before, been 
aroused to thought and discussion on the subject of education. 

CHANGE IN SCHOOL TEilMS,-&e. 

In former years, the School Terms closed on March 31st and September 
80th On a careful examination of this matter, the Board of Education 
provided by Regulation that the School Terms under the new system 
should close on April 30th and October 31st, These are the natural 
periods, in view of the climate and industries of New Brunswick. No 
artificial limitation of Terms can control the influx and efflux of pupils^ at 
the periods indicated by these dates. Under the previous arrangement, it 
was frequently a. difficult matter for the Education Office to compile the 
returns in time for the Annual Report. With one month's less time, and 
with the increased labor permanently devolved upon the office by the ter- 
minal apportionment of the County Fund, ii is obvious that the Chief Su- 
perintendent cpuld not, without another assistant, be in a position, to lay 
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before Parliament full fitatistics respecting the Summer Term, year by- 
year, in his Annual Report. It is also very evident that the interests of 
Education require that the Chief Superintendent be able to move with 
greater freedom than is at all possible tmder such a pressure of technical 
duties. These views were considered by the Board of Education before 
changing the School Terms, and it appeared to the Board that evejy in- 
terest would be served by embracing in this Report, statistical tables of 
the two short Terms of 1871 — 2, (to May 1st), and all the statistics of school 
attendance of the Summer Term, (to November Isty ; and annually here- 
after to include in Part II, a full year, with a special Table in Part I, of the 
attendance to November 1st. Ail the statistics of chief moment will thus 
be brought down one month later than formerly, while adequate time will 
be secured to make the Statistical Tables contained in Part II, at once 
simple and instructive. In pursuance of this latter object, it will be ob- 
served that I have classified the statistics of the Winter Term, and have 
deduced and recorded with the bare facts, the results of the most important 
applications of these facts to the people of the several Counties, and to the 
Province at large. The value of this method of treating the stati*ics will 
be more fully seen in the Report of next year. 

In the adjustment rendered necessary by the new Act, there were three 
terminal distributions during the past year, instead of two. When it is 
remembexed that by the establishment of a County Fund, the labor of one 
distribution equals that of two under the former Act, and that two out of 
the three distributions of the past year included the County Fund, I need 
not say that I have found it difficult to present a timely Report But now 
that the entire circle of transition has been traversed, and the whole work 
of administration— including the sessions of the Training School, and the 
periodic examination of candidates, for Ucense to teach — has been brought 
into harmony with the change in the terms and the requirements of the 
School system, I anticipate a more prompt and efficient discharge of the 
ordinary duties of my office. 

SCHOOLS AND ATa^ENDANCE. 

By reference to Abstract A., Part II, it will be seen that the number of 
Parish Schools returned on Dec. 81^ 1871, was 629, and the attendance of 
pupils, 19,506. 

As these figures cover a period of only three months, from September 
30th, to December 31st 1871 — the last months the Parish School Act was 
in force— any comparison between the result of this broken term and those 
of preceding full terms, would not be trustworthy. I am aware, however, 
that the near repeal of the Act caused a good number of teachers whose 
engagements expired on September 30th, to await the operation of the 
Common Schools Act, before seeking further employment in teaching. The 
same cause disposed the School Committees, in a number of districts, to 
defer their efforts to ppen a school. 

The number of Schools in operation during the short term from January 
15th to April 30th, 1872, was 661, and 3 Grammar Schools not uniting with 
the Common School Trustees,= 664. 

The number of pupils attending these Schools was 28,603, and 153 in 
attendance on the three Grammar Schools above named= 28,756, being 1 
in every 9.93 of the population. 

Omitting the pupils attending tte three Grammar Schools re^^n-ed to. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xvi. • CHIEF su1»beintendbnt's report. 1872 

there were 131 pupils ttnder 5 years of age; 24,376 between 5 and 15, and 
4,096 over 15. Of these pupils, 16,177 were boys, and 12,4^6 were girls. 

The grand total days' attendance made by these pupils — ^the maximum 
number of " teaching days" being 75 in tiiis short term — was 1,083,949; 
the daily average attendance while the schools were in session being 18,438 
or 64.45 per centj and tiiefiiU term average (75 "teaching days"), 14,452 
or 50.53 per cent. The details of these statistics will be found in Tables I 
and II.— Pabt II. 

The following is the correspon^g statement for the Summer Term 
closed October 31st, 1872 :— 
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Besides the schools and pupils given in the foregoing Table, there were 
3 Q-rammar Schools, independent of the District Trustees, having an at- 
tendance of 135 pupils^ 887 public schools, attended by 39,837 pupils. 

We have now reached ground for some comparison of results of the 
present system with those of the system which it superseded. The Sum- 
mer Term, being, a complete one, furnishes the only trustworthy data for 
the comparison. I shall, therefore, deal chiefly with the statistics of this 
Term. In the Summer Term of 1871, there were, including the Grammar 
Schools, 910 schools under the supervision of the Chief Superintendent; 
in the corresponding Term of 1872, there were, in all, 887, decrease 23. 

The following statement will exhibit the details of this comparison : — 
1871. 1872, 1871. 1872. 



Albert, 


40 


Carleton, 


79 


Charlotte, 


90 


G-loucester, 


37 


Kent, 


56 


King's, 


98 



47 


Queen's, 


60 


68 


83 


Restigonche, 


18 


20 


86 


St. John, 


122 


144 


8 


Snnbnry, 


29 


34 


86 . 


. Victoria, 


31 


17 


90 


■Westmorland, 


89 


82 


66 


York, 


89 


127 



Northumberland, 75 

"When it is borne in mind that the organization of schools under the law 
has been impeded, not only by the forms of opposition which have almost 
uniformly attended the introduction, in other countries, of direct assossment 
for the support of schools, but especially by those arising from dislike to 
the public and non-sectarian character of the schools sought to be estab- 
lished, the comparativdy small decrease of 23 schools is a striking testi- 
mony of the general acceptibility of our present Free School System. 

In the Province of Nova Scotia, where the opposition to non-sectarian 
Schools did not assume an organized form, (persons of all christian denomi- 
nations being willing very generally to unite in the organization and sup- 
port of Common Schools), the decrease in the first Term under the Free 
System, was 172 schools, and in the second term, 177. The' rei)orts of the 
County Inspectors given in Part III of this Report, Appendix B, shew that 
much misapprehension has prevailed in some Counties, as to the character 
of the instruction provided by the Common Schools Act. I feel persuaded 
that when those who, on religious grounds, inveigh against the promoters 
of this Act, shall divest themselves of all prejudice in this matter, and see 
clearly just what the present school system aims to accomplish for aU the 
people, their influence will not be longer be used to obstruct the organiza- 
tion of the fichoola it contemplates. Oertain I am, that experience and obser- 
vation w 11 convince the Koman Catholics of this Province that " their 
fellow-citizens are not the unbelievers and dangerous characters they are 
represented to be ; that they have more interests and feelings in comihon 
with them, thati in opposition to them ; that the tendencies of the age, and 
of all the institutwns and enterprise of the country, are to co-operation and 
union among all classes of citizens, rather than to isolation and estrange- 
ment from each other ; that there is no part of the civil and social economy 
in which this general co-operation and unity are more important and ad- 
vantageous to all parties, than in th^ mental development of the whole 
youthful population of the country, and the diffusion of general knowledge ; 
that as all situations of trust and emolument in our country are directly 
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or indirectly depending upon the elective voice of the people, every man 
is inflicting an injury upon his children, who seeks to isolate them from 
that acquaintance and intercourse and community of feeling with their 
fellow-citizens, which in the very nature of things, is necessary to secure 
general confidence and favour,"* 

On referring to the attendance at thesd schools, it will be seen that the 
amonnt of education given has been much beyond that of any former 
period. The total number of pupils in the Summer Term of 1871 was 
33,981, while in that of 1872 it was 39,887— increase 5,856. This must be 
regarded as most satisfactory progress, since the advance exee«d$ thai made 
during the whole of the premoua ten years. 

The following is the total attendance : — 

1871. 1872. 

2,079 
8,4S7 
4,068 

.t04 
1,593 I 
8,649 
g,l86 
2,026 

877 
8,286 
1,110 

758 
4,45(1 
5,014 



Albert, 


1,502 


Carleton, 


2,719 


Charlotte, 


8,800 


Gloucester, 


1,421 


Kent, 


1,-49 


Kings, 


8,152 


Northumberland, 


8,023 


Queen's, 


1,776 


Eestigouche, 


618 


St. John, 


6,812 


Sunbury, 


955 


Victoria, 


91. -^ 


"WestmoBland, 


3,403 


York, 


8,08 •» 



Total, 88,981 39,837 

It will be observed that the increase referred to was made by ten out of 
the fourteen counties Further : these ten counties show an increased at- 
tendance of 7,223. The counties of Gloucester, Kent, Northumberland, 
and Victoria show an aggregate loss of 1,367, the most of which (1,117) 
occurs in Gloucester alone. An inspection of the Table previously given 
will show the proportion of the population in each County attending the 
public schools It will be seen that in this particular, much remains to be 
accomplished before the privileges of education shall be as common to all 
the people as our obligations and necessities demand. But an impartial 
consideration of the results ol the first year's operation of the Free School 
System, as shown by the attendance on the schools in the counties adopting 
it, must convince thoughtful men not only that there w^s a clamant 
necessity for educational reform, but also that the system inaugurated by 
the Common Schools Act is well adapted to diffuse, the benefits of educa- 
tion universally among the people of New Brunswick. 

It may be thought that, in fouudiug general statements upon the results 
of a single year's attendance, I have not weighed with sufficient care all the 
conditions under which these results have been reached. Be that as it may, 
it is to be kept in mind that we are not witbont the records of history to 
guide us in this matter. If New -Brunswick were the first country on thi§ 

* Dr, Byerson, Chief Saporinten^eut, Ontario, 
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continent, instead of almost the last, that enacted a Free School Law, 4;he 
present system might fairly be considered an experiment. But the success 
of the Free School System has not been left, under Providence, to our de- 
cision. The truth is, its success or failure in New Brunswick must judge us 
as a people. We, rather than i7, are on trial. In this view, it will be instruc- 
tive to compare our position with Hhat of others ; and with no country can 
the comparison be more trustworthily instituted than with the Sister Province 
of Nova Scotia. Including the Grammar Schools of each Province, the fol- 
lowing is the attendance on the Public Schools from 1861 : — 



1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

]868. 

1869. » 

1870. 

1871. 



WlNTEB. 

25,618 
26,401 
26,078 
27,171 
27,879 
28,333 
28,725 
28,226 
30,431 
31,487 
32,673 



SWICK. 




NOVA "SCOTIA. 




SUKIOEB. 


o « o .: 


WlNTEK. 


SUHMES. 


•^ flS O ^ 


27,982 


mt 


31,409 


35,895 


olg^ 


28,630 


-oPu. 1 « 


34,111 


38,023 




28,487 


O 4_, CO •^ 

5 S o*s 


33,311 


41,656 


30,632 


lllc 


33,265 


37,546 




30,496 




*3&,1&1 


43,991 


^^c^-S 


80,264 


39,708 


4^,131 


&0,019 


91,050 


31,364 


40,939 


01,91li 


90,09» 


(^3,04t$ 


31,988 


41,397 


05,0S3 


92,141 


li»ll,907 


33,327 


43,471 


92,950 


95,523 


93,931 


34,336 


44,832 


94,321 


90,239 


04,400 


'33,981 


44,872 


94,9&fl 


99,232 


02,(^5I» 


39,93* 


40,4:22 









The population of New Brunswick in 1861, was 252,047, and in 1871, 
285,594. That of Nova Scotia, for the same years, was 330,857 and 387,800. 

The number of different children at school during some portion of the year 
has never been reported in this Province. The education department will be 
in a position accurately to determine this matter in 1874, and thereafter, year 
by year. In the statistics above given under this head, the figures have been 
derived by adding to the Summer attendance one-third of that of the winter, 
in pursuance of the estimates of Dr. Bennet. I am, however, of the opinion 
that the addition of twenty-five per cent, of the winter attendance would give 
a result nearer the fact. 

Omitting from furthur consideration the yearly attendance, three important 
facts are disclosed by the statistics of the winter and summer terms : 

1. That previous to the introduction of the Free School System into Nova 
Scotia, T^ew Brunswick was educating fully as large a proportion of her popu- 
lation as ihe sister Province, — the comparison from 1861 to 1864 inclusive 
shewing an average of 0.3 per cent, in favor of New Brunswick. 

2. That since the introduction of Free Schools in Nova Scotia, that Province 
has put-distanced N^w Brunswick, and taken a foremost position among the 
educating countries of the world, so far as the amount of instruction is con- 
cerned. The comparison shows that from 1865 to 1871 inclusive, a period of 
seven years, Nova Scotia has been educating, on the average, 35 J per cent, 
more of her population than New Brunswick. The fact indicated by this per- 
centage may be more fully appreciated, by expressing it as follows — taking 
the census rates :— 



* Tlie first ye^r under the operation of the Free System, 
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ATTENDANCE THAt N, B. WOULD HAVE 
ATTENDANCE MADE" BY N. B. MADE AT THE KATE OF N. 8. 





Winter. 


Summer. 


1865 . 


. . 27,879 . . 


. . 30,496 


1866 . 


. . 28,383 . . 


. . 30,264 


3867 . 


. . 28,725 . . 


. . 31,364 


1868 . 


. . 28,226 . . 


. . 31,988 


1869 . 


. . 30,431 . . 


. . 33,327 


1870 . 


. . 81,487 . . 


. . 84,836 


1871 . 


. . 32,673 .. . 


. . 33,981 



Winter. 


Summer. 


26,421 . . 


, . . 32,900 


88,808 . . 


. . 41,963 


46,079 . . 


. .. 52,319 


48.429 . . 


. . 53,081 


53.957 . , 


, ^ . . 56,009 


64,938 . . 


. . . 56,349 


55,066 . . 


. . . 56.877 



3. That, comparing the attendance at school in New Brunswick during 1872 
with that reached in Nova Scotia in 1865, the educational progress of New 
Brunswick has surpassed that of Nova Scotia during the first year of the op- 
eration of the Free School System. A comparison cannot properly be insti- 
tuted between the results of the winter Term, since on April 30th 1872 our 
Free Schools had been established but 3J months, while on April 30th 1865 
those of Nova Scotia had been in operation 6 months. So great a disparity 
in time during the first Term, precludes any just comparison. Taking the re- 
sults of the Summer Term, therefore, as the true basis of comparison, it will 
be seen that our attendance in the Summer Term of 1872 exceeded that of 
1871 by 5,856 pupils, or 17.23 per cent; while that of Nova Scotia in the 
Summer Term of 1865 exceeded that of 1864 by 6,225, or 16.58 per cent. 
But the true comparison lies in the proportion of the population at school, in 
each Province, during these periods. Taking the census rates, the population 
of New Brunswick in 1872 would be 289,192, and that of Nova Scotia in 1865, 
352,544. The proportion, therefore, o^ our population, at the public schools 
iu the Summer Term of 1872, exceeded that of Nova Scotia in the Summer Torm 
of 1865, by no less than 10. 95 per cent. For the periods compared, New Bruns- 
wick had at School 1 in every 7.26 of her population, while Nova Scotia had 
but 1 in every 8.06. It is to be borne in mind that in the case of New Brunswick 
but 3 J months had elapsed at the beginning of the Summer Term, since the 
change in the school system was effected ; while a full Term of 6 months had 
expired in the case of Nova Scotia. 

The results of the foregoing comparison certify New Brunswick thus far a 
measure of success superior even to that of Nova Scotia, in her efforts to estab- 
lish a system of free education. There is no good reason why this Province 
shall not in a few years surpass Nova Scotia in the vigor of her school system, 
and the universality of its influence among the people. United and patient 
effort is all that is required. 

The Average Attendance. — Too short a period has elapsed since the 
introduction of the free system in this province, to determine its effect upon 
the regularity of the attendance at school. It has been- urged by some, that 
when there were no fees paid the attendance miist be much more irregular^ 
since there was no pecuniary inducement operating upon the parent to keep 
his child at school, and, more especially, because of the number enrolled in 
any free school, there must be a large proportion' whose parents care little for 
the education of their children. Were these views correct, I fail to see that 
they constitute anj^ real objection to the present system. As to the pecuniary 
inducement, the present system of Ifew Brunswick provides this in a more 
powerful way, in the mode of appropriating the county fund. The interest in 
the attendance is reciprocal between all the property holders of the district, 
and is not confined to individual parents merely. This conununity interest, 
in the course of a few years, will beget a strong public opinion against 
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absence Irom school. When every rate-payer clearly understands that 
irregular attendance at school, either of his own or his neighbours' children, 
means increased district taxation, parental neglect will not permanently pre- 
vent any child from knowing that indiflference to school privileges and duties 
is regarded with public disapprobation. The average attendance in Nova 
Scotia has been greater since the schools were Jtree, and I think the same re- 
sults will appear in New Brunswick. The following comparison is of inter- 
est : — 

number of pupils daily present on an average per 100 enrolled. 

Summer. 









Winter. 


N.B. 


N.S. 


1865 51.80 . 


. . 62.63 


1866 . 






. .62.50 . 


. . 57.68 


1867 . , 






.51.90 . 


. 56.86 


1868 . 






. .53.90 . 


. 58.33 


1869 . . 

1870 . . 






. .54.95 . 
.68.78 . . 


. 60.00 
. 55.90 


1871 . , 






.54.99 . 


. 58.30 


1872 . 






. . 64.45 





N.B. 


N.S. 


62.40 . . 


. 67.41 


61.60 . . 


. 58.00 


50.70 . . 


. 55.36 


63.00 . . 


. 68.09 


62.15 . . 


. 56.30 


52.50 . . 


. 66.10 


53.06 . . 


. 66.60 


50.32 





When comfortable houses have been built, good books and apparatus pro- 
vided, and competent teachers placed in charge of the schools, we will be in 
a position to deal effectively with the question of irregularity of attendance. 
It will be found, when this condition is reached, that the question has been 
well-nigh solved already. 

SUPERIOR SCHOOLS. 

The grant to superior schools is not now confined to any particular district 
within a Parish, but is open to competition on the part of all, under the fol- 
lowing conditions prescribed by the Board of Education : — 

Conditions of competition for the Grant: The following conditions are pre- 
scribed for the receipt of the Grant to Superior Schools : — 

(1) The School shall not be located in the same District &s the Grammar School. 

(2) It shall be taught in a superior manuer by a male teacher of the first class. 

(3) The School accommodation, apparatus, and text-books, shall be such as are pre- 
scribed or recommended by the foregoing Regulations of the «Board of Education 
respecting Common Schools. 

Notifications: The Trustees of any District wishing to compete for the additional 
Provincial Grant to Superior Schools, shall notify the Inspector of their intention on or 
before the first week in February 1872, and on or before the first week in December in 
subsequent years; and successful Districts shhll be notified by the Chief Superintendent 
on or before' the first week in June following. 

A list of the successful competitors is giveu in Table XI. Tiie schools did not, 
iu several cases, entirely fulfil the conditions named, especially iu the matter 
of accommodation, apparatus, and text-books. The Trustees and teachers, 
however, very generally exerted themselves to meet, as far as possible, every 
requirement. This grant, carefully administered, will very soon secure a 
large number of excellent school houses, thoroughly equipped with the mate- 
rials of instruction. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

The 53rd section of the Common Schools Act, provides for the voluntary 
union of the Grammar School Trustees and any board of districts school 
Trustees, for the support and management of the county Grammar School, 
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subject to the approval of the Boafd of Education. At the introduction of 
the law, the Board published such conditions of union as it was prepared to 
sanction, as follows :— 

CoNDmows of Union*— The Board of Edacation names the following conditions for 
'the union of Grammar and District Schools! — 

•(l) That all the Schools of the District shall be a continuous series. 
(2) That the most advanced department constitute the Grammar or High School and be 
subject to the joint management of the Grammar School and District Trustees. 

(3) That the Grammar or High School department bo open free to all pupils of both sexes, 
resident in the Countyi on the same conditions oi qualification as to pupils resident 
in the District. 

(4) That the Teachers (and any class-room assistant) of each department of the series 
receive Provinical aid, — the Teacher of the High School department receiving the 
Grant allowed to a first class. 

(5) That the District Trustees receive aid from the County fund for all the pupils in at- 
tendance in all the departments. 

(6) That the Grammar School Grant be paid as usual. 

Most of the boards of Grammar School Trustees responded promptly and 
favourably to these proposals. Their co-operation has been, of great value iu 
working out the series of schools adapted to the populous localities in which 
the Grammar Schools are situate. Antagonisms have thus been avoided, and 
the educational forces of the country rendered more eflFective, A general ex- 
hibit of the Grammar Schools is given in table XII. At the present time, 
those located in Bathurst, Chatham, and Hampton, are the only ones not in 
union with the Common Schools. The two former districts have refused to 
organize Common Schools. I do not certainly know why a union has not been 
secured in Hampton. 

If the existence of the Grammar School in any district has the effect of de- 
priving the people of that district of the privileges of a free education, an ad- 
equate remedy must be had. The nature of my duties during the past year 
precluded me from visiting many of these Schools. I expect to overtake this 
work the coming year. I shall be in a position to report how far these schools 
are furthering the higher education of the country, and what measures, if any, 
are needed to secure more perfectly the desired results. Within a very few 
years, we shall be in a position definitely to determine the number and char- 
acter of these secondary Schools. Their special business should be to take up 
the work of education where most of our Common Schools leave it, and carry 
it forward to that point where it may connect directly with the University. 
This design fairly, patiently, and persistently worked out, will prove the 
truest economy of means and forces already in operation, and constitute a 
powerful and harmonious system of education for New Brunswick. 

PROVINCIAL TRAINING AND MODEL SCHOOL. 

Table XIII. in Part H., and the report of the Principal in Part III*, Appen- 
dix A., present pretty full information respecting this institution. 

In pursuance of the provision of the Common Schools Act which empowers 
the Board of Education to provide for the efficient working of a Training and 
Model School, very careful attention was given to this whole* matter at the 
introduction of the law. It was' deemed absolutely necessary to extend the 
time of each session to five months, in order that tolerable facilities for in- 
. struotion in the theory and practice of teaching and school management might 
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be secured to the students in attendance. The following important Regula- 
tions of the Board of Education set forth the time and duration of each ses- 
sion, the qualifications of admission, the general course of instruction and its 
aim, and the rules which regulate the conduct and government of the institu- 
tion : — 

Sessions op the Tkaining School: There shall be two Sessions, or Terms, of the 
Training School in each year, as follows: The first Term shall begin on the first AVed- 
nesday in November, and close on the Friday preceding the March Examination; the sec- 
ond Term shall begin on the first Wednesday of May, and close on the Friday preceding 
the September Examination. Students shall not be admitted after the first week iu the 
Term, except by the consent of the Principal, to whom all . applications for admission 
are to be addressed. 

Qualification for admission: The minimum qualifications of applicants shall be 
those prescribed for Teachers of ihe Third Class, omitting professional subjects. In all 
cases certificates of good moral character must be lodged with the Principal. Holders 
of valid licenses from the Board of Education shall be elij2:ible for admission without 
examination, on presenting their licenses. 

Course of Instruction: While securing instruction in the ordinary branches of 
knowledge required to be taught in the Schools of the Province, the course of instruction 
shall be specially directed to the imparting of a specific knowledge of School Organiz- 
ation and Management, and Method in teaching. The departments of the Model School 
shall be so arranged as to secure to teachers'in-training facilities for the illustratiou and 
practice of tlie most approved methods of teaching and conducting Schools. 

Bye-Laws of the Training School: The following Bye-Laws shall be publicly read 
by the Principal at the opening of each Term, and a copy of them shall be conspicuously 
posted in the Training School : — 

(1) The Training School shall be in session 6 hours every Week-day during the term, 
Saturday, public holidays, and the Christmas vacation excepted. 

(2) It shall be the privilege of the Principal, or his Assistants, to open and close the 
daily session by reading a portion of Scripture and by prayer. No student shall be 
required to attend these exercises who shall, by written application to the Principal, 
ask to be excused on conscientious grounds. 

(3) The students shall be regular and punctual in their attendance in their several classes; 
and shall for any case of absence express to the Principal the cause thereof. Students 
not present when the Roll is called, or who leave any class without permission, shall, 
in the discretion of the Teacher, be marked as absent. 

(4) The students shall give due attention and respect to the Teachers; shall act towards 
each other with becoming courtesy ; and shall, both within and without the Institu- 
tion deport themselves in a manner befitting their future profession as educators of the 
young. 

(5) The students shall take every jwssible care of the buildings, furniture, apparatus, 
grounds, and other property belonging to the Institution; and damages caused by 
any student shall be repaired at the expense of such student. 

(6) Any student shewing disrespect to a Teacher, or discourtesy to a fellow student, shall 
be admonished and censured by the Principal ; and if persistent in such offence, shall 
be dismissed. Any student guilty of gross immorality shall be summarily expelled. 

(7) Each Teacher shall keep a Class Roll, which he shall call at the beginning of each 
lesson, marking absentees. He shall also keep a Record Book, in which he shall re- 
cord at each lesson the merit of each student's recitation, and also the absence of a 
proper deportment on the part of any student. Record marks shall be made in parts 
of 100. 

(8) Two days Of each month of the Term, beginning with the last Thursday of each 
month, shall be devoted to the Work of Review. On Thuraday the exercises shall be 
conducted orally on the work of the previous month, and on Friday by written exerci- 
ses on previous work of the Term. The closing Review of the Term shall be conduc- 
ted wholly as the Principal may determine. 

(9) Each teacher shall make a weekly Report of the average of each student's marks in 
attendance, deportment, recitation, and skill in teaching; as well as the merits of 
each student's Review exercises. 

(10) The Principal shall keep and preserve an Official Register, in which he shall enter 
each week the standing of each student with respect to attendance, deportment, re- 
citation, and professional skill. ^ j 
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(11) At the close of each Term the Principal shall report to the Chief Superintendent of 
Education, for the information of the Board of Education^ all matters of importance 
relative to the working of the Ingtitntion ; and in such report he shall present a classi- 
fication in three grades of those students who shall have proVed themselves entitled to 
the same — such classification to be based upon skill in teachings coupled with a prompt, 
courteous and successful performance of the work of the Term. Students eligible for 
classification, whose professional standing, obtained on the foregoing basis, shall 
reach 25, and be less than 50, shall be classed as possessed of fair teaching ability and 
skill; ddand less than 75, good; 75 and upwards, scperior; and the professional 
qualifications of eacn shall be expressed in both figures and words. The professional 
classification of each student shall be recited in any license obtained on examination. 

(12) The Principal shall, at the begimiing of each Term, acquaint the students with the 
following details oi the system ot classification by which their ^pro/emona/ standing i9 
to be determined: — 

1. Except in cases of sickness, an average of punctual attendance less than 75, or an 
average of deportment less than 75, shall totally disqualify a student for classifica- 
tion. . 

2. An average of recitation less than 75 shall disqualify for class superior; less than 
50, for class good; less than 87i, for class fair. 

3. The professional standing of those eligible for classification shall be obtained by an 
average of the following: — 

(a) The estimate on the regular practice in t^e departments of the Model SchooL 

(b) The estimate on special practice. 

(c) The estimate on recitation in professional work. 

{d) The estimate on written exercises on professional subjects. 

(e) The estimated value of criticism on the practice of fellow students. 

(f) To the general average of the foregoing shall be added ten per cent, on the 
excess above 75 of the student^s standing in attendance^ deportment, and reci- 
taMon. 

(13) The students shall lodge and board at such houses only as are approved b;^ th^ 
Principal. 

The practising or Model School consists of two departments, instead of three 
as formerly, each department having two sections or grades. Arrangements 
were entered into with the Board of Trustees of Fredericton, by which these 
departments form a part of the regular series of the City Schools. Advantage 
will ere long be taken, by the consent of the Trustees, of some of the best of 
the more advanced grades of the Fredericton Schools, for the illustration of 
certain principles of method and modes of management. In respect of the 
practising departments, in charge of Miss Tweedie and Miss Minard, a most 
creditable degree of efficiency has been reached. Mr. Cf octet has heartily co- 
operated with me in every effort to make them of the highest value to the 
Training School, and a credit to the Province. They are the right arm of this 
institution. ' However ably and laboriously the Principal of the Training School 
may discuss the subjects of Method and Management, his efforts must be com- 
paratively unfruitfiil unless adequate facilities for illustration and practise are 
at his command. Principles must be embodied in practise before the very eyes 
of the Students, and they themselves must have regular opportunities of prac- 
tise, conjoined with competent and judicious criticism. 

Mr. Crocket and his assistant. Miss Gregory, have unremittingly devoted 
themselves to the duties of the School, during the year. The more efficient 
this institution can be made, the greater will be the benefits conferred on the 
Common Schools of the Province. The demand for thoroughly qualified teach- 
ers is beyond the present supply. Whatever is necessary for the more effective 
equipment of the Training School, is to be regarded as an evidence of educa- 
tional progress throughout the Province. I am clearly of the opinion that the 
demands of the Free School System, will ere long require the enlargement oi 
our operations in the Training School. 
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The following Order was mad© by the Board of Education on May 31st, 1872 : 

Ordered, That after the present Term, all persoiifs admitted for instruction at the Pro- 
vincial Training School, shall be required to subscribe the following declaration at the 
time of their enrolment : — 

Declaration : I hereby declare that mv object in seeking admission into the Training 
School, is to qualify myself for the Teacher's Office, with the intention, if receiving a 
License, to engage actually in the work of teaching, — and if I shall not teach a School in 
New Brunswick under the Common Schools Act, for 3 years within the 5 ^lears next 
following ray receipt of License, I engage to repay to the Board of Education the amount 
paid me for expenses at the Training School. 

The allowance of $24 towards expenses is now paid to each student-teacher 
at the close of the Session, and for as many Sessions as he or she may find it 
advantageous to attend. Those holding District Licenses issued under the 
Parish School Act, and who have previously attended the Training School, will 
receive the same pecuniary aid as others, while attending the School. It is 
most desirable that every Teacher should, sooner or later, be able to attend at * 
least two Terms. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In consequence of the unsettled condition pf School afiairs during the year, 
I considered it of little use to send out blank returns with a view of ascertaining 
accurately the amounts expended for houses, lands, apparatus, &c. Many 
districts were not in a position to make these returns until after the Annual 
School Meeting. Having first organized the means of securing such information 
in Nova Scotia, my experience leads me to adopt the plan of ascertaining every 
two years what has been the local Income and Expenditure, and what is the 
condition of each District in respect of School property, — houses, lands, ap- 
paratus, &c. By this plan, very trustworthy statistics will be had, and the 
foundation laid for accurate reports on these topics, for the future. It must not 
be forgotten that accuracy is the moral quality of statistics, and that inaccurate 
statistics are worse than .useless, — they are misleading. I hope to present 
some trustworthy statistics on these points in my next Report. We shall then 
be in a position to institute comparisons with other countries in respect to 
School acconmiodation, the cost of education per pupil, and the devotement of 
means to the purposes of education. 

A trustworthy statement of the average rate of salaries of the several classes 
of Teachers, will be found in Table VIII. This table is founded on the contracts 
existing during the Winter Terpa. Statistics of interest respecting the dis- 
bursements of the Government grants to I'eachers, and the appropriation of the 
County Fund to Trustees, are given in Tables IX. and X. The disbursement 
of the allowance to Teachers attending the Training School is set forth in 
Table XV. ; and the total Legislative Expenditure in aid of Public Schools, to 
May 1st, is exhibited in Table XVI. 

The various branches and the number of pupils engaged in each branch are 
shewn in Table III. The number of Teachers employed and the number of 
each class are stated in Table IV., while the entire period of service of those 
of the first class is given in Table V. A statement of the visits to the Schools 
by Trustees, Inspectors, Clergymen and Members of Parliament, is contained in 
Table VII., as well as the number of public examinations held, and the number 
and value of prizes given under the supervision of the Trustees. 

TEXT BOOKS, 

By the provisions of Section 6 (5) of the Common Schools Act, the Board of 
Education is empowered to prescribe text-books and apparatus for the use of 
Schools. No duty devolved upon the Board by the Act has been more onerous. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1872 CHIEF superintendent's report. xxvii. 

and none haf been the subject of more continuous and careful deliberation. A 
tiniforin series of really good text-books is one of the greatest boons that can be 
conferred upon the Schools of any country. Once secured, it promotes econ- 
omy, since the same books may, for years, be made to serve different members 
of the family, and in whatever district they may happen to reside. It renders 
classification easy, and thus promotes order and system in School work. It 
gives definiteness to the work of the Teacher, and tone to the whole matter and 
course of instruction. 

On ascertaining, in view of the new Act, the position of the Province in 
respect of School text-books, I felt it incumbent on me to urge upon the Board 
of Education the immediate exercise of the power conferred upon it in this 
behalf, multiplied as were the other duties claiming its attention. In the dis- 
charge of this duty it has been the aim to secure books attractive in appearance, 
trustworthy in subject-matter, clear and natural in method, and of reasonable 
cost. Wherever it was not possible to secure all these qualities in the degree 
desired, preference has in all cases been given to the subject-matter and the 
method. I have some assurance in saying that the Schools of no country on 
this continent have text-books superior to those which have thus iar been pro- 
vided for Kew Brunswick. Much perplexity was experienced in dealing with 
the subject of Reading Books. Aftervery careful consideration, the Board was 
convinced that a better series could be prepared than any before ttie public, 
and it was resolved that steps be taken to secure the issue of a new series 
prepared in accordance with sound principles of didactics, and specially adapted 
to meet the requirements of a system of public education. The Primer (with 
Wall Sheets) and four Readers have been published, and the series will be 
completed during the year.* Steps have also been taken to provide elementary 
reading books of equal quality for the French districts of the Province. The 
MSS. have been approved by the Board, and it is hoped that arrangements may 
shortly be effected by which their publication may be secured. 

In a few subjects of study, no text-books have yet been prescribed. These 
are under consideration, and a decision will be reached as early as possible. 

*The following opiDioas respecting the " Boyal Headers ^ are appended ; — 

The true touch-stone of the value of a text-book is its effect upon the learners. With this in view, I 
have watched the progress of several children from the be^nnmg of the School Primer onwards. I 
bear willing witness to the rapidity and thoroughness of their advancement and also to their eager in- 
terest and manifest pleasure in learning to read. I wish to express my sense of the great good you have 
done by the improvement effected in this department alone. — Prof. Thomas Harrison, University 
of New Brunswick. 

The readers that have as yet been issued, (four]| need only to be examined in tlie light of sound edu- 
cational principles to prove their complete adaptation to our wants and the wisdom of the Board of Ed- 
ucation m prescribing them.— i><it7y Telegraph and Journal, St, John, 

Great pains have evidently been taken with their compilation, and everything seems to have beem 
thought of to make them at once useful and attractive. 

The books both in outward form and inward character are, in my judgment, superior to any series of 
Reading Books which it .has been my fortune to meet with. — H. G. Robinson, M.A., Canon of York^ 
Sng., and one of the Endowed Schools Commissioners, 

The *' Royal Renders » are ttie most interesting and instructive books of the kind I have yet seen. — • 
Miss Oakley, College for Ladies, London. 

I have very carefully examined the " Royal leaders." The plan is excellent, and the execution. If 
I may say so/even better. They are out of sight the best Series of Reading-Books published. — T. MOR- 
Hisox, M.A., Bector of the Free Churoh Normal School, Glasgow, Scotland, 

I have examined very carefully the " Primer,** and Nos. I., 11., and III. of the " Royal Readers," and 
I have no hesitation in saying that thev are, in my opinion, incomparably the best English Reading- 
Books that have ever been published. The adaptation of the means to the end in view is perfect. —A. 
■MONTGOMBRIE, LL.D., Principal of the Ladies^ College, Glasgow, Scotland. 

They are admirable in every particular. Nothing, in my opinion, would more contribute to the im^ 
provement of Education than the wide circulation of these books, and the intelligent handling of them, 
"~M. Patki^son, Bector ofth^ Training Schodl, Mornxy House, Edinburgh. 
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Aids for Lessons in Natural History. — This matter has received some 
attention. Suitable lessons on animals and plants are of much service in school 
work. The habit of careful observation lies at the bottom of all sound general- 
ization, and natural objects, or faithful representations of them, supply the most- 
powerful means of cultivating this habit in the young. But it is essential that 
any such aids introduced into the School room shall be true to nature in every 
particular, and that an obvious method shall determine both their' character and 
extent, I anticipate that the Board of Education will shortly fee able to secure 
suitable diagrams of animals and plants, for use in our schools. When secured,. 
Teachers will be able, with much advantage to other studies, to enliven the 
work of the School room with interesting lessons respecting animal and plaat 
life. 

INDUSTBIAL DRAWING. — The Subject of elementary drawing, especially 
with a view to its industrial applications, has also been the subject of some 
correspondence during the year. The Board of Education will, I think,, 
do well to await the completer development of the plans now in progress- 
in Massachusetts, under the supervision of Mr. Walter Smith, State Director 
of Art Education. It is my purpose, if other duties permit, shortly to give 
this whole subject the attention which it deserves, and to solicit the action 
of the Board of Education wdth a view to. the taking of such preliminary 
steps as our circumstances may justify. 

PLANS OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Nova Scotia was the first country that provided by statute for the classifi- 
cation of all the school going children of populous districts into an ascend- 
ing series of grades, according to the attainments of the children. The 
Common Schools Act of this Province contains a similar enactment, and 
means have been adopted within the past two years, to secure some of the 
more obvious advantages of this mode of organization in the Province of 
Ontario. This important provision — contained in the 29th Sec of the 
Common Schools Act — has received the careful attention of the Board of 
Education during the year. Regulations 5 — 14 cover the whole subject of 
school buildings, furniture and premir.es, adapted to the special require- 
ments of the law. The diflSicult subjects of the heating and ventilating of 
school buildings, have been examined with much care. There is no 
feature of the school service of greater importance to the country than the 
character of the school accommodation. It is quite within the reach of 
every school district to secure houses and furniture suitable for school 
work, and to arrange the school premises in a proper manner. The 
question of expense scarcely enters into the subject, since a suitable equip- 
ment i» not necessarily more expensive than an unsuitable one, and what- 
ever is essential to the physical welfare of the children while at school 
cannot properly be withheld by any district In order the better to 
assist the local parties in providing suitable accommodation, the Board re- 
vived to publish plans for the construction and furnishing of school 
I^QjPMJes, J, T. 0. McKean, Esq., Architect, St, John, was employed to 
.prepare such design* and general specifications as would meet the require- 
jnents of the Act and the Eegulations of the Board. After these designs 
were approved, they were lithographed by the St, John & Halifax Litho- 
graphic Cq., and pubU^l^ed in book form. A supply has been lodged with 
each Cpunty Inspe^^r, and the use of the plans can be had free of charge 
by any board of District Trpstgies. Full sets of Worjki^g Drawings were 
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also procuTed from the Architect, and the Education Office, throngh the 
Board of Public Works, supplies, on application, copies of these drawings 
w^ithout charge to any district about to erect a new house. Considerable 
time and means have been expended upon these plans, but I have felt 
justified, by the importance of the subject, in urging the Board of Educa- 
tion to make permanent provision for their supply. 1 know of no eountrv 
where this matter has been mot in so satisfactory a way, and the result will 
be that in a few years New Brunswick will have healthy, convenient and 
comely school houses, 

Ab already intimated, I am not in a position to report the number of new 
houses built during the past year, or the amount expended for school ac- 
commodation, I am aware that many districts deferred the erection of 
new houses, in order to secure the perfected plans of the Board of Educa- 
tion. It will be seen by the Inspectors' Reports, that a good number of 
new houses were built, York County alone having erected some thirty. 
Special mention should also be made of the two school houses erected by 
the Trustees of the town of St. Stephen, at a cost of over $10,000. , ^ , 

A STAFF OF QUALIFIED TEACHERS. 

The supply of qualified teachers, and their retention in the school service, 
is a problem which no Province or State on this Continent has satisfac- 
torily solved. In the business of education, the man or woman who 
educates, is everything. A qualified teaching staff, is therefore, necessary 
io the wide diffusion of sound education. This truth has been clearly 
apprehended and deeply felt by those entrusted with the administration of 
public systems. While too much attention can hardly be bestowed upon 
school-houses, furniture, text-bo<^s and apparatus, it is evident that these, 
however skilfully devised, stop short of the requirements of the case. The 
matter lies deeper. The living agent, the teacher, is the power which 
actually determines the efficiency of all other instrumentalities. What is 
manifestly required therefore, as an. essential part of a common school 
system, is a staff of ^ciont teachers, men and women skilled in the 
difficult business of teaching. This is the very heart of the whole thing. 
Failure here is not made good by houses, books, or other appliances : it is 
failure out and out. 

" The teacher is the school." My experience and observation, both on 
this Continent and in Great Britain and Ireland, have forced the sentiment 
of the old maxim into my blood. I should not discharge my duty satis- 
factorily to myself, if I failed to give expression to the strength of my 
convictions on this point. Let any intelligent person fix his mind for a 
little on the best teacher he ever knew. Let him call to mind the sweet- 
ness of that teacher's ways, the clearness of his methods, the accuracy of his 
knowledge. How skilfully he put one in possession of one's own powers. 
How soon his pupils began to respect themselves, and to have confidence in 
their own abilities. How dehghtful to them was study, and how soon 
they learned, and with what an outcome of genuine power, that the bound- 
less world of knowledge was not his alone, bi^t theirs, and all men's. Place 
now such a teacher in every school in New Brunswick : what possibilities 
of noble endeavor and achievement could be denied to a people reared 
under such guidance! And yet the Pc^rli^ment of New Brunswick, 
having called into existence a system of fre^ education, ismnder obligations 
to do its utmost to secure this very result. Just as far os, ve approxiinato 
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it, and no further, shall we attain the object for which any public educa- 
tional provision can legitimately exist. 

I wish to suggest for the consideration of Parliament what appears to 
me to be fundamental in this matter. It is this : the deliberate adoption 
of such measures as are calculated to bind the whole brotherhoood and 
sisterhood of teachers of this Province together in a recognized profession. 
I here take it for granted that the business of teaching can fairly be shown 
to meet the conditions demanded of the general professions, though 
differing, of necessity, in some of its aspects from them all. I shall, there- 
fore, proceed at once to specify the two conditions which, in my judgment, 
are essential to its actual assumption of such a character before the public. 
The first condition is this : — 

None but persons wlio prove ihemsehes qualified in a prescribed degree must receive 
authority to engage as Teachers in the Public Schools. 

This condition is fundamental. Now it is certainly possible to ascertain with 
sufBcient accuracy whether the attainments of any applicant for authority to prac- 
tice in any recognized department of the profession, are such as to warrant, without 
injustice to any, the issue of that authority in accordance with established principles 
applicable alike to all. A common authority must guard the door of admission to 
the profession, and the character of this common authority, and the uniformity of 
its operations, must be such as to preclude all suspicion of favoritism, and command 
in all respects the confidence of the public. 

This first condition has been, 1 trust, fairly met by the action of the Board of 
Education respecting the qualifications and classification of teachers, as set forth in 
the following Regulation : 

Begul3.tioil 30. — Licensing of Teachers under the operation of the •Set : The 
following rules are prescribed with respect to the licensing of Teachers under the opera- 
lion of the Act : 

(1) Persons eligible for Examination: No person shall be eligible for examination 
lor license (except us specially provided by Reg. 32), or for advancement of Class^ 
unless presenting to the Chief Superintendent, one month previous to the date fixed 
for the examination, satisfactory proof— 

If a male, that he is 18 years of age ; if a female, that she is 16 yearft of ag^ : That he or 
she 18 of temperate habits and good moral character: Has attended the Provincial 
Training School at Last one Term j or 
Holds, at the time of application, a valid license granted previous to Jan. 15, 1872, under 

the authority of the Board of Education ; or 
Has undergone training at a recognized Training or Normal School in another country, or 
Holds a diploma from a chartered College or University ; 
and no person, except one who, on examination, has failed to obtain a license of 
any class, or, of the first class by reason of bad spelling, or a student in continuous 
attendance at the Provincial Training School, shall be eligible for more than one 
examination within a period of twelve months. Graduates of a chartered College or 
University shall be at liberty to apply for examination in all the subjects of the 
syllabus, or in reading and professional subjects only. 

(2) Prqvincial Licenses : Ail Licenses issued by authority of tha Board of Education,, 
bearing da^e subsequent to January 15, 1872, (except as specially provided by Keg. 
32^ shall be under Seal of the Board ; and shall be valid throughout the Province 
of New Brunswick, during the good behaviour of the holders. 

(3) Times find Stations of Examinatioi}; An examination shall be held each year 
at Fredericton in March and September, and at St. John and Chatham in September,, 
only, — begmhing in each case at 9 o'clock, a. m., on the third Tuesday of the 
in[>op|h* Ti^e cxami,n{^tion shall be hold in such building as may be appomted by 
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the Chief Superiotendent, who shall give ot least three weeks^ public noiice thereof 
in such manner as he shall deem proper. Each station of examination shall be 
open to- eligible candidates from all parrs ; and no candidate shall be allowed any 
opportunity of examination other than as specifiod above. 

(4) Written Emtninaiions : Except io Heading, the examination shall be conducted 
wholly on paper ; and the Chief Superintendent shall prepare, and shall have printed, 
suitable que&tiops \or each class, in accordance with the prescribed syllabus of ex- 
amination ; and shall supply a sufficient quantity of these papers, together with 
copies of such rules and instructions as he may deem expedient fur the due conduct 
of the exammation. The examination papers shall be securely sealed, and the seal 
OD each package shall be broken in the presence of the candidates when required 
for actual use in the examination. 

(5) Chief Superintendent to have charge of the Examination — Reading: The Chtef 
Superintendent of Education shall, either in person or by his deputy, preside at any 
examination ; and shall, previously to distributing any question-papers to the candi- 
dates present, determine by oral exercises whether any candidate's knowledge and 
abilities with respect to Reading are sufficiently accurate and excellent to permit 
such candidate to undergo further examination for the class of License for which 
application has jeen made. 

(6) The Examination to be undergone in good faith : The Chief Superinten(lent, or his 
deputy, shall place on fyle in the Education Office, a sworn report of the examina- 
tion, in which he shall record any known infringement of the Regulations of ^he 
Board. In the event of any candidate taking into the room any book, notes, or any 
thing from which to derive assistance in the examination, or copying from anoth<^r, 
or allowing another to copy from him, it shall be the duty of the Chief Superin- 
tendent, or his deputy, to dismiss such candidate at once from the examination, and 
to renoove his name fiom the candidates' list ; but if the evidence of such case be 
not clear at ttie time, or be obtained subsequent to such dismissal, the case shall be 
duly recorded in writing, and the candidate's papers shall be rejected if the evidence 
be conclusive. 

(7) Estimation oj Candidate's papers : At the close of the examination, the Chief 
Superintendent shall promptly forward each candidate's papers to the Examiners 
appointed by the Board of Education, a portion to each, viz : to the Examiner in 
Language, the Examiner in Geography and History, the Examiner in Mathe- 
matics, and the Examiner in Teaching and School Management. Each Ex- 
aminer shall express his judgment of the merits of each paper submitted to him, by 
means of numbers — taking 100 as the highest possible mark. ' The Examiners shall 
leturn the papers as promptly as possible to the Chief Superintendent who shall pre- 
serve them on fyle for a period of five years. 

(S) Spelling: Each Examiner shall note and report the number of ordinary words 
misspelled by each candidate ; and the average of marks obtained by any candidate 
on his whole examination shall be increased by .5 as many times as the number of 
words so reported shall bet less than 6. No candidate who misspells upwards of 6 
ordinary words in the course of the examination shall be deemed qualified to receive 
a license in advance of the second class. At the September examination in each 
year, an exercise in spelling shall on application be prepared for candidates who at 
any previous examination made an average of 60 or upwards on the papers of the 
first class, and were debarred from receiving license of the first class by reason of 
bad spelling. The Exercise shall not exceed one hour in length and shall be con- 
fined to common words, and any such candidate not making more than six errors 
shall be granted a license of the first class without further examination. 
(9) Standards of award : In awarding Licenses, the following principles shall be 
strictly adhered to ; — 
{a] To obtain the class worked for, the average of the E&amiaers' marks (the regulations 
respecting spelling being daly observed), must be 50 or upwards ; to obtain the next 
lower class, the average mast be 40 or upwards ; aiid to obtain the second below the 
o&e worked for, the average must be at least 30. 
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(b} In each case, there must be no mwk further below half of the TequiredjaTprage than: 
the actual average is above the requirement, with this limitation — that where there are 
more than one paper demanded under one general subject (as io the case of History, 
Mathematics, &c.), if the average of the marks on these papers equals^the required 
general average, these papers shall be exempt from the operation of this principle; and 
that any candidate making the required average for a given class shall not be debarred 
hereby from receiving the next lower c^ss. 

(c) In order to obtain a Grammar School License, candidates will be required to make a. 
general average of 50 or upwards on the whole examination, with no mark in the £ng> 
lish branches further below 37.50 than such average is above 50. In Latin the average 
of marks must be 50 or upwards, and in Greek, 37.50 or upwards. Candidates for this- 
license who have previously made an average of 75 or upwards on the syllabus pre- 

. scribed for the first class, are to work papers on those subjects only which are peculiar- 
to the syllabus for a Grammar School License. Candidates working the exercises on 
professional subjects only (1), will be required to make an average of 75 or upwards. 

(10) Results of Examination : Each candidate shall be notified by mail of the result, 
of his examination, and be furnished with a Memorandum of the estimates placed 
upon his several papers by the Examiners. 

I think it will be admitted that the foregoing regulations fairly meet the first 
condition specified, at least as far as it is desirable to attempt to meetlt in this 
way. The rest must be left to the operation of the provisions involved in the^ 
remaining condition. This Province, then, is in a position to consider with care- 
the jsecond condition referred to. It is this : 

Ttaching must afford such pecuniary guarantees , as shall permit quaii/led persons to- 
make it their business for life* 

I do not refer especially to the obligations resting upon the local communitie& 
in this matter. These obligations are great, and must, of course, be assumed, 
before we shall have a staff of qualified persons making teaching their life work. 
These obligations will be acknowledged and discharged very much in accordance 
with the estimate placed by the Legislature of the Province upon the Qttaliti of 
the work performed in the Schools. This estimate can find effective expression 
only in the means adopted by the Province to insure to the people that the charac- 
ter of each teacher's work shall be regularly and adequately tested, and publicly 
made known by the giving or withholding of suitable rewards. Granted 9ucL 
were done by the Province, it is plain that the Iqcal communities would thus bo 
continuously appealed to by the importance assigned to the business of teaching. 
I make no doubt in saying that it is the duty of the Province to lead in this mat- 
tex, and with solicitude to foster an abiding educational interest in the minds of 
of all the people* I shall, therefore, confine my suggestions to such pecuniary 
guarantees as, in my view, the Province can fairly undertake in this behalf, and 
ere long ought to undertake. The guarantees which I propose to every successful 
teacher y — i. e. to every teacher whose quality of work attests his success year in 
and year out — are ^ definite pecuniary emoluments in the event of ill-healtL 
or old age overtaking him while engaged in the school service of the Province. 
These emoluments should be proportioned to the teacher's success and his period 
of public service. 

It is obvious that Provincial guarantees thus conditioned, involve the periodic 
classification of the Schools by competent men, involve in 'short an efficient system 
of School inspection by the Province. I do not stay to demonstrate that a well- 
ordered system of inspection is the right hand and eye of a public school system,. 
since it is equally necessary whether the pecuniary guarantees of which I speak be 
provided or not, and since the provisions of Section 11 of the Common Schools Act,. 
and Regulation 42 of the Board of Education, manifestly contemplate just such. 
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a system of inspection as is required to secure the object immediately under con- 
sideration : 

Sec. 11. — From and after the period of five years from the time this Act goes into 
force, the Provincial aid to Teaehers and Assistants, qualified and employed as aforesaid, 
shall be regulated in part according to the class of license, and la part accordmg to the 
quality of the instruction given in the School as determined by the semi-annual exami- 
nation of pupils by an Inspector, as follows: For the School year, or rateably as above, 
Male Teachers of the first cla^s, one hundred and ten dollars ; of the second class, eighty 
dollars ; of the third class, sixty dollars : Female Teachers of the first class, seventy 
dollars; of the second class, fifty dollars; of the third class, forty dollars: in addition, 
each Teacher whose School shall be reported by the Inspector, in respect of quality of 
iDstraction, as entitled in any half year to the first rank, shall receive for the half year 
at the rate of forty dollars per year ; the second rank, at the rate of twenty-five dollars ; 
the third rank, at the rate of ten dollars, or rateably as above : each such Assistant shall 
receive a sum equal to one-half the grants to Teachers; 

FfiOM THE Regulations of the Board.— The sum placed at the disposal of the Board of Edu- 
cation for Inspectors' salaries is insufficieot to secure the services of professional Teachers for the 
office. It is believed that the interests of education will be best promoted by the employment of 
Inspectors, for a limited period, chiefly in the work of making practically known to the people the 
provisions of the law, the steps to be taken to secure its advantages, the requirements respecting 
school accommodation, the careful and proper adjustment of boundaries, and in short, all matters 
necessary to enable every District to become so familiar with correct modes of procedure as to 
ensure the regular support of schools. As soon as this condition is recuihed, the work of inspeo- 
tion proper will require special attention, and demand professional qualifications for its successful 
discharge, as contemplated by the following Regulation :• — . 

Regulation 42. — Uniform ceriijication of candidates for Inspectorships : In view 
of the operation of Section II of the Act, all candidates for the office of Inspector shall, 
at or before the period assigned for the operation of such Section, have taught for a 
period of at le'ast three years, and shall have obtained a license of the Grammar School 
Class in accordance with Regulations 30 and 31 ; and upon appointment to ofiice each 
Inspector shall spend one term at the Provincial Training School, or such time as the 
Board of Education may require, with a view to a more perfect acquaintance with the 
methods of School Management and Teaching to be employed in the schools* of the 
Province. 

Taking it for granted that the schools of a population not exceeding 40,000 will 
be assigned to each Inspector in the discharge of the duties contemplated by Sec. 
11 of the Act, I shall briefly outline the manner in which they may be periodically 
classified in respect of the Quality of work done in them. I would group all school 
subjects under two heads, — ObligcUory and Optional. The obligatory subjects 
would be (say) such as reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, English* 
grammar and composition. The optional subjects would include all others now 
taught in our schools, with the elements of vocal music> industrial drawing, and 
physical science. 

The Board of Education would adjust and publish a programme of proficiency 
in obligatory subjects, and another in optional subjects. I am . aware of the diffi- 
cult and responsible task involved in the preparation of these programmes ; but it 
is practicable. The great point to be had in mind is to save the programme from 
stimulating mechanical teaching, to grasp subjects vitally and not by mere exter- 
nals, and to lift; principles to the surface, and not mere farms. To entitle any school 
to be classed at all, not less than 75 per cent of the number of pupils on each class- 
roll should be presented for inspection. To entitle a school to the first rank 65 
per cent, should pass in the obligatory subjects, and an equal perdentage of those 
engaged with optional subjects should pass in two subjects of this programme,^^ 
it being obligatory to teach two of stich subjects (if the condition of the school 
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pennkted,) btit tbe teacher havihg the option as to what two they shall be. Only 
one subject under physical science should be allowed in any term. If only 50 p^r 
cent, of any class (of pupilsj passed in two subjects^ a school should, be entitled to 
be placed in the front rank if the number of passes averaged 65 for the schooL 
But if this partial failnre were repeated in the same subjects in anodier class (of 
•pupils), the school ahotild hot rank as first even if el^[ible in nil other respects, 
because this repeated double -Mlure would argue inefficient teacjmig of these 
Wbj^Qts. 

To entitle a school to the second rank 5d per cent, shouldbe required instead of 
65, and one subject ifrom the optional programme. Repeated double failure, on 
the basis of 25 per cent, instead of 50, to disqualify the school for second rank, 
eT^n if etherise entitled to it. 

To entitle a sfchdol to the tihird rawk, 40 pel: cerit. of enrolled pupils rfiottfd b6 
required to pass in the obligatory BubjectB> and repeated ^o^ble Sdlure 'out and 
out, in any two subjects, should preclude the school from classification. 

The nnmber of passes in each subject, multipKed by 100, divided by the num- 
%efr oh the cksB-ifoIl, gives the percentage of passes in lihat subject ; a.nd the mean 
of these percentages gives the standard according to which the rank of the School 
would be determined. The outline I have now given is of course, to be under- 
stood as merely etpf roxiinate. The plan I have suggested is firaoted expreiisly 
wit!h the view of avoiding the evils which ^diicationists too truly, in my opinion, 
allege to here in the English plan. The foremtost teachers in Scotland assured 
me that the chief objection now existing in that country to the English plan, was 
that it igridfed the correlation of the valrious subjects of study, and virtually barred 
iihe- way to tTie employment of the most successful metliods of dealing with the 
fundamental subjects. Experiment after experiment has been made, and it has 
been shewn beyond all question, that schools confined to the study of the three 
iR's make less progress in these isubjects in, the same period of time, than thosfe 
'ha\ihg a more liberal cdurse of mudy. There is abundant proof that the soundefi^ 
ihstructioii in the essential branches is comfatible with ian extended cbur^ <f[ in- 
struction in other subjects. The plan outlined does not countenance the notibn 
that a dry mechanical knowledge of any branch, is the thing to be sought after, 
put it does assunxe three important|"things :-7-First, that good tieiachers cah so in- 
form the minds of their pupils that these pupils shall be able readily to command 
their IchoWledge iind set It forth ; secondly, that competent men can be had to per- 
form this work of fairly testing the knowledge possessed and valuing 'the know- 
ledge exhibited by any given number of pupils; and thirdly, that the Central 
Alithbrify shall watcih with untiring vigiltoce the inception, growth, and maturing 
of tlae whole system. These assumptions are warantable ones, and are obviously in- 
volved in the provisions of the llth Section of the Act. 

The outline I have now given, indicates the general system of fichool work tod 
supervision which must in a few years result from the operation of the Common 
*i5ch6ols Act. I now return to the con^deration of the pecuniary guarahtees to 
teachers, in view of ill-Jiealth or old age, and which may be so grafted on the 
School system at this point as to contribute powerfully towa'rds securing the per- 
manent employment of the best teachijrs. I respectfully subhiit *that the Board of 
lEducatibn should be enipowered to annex to the terminal payhients provided by 
Section 11, the following SpBciAii Pecuniary Guarantees to Teachers, in the 
event of loss offiealth in the service or disability from old age : 

1. A School (or Departihent) passing iin the first, second, or -third rank, ^haB 
mtitle th& te»ab6r tp « yearly allowance from the Board of Education e^ual to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1872 ' CHIBF SUPERIHTBVDXHT'S RBP0&:^ XXXV. 

following' amoant^ pear year, for every year of service performed under this guar- 
antee : . 

Males, Females. 

Fbst Bank! First Bank |i 

Second Bank $ Second Bank $ 

Third Bank $ Third Bank$ 

Where the series of passes 'made includes diflferent Banks, the proportionate 
average amount aflfxed tp these diflferent Banks shall form the yearly unit; but 
when the whole series of inspections of a school (or schools) taught by any teacher 
shews less than seventy-five per cent, of passes in some Bank, there shall be no 
claim to the special pecuniary guarantee, until this per pentage is restored. 

2. Teachers who shall have taught for a period of at least five years, on an 
average, in each district in which h^ or she has been employed under this guaran- 
tee, and the whole series of inspections of whos^ schools shews seventy-five per 
cent, of passes in the First Bank, shall be entitled to receive a yearly allowance 
from the Board equal lo the following amount per year, for every year, of service 
performed hereunder : Male Teachers $ — , Female Teachers $ — . 

It is specially to be observed that the Bank of the School has no legal connec- 
tion with the Class of the Teacher, but is wholly dependent upon the Quality 
of the work professed by the School, under the operation of an Obligatory apd 
Optional programme of instruction. This leaves ample room and verge for the 
recognition of every form of teaching ability, and affords no shelter for talented 
indolence. 

It i^ my. conviction that the sugj'estions offered include in essence, and must 
evolve in operation, a fulness of sound results far beyond what the first blush of 
the subject might disclose. I shall briefly attempt to put these suggestions to the 
test. And in doing so, I wish anew to direct attention to uAat it is toe are in search 
of. It is this simply : the right education of the people of our Province, — not the 
right education of the few and the wrong education of the many, but i^ measure 
of tjie veritable thing itself for all. This is the aim, nothing more, or less, oir 
else. Any proposition, come whence it may, that seeks incorporation into a 
school system, is to be condemned, if it can be she^n that its operation will not 
always and ever be a means to this end. But if it fairly passes this test, it is 
genuine, and all should unite for its incoming and welconie. Do, then, the two 
suggestions I have ventured to oflPer i^ behalf of a teaching profession in this Pro- 
vince, so touch the complex sources of School life as to evoke concarrently all th^ 
forces of the school organism in the spread oi sound education ? I think a satis* 
factory reply to this crucial question may be rapidly outlined : 

For the province to demand specifi^c qualifications as tl^e basis of conferring 
authority to teach, involves the determination by the Province of t;he nature of 
these qualifications, the ensuring of suitable facilities for their attainment, and the 
careful ei^amination by competent persons of all applicants fo^ license. Thus, at 
one stroke, scholastic and professional preparation is quickened over the whole 
country, and quickened for all tin^e. 

Persons who are Qpt capable of den^onstrating a reasqnable 4®gree of fitnesu^ 
{qx the work of teaching will not seek to ei^^;er upon it, or jfee^ting, will bq det^ar- 
red. ypung mpn and ypuqg women of goqd parts observe that the Provii^ce 
has wqrk for theni to do,«— work which she impressively declares to be of great 
moment, and which unqualified persons will not be comniiasiqne^ \o un4er^ake9 
and their sympathies are unlisted in th^s departnient q( the publip service. 
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There is ever being born into the community a host of true souls, such as real 
teachers are made.of, who are ready to renounce the prospect of becoHimg wealthy, 
for the sake of doing service in a great and worthy cause. All that is needed is 
the public assurance that the material wants of themselves and theirs shall be 
provided for in a manner tolerably in keeping with the functions to be discharged. 
Let this class of persons once know that the Province is pledged to make public 
declaration ot the quality of the teacher's work, and that those who do good work 
can devote their lives to it without being exposed to distress and want in their 
dajs of weakness and old age, and the Province will have their services in the 
school rooms of the land. And let me here remark that the, special pecuniary 
guarantees which I have suggested, are not pay for the services done, but simply 
the removal of an obstacle which would have prevented the service being done ; 
and the recognition of the importance and value of the service. 

To keep the door of the profession wide open for the admission of the best 
talent of the country, and at the same time to keep another door open for 
the qiiiet withdrawal of those who from whatever cause, are not successful 
teachers, is a problem that must be solved before sound education can be widely 
diffused. But the careful classification of all teachers by the Province, and the 
periodic class^ification of their schools under the conditions and in the manner sug- 
gested, with the accompanying guarantees, would set the door of entrance wide 
open, render those happy who love the work, and ever motion the remainder 
towards the door of exit. And just here, by way of example, I wish to put a 
current proposition to the touchstone of this test* Both on this continent and in 
Europe a superannuated teachers' fund is thought to be a most desirable thing. 
In this opinion I fully concur, but not in the principle on which wiy fund 
known to me is administered. Take the Ontario lund, which illustrates a feature 
common to all that have come under my notice. Every teacher may pay 
in a certain trifling sum each year, and thereby become entitled, in the event of 
disability, to draw out annually a sum equal to $6 a year for every year he has 
been employed. The Legislature of Ontario grants in aid of this fund some 
$4,000 annually. Now, the benefits of thi^ fund do not flow to the r^cip^ients 
as the recognition by the Province of the excellence of service rendered. The 
benefits are open to good, poor and indifferent teachers alike. Hence persons 
who lack the energy necessary to make a decent livelihood in other callings, dis- 
cover that their country's forethought has met their needs exactly. The result is, 
they are powerfully drawn towards 'keeping school,' They can eke out the 
present as well at teaching, as at anything else ; while the fund so thoughtfully 
created for the cloudy day ahead, begets in them a persistent continuance in the 
work. . The shifts of which they are capable pass comprehension. Their exist- 
ence in the profession drives many worthy persons out of it, and keeps more from 
entering it. These •' specks in the garnered fruit" generate decay. Poor teachers 
multiply, and the school system is weighed down with them. This is the obvious 
tendency of a fund so administered, and unless powerfully counteracted must 
retard the spread of sound education among the people at large. But, unless I 
greatly mistake, the pecuniary guarantees I have suggested, meet the very case 
these superannuated funds were created to meet, and on principles which pass the 
test. These guarantees are for excellence of work, — excellence not of to-day, or 
of to-morrow, but throughout the entire period of service. ♦Those whose schools 
fail of being ranked at all, or of maintaining the minimum s'tatus, are not doing a 
tolerable measure of the educational «vork required. The publication of this fact 
by the Province withholding the pecuniary guarantees given to others, must result 
in stimulating such teachers to diligence and effort, or in causing them to make 
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room fcr better teachers. The migratory habits of teachers can also be effectively 
checked by the operation of these guarantees, so far as it is desirable to check 
them. 

I think I have sufficiently indicated the far-reaching character of the simple 
suggestions T have offered, and shown their adaptation to the end in view. I am 
impressed with the thought that the administration of the entire school system of 
the Province should be regulated by a few fundamental principles within the com- 
prehension of all, yet so gathering up into themselves every detail and directing 
the application of every force, that the operation of the system in every part shall 
unceasingly proclaim that the sole object sought is the widest diffusion of sound 
education. 

It will be observed that the views now presented have an exclusive bearing up- 
on our future Teachers. I see no way of creating and administering a general 
fund for the relief of teachers already disabled or who will soon be superannuated, 
which is not open to very grave objections. Several cases deserving of relief (one 
being that of a teacher who has fSuthfuUy taught upwards of forty years in New 
Brunswick), have been presented to the Board of Education during the past year. 
But the Board has no power to grant any aid. It appears to me that the most satis- 
feictory mode of meeting the cases that now exist, and those which may arise 
before any such general plan as that which I have outlined could become opera- 
tive, would be for the Legislature to empower the Board of Education to deal with 
each case on its merits, and to grant such relief as the Board may think deserved. 
No general provision, applicable alike to all cases, would be wise, since, I am 
bound to say, I have reason to believe there would be some applicants who are 
wholly undeserving of any aid. I trust this reccmmendation may be favorably 
considered by the Legislature. 

POLICY IN REFERENCE TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS. • 

Much attention has been given to the adjustment of the boundaries of the 
several School Districts during the past year, especially in the Counties of 
King's, Charlotte, and York. Most of the local difficulties arising out of 
this matter have now been settled, and no effort will be spared to remove 
any existing grounds of complaint. Notwithstanding the difficulty attendant 
upon, the division of the Province into small School Districts, I am decidedly 
of the o]dnion that this is the true plan to adopt at the introduction of a Free 
School System. The inequalities that exist between Districts are tolerably 
counterbalanced by the County Fund ; while the whole matter of school 
accommodation is presented to each community in the most practicable way. 

Local exertion exclusively determines the amount of Provincial and 
County aid to be received by any District toward the maintenance of a school. 
This is the most powerful instrumentality that can be evoked, arid under its 
influence a much more liberal educational provision will be made than could 
be attempted by any general authority. As soon, however, as houses are 
provided, and schools well established, it will be for the Board of Education 

?*advjaUy to enlarge the area of the Districts, until, in time, District and 
arish lines shall be co-extensive. Of course, this must be the work of 
yeais,and the rapidity with which such aggregation of Districts into a single 
District shall take place; must depend upon the progress of the educational 
sentiment of the people. Some Cpunties will advance in this matter more 
rapidly than others. It was not till 1870 that Massachusetts was able to 
make all her School Districts co-extensive with her " Towns.'* 
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KB8BRVATI0N OF PUBLIC LANDS FOR EDUCATION. 

I wish merely to call the attention of the Legislature to this subject. The 
length Yrhich tKip. Report has already reached precli^des any discussion of it 
But it seems to me that the m?^tter is TVQrthy of much coasi^eratioA, ^d that 
no time should be. lost in deterinining the questiop, It is n?y conviction that 
no reservations should be. made for merely Ipcal purpose^, nor should they 
be vested in local parties. The public domain should, in this matter, b^ re- 
served in the interests of all the people of the Province, and vested in Pro- 
vincial Trustees, perhaps in the Board of Education. The funds accruing 
from any such reservations should be applied in aid of Education generally, 
rather than in the particular District or Parish where such lands happen to lie. 
Provision would thus be made for the future, by which poor districts might 
be assisted in building. Such ftmds could also be properly applied in aid 
of school apparatus for all Schools. The requirements, moreoverj of the 
Provincial Training School must ever increase with the progress of Educa- 
tion in New Brunswick, and the time will come when the Board of Education 
must take steps for the erection of a suite of buildings specially adapted to 
the wants of such an institution. These objects ar^e evidently before us, and 
in view of the limited flnancial resources of the Province, it appears to me 
very desirable that provision be made in the manner suggested, in order that 
no arrestment, in mture years, shall be placed upon the educational work 
upon which the Province has now entered. 

AMENDMENT OF THE COMMON SCHOOLS ACT. 

The Honorable Attorney General, and other Members of the Executive 
Council, are quite as familiar as myself with the instances in which difficul- 
ties have arisen, on account of slight imperfections in some of the details of 
the Act. It is desirable that these defects be remedied, and that any addi- 
tioi^ftl provisions which the year's experience has shewn tQ be necess^iry, be 
also included. The only suggestion I shall here offer is ope with a view of 

Jrotecting Bistricfe^frew being deprived of the benefit^ of ^ Oopimon School. 
n niany Districts the raterpayers assembled at the annual meeting, have, 
perhaps by a na^ority of only one» prevented the opening of a Bistrict School. 
If apy rate-payer prefers to send his children to a private Sichopl, this prefer- 
ence ought not to free him fros^n the couRmoq obligation to support the puh- 
lic institutions of the Province, much leas to impel him tp deprive others of 
the advantages of such institutions. And yet this has beep, the result in 
mapy iqstftnoes. Others having no children to educate, have used their influ- 
ence and vote to prevent the organization of a school, that they niiffht escape 
the local assessniept. These conibined causes have led the pepple in num- 
bers of Districts to inflict great injury upon many persons who haye cheer- 
fully done all in their power to uphold the solenan enactments of the Legis- 
lature, and who have desired to discharge, in a loyal spirit, every obligation 
therein contemplated. It appears to me that when the Legislature has de- 
liberately declared its purpose to establish a system of free education for all 
the people, and in pursuance of this object appropriates the public funds in 
aid of teachers' salaries, and provides for the compujsory rating of all the 
inhabitants of each County, it cannot properly permit the contravention of 
its purpose by the inhabitants of any School District.* The people of each 
District can doubtless adjust their local requirements in respect of school 
accommodation better than the Legislature, but the power now reposed in 
the majority for this purpose has unhappily been used in some. Districts to 
contravene the whole scope and design of the enactment of the Legislature. 
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Clearly, then, there is both a necessity for a remedy, and an obligation 
upon the Legislature to supply it. And I would respectfully suggest that it 
be enacted, that in cases where Districts fail to make the necessary provision 
for public school purposes, it shall be the duty of the Trustees to make an 
estimate of the amount required, and upon receiving the sanction of the 
County Inspector or the Board of Education, to levy and collect the same. 
In other words, that it be enacted that the rate-payers shall not have power 
to deprive the District of the privileges of a Common School. 

I would call special attention to the brief Reports of the County Inspectors 
given in Appendix B. They form an important part of this Report, and will 
well repay a careful perusal. I do not, of course, hold myself responsible for 
any opinions expressed by the writers of the papers included in Part HE of 
the Education Ueport. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your Excellency's obedient servant, 

THEODORE H. RAND. 
Education Office, Predericton. 
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SUPERIOR SCHOOLS, AS EMBODIED IN TABLE A, PARTS L & IL 



LOCALITY. 



COUNTY. 



PARISH. 
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NAMES. 
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Albert r.. 
Carleton. 



Charlotte 

Gloucester 

Kent 

King's 



St Andrews . 
Batharst 



Northumberl'd 



Hampton. 
Kingston. 
Norton ... 
Sussex... 



Newcastle. 



Queen's ...... 

Restigouche . . 
Saint John.... 



Sunbury. 
Victoria . 



Westmorland. 



York. 



Hillsboro'. 



Richmond . . 
Wakefield.. 
Woodstock.. 



Richibucto.. 



David B. White, 

L. E. Wortman, A.B. 
Geo. Alfred Coates,. . 



George A. Inch, .. ... . • 

David P. Weimore, . . . 
C. B. Trueman, A. B. . 

S. C. Wilbur, A. B 

C. Raymond, Ass't.. ..< 



John Sivewright, . . . 
C. Alexander, Ass't. 



Hampstead 

Addington 

Lancaster 

Portland 

St. John So. 1.. 
St. John No. 2., 

Maugerville.... 



Andover. 
Gordon... 



Dorchester.. 
Moncton ... 



Shediac... 
Salisbury. 



Douglas . . . 
St. Mary's . 



Bamford W. Dufly, . . . 

Ivory Kilburn 

W. W. B.Anderson,.. 
William M'luiosh, . . . 



D. George Bennet, . . 

E.H.M< Alpine, A.B. 

M. A. Wall 

Robert Aitkin, 

Thos. W. Lee, A.B.. 
John Montgomery, . . 

George Stewart, 



George T. Baird, . . 
Fred. W. Watson, 



E.V.Tait 

G. Morrison, Ass't...... 

James G. M'Curdy,. . . . 

M. M'Carthy, ) . , 
C.Trenholra, j -^^^ Is. 

Wm. A. Barnes, 

Geo. E. Baxter, 



Geo. D. Carter, 

D. H. Burbidge, A.M. . 



NB 
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NB 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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do. 
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do. 
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NB 
do. 

do. 

do. 



do. 
do. 

do. 

N S 
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X 
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3 

3 
2 
3 

3 

4i 

3 

3 
3 
6 

SI 
8i 

3 
3 

2i 

3 

3 
3 
3 
3 

3J 

2i 
3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

n 

4 



$75 00 

75 00 
50 00 
75 00 

75 00 

112 50 

75 00 

75 00 

64 82 
l.'iO 00 
217 50 

75 20 

75.00 
27 50 

56 25 

75 00 

75 00 
75 00 
75 00 
75 00 

87 50 

68 75 
75 00 

75 00 
27 50 
75 00 
27 50 
17 50 
75 00 
75 00 

65 00 
100 00 

$2412 52 



$75 00 

75 00 
50 00 
75 00 

81 GO 

112 50 

78 00 

80 00 

54 82 

150 00 

I 298 00 

I 120 00 

66 25 
75 00 

75 00 
S.*) 00 

150 00 
^0 00 

90 00 

72 50 

76 00 

I 112 10 

1 120 00 

100 00 
75 00 

65 00 
100 00 

$2680 17 



Note. — Beside the number of Pupils in the Branches specifically set 
EsvcATZOM Office, Fredericton, December 1872. 
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forth above, there were'^7 in Freaoh, 64 in Latin, and 30 in Greek. 
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PROVIKOIAL GRANTS — PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



P39 



Table XTI. 

SuMMABT OF Pbovinoial Obants in aid of Public Schools, from Ist October 

1871 to 30th April 1872. 



Public Schools'^ 
Commoo, 
Superior, 
Grammar, 



985,165 33 
3,442 84 
2,140 01 



Training aid Model Schools, 

Allowance to Teachers at Training and Model Schools, 

Examinations, (for April 1872), ... ... «.. ... . 

Postages, Telegrams, &c. 

Stationery, Seals for Trustees, and Seal for Board of Education, 

Advertising School Notices, &c., in Newspapers, 

Expenses in having due notice given of Jan'y School meeting for 1872, 

Expenses in Districting the Province, Express charges, and extra to 

Inspectors, to 31st December 1871, 
Printing, chiefly Boundaries of Districts per Counties, publishing two 

Editions of Law and Regulations, and Report, &o., for 1871, ... 
School Registers and Covers, 
Library, Bonuses for School Libraries, ... ... ... * 

MisceUaneous, viz : — 

Edward O'Brien, Janitor for 6 months, ... 920 00 

A. B. Duncan, gas fitting and 'stove pipe, ... 4 81 

Training Master, Labor, Examination papers, and 
\ work upon Corrections,, &c., of Campbell's Read- 
ers, by order Chief Superintendent, 1871, ... 140 50 
C. C. Copinger, to 30th April 1872, work on translar 



tions, French into English, &c. 


•«• 


106 00 


Dr. Bennet, close of October 1871, 


«•• 


172 83 


Salaries — 




Chief Superintendent, for 6 months. 


• a. 


1800 00 


Assistant do. 6 « 


• •. 


600 00 


To the 4 District Inspectors, to close of 1871, 


666 64 


14 County Inspectprs, 


... 


2,000 00 



140,748 18 

1,418 68 

1,602 00 

80 48 

667 46 

179 79 

808 40 

1,004 88 

1,486 94 

8,070 46 

660 66 

62 66 



Travelliiig expeDses Chief Saperintendent, 



JSdvcKlim Office, Dec. 1872. 



442 U 



8,966 64 
200 00 

$55,740 87 



GEO. THOMPSON. 



113351 
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APPENDIX A. 



HEPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OB* THE PROVINCIAL TRAINENG AND 

MOD£L SCHOOLS. 



I beg t(i submit, in addition to the tubulated rcMilts already laid before 
you, the tolhiwmg Kepoii; on the Tmining and Model Schools, foi the year 
ended Octolier, 1872. This period embraces three terms — ^two of three 
months' and one of five months' duration* The extended term oommeaced 
on the first Wednesday of May, as prescribed by RegalatiMU 37. 

Jf* TBAtKtKQ SCHOOL. 
ApplietUion for AAmUsion and Enrplmenilpf StudenH. 

All applicants for admission, with the exception of Holders of Valid Licen- 
ces. from the Board of RJncation, Holders of a Diploma from a recognized 
Training School, or Graduates of a chartered College or University, must 
undergo an examination upon the same subjects as are prescribed for Third 
Class Teachers, omitting professional subjects. The number of applicants 
who underwent an examination was as follows : 

October, 1871, 51 

January, 1873, •.*••• ••••27 

May, " 26 

Of the first number 46 or 90 per cent, were admitted ; of the second 26 or 
96.3 per cent. ; and of the third, 22 or 84.6 per cent. 

Including the students that were exempted by the Regulation from the pre- 
liminary examination there were enrolled 



ICalcf. rcnMkfc TtttX, 

October, IS " 50 66 

January. 18 S2 44 

Kay, 11 81 82 

89 108 142 

ClasBification. 

Bj Reg. 40 (11) the Principal is required to make to the Chief Superinten- 
dent, at the close ot each Term, a classification, based upon skill in teaching, 
of those students who have proved themselves entitled to the same — such clas- 
sification to consist ol three giudes, Superior, Good and Fair. This profes- 
sional standing does myt in any way affect the Class of License obtained by the 
student on exafniuatL(m,but from the fact of its being recited in his Licence, it 
is not unlikely to have an important bearing on the demand ft>r his services. 
By a reference to the Tabular Reports alluded t<i above, the details will be 
seen of the following classification made at the dose of the two Terms succeed- 
ing January, when the Common Schools Act came into operation : 

. SDfMrtor. Good. fair. ITolOlMMd. 

April,.. M.* 5 10 IS 6 

Seiitember, 18 11 8 

ThoUffh the extension of the term to five months has permitttd the course 

tQ b^ iiuwk Jiulldr jUjia|ti^raMrJyv^|)e^»ifUy M- pdralefdiouab iJUtrAotiuD', k icaa 
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scsirccly l>e expected that a student, even in that limited pcrifKl, nnless he has 
Iiad siinie experience iii tcacliing, or is possessed with more than ordinary apt- 
ness for the work, should be entitled to grade Superior. It is only after a 
considerable amount of pmcticc and study that he comes to realize that the 
relation between him and the ciasK he teaches is very different from that 
which exists between a lecturer and his audience. His literary qnalificatious 
may be of a high order, but his skill in teaching may l3e a minimum. By the 
close of the Term some of the students acquire considenible skill, as is evi- 
denced by the manner in which they deal with the pupil's answers, and the 
amount of impression which their instruction leaves on the mind. Snch stu- 
dents have little difficulty in olitsiinihg a professional standing of the iirst 
grade by a second Term's attendance. From the unmeriml statement given 
above, it will bo seen that at the close of last Term no student was entitled to 
class Superior, while five obtained that grade at the close of the pracedrng 
Term. This distinction did not arise froip any lack of ability on the part of 
the Ktu.'lents of the latter Term, nor from a want of evidence of becoming as 
useful in the profession, but from the want of such experience as is gsiiued 
by an additional attendance at this Institution, or by actual employment in 
the school service. 

Details of Instruction, 

The attention of all the. students was first directed to those branches upon 
which they were examined at entrance — an intimate knowledge of which is in- 
dispensable to the successful teacher of our Conunon Schools. Many of the 
students were, however, sufficiently advanced to enable them to devote a por- 
tion of their time to the acquisition or extension of other branches, ^uch as 
MatbematicSf Chemistry of Common Things, the Grammatical Analysis of an 
English Classic, History of the Knglish Languao^e, &c. The mode of instruc- 
tion did not differ in any important particular from that previously reported, 
except perhaps in Geometry. In this subject £uclid was employed as the 
text- book; but the modern method which more and more obtiiins of proving 
propositions not only by abstract reasoning, but by reference to material illus- 
tration, was frequently resorted to. 

JProfesslonal Instruction* 

This subject was provided for in the same way as formerly, by lecture, by 
example, and by practice. An hour was set apart daily for instruction in 
principles and methods. During the first part of the Term the students were 
occupied with the more elementary portions of school work, embracing the 
different methods of teaching reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, and 
other subjects taught in our Common Schools ; and at a later stage with 
the subject of scbfiol management, including organization, discipline, &c. 
The lives and principles of distinguished Teachers and Educationists, such as 
Pestalozzi, Jacotot, Arnold, &c., have hitherto been little more than alluded 
to ; but the extension of the Term will hencefortli allow the student to devote 
more time to a subject which is so highly calculated to impart an elevated 
tone to their professional pursuits. In addition to this theoretical course^ the 
students were required* from time to time, to visit the two departments of the 
Model School, for the purpose of observing the methods of teaching, the or- 
ganization, discipline, and other matteis pertaining to the Teacher's profes- 
sion. They had besides to take part once a week in the regular instruction 
odhtd tKbool, BOt ooly l^ tottphiog a pi;6^bQd aul^ec^ fattt byi4i«iec^b^ and 
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governing Ihe operations and movements of the entire department. Whilo 
a student was thus en<j:an;ed, bis fellow students were employed in noting down 
whrit they Wiiisidered the merits or defects of the lesson, embracing points of 
method, manner, matter, and language. These criticisms were afterwards 
read, and the whole was usually summed up by the IVmcipil, whose estimate 
of the value of each lesson and of each criticism upou it is recorded. 

Many of the Common Schools will no doubt offer different conditions to 
therir Teachers for the carrying out of those methods whijh the students both 
witness and practice while attending a Triiining' School. But if they have 
been instructed in the principles <»n which method is based, and thus come to 
feci something of the abstract value of those means by which their work is 
carried on, we have a right to expect that in other circumstjinces they will be 
able skilfully and readily to vary their methods to suitable degrees. 

2. 3iODEL SCHOOL. 

This practising school, which now consists of two departments, is admiriJ)Iy 
conducted by their respective teachers. Miss Tweedio and Miss Minard, who, 
I am hnppy to say, are as able as they are willing, to exemplify the methods 
which are explained in the Training School. Without these schools the theo- 
retical instruction imparted to the students would be as fruitless as it has 
proved in other countries where opportunities have not been afforded for the 
exemplification and practice of principles. Tha instruction is entirely ele- 
mentary, being most suitable to the ppccial design of the Institution in its pre- 
sent circumstances. If one subject is better taught than annther, I might 
specify that of reading. Even the youngest classes in the school have, within 
a bhort period, been enabled to read with an amount ot expression that leaves 
little to be desired. There is somehow or other a general opinion, lono>ved 
by a practice as general, that expressive reading cannot be g^)t from a child 
who has not advanced beyond dissyllables. Tliero may be greater or less 
difficulty according to the amount and quality of home training; but the re- 
sults in the Model School, and I have no doubt in some other schools also, 
are such as to show that children can be taught to read with as much expres- 
sion and intelligence as they can talk. 

The attendance has numbered about GO pupi's, and it is to be regretted that 
the accommodation is so limited as to necessitate the constant refusal of in- 
creasing applications for admission. 

l,am, sir, ^ . 

Your Obed't Servant, 

WM. CROCKET, PrindpaL 

T. H. RAND.Epq., 

Cliiet Superintendent of Education. 
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APPENDIX B. 



HEPOllTS OP INSPECTORS OF SCHOOLS, 



COUNTY OF ALBERT. 



SiH, 

I beg to submit the fallowing Report of my work for the year, to Oct, 
3l8t, 1872, 

Districts. — In the limited time allotted to the work of dividing the Pro- 
vince into School Districts, it was impossible to arrive at perfection, and in 
consequence thereofi some dissatisfaction existed as to bounds. In order to 
remove tliis, I made a tour through the County in February, Visiting the sev- 
eral districts, with a view of obtaining iuf()rmati<Hi from the most intelligent 
residents, as to the best mode of adjustment. In the revisions which I have 
recommended, four new districts have been formed; and when these recom- 
mendations are acted upon the County will be fairly arranged, with general 
satisfaction (three districts excepted) which so far I have failed to arrange 
satisfactorily. 

TBUSTBBS.r^Trustee's duties being somewhat intricate and new, as well as 
arduous and respouslble, have claimed a great share of my attention. Men 
of intelligence and business habits -are Ujot always to be found in thijily popu- 
lated districts : however as a general rulOf Trustees appear to have acted ;seal- 
ously, in the faithful di^eharge of their duties. 

School Houses. — Twelve new School Houses have been in course of con- 
struction during the summer; of these only one is completed. Existing 
Houses are repaired, and in some districts enlarged : improvements is appar- 
ent in most of the districts organized. 

FuKNiTtJRE. — In the furnishing of School Houses considerable improve- 
ment has taken place. For the Houses occupied, new desks have been pro- 
cured by the respective districts as prescribed by Reg. 7 Rem. (2) ; the new 
houses are expected to be fairly funiished. 

Grounds* — Little improvement has taken place with respect to school 
grounds. In districts where new houses are being erected, the sites are pur- 
chased by the districts, varying in size from on^r^M^irth of an acre to one acre. 
The titles to existing houses and grounds, remain about the same as under the 
old law. I have endeavoured to nrge upon Trustees the importance of their 
purchase by the districts, but in most cases without effect ; although generally 
acknowledged to be desirable. 

Apparatus, Black Boards, Wall Maps.— Of the first, not much exists 
in our schools ; very few have globes ; black boards are found in almost all 
of them ; wnile quite a number are provided with a small clock, hand-bell, 
wall-maps and dictionary. 

Teachers.— There were in the Winter Term 31 Schools m operation, 
taught by SI Teachers. Of theae 20 were MiUe and 11 Female Teaeherd. 
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In tbe Summer Term the statistics were as follows : 47 schools with 25 Male 
and 22 Female Teachers* 

Heretofore the relinquishment of the work by many of the best informed 
and efficient Teachers, tended to retard improvement. Since the ^'Common 
Schools Act 1871" has been in operation Teachers are fairly and more 
promptly paid, their office more respected, and as a consequence, this evil 
will be diminished. 

Condition of j^hools in opsration*-^As regards the schools in oper<« 
atiou, I am happy to report them as gradually improriog : and irregularity 
of attendance being considerably remoT^Hl, progre^ will necessarily be more 
rapid. One evil which cannot be easily met is the frequent change of Teach^ 
ers, and stands much ia the way of advancement. Notwithstanding many 
drawbacks quite an improvement has been made ; the attendance is largely 
increased, Teachers are fairly paid, and stimulated to do better work. 

Efpoets in cnoroanized Districts. — Trustees have been appointed in 
all the districts : why they are not in working order, is chiefly caused from 
want of school houses. With one exception, they are all rather poor Dis- 
tricts ; and in feet one half the number are classed as such. In two of these 
Distriots schools will be in operation this winter, if Teachers can be procured. 
In case they organize and fail to secure the services of Trained Teachers, I 
have agreed to grant temporary licenses (Reg. 32) to two advanced pupils 
from other Districts. 

PbospeCjts of annual MBETiNa. — Some opposition will no doubt bo of- 
fered at Annual Meeting; the law apparently operates unfavourably on some 
classes, but the real objections will ^adually diminish. 

Many men think it a hardship to oe called upon to pay a Tax which only 
tends to advance the general good. There is of course a variety of opinions 
concerning the details of the Taw, which as a whole seems to be generally ap- 
{^roved ; and I apprehend objections will not arise of such importance as to 
materially obstruct its proper and beneficial operation. 

JAMES CAKNWATH. 

ThxoiM^RK H. RAim, Eflqnlre, If. A., 

Chief Sttperintesdent of Edacatton, ibe. 

Nov. 1878- 



CARIiETON COtJNTY. 

Silt, 

On the 31st of October last the first school year, under the provisions of 
our excellent School Law, expired. I have used the appellation excellent. 
This very imi>erfectly conveys my meaning, and I cannot proceed without re- 
marking that in my humble opinion the Oovernment who possessed the re-^ 
quisite independenoe to bestow on New Brunswick a boon of siieh inestimable 
value, place their names indelllbly upon the historical pages of this Province, 
to be had in grateful remembrance by generations yet to come. 

Division of Districts. — In January last the present School Law came 
into operation, completely revolutionizing all and every previous arrange- 
ment in connection with Common School Eduration in tbij* Province. Pie- 
vious to this date each County had been divided into School Districts^ This 
was a gigantic work, muqh easier apokeuiof than performed^ For t|ds pui^ 
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poise, in this County, the services of our former Inspector, JE, C. Freeze, 
Esq., were engaged, gud uotwithstniiding many revisions in' Bomidnries of 
Districts are necessary, yet for the time engaged he performed a great work, 
aad did it well. 

Api»giXTMENT OF Inspectok.— Xext in order was the iippointinent of the 
late refspected and lamented James Edgar, Eaq., as Inspector for this County. 
On him rested the responsible duties of holding the first district meetings ; of 
disseminating necessary information in order that the Districts throughout the 
County might be properly organized ; in' short,- of dispelling the: erroneous 
impression still et)tertained by many that the^old system was the best ; and of 
inaugurating the new system. Possessing legal knowledge, and blessed with 
rare mental indowments, ho was enabled, notwithstanding his fast declining 
health, to perform those duties in so satisfactory a manner that the beneficlsil 
results accruing therefrom are perceptibly exhibited in my every d^y experi- 
ence. • _ . . 

Districts asv TRUSTEE^.-^This Cou»ty embraces some pno hundred and 
twenty-six school Districts, Jfinty per cent of these organised under the 
law, having elected or secured the appointment of Trustees who are assiduous 
to inform themselves as to the duties devolving upon theiti, ready and willing 
to perform those duties ; in fact, using every endteavpur to work up to th^ letter 
of . the law and the requirements of the Board of Education. Six per cent, of 
the balance have not embraced the privileges to which they were entitled, on 
account of scarcity of Teachers, sparse population of Districts, ^md such like 
causes. These Districts are not opposed to th3 school law. ' 

The remaining four per cent, have for the past year contained a small ma- 
jority ot those who, I am sorry to say, are perfectly indifferent in regard to 
the Education of those intrusted to their care* . ^ « 

. School House?, Furniture, Books, &c. — One-fourth at lefast of the Dis- 
tricts of this county have new school houses (a majority of them being pf tho 
first class) with new and approved furniture and apparprtus, ready for occu- 
pation and use for the present term, a number .more are under contract for 
erection. The authorized books are generally in use in all schools in oper- 
ation. 

Teachers. — ^Notwithstanding the great scarcity of Teachers (rendering a 
choice out of the question), those employed the past year in this county, as 
regards their ability to 'organize and govern a school, ^s well as to impart in- 
formation to the diversified abilities of those under their charge, are of a su- 
perior class, both male and female, and apparently alive to the weighty re- 
i^ponsibilities devolving upon theni, as well as to the duties they are called 
upon to perform. 

Unorganized Districts. — The number of unorganized districts in this 
county at present is few, and by 1873, this member will be so fjur diminished 
that I trust tlie: opponents of our excellent school law may define it with the 
exclamation <*naught I" In fact my opinion is if Teachers can be obtained and 
school accommodation furnished, by the commencement of the summer term 
1873, there will be a school in operation in every district in the county orga- 
nized, furnished and taught in accordance with the Common Schools Act 1871. 

Present iNSPECTOii, — In July last I* accepted the appointment of Inspec- 
tor . of .schjaiols for this amnty. My ambition in accepting the office was to 
smlft l^ fVQry poasihle:ksgLtimate means in .carrying out the law (the princi* 
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pie of which I had been for years strongly wedded to) by grving it a fair, 
impartial, and unprejudiced trial. In this I have found the Trustees and 
Teachers in the different districts to be co-workers, in most cases ready for 
every good word or work that might be required of them. Many minor dif- 
ficulties I found to exist, owing in a great measure to the partial understand- 
ing of the duties to be performed under the "Act*" Most of those have be- 
come insignificant, or have been entirely overcome* Tlie only existing one of 
any importance, is the revision in the boundaries of a few districts. This re- 
vision will, I trust, be accomplished before the next annual meeting. 
I have the honour to remain 

Your Obedient Servant, 

JAS- H. JACQUES, 

Inspector Carleton County. 
^Theodore H. Baio), Esq., M. A., 

Chief Superintendent of Education 
for New Brunawick. 



• CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 



Theodore H. Rand, Esq., M. A. 

Chief Superintendent of Education* 
Sir, 

^ I have the honor, as required by law, to lay befofe you the following Re- 
port on the condition of Public Schools in the County of Charlotte, for the 
year ended October 31st, 1872. As minute and specific details have already 
been placed in your hands by the different Boards of Trustees throughout the 
County, it seems only necessary for me to present in brief a general view of 
matters. 

I am happy to say that although the season of the year at which the new 
School Law came into operation was unpropitious, as very many of the men 
inost interested in schools were in the lumber woods, yet the progress made 
in educational matters has been highly satisfactary, and has exceeded even 
my most sanguine .expectations. 

A large proportion of the Districts organized, and voted money for school 
purposes at the first annual meeting, and the Trustees, as a general thing, pro- 
ceeded vigorously with the work of establishing their schools and making 
them efficient. Of the remainder several had their Trustees appointed upon 
a requisition of the rate-payers, and voted moneys at special meetings called 
for the purpose. .The assessments levied upon these districts have in general 
been collected without difficulty. A very small minority of the districts held 
their Annual Meetings, but owing to dissatisfaction with their district bound- 
aries, or from some supposed local grievances, refused to organize. I have 
directed special attention to these cases, and am happy to say that in nearly 
every instance difficulties have been satisfactorily adjusted. 

The work of dividing the county into districts, well calculated to meet the 
requirements of the people so far as distances are concerned, and at the same 
time enable them to support good schools without burthening themselves toe> 
heavily, is a matter of no little trouble, and calls for the exercise of a good 
sound judgment. Under the former School Law the country was, in many- 
places, cut up into very^ small districts, and the people were content with a 
school taught for a few months each year in a miserable room by a third-clasa 
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female teacher, whose chief aim was to get together a sufficient number of 
scholars to secure the Government allowance. 

I am happy to say that jn this county the greater luimber of such di«itricts 
have been blotted out by the present division. This has caused no small 
amount of dissatisfaction, but in time all will be convinced that it is for the 
general good. In cases where real grievances existed, I have had such alter- 
ations made as would* the better satisfy the complainants where it could be 
done without detriment to the working of the law. 

School Buildings. — The state of the school buildings in the county at 
the beginning of the past year nffovded prima facie evidence that a change of 
some kind was needed in our school system. On my first tour I was almost 
disheartened to find that in five cases out of six the most dilapidated building 
in the whole district was the school house. Nor was this state of things con- 
fined to country districts. The towi»s of St. Andrews, St. Stephen, and St. 
George were destitute of public school property. Buildings owned by cor- 
porations or private individuals had to be rented, even though they were, so 
far as regards size, locality, and ventilation, wholiy uuadapted for the pur- 
pose. 

I trust thnt this state of things will not exist much longer, and during the 
past summer I am happy to report that great hnprovements have been n)ade. 
The Bou'd of Trustees for St. Andrews is working vigorouslyjn the prepara- 
tion of suitable and commodious school rooms. The trustees of St. Stephen 
have c<mipletcd two very handsome buildings at a cost ot above ten thousand 
dollars, and purpose erecting another for a high school during the coming^ 
season. Throughout the country districts several new school houses have 
been built during the summer, and more arc in course of erecticuK 

In so|De instances where money had to be raised by loan, the trustees were 
discouraged in the work by the action taken in our courts to test the consti- 
tutionality of the law, and deferred incurring any debts until that vexed 
question was settled. It is gratifying to £he friends of free education to 
know that the spirit of improvement is abroad, and that different districts are 
vicing with each other in the erection of neat and substantial buildings. *Wo 
may look with confidence for great advances during the coming summer. 

Furniture. — The furniture as a general thing corresponded with the ex- 
ternal appearance of the- buildings. I am happy to say, however, that since 
the new law came into oiieration man^y of the old-iashioncd, time-honored 
long desks and deal benches have beqn laid aside as useless lumber, and their 
places supplied by seats and dosks in contormity with the Kogulations. 

Apparatus. — I found on my first tour through the county that the schools 
were nearly destitute of maps, and the whole blackbc»ard surface, if collected 
together, was scarcely sufficient for a half dozen good schools. Globes were 
unheard of, and in fact the only semblance of sc'iool apparatus in nearly every 
•district was the private property of the teachers. I have urged the import- 
ance of these matters upon the trustees, and am glad to find that in many dis- 
tricts they are making laudable efforts to meet the requirements of the hiw. 
I can safely say that more money has been expended for t:is [nirpose y\ ihe 
county during the past year, than for a period of twenty years heretoft>re* 
Teachers by persistently urging the point upcm the trustees, can do mtidi to 
<«ecure a proper supply. When the matter is placed in its proper light, men 
>8ae that it is just as reasonable to expect a tradesmen to work without li is 
tools as for a teacher to labour successfully without proper school apparatus. . 
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Grounds. — The only grounds owned by the districts, as a general thing, 
are entirely covered by the school house, and this very often infringes upon 
the Queen's highway. Wherever new houses have been built I have insisted 
that the school lots purchased should conform with the law, and the people have 
in*general given a cheerful compliance. In a large number of the districts 
suitable lots have been purchased during the past summer. Public sentiment 
requires a great deal of education upon this point. People have to bo taught 
that a piece of land which is ol no vjdue for any other purpose in the world 
is not the most desirable for a school lot, an opinion which too often prevails 
in the country districts. In the towns the streets have heretofore been regard- 
ed as the legitimate play gn unds ; but I am happy to say that the several boards 
of trustees are taking a (1 liferent view of the matter, and are purchasing am- 
ple grounds, and displaying proper taste in their improvement. 

Trustees. — At the first annual meeting too little importance was attached 
to the selection of suitable trustees. Men should be chosen who are intelli- 
gent and who take a lively interest in the progress of education. I have en- 
deavored to impress upon the people, in my intercourse with them, that these 
offices will be the bei?t filled by zealous, intelligent and influential men ; and 
I trust that my sn<rgestions will be acted upon at the next anrtual meeting. I 
found, on examination of the school registers, that in many districts the trus- 
tees have neglected to visit the schools as frequently as required. I have en- 
deavored to impress upon them the importance of their doing so, and the en- 
couragement that would be. given both to pupils and teachers by such a 
course. It will require time to work up a duo appreciation in regard to this 
point. • 

Teachers. — The supply of trained teachers in this county is limited, and 
I have l>een obliged to grant several local licenses under Kegulation 32. The 
time was when a person unfit for any other pursuit in life was thought fit to 
*' keep " school. That tmie has gone by, but it has left us a few of its relics, 
and there are, districts in which the economical feeling is so strong that they 
can find employment. We have a few excellent teachers, who are working 
with skill and enthusiasm, and are doing much to make the present system 
popular. We have some who are \i^orking zealously, but it is zeal withont 
knowledge ; they have no regular system, and if supplied with maps, black- 
boards, etc., would not know how to use them to advantage. This cL*ss^ 
with propei> encouragement, will improve themselves, and come up to the- 
exigency of the times. But there is another largo class, who lack the most 
essential reqnisitcs of instructors of the young, aud who miist be swept away 
by the tide of improvement. 

Text Books. — On my first tour of inspection I found • baotka; of every 
kind in use, from time-honored Dil worth down to the prescribed set., I an^ 
happ3' to say that this state of things is fast passing away. Th^o- preseribecl 
books have been introduced into nearly every school, aud ai*e deservedly 
popular both with teachers and scholars. 

Attendance. — One of the strongest proofs of the successful working of 
the law is the increased number of pupils attending tho schools in operation.- 
It is to be regretted, however, that tho attendancH) is so very irregular both 
in town and country districts. Many intclligei>t men and heavy taxpayers 
are looking earnestly for the lime when every district shall be compelled to 
support a school, and every child compQlled to attend a certain number of 
days in the school year. 
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So far as I can learn, and I have bad good opportunities for sounding the 
sentiments of the people. The law is every day becoming more popular ; and 
I am confident that this will be fully demonstrated at the next annual school 
meetings. Men who at the last annual meeting stood aloof from the work, 
as so many do from any innovation upon worn-out systems, are beginning to 
acknowledge that the change has been beneficial. The trustees in districts 
which were lukewarm and apathetic are now arousing themselves, and striv- 
ing to get their schools in operation. The demand for teachers, the liberal 
salaries offered, and the growing interest manifested throughout the country, 
show that a better era has arrived in our educational system. 

The island districts are making vigorous efforts, and from several of them 
I have received official intimation that they intend competing foi* the grant 
to superior schools. Poor districts in which under the former system a school 
was never known to be in operation more than six months in the year, en- 
couraged by the liberal provisions of the law, are seeking to reap a full share 
of the benefits, 

A higher tone of sentiment and a greater esp^^t du corps is being devel- 
oped among the teachers, which must be productive of good results. The 
signs of the times are hopeful, and wo may look with confidence for rapid 
strides in the improvement of our schools and school buildings during the 
coming year. 

In conclusion, 1 desire to tender my thanks to the many trustees, teachers, 
and ratepayers who have aided me in the work by their advice, influence, and 
encouragement, and have done so much to further the successful inauguration 
of our free school system. % 

I have the honor, &c., your obedient servant, 

JAMES MITCHELL, 
Inspector for Charlotte CourUy, 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 

Sir, 

During the school year that expired on the 31st ult. we had but six schools 
the first term, and seven the second term, in the county of Gloucester, in op- 
eration under the new School Act. , In a great majority of our districts a 
decided opposition to this Act, and to the Regulations on account of their non- 
sectarian character, has hitherto prevented the establishment of schools, ex- 
cept such as the inhabitants in a few instances thought themselves able to' sup- 
port without Government aid. Several of these schools were soon closed 
again ; the parents complaining that they had to pay too much, and the teach- 
ers that they got too little. These independent schools are found to be very 
costly ; and there is reason to fear that in some cases, at least, it is not the 
financial resources alone of their supporters that suffer. 

In some districts, but not in many, a most unreasonable dread of taxation 
Iigs cruelly deprived the children during this year of the benefits of a school ; 
though even where new school houses have to be erected, there is really no 
necessity for the imposition of a very heavy tax when the law is properly ob- 
served. 

In the few schppls in operation under the law a great deal of good has been 
(Effected during the past scl^pol year. Half of the teachers have been trained, 
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and their superior skill has evidently been of very great advantage to their 
pupils. While due attention has been paid to the most important branches 
o*f a common school education, instruction in vocal music also has been given 
in some of the schools. At the close of a recent examination, all the children 
present joined most cordially, and in almost i^erfect unison, in singing a hymn 
inculcating brotherly love and aid. Such an exercise cannot fail to be produc- 
tive of much good, in various ways. For one thing, it tends very much to 
make a school what every school ought to be, attractive to the young. 

It is gratifying to observe that the trustees of the schools which have been 
organized under the law have generally attended to their official duties in a 
way that entitles them to the cordial thanks of their constituents. Several 
of them have spent a deal of time in endeavouring to bring their schools into 
good working order^ especially in the districts where new school houses had 
to be provided. 

It appears that a great deal of unreasonable and bitter prejudice against 
the School Act and the regulations has been created by very discreditable 
misrepresentations. Some of our prominent opponents of the law, who claim 
to bo well qualified leaders of public opinion, have persistently called the at- 
tention of their neighbours to certain sections of the Act, and to certain regu- 
lations, representing them as oppressive, &c. &c,, while they have taken par- 
ticular care to say nothing whatever respecting the provision so thoughtfully 
^nd kindly made by our legislators for the special benefit of poor districts and 
of indigent individuals, without the least reference to the religious or the 
political opinions of the necessitous. Opponents of this class seem to have 
been also very careful to say nothing of such regulations as the twenty-second^, 
which so emphatically enjoins ''each and every teacher to strive diligently 
to have exemplified in the intercourse and conduct of the pupils throughout 
the school, the principles of Christian morality," without interfering, or per- 
mitting interference, with the religious tenets of any pupil. 

It does not appear to be very consistent in those who make a great outcry 
about the alleged injustice and "Godlessness" of the law to excite hostility^ 
in this way, against it and its authors. Had they been fortunate enough to 
bo educated in accordance with a law like this, some of them would most pro- 
bably have been much better instructed than they have been in the science of 
relative rights and duties, and might have become much better practical 
christians than they are said by their neighbours to be. They might have 
been more disposed than they are to do justice, as well as lo demand it, and 
to assist in improving the law, rather than in disloyally denouncing and re- 
jecting it. But I am happy to say that among those who consider themselves 
aggrieved by certain sections of the act, and by soine of the regulations, we 
have some influential and candid men who have honorably do«e* much to al- 
lay the insurrectionary spirit that others had recklessly aroxrsed^ 

I cannot conclude without acknowledging, on behalf of our districts that 
have complied with the law, the kind encouragement given* to these districts 
by the Government. I earnestly hope that, during the current school year» 
many other districts will entitle themselves to similar encouragement,, and 
thus assist in promoting among the youth of our country, that intelligence,, 
and that christian morality, which are essential to » nation's power and hap* 
piness. 

I remain, Sir, yours respeftfiijly^ 

JAS- SMITH. 



Theodore H. Band, Esq., A. M., 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 
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KENT COUNTY. 



Theodore H. Rand, Esq., 

Chief /Superintendent of Education. 
Sir, 

In furnishing you with a very brief report of educational matters in Kent 
for the year ended Oct. 31,1 shall confine my i^marks chiefly to those school 
districts which have accepted the Sch«»ois Act. 

Where Ihid Act has been embraced, as in Weklford, the schools have been 
nearly doubled in number; but in Dundas, St, Loui^, and poitions of other 
parishes inhabited chiefly by French, the law h:fa l)een rejected, and the 
schools closed, except a few, say eight, which have been supported entirely 
by private means. 

The number of districts which have availed themselves of the advantages 
of the law within the year is 32, with 36 schools, giving employment to 13 
male and 23 female teachers, di.stributed as follows; viz., 2 in Carlcton, 1 in 
Dundas, 3 in Harcourt, 9 in liichibucto, 2 in St. Mary's, 14 in Weldford, and 
5 in Wellington. 

Other districts wt/uld probably have fallen into line, had not the law been 
grossly misrepresented, and had not expectations been entertained that soon 
it would either be repealed, or accommodated to sectarian prejudice. This 
may fairly be inferred from the lact that several districts, which were after- 
wards deterred from further action, had organized at the January meetings, 
and voted money for school purposes. 

Trustees. — The trustees of some districts have manifested a commendable 
zeal for the prosperity ot the school, and by their trequcnt visits, as well as 
by other means, have exerted a most beneficial influence on both tejicher and 
pupils ; but I regret to have to report of other trustees that they seldom or 
never visit the schools, and seem to have little idea of the responsibility they 
incurred on accepting oflice, and making the declaration required by kw. 
Such neglect and indifference is deplorable, since there are few teachers able 
to sustain the interests of the school, if trustees and parents do not lend their 
countenance and cordial support. 

School Houses. — Although the school houses in this county are gene- 
rally very interior, yet such has been the unsettled state of educational inter- 
ests, that but little improvement has been effected during the ycar.^ It is 
true that school houses have in some instain^es been repaired and refitted, 
but no new. ones have been erected under the provisions of the Act. except 
one at Bass River, Weldloi-d, and one in the parish of Harcourt, wheie also 
another is in progress of erection. School sitei-^. and dissatisiaction with dis- 
trict boundaries, have in several cases checked all effort in the dii*ection of pro- 
viding a school house. 

The one referred to at Bass River, built at a cost of nearly $1000, does 
great credit to the district. Dimensions 44 x 25 ieet^ with ceiling 14 feet in 
lici^lit, and class-room 12 x 12. . It is furnished with scats and desks (with 
«ea«t-ii>r«M supports) for over 70 pupils, aud is provided with Avail maps, black 
iboard, &ei. 

In providing means of ventilation, the trustees were guided by the regula- 
tions of the ^mrd, but they have not yet been able to procure a ''jacket" for 
the stoye^ Tiie building has a very attractive appearance, and when the 
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;ja:rouncls shall l)c levelled aiwl fenced in, and the onthonses completed^ it will 
ibrm a singwhir contrast with the low, dingy little hut that served for a school- 
house under the old law. 

It will he a difficult matter to overcome prejudices existing in many dis- 
tricts, and carry out the regulations of the hoard, as to school grounds, school 
furniture Mid «pparatws ; hut we may hope tluit during 1873 considerable pro- 
gress will be made in Kent as in other counties in these important objects. 

Teachers. — I h^ve alrcjidy given the number of the tcechcrs employed 
under the '*AcV* in Kent. It is fair to expect that now, under the advan- 
tai^es enjoyed, and to be enjoyed by teachers, there will be a corresponding 
advance in the efficiency <*f their labiturs. 

CoxDiTiox OF THE SCHOOLS. — I have visited, and examined more or less 
thoroughly the legally authonzcd schools once in each term of the year, and 
had the pleasure of reporting some general improvement at the time of my 
last visit. lu the Richibucto and Kiwg«ton schools the attendance has been 
unusually laige and the progress of jnipils generally satisfactory ; but in none 
of the schools in Kent have I met daring the year with such tasteful reading, 
such specimens of penwianship or «uch excellent examples of spelling and 
dictati(»n exercises, as I hope will characterize our schools ere long. 

Tiie now hooks, and •especially the Royal Readers, are well received. 

it is douhWiil whether those districts which have hitherto rejected the'Act, 
<;aw be induced to hold the annual meeting. They are awaiting the fate or 
the triumph of the law. 

THOS. W. WOOD, 

Inspector for Kent County. 



KINOS COUNTY. 

Sir, 

I beg to lay beff)(re you my report on the general state of the common 
and superior schools, districts, <fec., in the county ot KJngs for the year ended 
Oct. 31, 1872, 

In enteriug upou my duties as Inspector of schools for the county at the 
first of the year, I found my work to be of a very harrassing nature. The 
districting had bo«e4i dowe rather hastiljs the gentleman appointed for that 
duty (Mr. Wood^iiot^iaving had sufficient time at his disposal to lay the dis- 
<lrict8ott satisfactorily, and having been besieged in many instances by interested 
parties, who wx»re s<#mewhat fieltish, districts were laid oiF in many cases that 
perhaps would iwit have been, had there been more time to hear both sides ot 
the questiou. 

The co«uty had been laid off into 140 districts, subdivided among the par- 
ishes as follows : 

'Greenwieho «••«••« •-^«*« .,.«««•• G I Hammond • 6- 

]l4iiii>tuii.^««'^...« .'. 9 Havelock v 11 

KarHk ,.«.«....«.... «.^ 4 KiiiirstoD p li 

Norton 8i KoUisay 6 

SruUholm 3^ 



Spi'ingfiUd i.... 11 

Uphaiu 8 

Sajjsex 30 



W«slfleld 11 



A few <*f these are border districts, lyin^j partly within two counties. 
In a laige number of the districts there was a great deal of dissatisfaction, 
and 1 was at ouce beset, personally aud by letter, with a great number of 
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petitions praying for alterations in the boundaries. In many cases the prayers 
or the petitions were complied with, but in still more no alftrations were 
made. 

Up to the end of the school year five new districts had been formed and al- 
terations made in 64 others, leaving a total of 152 districts* 

It will no doubt be necessary to hare several more new districts formed^ 
with numerous alterations in others, before the law tvill work satisfactorily 
throughout the county. 

A majority of the people of this county were against taxation for schools 
before the passage of the present school law, but since it has come into oper- 
ation a large majoi*ity are willing to accept it. 

. Unfortunately the first arrangements of the districts alienated many friends 
of the law, and placed many others in such positions as to make them appear 
as if they were opposed to it, wheu it was simply alterations in the districts 
they wished. 

It is of course impossible to satisfy all parties, and it requires great care to 
discriminate between just complaints and complaints of those who merely wish 
to get the districts in such a position that they can' vote down taxation ; but 
after a few* more judicious alterations it is quite probable that school affairs 
will move on smoothly. 

Trustees were elected in 108 of these districts at the annual meeting, and 
including the new and altered districts, appointed by me in 32 more after- 
wards under Sec. 37. 

These trustees, I am pleased to be able to say, with a few exceptions, have 
striven to make the law a success, some of them putting themselves to a great 
deal of trouble and expense ; but there were a few who threw obstacles in 
the way, and did everything they could to make the law unpopular. The 
duties of a trustee are so onerous, and the collection of the tax is so apt to 
make hard feelings in the districts, that it is difficult to get the right men wil- 
ling to take office. 

Ninety of the districts voted money for the support of schools at the annual 
meeting, money being also Voted in 26 other districts at special meetings, 
under Sec. 28. 

In 37 districts money was voted for building school houses, but owing to 
various causes, (the principal of which were contention about the boundaries 
of the districts, want of school house plans, and a desire to hear the Judges' 
decision on the constitutionality of the Act before proceeding too far), only 
6 were built during the year. Besides this, however, several old school hou- 
ses were extensively repaired, and a few new buildings were purchased by 
districts from individuals. 

There are altogether at present in the county 126 school houses, 33 of 
which may be classed as good, 37 as middling, and 56 as inferior to very bad. 

Those dassed as good are divided, among the parishes as follows : 



OreeHwich • 2 

Hampton ..-.-.~..— ..*.-.^ 2 

Kara * » 

Norton — ♦-..-. 4 

Springfield 2 

TJphimi — ■• - 1 

Sussex ....^.. •-,-,*....* 7 



Hammond 
Hayelock .. 
Kingston •< 
Rothesay..* 
Studholm . 





5 

1 

.*. 4 

Westfield ...* 3 



There will no doubt, at the end of the present year be a great addition to 
the number classed as good, as the districts wishing to build will be supplied 
with plans of school houses, and the disputes concerning the boundaries will 
be mostly adjusted. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1872 king's county. 17 

lu about 20 districts tbo school furnituic might be classed as good, being 
of the prescribed pattern ; in about 40 others, although uot all of the prescri^ 
bed pattern, it is passable ; and in about 52 it is very poor. A few of the 
districts procured new furniture during the past year* but many others who 
had money voted for that purpose, did not do so on account of the cost which 
was considered too great, the excellent school furniture manufactured in St. 
John costing on an average about $4.00 per pupil. This being Vnore than 
most districts had vote<l for the purpose, the purchase was postponed for a 
time, in hopes of getting their furniture for less. 

Many of the schools have supiilied themselves partially with apparatus 
under the new law ; yet still there is a great want, particularly with regard 
to maps and blackboards. Attention having been called to this matter, I am 
in hopes of better things in the future. 

Very few of the districts liave grounds of any extent in connection with 
their buildings, and fewer still have them improvedas they ought to be ; but at 
the end of another year, it is quite evident from the interest manifested in the 
subject, that it will be the exception, ahd not the rule as now, to be without 
proper grounds. 

In the winter term there were 67 schools in operation, with 71 teachers, 
there being four assistants ; and in the summer term there were 89 schools in 
operation, with 94 teachci*3,two being assistants ; and two of the districts hating 
changed teachers during the term. «•♦»«*.«»«««•« 
There is a grtnt want of teachers at present throughout the county.particiilarly 
male teachers of the first and second classes. Many such could obtain em- 
ployment at good salaries. To the numerous applications to me for teachers 
1 have continually to reply that I do not know of any teachers at present dis- • 
engaged. Of the quality of the teaching in the different schools in operation 
I am of course unable to report, not having been required by the Board of 
Education to examine the pnijils in any except the competitors for the superior 
school grants ; but the majority of them ap(3eared to be doing well. 

A few, oM'iiig to contentions about boundaries, made Very small aiverages 
in proportion to the number ot children in theii*' districts, but in most of these 
case^the difficulties have been remot-^d. 

Ten districts gave notice of their intention to compete for the superior 
8ch(roi grant for the past year, but (miy seven of these oWained suitable buildings 
and procured teachers in time to compete. Six disftrict$ succeeded in ob- 
tainiifjr the grant. ♦♦•♦•♦♦*•.»»••♦••♦* 

Although scarcely any of these came fully up to the required standard, in 
bijiildings; grounds, furniture, apparatus, and quality of teaching, yet those at 
Sussex Corner, Spragg's Point, and Clifton, and more iyarti*culj\rly the first, are 
especially deserving of mention for their excellence. - Owing to tha delay in 
procuring the prescribed ;bo<;ks and apparatus, anct thQ cojifu^ion'of ^starting, 
many allowances were made in favor of the competitors, with the distinct 
understandifig that they must be fully prepared in future. 

Inhere were two graded schools in the county during the past year, <)ne at 
Hampton Sfaticm in lioth terms, and one at Kingston Village during the part cA 
the summer term. The one at Kingston Village is doing good work ;cbut that at 
Hampton Station, owing, in part, to the lack of proper buildings, 4s not doing 
quite so well. . . , . '*!*.* 

The ratepayers in 35 of the dirtricts were convened by me at public meetings, 
for the purpose of enquiring intd' complaints or disputes* concerning bound- 
anefr, and o£ endeavouruig to organize thtf'tiuoFganh^ districts* I am happy 
Part iii- 3 ^.^^^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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to be able to say that I have thus succeeded in getting trustees appointed for 
all the unorganized districts except 9, and money has been voted in all except 
28. 

The school law seems to be gaining favour every day, notwithstanding the 
turmoil made by dissatisfied parties ; and although no doubt a few districts 
that have already voted money will fail to come to the mark at the annual 
meeting, yet there is evary probability that there will be a larger number at 
work lor the coining year than in the past, for nearly all the unorganized 
districts are likely to organize and vote money for the support of a school. 

In concluding this report, I would wish to express my sincere thanks to the 
trrfstees of schools and other friends of the law, who materially assisted me ia 
my work. 

DAVID P. WETMOEE. 

Theodork H. Rand, Esquire, M.* A., 

Chief Superintendent Qf Education, &c. 



QUEEN'S COUNTY- 



T* H. IUnd, Esq., H. A. i 

Ohiet Superintendent of Education^ 

SlE, 

In prese uting you with the first annual report of my work as school 

Inspector for the County of Queens, from January 1st 1872, to October 31st 

1872, 1 ieel that mere words and figures cannot give an accurate account of 

the labours undergone : and if I proceeded to the details ot such work, I think 

, I should soon weary the perusers of such a report. 

I shall confine myself to general matters ) and give a few brief remarks on 
each head. 

I may state first that there are 10 parishes in the county of Queens, com- 
prising 110 school districts, and besides these there are two districts in the 
parish of Clarendon, Charlotte county, also under my care ; making a total of 
112 school districtsr. From the copies of .the minutes of school naeetings 
which were sent to me by nearly all the districts that complied with the law, 
I have mad« out the following Statistics. 

The parish of Petersville contains 17 school districts, 11 of which complied 
with the law, and voted money, leaving 6 districts. not in operation from various 
causes. The 11 districts voted the sums placed opposite their numbers, as 
follows : 



No.t, 


. • . 


. - . . ewo.00 






Forward, 


91544.00 


8, 


• • . 


. . . * 200.00 


No. 12, 






600.00 


4, 


... • 


. . * 80.00 


14, 






200.00 


9, 


< . . 


. . . . 160.00 


15. . 






200.00 


10, 


. « • 


. . . . 600.00 


36, 






60.00 


11, 


. 


104.00 


17. 






150.00 



Forward, ^1544.00 



Total, ^2744.00 



The parish of Hampstead contains 9 school districts, 7 of which complied 
with the 'law, leaving 2 not in operation. The amount of money voted was 
as follows : 



No.l, • ^140 00 

2, 110.00 

4, 600.00 

6, . • 4 . . . . 145.00 



lyrwacO, fd86^ 



No. 6, 



Forward, 



$805.00 
105.00 
160.00 
100.00 



Totaly eidSOiOO 
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In the parish of Qagetown, there are 7 school districts, 3 of which complied 
with the law ; leaving 4 not in operation. Amount voted was as follows : 



No. 2, A, 

3, 



Total, 



fl20.00 
250.00 

2ao.oo 

$600.00 



In the parish of Canning there are 8 school districts, 6 of which complied 
with the law, leaving 2 not in operation. Money voted as follows : 



No. 1, 
2, 
8, 

4, 



$130.00 

130.00 

80.00 

45.00 



Forward, $335.00 



No. 7, 
8, 



Forward, 



$335.00 
450 00 
240.00 



Total, $1025.00 



The parish of Chipman contains 14 school districts, 10 of which complied 
with the law, leaving 4 not consenting. Money voted as follows : 



No.l, . . . 


. . . $320.00 




2, . . . 


» . . . 104.00 


No. 9, 


4, ... 


. . 24.00 


11, 


5 . . . , 


. . 250.00 


12, 


6 , . . , 


. . . 825.00 


18. 


8 . . . 


. . . 530.00 





Forward, 



Forward, $1553.00 > 



Total, 



$1553.00 
155.00 
560.00 
400.00 
400.00 

$3058.00 



Waterborough parish contains 10 school districts, 6 of which complied with 
the law, leaving 4 in the negative. Money voted as follows : 



No. 1, $.')0.00| 



2, 

6, 



10 00 

150 00 

70 00 



Forward, $280.00 



No. 7, . 
10, A, 



Forward, 



$280.00 

75.00 

.45.00 



Total, $400.00 



The parish of Cambridge contains 12 school districts, 10 of which were as- 
senting to the law, and 2 in the negative. Money voted as follows ; 



No.2 * .• $200.00 

3 170.00 

4 180.00 

5 , 125.00 

6 80.00 



Forward 



$755.00 



Forward $755.00 

No.8 150.00 

?• 160.00 

1? 160.00 

11 * 60.00 

12 200.00 



Total 



$1475.00 



In the parish of Wickham there are 11 school districts, 7 of which were 
consenting, and 4 in the negative. Money voted as follows : 



No. 1, $670.00 f 



2» 
8, 
4> 



120.00 
182.00 
150.00 



Forward, $1122.00 



No. 6, 
10, 
11, 



Forward, $1128.00 

120.00 

, « 200.00 

, , , 170.00 

Total, $16i2!oo» 



The parish of Johnston contains 17 school districts, 8 of which complied 
with the lawy 9 in the negative, Amoupts as follows : 
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N3. 1, . . 


. . ... . |2r.o,oo 


2, . . 


2»0.00 


4, . . 


, -. . lOO.lK) 


^, . . 


no 00 


0, . . 


* 140.00 
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Forward, ^800.00 

No. 12, •. : 60.(JO 

13, * 4(i.00 

16, 70.00 

Total, |103ti.0O 
Forward, fbOO.OO 

In the parish of Brunswick there are 5 school districts, 4 of which were 
assenting, and 1 in the negative. 

No. 1, $200.00 

2 200.00 



.150.00 
.160.00 



Total, 1700.00 

In the parish of Clarendon, Charlotte county, no naoney was voted. 

Thus out of 112 school districts, 72 complied with the law, leaving 40 not 
in operation. The total amount of money voted was $13,900.00. 

The trustees as a rule are the best men that could be selected, and have done 
all they could to carry out the provisions of the law. They required a great 
dciil of explanatiou in .many cases, but this was only to be expected in the 
making out of a new set of rules and regulations. I must here give my testi- 
mony to the fact, that the trustees have always aided my efforts to the best of 
their ability in earring out improvements 

The school houses are in a bad condition generally in this county, the fur- 
niture is poor, and, th.e grounds are seldom fenced in and taken care of, and 
with a few exceptions are destitute of out houses. 

The Text Books and apparatus required by the regulations are vwy slowly 
acquired, although there has been a great improvement during the summer 
term. The people dislike to cbmige their old books for the new ones pre- 
cribed,but in every instance where they have done so they are fully satisfied. 

Th^ teiich^rs lor the most part have entered into the spirit of the new law, 
and I can see in many instances great progress from their renewed efforts. 
We had one instance of a teacher leaving her school without proper notifica- 
tion, leaving the trustees >yith an idea that she was oi^ly going to take her 
proper holidays, but she never returned to the school. She had gone into a 
distant part of the country before I was made aware of the facts. I have also 
jfound.one or.twoteachers^a little too exacting about requiring- the fires to be 
lighted for them and other little details, which, teachers under tho. old law did 
for themselves* There is no doubt that teachers legally may require all these 
things to be done for them, but I have suggested to such parties that they 
must have a little patience with the people until the law gets fully in opera- 
tion, before they require the people to come up to the very letter as well as 
spirit of the new act. I may add that no female teachers have complained as 
yet, but only able-bodied young men who ought not tp think it a hardship to 
occasionally light a fire when everything is.found ready for the purpose. 

As regards the scjiools in operation^ there are .a greater number of children 
attending school- in such districts than ever there were before. 

In a great manyof ' the unorganized districts, difBculty has arisen from 
defects in the boundary of such districts, and I have hopes that if the alter- 
ations I have proposed to the Board of Education are favourably entertained, 
that a great many more districts wilj next year be working in accordance 
with the law. 
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There arc some districts where the opposition to schools supported by tax- 
ation is strong, and from all I tun tind out by conversing with such paities 
they are holding Rack because they imagiuo the law is to be annulled, and 
there will be a return of the old state of things. I need scarcely <5ay in this 
report that I could 'not afford such parties any comfovt in their hope, as I 
know it to, be delusive, besides being detrimental to the best interests of 
education. 

Although this year we have had much opposition to contend with, mostly 
from interested parties, yet I look forward to a better feeling next year ; for 
the best way to overcome discontents in this matter, is to let them see that 
the law will work where people are willing to give it a fair trial ; and that no 
amount of opposition will deter the friends, of free schools from carrying out 
the law as k now stands. 

For the seeming paucity of facts in this report, I must plead the faot of 
this year being simply a trial of a new system, but I think that another year 
I shall be able to offer som^ething for the perusal of those who take an interest 
ill Education, that will show that Queens county is alive to its true interest 
in this matter, and that we are moving in a right direction. 

I forgot to say in speaking of the condition of the school houses, that 
several new ones have been built this year, of a far better character than any of 
those we had in existence ; in fact we have a new graounar school house in 
Gagetown of which we are justly proud. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

BENJ'N SHAW, 
Inspector for QueerCa County. 



ToT.H. BANi>,E8q., 

Chief Superintendent of Educatioii. 



COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND. 

H. BAN] 

JliiefSui 
Sir, 

Owing to my being in the country, your telegram of the 28th did not 
reach me until the 31st October. I now forward you the following hurried 
report, hoping it will reach you in time. 

lam sorry to say that tiiroughont the whol6 of the county of Northumber- . 
land there is a very large amount of dissatisfaction existing among the people 
with respect to the present school law, many having refused to pay either 
couQty or district assessment. As a whole, the catholics are opposed to it, 
and in a large number of the districts in which they are a majority, they have 
voted it down, and will continue to vote it down. In many of the districts 
the law was voted down simply because the inhabitants were opposed to dis- 
trict assessment for the support of schools, and I feel conBdent that the child- 
ren in those districts will remain without education just so long as the ratepayers 
enjoy the privilege of accepting or rejecting the laws at the district meetings. 
In many of thoBe districts that have accepted the law and voted an assessment, 
the people complained of the two assessments — county and district — and 
say that they would prefer it if there was only one. The trustees as well as 
many of the secretaries have expressed the same wish, at the same time stat- 
ing that they would prefer if both sdiool assessments weramade by the as- 
iessdrs, of rat^s,.fq:5 tbft parisfe. . TlMLr^ft9Q»8 give^ me: by tbu majority qi thit 
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secretaries for wishing this change, was, that the percentage allowed them by 
the law for collecting by no means remunerated them for the large amount of 
time and trouble it took to perform the work. There is also considerable 
dissatisfaction in many of the districts with respect to the manner in which 
they have been laid off, but I feel convinced that no matter what changes may 
be made, dissatisfaction will still continue to exist. In many of the districts 
it has been almost impossible to get men fit to Jict as trustees, pwing to the 
ratepayers lacking the necessary qualifications for the office, consequently the 
business has had to be done by the teachersi I have not been able to travel 
over the whole of the county, owing to a large portion of my time being de- 
voted to settling boundary difliculties between districts, and travelling over 
districts outside of the law and urging upon the inhabitants to accept it. 
With some of the districts I have succeeded, and they now have schools in 
operation, but with many others I could tfot succeed, and they are still out- 
side of the law. *** ♦•♦ ♦•••*••♦♦•♦ 

JAS. J. PIERCE, 
Injector Northumberland • 
Nov. 2, 1872. 

Note, — The omitted portion of this report is of the nature of a memorandam of the different . 
schools and districts, and of the visits made by the Inspector, facts embodied in Parts 1 and 2 of the ' 
Chief SuperintendeQt'sBeport. T. H. B. 



RESTiaOUCHE COUNTY. 



THEODORfi H. Rand, Esq., M. A., 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 

Sir, 

I beg to submit the following "Report of the schools in Restigouche for 
the year endmg October 31st, 1872. 

According to the directions of the Board of Education the organization of 
the various school districts has received special attention, with very encourag- 
ing success. The schools in operation are triple the number that were in op- 
eration at any given period during the precediag year. A still greater num- 
ber would have been iu operation, if there had been school houses in certain 
districts. 

Lectures have been given on the school law, and on the importance of 
education,^with the best results. 

During the year several school houses have been erected, and others are 
in the course of construction, which are all according to the plans furnished 
by the department. 

Considerable attention has been given to the districts where the established 
boundaries required to be changed. In such cases special regard has been 
had, as far as consistent with the right working of the law, to the wishes of 
the people, and what would best promote the cause of education. 

I have examined the schools several times. The teachers are faithfully 
discharging their respective duties ; and the pupils have made considerable 
advancement in the various branches studied. The graded schooF in Dalhousie, 
and the superior school in Campbellton, are in a high state of efficiency. - 

At the beginning of the year the schools were nearly destitute.of wall maps. 
Already a number of the schools have been provided with them, and others 
will be QuppU^d 09 sopn as the fund? of tbo different districts will admit* 
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The books prescribed by the Board of Education have been universally 
adopted in this county, and are very highly appreciated by the teachers and 
by those who take an interest in education. The reading books are fas- 
cinating to youthful minds, apd greatly facilitate their progress in the art 
of reading, and gaining useiul knowledge. The grammar and geojjraphy 
possess many excellent qualities, which merit tha highest commendation. 
Every advanced pupil in our schools should carefully study the gracefully writ- 
ten histories of' Greece and Home, and obtain an outline of the events of 
such au important period of the world's history. 

A number of the most active and best educated young people in the county 
have been induced to become teachers, in order to meet the great demand 
which the new school law has created. Others are qualifying themselves for 
work. 

The school Act, besides giving a decided impulse to the cause of education, 
has provided schools in various districts which had no schools before ; and 
which, otherwise, would not have enjoyed the benefits of education for a long 
number of years. 

The public works which are going on in the county have miltitated very 
materially during the summer term against the attendance at the schools. 
They will be filled with pupils during the coming winter term. 

It is projected to have a few additional superior schools (established in the 
different parishes, which will be very acceptable to the people* 

I remain, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

THOMAS NICHOLSON, 
Inspector for Hesttgouche County. 



ST. JOHN COUNTY. 



To the Chief Superintendent •ofEducaUoQ. 
Dear Sir, 

In accordance with your request* I proceed to lay before you a report of 
the condition of schools in the county of St. John, to the 31st October, 1872. 

I may premise that this being the first year that the school act has been in 
operation, there have been imperfections in working it out, chiefly arising 
from misconception, which will bo prevented in future by a better knowledge 
of its requirements. 

I propose to report separately the schools of St. John and Portland, and 
those of the out-parishes of the county. 

In the City of St. John (which includes Carleton) there were employed in 
the summer term 81 teachers, of whom 27 were male teachers and §4 females. 
Of these 4 have ranked as assistants. • 

In the town of Portland, there were;employed in the same term 33 teach- 
ers, of whom 16 were males, and 17 females. Of these 4 ranked as assistants.. 

In the city of St. John, ^ith the exception of the grammar school, there are 
no buildings for school purposes which may be called public property, all 
belonging to private individuals, or some ecclesiastical body. The fact that 
there were no public school houses in the city has always been a standing dis- 
grace,, but for want of au organized school corporation that disgrace could not 
be removed. In Portland, too, there is just one public school house. The 
teachers, who, i^v the most parti bad to struggle for a subsistoace, were com^ 
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pcllcd to provide at their own expense, school •accommodation for their pupils, 
as best they could ; the result \ea3, that in many cases, the rooms were wretch- 
c*dly unsuitable, often so poorly ventilated as to endanger the health both of 
the teacher and scholars. Blame was often laid on the teacher, and perhaps 
sometimes justly, but wherever the blame lay, a reformation was imperatively 
required. It is gratifying, now, to witness the changed character of the 
school rooms. No buildings have, as yet, been erected, but the trustees have 
succeeded in renting rooms much more adapted for school purposes than 
those formerly in use. There were, indeed, some lew very good schoolrooms 
which have been secured by the trustees. 

♦ Proper school houses will have to be erected to afford suitable accommo- 
dation for the pupils ; this will involve a considerable outlay, but it is an ex- 
pense that should have been incurre<i long ago. Wc shall then compare 
favourably with other cities, and a public reproach will be wiped away. « 

Another pleasing feature in the new system, is, that the school buildings 
are properlj' furnished, which in most of the schools, previously was far from 
being the case. It has been frequently remarked, that *'the school house it- 
self is an educator." • This is unquestionably true. Children intuitively learn 
to respect themselves when they are surrounded by circnmstances that are 
adapted to create such feelings ; and this I think is strikingly seen in our 
schools at the present time. Having inspected the 6t. John schools for seve- 
ral years, I can see a marked improvement in the personal appearance and de- 
portment of the pupils during the past year. 

Another item, and a most important one, in obtaining good schools, is the 
retaining the continued services of efficient teachers. This can only be hoped 
for by affording them adequate salaries. The trustees of Saint John and 
Portland wisely resolved, at starting, to give their teachers liberal salaries ; 
some of them, no doubt, who had been very successful, had as large, or even 
larger incomes from their schools before ; but many were unable to get in a 
profession they had from choice adopted, a remuneration with which they 
ought to be satisfied ; besides which, in all cases, there \vas a great uncertainty 
about receving that which was justly their due. Now receiving their salaries 
regularly from the trustees, many will be content to continue in the service, 
who otherwise would have been tempted to leave it in disgust. 

Another very great improvement is the grading of the schools j the value 
of this is well understood by ev^ry practical educator. Formerly, teaichers 
who were capable of giving instruction in classics and the higher branches of 
mathematics had also to teach the alphabet to babes ; now every grade of pupils 
having a suitable teacher, their progress must be more rapid, and the work 
more satisfactory to the instructor. The grading of the schools is not as yet 
perfect; but very efficient steps have been taken towards that desirable end. 
There is one great drawback to all these advantages in the schools both of 
St. John and Portland, namely, in most cases, the crowded state af the school 
rooms. The rooms are so completely filled with desks, as to make it iuipos- 
..ible to forin classes, in spaces apart from the desks, by which moans the in- 
telligence and progress, of the pupils may be distinctly ascertained, and 
gi'eatly promoted. The difficulty of securing a sufficent number of suitable 
school rooms, especially in Portland, prevents at present much improvement in 
this respect. 

In closing this notice of the St. John and Portland sthdols, I fefel bound as a 
matter of simple justice to mention the zeal and earnestness of the respective 
boosda ot trustees^ Tha-.ati^u^ care t&ey have 4isplayild; anid thd con* 
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stant untiring ejBForts they have made to give effect to the new law, and to 
promote the efficiency of the schools under their charge , is beyond all praise ; 
especially when we remember that, as gentleman engaged largely in busi- 
ness, their time is exceedingly valuable. They have felt the importance of 
the honourable trust placed in their hands, and have cheerfully made the 
necessary sacrifice which that trust demanded. While adverting to this subject 
it is proper to mention that remarks, similar to those above, should be made 
with regard to several districts in other parishes of the county, where gentle- 
men have given unremitting care to the interests of the schools. A striking 
contrast this to the apathy formerly existing, though the office is now, as 
then, perfectly gratuitous. 

Out Parishes, — I have found a report very, industriously circulated in 
some sections of the county, that under the new law there were scarcely any 
schools in existence. On the contrary, I am able to state that in the parishes 
of Lancaster, Simonds and St. Martins there are but few districts in which 
schools have been usually kept, that have not maintained one, for, at least, a 
part of the present year ; and more schools would have been in operation, but 
for the difficulty of obtaining the services of efficient teachers. In two of the 
districts, I believe religious differences may have been the cause ot there being 
no school, *aud in five or six cases disputes about the location of the school 
house have prevented the establishing of schools during the present year; 
but in most, even of the country districts, the schools have been more largely 
attended, and so much more efficiently conducted, than they were before, that 
when all ooiisideratious are weighed, the balance is greatly in favour of the 
new law. 

There are many districts laid out in the county, especially in the parish of 
St. Martins, where there has been no school, but in most of them there never 
was any school, nor, for want of a settled population, is it likely there will be 
one for years to come. Some of these are milling establishments on the shore 
of the Bay of Fundy, where men work for the summer season, while their 
families reside elsewhere. The area of these districts is very large, com- 
prising from 20 to 40 square miles, almost entirely forest land. It was 
deemed necessary to lay out these districts, as, at some future time, there 
may be a sufficient resident population to maintain a school. 

Lancaster Parish. — In districts No's. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15 and 16, schools have been usually kept, and there have been schools in them 
for the whole or for a portion of the present year. In several of them, schools 
would have been maintained for a longer period, but for the impossibility of 
obtaining suitable teachers. Districts Nos. 7, 8, 9 and 17 have not for several 
years had a school, excepting No. 9, which had a school for a short time a 
year ago. They are very unlavourably situated for schools, but as they rank 
as poor districts, I hope with the special aid thus afforded they may be in- 
duced in the coming year to make an effort to give their children the blessing 
of education. 

I visited all the schools in the districts above enumerated, and found them 
all progressing satisfactorily, some of them much more that in former years. 

St. Martin's Parish. — Schools have been in operation in districts No's. 

1,.2, 3, 4, and 10. I found all these schools in a generally satisfactory state, 

especially in Quaco No. 2. There are four schools in this district, all effici- 

" ent. Formerly it was disheartening, in a population so intelligent, wealthy, 

compact and numerous, not to find more than one or two schools that could 

Partiii. 4 C"nir-in]o 
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be looked upon with satisfaction. In the westward of the district there was 
one very good school house and one of a very inferior character, but in the 
central part not one of any kind. There weije several small schools, taught 
by any one who hired a room, but everything was most unsatistactory ; the 
rooms were small, inconveniet, ill-ventilated and poorly furnished, altogether 
unworthy of such a locality. Now, well furnished rooms are engaged, not ex- 
actly the kind that are needed, but greatly superior to what existed before, and 
the schools are conducted by competent, well educated teachers. 

Districts No's. 6, 9, 12, 13, and 14 have been without schools for one, two 
or three years, and have had none during the past year. Districts No's. 5,7, 
8, and 15 have been mentioned in a former part of this report as having no 
schools, nor a prospect of any at present, for want of population. 

SiMONDs Parish. — Schools have been in operation either for the whole or 
part of the year in districts No's. 1, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, l2, 14, 16, 18, 19 and 21. 

Some of them have been very efficiently conducted, and nearly all quite 
satisfactorily. In districts Nos. 2, 3, and 6, schools have been occasionally 
kept in former years, but there has been none this year. No. 23 has gener- 
ally had a school, but from some difficulty about the location of the school 
house, they have not had one this year; the difficulty is, however, now re- 
moved, and thev are about to commence a school. Nos. 5, 13, 15, 17, 20 and 
22, have scarcely ever had a school for several years past, and have had none 
during the present year. Some of these districts are so sparsely settled, that 
it will be difficult to maintain a school, even though they may have the benefit 
of ranking as poor districts ; but in some cases it springs from a culpable 
apathy that it is hoped the present law will succeed in destroying ; for when 
it is found that the coudty school tax, at least, will have to be paid, and that 
other districts where schools are kept will receive the share that would fall to 
them, they will, it may be presumed, bestir themselves to get schools for their 
own children. 

Much has been accomplished during the past year, notwitstanding the op- 
position that the law has to contend with ; but poiuch remains to bp done. 
School houses have to be erected with suit3.ble play grounds, of which at 
present there are none worth .mentioning. 

Some serious mistakes were made at the commencement of the year in the 
matter of assessment. In some cases too small a sum was voted, and as a con- 
sequeijLce a school could only be kept for a portion of the year, or the trustees 
could not secure the services of such a teacher as they needed. In other in- 
stances too large a, sum was granted, which made the assessment so high that 
sincere friends to the principle of free schools have felt that they had just 
reasons to complain : while opponents of the law have taken advantage of the 
mistake to denounce the system altogether. Experience will, however, rec- 
tify this error, and we shall soon come to know just what is wanted. 

In concliiding this report I feel tempted once more to refer to the provision 
of the school act, by which special aid is given to poor districts, I feel that 
this is one of the most beneficial features in the law, and one by which some 
districts have been enabled during the past year to keep better schools than 
they ever could before, and with very little difficulty to the inhabitants of such 
places. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours Obediently, 

EDMUND HILLYER DUVAL 

IrufjWtor. 
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SUNBURY COUNTY. 



The detailed memoranda furnished by Inspector Bridges appears in parts 
1 and 2 gf the Chief Superintendent's report. T. H. K. 



VICTORIA COUNTY. 

Sir, 

In compliance with your request, I beg to lay before you my annual re- 
port upon the state of schools in the county of Victoria for the year ending 
October 31st, 1872. 

Since the common school law came into operation, two terms have elapsed. 
I have in the course of each term visited the different schools established du- 
ring that time. 

In the first term ended 30th April last, of the 95 districts in the county of 
Victoria, 11 established schools (13 departments) employing 13 teachers. 

The second term has seen this number increased to 14 (17 departments), 
having 17 teachers. As the trustees of Bairdsville closed up their school at 
the end of the first term, in order to build a new school house, notfifiding the 
old one suitable, there really has been four new schools opened in the course 
of the second term. 

The statistics given above differ greatly from the statistics of preceding 
years*, and if the number ' of schools in session up to this day be comparea 
with the number of districts which are still without schools, it will prove 
even less satisfactory. What may be the cause of such a result? 

The majority of the population of the county of Victoria, being catholicsl, 
were opposed to the common school law from its very outset. A great num- 
ber* of districts refused to organize at the annual meeting, and others, though 
organizing, would not vote any sum of money for school purposes. For this 
reason, during the first term, among the catholic population, forming 60 dis- 
tricts, {here were but two scho ols kept in accordance with the law, and this 
number was reduced to one, in the course of the second term. 
* The 85 remaining districts having a population of a different creed, will- 
ingly adopted the new law, and immediately sot to work. Amongst this popu- 

*Tbe fallowing statement shows the number of schools and pupils in Yictorla Co. in 1S71 under 
Ihe former law, and in 1872 under the new law, term being compared with term. It will be observed 
that very satisfactory progress has been made in the English parishes. It is a matter of regret that in 
the French parishes the people have not been equally^illing to ^ve the law a iair trial. The law is 
equally adapted to meet the educational wahts of all the districts m the county. 

Winter Term. Summer Term. 

1871. 1872. 1871. 1872. 

Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. Schools. ^ Pupils. ' Schools. Pupils. 
A.ndover •••••• 2.. ••.••* 92*. ..••.. 4*......*<>.20««***..*.** 4*. ••.••••.21o. •••«.*•.• 7..««.«**«.806 

Oorden *•.... 2.... ... 67 •....*.. I*.....*... 49 •..>...... I*......... 48*..*.**..* I... .•••... 55 

Orand Falls.. •• 5<...**..152>...*.*. 5....«..«..287*«««*«**** 2>«**..**«* 68*.***«««** 6......»«*.801 

Perth ..•••• 2.».«..«« 76 •••••••• 1. *•••«.••• 57 •..«•..••• 1.. •••*.••• 36 •..•.•..*• 1*. .»••.••• 64 

Lome .'. 1 20 

Total, 11 387 U... 547 8 369 16 768 

Madawaska.... 8 177 ". 6 ....124 

St. Basil 2 44 3 77 ^ 

St. Francis .... 5 114 1 17 8 175 

St. Leonard.... 4 81.- 1 12 5 123 1 12 

Total 19.. ^...'-^la 2 29 22 ^...499 1 12 

T. H. E, 
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latioQ, therefore, we shall look for the schools established ia this county, and 
I must say to their praise, these schools are remarkable for their good train- 
ing and proper management. 

The trustees have spared neither pains nor money to procure worthy and 
competent teachers. Mr. Watson, who kept so advantageously for the dis- 
trict the superior school of the parish of Gordon, left at the close of the 
first term. It is now under the management of Mr.' S. Couillard, a trained 
teacher of great ability ; and I do not hesitate to say that under the. direction 
of this gentleman the school of arthurette, at present so prosperous, will soon 
become one of the best in the county. 

The superior school of Tobique Village, Parish of Andover, is still in the 
skilful hands of Mr. Baird. This school, owing to the increase of the num- 
ber of pupils, has been divided into two departments. One of these depart- 
ments has been given to Miss Alice Garden, a first class teacher. This school 
is in a highly satisfactory state. Mr., Baird and Miss Garden are teachers 
whose services it would be desirable to retain at any cost. 

Mr. Caldwell, who was obliged to discontinue teaching in the course of the 
second term, on account of Mrs. Caldwell's death, has finally retired. His re- 
tirement will certainly be regretted by the people of the Grand Falls. Our 
grammar school continues under the charge of Mr. Fenwick. In the course of 
the first term, another department was opened, and entrusted to the care of 
Miss M. Hammond, a second class teacher. These two departments are kept 
in the best possible order, and all the exercises of the different classes are emi- 
nently satisfactory. 

If for a long period we have had cause to deplore the wretched appearances 
and bad condition of the school houses of this county, the time is approaching 
when it will not be thus. The importance of having a fine school house giv- 
ibg all the necessary ^accomodations, seems to be better understood. Every- 
where the old hovels are done away with, and in districts not having houses, 
large sums of money have been voted for the erection of suitable buildings. 
With the emulation existing amongst the people, I may say with certainty, 
that in a few years the school houses of this part of the county may be advan- 
tageously compared with those of the neighbouring counties. I am sorry to say 
that nothing has as yet been done to procure the necessary apparatus. A few 
districts have, it is true, maps and bl^ck-boards, but nothing more ; others do 
not possess even those. It is to be regretted that the people cannot under- 
stand the absolute necessity of suitable apparatus. When the great expense 
incurred for the erection of school houses and their furniture shall be covered, 
I hope the people will endeavour to procure these things so indispensable for 
the rapid advancement of the pupils. 

The books prescribed by the board of education are at present in use in 
every school. Their introduction caused at first some confusion, as owing to 
the scarcity of the books, the pupils could not all obtain them at the same time. 
At present, both teachers and pupils can but praise them. 

Such is the actual condition of the common schools of this county. 
There are but few schools ; but those which are in session reflect great credit 
on the teachers and trustees. 

Direct taxation, by stimulating the interest of all, has caueed a better admin- 
istration ot school affairs. Since the people have had to contribute to the 
support of schools, they are not willing to waste their money, .by employing 
incompetent teachers^ and no doubt the compulsory assessmept, opening a 
new ediicational era in the country, will secure an excellent result. 
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I do not hesitate to state that, if we consider but the part of the county 
where the law is in operation, the future appears under the best prospect. 
Many new districts have opened schools at the beginning of this term Nov. 
1872, and several others are preparing to open theirs at the commencement 
of the next term. In a few years there will be no district, however remote 
or poor it may be, that will not possess a good school, where the children 
may obtain a fair education. With regard to the catholic population, the 
future is in no way promising. Nothing indicates when the common school 
law will be accepted, if at all. 

Before closing, allow me to remark that the sum of 30 cents per inhabitant 
seems to be insignificant, but if we consider the numerous population and ex- 
treme poverty of the county, this sum, added to other county taxes and local 
assessment, becomes quite a heavy rate. A reduction, if possible, would cer- 
tainly prove beneficial. 

F. X. BERNIER, 

Inspector. 
Theodore H. Band, Esq., 

Chief /Superintendent of Education . 



^\rESTMORLAlSrD COUNTY. 



Theodoee H. Rand, Esq., 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 
Sir, 

I beg to submit the following report concerning educational matters in this 
county, for the year ended 31st October, 1872. 

The school districts of this county were necessarily hastily laid oflT, in order 
to be ready for the advent of the present law. It is therefore no wonder that 
some dissatisfaction existed with regard to bounds. Several alterations have 
been made, which I think will prove satisfactory to the people interested. 
Other changes will doubtless be suggested during the present school year. 
Of the one hundred and twenty seven districts, 67 had schools during the term 
ended 31st October. Of these, Botsford had 12, Dorchester 4, Moncton 13, 
Sackville 12, Salisbury 13, Shediac 4, and Westmorland 9; but there were 
in all 82 schools, and about 90 teachers. About half of the 60 districts with- 
out schools are French, or in which the French rate-payers are a majority. 
Districts without frustees are confined altogether to the French portion of the 
population, and I am not aware that any ejBForts are being made in them to 
organize. The districts without schools, exclusive of the French, were so 
because of having no house accommodation, and partly because of not being 
able to obtain teachers. 

With respect to trustees, I have fpund them generally exercising good 
judgment and acting with unanimity ; the few instances of difference arising 
in locating school houses. 

Thirteen new school houses have been erected during the past summer, four 
in each of the parishes of Botsford, Moncton and Salisbury, and one in West- 
morland. In several other districts, in all the parishes liberal sums were voted 
for this purpose, but for various reasons the erection of the houses has been 
postponed to the ensuing year. Beside the new ones, there are a few very 
respectable houses^ erected before the present law came into operation, whicl^ 
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strange to say, are in the poorer districts, while the wealthier are the most barrea 
of school accommodation. The remainder, which are the greater number, are 
of ancient origin, and in keeping with their old fashioned, tottling furniture. 

School ground>s, those of the new houses excepted, which are amply provi- 
ded for in this respect, are confined to the areas occupied by the houses them- 
selyes, the highway being the play ground. 

Of apparatus the schools generally are lamentably deficient, a map of the 
world and a blackboard, in very many instances, comprising the whole, and 
some without even these. The prescribed text books were only partially used 
last term, partly owing to the difBculty of getting them, but often through 
the neglect of parents. 

Teachers in a general way were painstaking. K my observations are correct 
the present law, by the prompt mode of paying them it has instituted, has 
given their ambition an impetus in the right direction, causing them to feel that 
attention and industry in their honorable calling willag surely bring promotion 
as the same qualities invariably do in other occupations. At the same time truth 
compels me to state that a few — happily a few — seemed like drones in what 
should be hives of industry. 

Little need be said as to the condition of the schools in operation. The 
germ of improvement at least is manifest, and much more cannot be expected 
until the system has time to develope its results. It has already largely in- 
creased the number of scholars, and several districts have trebled the nunjber 
of their school-going children. The school registers generally, however, show 
too great an irregularity of attendance, the chief cause being, I suspect, neg- 
ligence or over indulgence on the part of parents; but too often, I fear, be- 
cause the teachers fail to make their school rooms the attractive places they 
should be 

There are many indications that the annual meetings now approaching. 
Understanding, as the rate-payers do the details of the law and its modus cp- 
erandi much better than they did at those of last January, will be conducted 
in a spirit of conservative liberality. I entertain no apprehensions that the 
requisite supplies will be withheld in any except French districts. 

I am. Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
R. WILSON, Jr., 
Inspector for Westmoreland^ 



YORK COUNTY. 

Sir, 

In this county there are 150 school districts established by the Board of 
Education under the schools Act of 1871. As would bo supposed, a great dif- 
ference of opinion existed among the peoJ)le themselves, as to how ihfy dis- 
tricts should be laid out, and where the lines should be drawn. 

After a very careful examination of the subject, it was found necessary to 
reconstruct, to a greater or less extent, sixty two of the districts as at first laid 
ofi", entailing a large amount of work on the agent, as well as adding largely 
to the inconvenience and trouble at the Educational Office. I am g}ad to be 
able to report that, with a few exceptions, this vexed and troublesome matter 
is tolerably welj settled in York powtj • * . 
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At the annual school meetings in January last, quite a number of school 
districts organized by electing their trustees, and making other provisions for 
a school, by voting money not only for the payment of the teacher, but in 
many instances provision was made, either for the repairs of the existing 
school house, or for the erection of one. Such was the favour with which the 
new law was received, that before the close of the year, 136 districts had ac- 
cepted the law, and were properly organized with boards of trustees, and ready 
to woik. During the fifst term eighty-eight teachers were engaged, equal to 
the largest number under any previous law, and by the close of the year the 
number had increased to upwards of one hundred and thirty, making an unpre- 
cedented number of teachers engaged and schools in operation, and these free 
to all classes. Notwithstanding this incroase there were causes which pre- 
vented some districts from opening schools, although they desired to do so. 
Some failed to secure suitable rooms in which to keep a school, while these 
houses were in course of erection. Other districts were unable to secure 
teachers, and in this way were deprived of the benefits of a school. Thus 
although the number of schools was large, yet had it not been for these hin- 
drances it would have been still further increased. No better evidence need 
be required that the law has been generally approyed by the people of the 
county, than to know that every available teacher was engaged, except it may 
be an occasional one, who demanded extraordinary conditions, and although 
a nunaber of persons received local licences and were engaged in the service, 
the demand still exceeded the supply. Almost constant applications were 
made, especially during the summer term, for teachers. 

Many of the old school houses have been thoroughly repaired and supplied 
with new furniture of the best quality. • In addition to this, thirty school 
houses have been erected within the year, besides some large additions made 
to those already built. 

Never in the history of this county has such an impetus been given to the cause 
of education within any one year, and from present appearances it is not likely 
to decrease. Upon liie introduction of a new law like the present one, mak- 
ing such radical changes in many ways, it might be expected that the people 
would entertain a diversity of opinions respecting it, but in the course of time 
these differences disappear ; the people find the law bears acquaintance ; the 
more it is understood the better it is liked ; so that, in my opinion, in a few 
years it will be a very unpopular act to attempt its repeal. 

The gentlemen chosen as trustees are generally men of the right stamp. 
To them, in a measure, we are indebted for the success of the law. When 
called upon to select sites, either for school houses to be erected, or for those 
to be removed, they have, with great patience, and often loss of time, ex- 
amined the different localities recommended for sites, and in almost every 
case they have been compelled to select one well suited for the purpose, hav- 
ing due regard tp the pleasure, health and comfort of the children. But 
little, as yet, has been done toward improving and beautifying the grounds, 
as time has not permitted it, nor have suitable out buildings been provided 
on most of the grounds. No doubt these matters will soon receive due eon- 
sideration, and a spirit of rivalry will spring up, in these particulars, and al- 
most every district will make comfortable arrangements in these respects. 

The unorganized districts I found on enquiry to be chiefly of the poorer 
class, localites in which there had been hitherto no schools. Some of these I 
have recommended to be placed on the list of <*poor districts," yet from the 
want of information on the operation of t&e law, and fearing that taxation 
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would be burdensome, some have failed to take any action. I have paid spe- 
cial attention to these localities, and have given them every encouragement to 
organize a school at oncCy at the same time explaining the advantages the pres- 
ent law gives to the poorer sections. Some have ah*eady organized schools, 
others are preparing to do so. 

Time would not permit me to examine as many of the schools as on former 
occasions, nor as I hope to be able to do in the future. In passing through 
the county each term I was enabled to supply the several districts with all 
necessary papers, and in addition to this, a very extensive coiTCspondence has 
been kept up during the whole year, while many local difficulties have arisen 
to require my attention, leaving me very little time for relaxation from school 
duties. 

The superior schools were regularly visited and examined each term, and 
several other schools ; and from observation I believe the new law will add 
largely to the regularity of the attendance of the pupils and their general 
improvement, giving the teachers not only a deeper interest in their work, but 
a much better opportunity to advance their pupils in their various -studies. 
The per centage of attendance must be largely increased, and in -every way 
good will arise from the practical operation of the law. 
. Judging from the present feeling of the people in this county, the annual 
school meeting of 1873, will show a decided improvement in the business doue, 
and the unanimity with which it is done, over that of 1872. Although the 
first annual meeting under the law was, everything considered, a success; yet 
from present indications the second will be a still greater success. 

Three schools were recognized in this county as superior ; those at Marys- 
ville and Canterbury Station were graded at the end of the summer term, and 
hence will be taught in two departments, and it may be an assistant will re- 
quire to be added. The former is largely indebted to Alex. Gibson, Esq., who 
has spared neither pains nor means to make it one of the first schools in the 
county. It is largely attended and very fairly conducted. The school district 
at Canterbury Station shows increasing signs of enterprise in the construction 
of a large addition to their already large school room, and also a dwelling 
house for the teacher and his family, the very thing Mr. Gibson has done for 
the school at Marys ville. 

The school at the mouth of the Nashwaak, in Douglas, is still prosperous, 
and although numerously attended, the Principal alone, " himself against a 
host," conducts it ; his energy and tact are rarely surpassed. The ratepayers 
of this district so far appreciate their teacher's labours as to propose to increase 
his salary, so I learn, and are preparing to build a large and commodious school 
house. They have reason to be proud of their school, and will be wise to re- 
tain, if possible, the services of their present teacher for some time to come. 
• The schools in Fredericton have undergone an entire change. All are now 
properly graded, and commodious rooms, compared with those formerly in use, 
have been secured by the trustees , and competent teachers engaged to take charge 
of the respective grades ; so that, instruction from the A. B. G. to the clas- 
sics and mathematics may be secured by all the children of the city whether 
their parents are in afliueut circumstances or otherwise. The whole system 
works admirably, and no one, who is tree Irom prejudice, could witness the 
examination of these schools, without feeling proud that, even at so late a 
period, the '< free school system " has been introduced into this province. 

For years, as my former reports show, I have been anxious to see this sys- 
tem established as the law of this province, and I have done what I could 
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during this the first year of its operation, te remove every obstacle which might 
hinder its success, and have laboured to have the law understood. Measura* 
bly I have succeeded, but I will n<^ feel satiified till in every school district in 
the county a school is established at least during a part of each year. 

The only serious drawback to the successful operation of the law in this 
county is the denominational dissent which has militated agamst its full and 
complete success in Fredericton. In th&^ther parishes, this feeling is not 
manifested to any extent. In a few dis^?ls no money was granted for a 
school, but this was more the result of personal motives than from any 
denominational feeling. It is to be hoped that even this will prove to be 
but temporary, and tbit soon ofl, without regard to creed or nationality, will 
eagerljr avail tiiemselves of a boon which it will be littie better than folly 
to reject. 

... . ,;. J^P^<*^ Yours, 

Thsodobx H. BiKD, Esq., H. A., 
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APPENDIX C. 



REPORT OF BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES. 

CITY ot FflEDEBlCTON, 



OmCE OF THB BOABD OF SOHOOL TbUSTISES, 

Fbedekioton, May 23, 1872. 

Thbodobs H. JtASiB, Bsqaire, M. A., 

Chief Saperintendent of Edacatioii» 4l^. 

In compliance with the requirements of the •* Common Schools Act of 1871," 
the Board of School Trustees fo» the City of JFredericton, submit the following 
report of their proceedings up to the close of the term ending on April 30th, 
1872. 

The first meeting of the board was held on the 13th September last, and for 
several months the sessions were very frequent. 

There being no public school property belonging to the district, the board 
were early impressed with the necessity of providing accommodation for a large 
number of pupils within a limited time, and at the most inconvenient season 
of the year, for either repairing, or fitting up buildings. 

Application was made to ihe Dominion Government for one of the buildings 
on the OflBicers' Square and the Park Barracks. These premises were ulti- 
mately obtained through the Local Government at a nominal rent. 

The building on the square was fitted up as offices for the board ; extensive 
alterations and repairs were made to the Park Barracks, in which eight school 
rooms were made available, affording accommodation for about 344 pupils. 

An arrangement was effected with the senate of the University of "New 
Brunswick by which the Collegiate School has been placed under the control 
of this board, so far as can be done under existing legislation. By this ar- 
rangement the English and classica> departments are free to pupils from this 
city and also from the County of York. In this building the board has 
opened a High School for young ladies. In the old building formerly occupied 
as the Collegiate School two elementaiy schools have been opened. 

A very favorable arrangement was also made with the Board of Education 
by which two elementary departments ot the Model School were made avail- 
able to acconunodate from 60 to 70 children. 

The Orange Hall, situate in the upper part of the city, was leased for one 
year from the first of January last. A considerable expense was incurred in 
fitting this building for five classes, which was absolutely necessary, there be- 
ing no other building in this locality suitable ; and indeed this is not such a 
building as the board would wish to occupy for any length of time ; they are 
now considering what can be done to provide a more eligible building for the 
district. • 

The other schools do not require any more particular reference than can be 
' learned from the annexed list (niarked B.) which gives the whole number of 
schools established by the board. 
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The matter of fiirniture occupied the attention of the board for some time, 
and after procuring samples and prices from Mr. Boss of Boston, tenders 
were received for supplying 1064 desks and seats ; the contract was awarded 
to Mr. C. Cooper of this city, who fulfilled the contract to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the board. This number enabled the board to furnish all the schools, 
except one at the lower end of the city, with the most improved furniture and 
of the proper sizes for the different grades. 

The board were anxious that the children in the city should be properly 
graded previous to opening the schools ; for this purpose they assembled the 
children in the City Hall, and received great assistance from Mr. Crockett, 
Mr. Freeze*, and Dr. Roberts, to whom the board were greatly indebted for 
their services. 

The board annex a copy of the course of instruction (marked C.) adopted 
for the schools under their charge. This has been prepared with great care by 
the Chief Superintendent, Mr. Crockett, and some of the teachers. The 
board desire to express their obligations to these gentlemen for the assistance 
so kindly given, 

. As no part of the yearly assessment has yet been received, the board would 
have been much embarrassed for means to meet the large outlay required for 
repairing buildings, paying for fuel, teachers' salaries, and the ordinary expen- 
ses-, had not the Provincial Gk)vernment advanced as a loan six thousand dol- 
lars, and the Peoples Bank three thousand dollars, for a portion of which some 
members of the board gave their personal obligation. These amounts the 
board intend to repay by the sale of debentures to the extent of $5,000, and 
the balance from the assessment when received. An account of the receipts 
and expenditure to April 30th, is annexed (marked D.) as also an estimate of 
the amount required for the year, (marked E.) an order for the collection of 
which has been made by the City Council. 

The return (A.) required bylaw, compiled from the teachers' reports is an- 
nexed. 

The board are confident that these returns afford ample proof that the schools 
in this City are in as good working order as could be expected for the short 
time they have been established, and considering the many difficulties the 
board have had to contend with. 

In conclusion the board wish to express their thanks for the assistance and 
advice you have so cheerfully given them, from time to time. 

Respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Board. 

JULIUS L. INCHES, 

Secretary. 

KoTX. —The papers A. B. C. and D. referred to in the foregoing report, are not published herewith, 
It was deemed better to await the more complete reports of next year, when fall exhibits of St. John, 
Portland, St. Stephen, and other towns, will be included in this Appendix. 

T. H. B. 
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TOWN OP ^WOOI>STOOK. 



• I . a\ 



•r. H. Band, Esq., M. A. ^^ 

iMtt Stt^enntdndent of Echi^atioii. 

Sib, 

Hie Board of School Trustees of the Town of Woodstock beg leave to 
submit the following report of tiieir proceedings under the Cionnnoa School 
Act of 1871. 

They have had for the y^ar 1872 eight schools in the Totm of Woodstock^ 
i. e.j six primary and one advanced school, and the Grammar School. The 
number of ptpils upon the registers is three hutidred and eleven (311) and 
the daily average attendance is two hundred and thirty seven ^237), an aver- 
age of twenty nine and a faatf (2^i) ^ daily attendance at eacn school. 

At the time that the School Act came into opeiution and the tirustees weM 
appointed under first Act, there was not any school accommodatioti belonging 
to the Town of Woodstock ; and the trustees had to make the best an-ange- 
ment for ti:ie schools that lay in their power. In consequence of this, the 
schools had to be opened in ditferent parts of the town. Undet those cir^ 
tsumstances, it hifis been impo^ible to gmde the schools to the satisfacrtioii of 
the trustees \ but they hdpe to obviate this diffleulty in the coming year, as 
th^y have put^hased what was known as the Presbyterian College, and whidi 
When finished. Will affbrd ample accommodation for all of the sdiools of Uie 
Town/ The Receipts and Expenditure for the sdiools for the year 1^72 hte 
as follows t 

BCCEIPTS. 

Prooeedfl of Debehtores. ».••«•»« «•«..*•• *•«».. ••«..k.w*fM06.M 

County Bchool Fund» Winter Tenn : 4M.82 

«* ". " Summer " 884.37 

0ift L. P. ilTisher 800.00 

T^WB Treasuten' AMessment k...«.«*.k...«k*«... •»•«.«•. k.#.k. ••«..« 1612.60 

Tullioiii ftoi, extraardinaary piipllg flroBi oat8iaoDlfltrletl»***>..*#««4.*<.«..4..«..«k« HiM 
Adyanced by Secretary ••••^.•••'•».«»ft«»*%...««v«.* 06.10 

To paid Teachers' Salajieti.«.*4)....wft....«.4«w.»r. (1874.16 

Secretary *< 100X0 

BentOfB^hbolHouae* ^^..^^ 885.00 

School Furniture 681.64 

Wood and eutMng.«..»k..... ^ 189.70 

Debentures and Interest 515.70 

Towards purchase of College 800.00 

Jtepairs on School House8««**«««*«««*«*«*«««*«»««..«.*.«.«^. •«••••«••.••.• 155'87 

incidentals •••• •.••.•• 65»15 

Cash in hand • 140.57 

$4307.79 

The amount of local assessment for school purposes for 1872 was three 
thousand dollars ($3000,) but an injunction was placed upon the collecting of 
ity and as you will observe by the account of the receipts, we have only as yet 
received sixteen hundred and twelve dollars ($1612). The trustees have issued 
school debentures the past year to the amount of three thousand two hundred 
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dollars ($3200), two of those debentures, amounting to four hundred and forty 
dollars ($440) have been paid, and there is one debenture of five hundred and 
sixty dollars ($560) and interest due on the second day of April 1873. The 
proceeds of tnose debentures have been made use of for school purposes for 
the year 187S. The remaining debentures, amounting to twenty two hundred 
dollars ($2200) were given for the payment of the balance on purchase of the 
College, and are payable in fifteen years from the fifteenth day of July 1872, 
with interest at six per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually. The balance of 
last year's assessment will be required to purchase apparatus for the use of the 
schools, and to make repairs. 

All of which is respectfully submitted* 

L. P. FISHER, 

CJiairman. 

W. F. DIBBLEE, 

Becretary. 
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County InspectoiSy and th«ir Post OflBlco AddroMb 



Albert, 

Carleton, 

Charlotte, 

Gloucester, 

Kent, 

King^B, 

Korthnmberland, 

Queen's, 

Bestigouclie, 

Saint John, 

Sunbury, 

Victoria, 

Westmorland,' 

York, 



James Camwath, 
James H. Jacques, 
James Mitchell, 
James Smith, 
Thomas W. Wood, 
David P. Wetmore, 
Charles S. Bamsay, 
Bey. Benj. Shaw, 
Bev. Thos. Nicholson, 
Edmund H. Duval, 
Dr. J. H. Bridges, 
Dr. X. Bemier, 
Bobert Wilson, Jun. 
Edward C. Freeze, 




Biverside. 

Woodstock. 

Saint Stephen. 

Bathurst. 

Bichibucto. 

.Clifton. 

Newcastle. 

Gagetown. 

Biver Charlo, via Bathurst. 

Saint John. 

Upper Sheffield. 

Edmundston. 

Sackville. 

Fredericton. 
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EDUCATION OFFICE. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith, to be laid before His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, my Report of the Common, Superior, Grammar, 
Training and Model Schools of New Brunswick, for the School Year ended 
October Slst, 1873. The Statistical Tables of Part 11. however, are brought 
down only to May Ist, 1873. In Part HI. will be found the Report of the 
Principal of the Provincial Training School, with Annual Reports of the 
County Inspectors, and the Reports of the Boards of Trustees of Saint John, 
Fredericton, Portland, and Woodstock, together with official correspondence 
in reference to the length of daily School Sessions. 
I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 

THEODORE H. RAND. 

To The HonorabTe J. J. Fraseb, M. P. P., 
Provincial Secretary. 
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PART L-GENEEAL REPORT. 



To Hlfl Honor Tiie Honorable Samuel I<eonard Tille)r, c« M. 

Lieuienant Governor of the Province of New Brunswick^ 

May it plbasb Tour Honor, — 

In presenting my Annnal Report, I am gratified to be able to day tbat the 
second year's trial of the Free School System in New Brunswick has con- 
firmed the advance of the previous year, and carried it forward over a still 
larger number of the School Districts of the Province, 

In accordance with the plan of my last Report, and for the reasons therein 
given, the Statistical Tables contained in Part II, are confined to the details 
of the year ended April 30, 1873. Part HI, however, embraces the past 
school year, while all the leading statistics for the same period will be found ^ 
duly set forth in the course of Part I. 

A Summary view of the Scbools for the Tear ended April 30, 1873. 

The following is a summary view of the condition of the public Schools 
, for the year ended April 30, 1873, condensed from the tables giv«n in Fart 
n of this Report. The figures, however, are here increased by the addition 
of the few Grammar Schools not united with the Common Schools, and by 
the returns of 18 schools received too late to be included in the tables. 
Table I. — ^Number op Schools, Teachers, and Pupils. 
Summer Term, '72. — The number of Schools was 887 — ^decrease 11 ; the 
iramber of teachers and assistants, 921 — decrease 11 ; the number of pupils 
attending the Schools, 39,837 — increase, 6,540. 

Winter Term, 73. — The number of Schools was 894 — *increase, 230 ; the 
number of teachers and assistants, 962 — increase, 280 ; the number of pu- 
pils attending the Schools, 40,405 — increase 11,649. [This includes one 
School, with 53 pupils, returned subsequent to the preparation of Table LJ 

* In all comparisong under this Term, it is to be borne In mind that the previous Winter Term 
embraced bat four months, instead, of six months. 
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Table IL — Proportion of Population at Schoql, Ages and Sex of Pupils, 
Percentage of Daily and full-term Attendance. 

Summer Term^ '72. — 1. The proportion of the entire population of the Pro- 
vince attending the public Schools was 1 in 7.17 of the pop. — increase, 1 in 
every 43.69 of the pop. It was greater than 1 in 7 in all the Counties except 
Northumberland (1 in 9.45), Kent (1 in 11.99), Victoria (1 in 15.35), and Glou- 
cester (1 in 68.64), In York it reached 1 in 5.41, and in Albert 1 in 5.13, — 
the highest in the Province during the Term. 

2. Of the 39,837 pupils, 602 were under 5 years of age; 36,208, between 5 
and 15 years, and 3,127, over 15 years. 

3. There were 20,229 boys, and 19,608 girls. 

4. The percentage of pupils daily present on an average during the time 
the several Schools were open, was, for the whole Province, 50.48 per cent., 
— Albert being the lowest, 48.72, and Westmorland, the highest, 59.85. 

5. The percentage present every prescribed teaching day in the term, dis- 
tributed over the entire Province, was 45.61 per cent. As this includes not 
only the regularity of the attendance, but also the length of time which the 
Schools were open, it is the true measure of the work done. It is evident 
that a good degree of regnlarity in the operations of the Schools is being se- 
cured. Saint John County stood the highest, 50.09, and Victoria County 
the lowest, 36.67. 

Winter Term^ '73. — 1. Thejproportioti of the population of the Province at 
the public Schools was 1 in 7.07 of the pop. — increase, 1 in every 24.63 of 
the pop. It exceeded 1 in 7 in all the Counties except Queen's (1 in 7.51), 
Northumberland (1 in 9.30), Kent (1 in 14.76), Victoria (1 in 16.21), and 
Gloucester (1 in 40.89). In the Counties of King's and Restigouche it was 
1 in 5.89, in Charlotte 1 in 6.34, and in Carle ton 1 in 5.22, — the highest in 
the Province for the Term. 

2. Of the pupils, 288 were under 5 years of age ; 34,351 between 5 and 15 
years ; and 5,766 over 15 years=40,405 pupils. 

3. There were 22,807 boys, and 18,098 girls. 

4. The percentage of pupils daily present on an average during the time- 
the several Schools were in Session, was, for the Province, 54.62, — decrease 
10.17. This decrease is doubtless attributable to the extraordinary incle- 
mency of the Winter Term of 1873. The lowest average was in Kent, 49. ; 
and the highest in Suribury, 59.65. 

5. The percentage at School every prescribed teaching day in the Term, 
averaged over all the Schools of the Province, was 46.26, — decrease 4.27 per 
cent. This shews that the regularity of the Schools was greater than that of 
the attendance of the pupils, — a result to be expected during inclement sea- 
sons. The County of Saint John stood the highest, 52.55, and King's the 
lowest, 39,40. 

Table III. — ^Number of Pupils in the different Branches of Instruction. 

Summer Term^ 'T2. — The number of pupils studying the different branches, 

was as follows : — Singing, 5,186 ; Reading, 36,982 ; Recitation of English 
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prose or verse, 17,158 ; Oral Spelling from reading lessons, 28,856 ; Spelling 
t)ook and dictation, 18,898 ; Oral Geography, 13,911 ; Geography from Text- 
book, 7,129 ; Industrial Drawing, first lessons, 1,742, Model Cards 614, Sketch 
book 438 ; Writing, first lessons 9,887, half-text 6,662, fine hand 16,100 ; 
Arithmetic, oral 2,396, mental 23,967, slate 27,104 ; English Grammar and 
Analysis, oral 7,431, text-book 11, 227 ; History, British America 699, British 
5,449, other peoples 492 ; English Composition, 4,647 ; Book-keeping, 486 ; 
Chemistry of Common Things, 672 ; Algebra, 680 ; Geometry, 634 ; Navi- 
gation, 6 ; Mensuration, 15 ; Natural Philosophy, 1,817 ; Latin, 689 ; Greek, 
«9 ; French, 498 ; Surveying, 28 ; other branches, 150. 

Winter Term^ '73. — The different branches taught and the number of pu- 
pils studying each branch, was as follows : — Singing, 5,689 ; Reading, 37,790 ; 
Recitation, 18,980 ; Oral Spelling 28,937, Spelling book and dictation 21,535 ; 
Oral Geography, 14,452; Geography from Text-boofc, E,530; Industrial 
Drawing, first lessons 1,709, Model Cards 440, Sketch book 502; Writing, 
first lessons 8,109, half-text 7,952, fine hand 18,859 ; Arithmetic, oral 2,489, 
mental 25,104, slate 30,321 ; English Grammar and Analysis, oral 8,260, text- 
book 12,962 ; History, British American 1,107, British 7,278, other peoples 
782 ; English Composition, 5,418 ; Book-keeping, 937 ; Chemistry of Com- 
mon Things, 1,071 ; Algebra, 848 ; Geometry, 799; Ifavigation, 42; Mensu- 
ration, 64 ; Natural Philosophy, 1,002 ; Latin, 800; Greek, 83 ; French, 414; 
Surveying, 4 ; other branches, 466, 

Table IV. — Number and Ciass of TeachebTs and Assistants employed. 

Summer Term^ '72. — 1. There were 921 teachers and assistants employed 
during the Term. Of these, 393 were men, and 528 women — 713 trained, 
and 208 untrained. There were 9 male, and 18 female assistants. 

2. The number of Teachers of each class was as follows : — Grammar School 
class, males 12 ; first class, males 116, females 165 ; second class, males 149, 
females 172; third class, males 107, females 174. 

Winter Term, 73. — During this Term, there were 960 teachers and assist- 
ants employed, — increase 271. Of these, 418 were men — increase 87, and 
542 were women — increase 184; — 752 were trained, and 208 untrained. 
There were 8 male and 27 female assistants. 

2, The classification of the Teachers was as follows : — Grammar School 
class, males 13 ; first class, males 134, females 159 ; second class, males 143, 
females 169; third class, males 120, females 187. 

Table V. — Period op Sebvjce of Teachers. 

Summer Term^ '72. — I am able to present several tolerably trustworthy 
facts in respect of the period of service of 891 of the 894 regular Teachers 
employed during this Term. 578 cgntinued to teach in the same Schools in 
which they taught the previous term ; 195 had charge of Schools in atl;i^r. 
districts; while 118 taught for the first time. 360 ol the numbei; had l^een^ 
engaged not more than three years in the service. I cefer tp the table for. 
the details of the Period of Service of the firsjb a^4 S®J?0JE^4, ^1^? te^^hei^ej^ 
male and female. r^^^^T^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xii. CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 1873 

Winter Term^ '73. — Of the 925 regular teachers engaged this term, the fol- 
lowing facts are furnished in respect of 832 : — 514 taught in the same Schocjl 
as during the Summer Term ; 238 taught in other Schools ; and 80 taught 
for the first time ; while 331 had taught not more than three years. Details 
respecting the period of service of the first and second class teachers, male 
and female, will be found in the table. 

In this connection, I would call attention to the recommendations con- 
tained in my Report of last year, in respect to the securing of a staff of quali- 
fied teachers. I am persuaded tha^ the views set forth at length on this sub- 
ject in that Report, should be incorporated into our School system within 
the next two or three years. In this way, and in no other, so far as I can 
see, shall we be able to secure that degree of permanency, with efficiency, in 
.our teaching staff, which every interest of the School system demands. 
Table VI. — Time in Session of the Schools. 

Summer Term, '72. — There were 114 prescribed teaching days in this Term. 
The Schools thrt)ughout the Province were open, on the average, upwards 
of 102J days. The average during the same period in the State of Ma'ne, 
was 53J days. The County of Restigouche made the highest average, nearly 
112 days ; while Sunbury made the lowest, nearly 91 days. 

Winter Term, '73. — The number of prescribed teaching days in this Term 
was 120. The Schools were in operation, on the average, 99 days. — 
During the same period the average in Maine was 58 days. The County of 
St. John (allowing for the shorter time of the City Schools) reached the 
•highest average, 113 days, and King's the lowest, 89J days. 

It is very evident that the manner in which the County and Provincial 
funds are applied under the provisions of the Common Schools Act, will 
very shortly secure almost all that can be desired in respect of the continuity 
of Schools. For a few terms, there will be obstacles in the way of Trustees 
and Teachers, but there is no tendency more marked and emphatic of the 
present system, than the desire to have Schools in constant operation. This 
tendency, ever operative, is chiefly due to the County fond, and is of the 
gp^atest moment in an educational system. 

Table Vn. — School Examinations,* Visits, and Frizes. 

Summ^er Term, '72. — 1. The number of Schools which held the half-yearly 
public examination required by law, was 633, while 254 held no public 
examination. 

2. The number of School visits ipade was, by Trustees and Secretaries, 
3,582; by Inspectors, 1,017 ^ by Members of Parliament, 53 ; by Clergymen, 
446 ; by Teachers, 812 ; by other visitors, 4,026. 
8. The number of School prizes reported, was 158, valued at 5111.29. 

Winter Term, '73. — 1. A public examination was held in 690 Schools, but 
in 204 Schools there was no public examination of a local character. 

2. The visitation for the Term was reported as follows : — By Trustees and 
Secretaries, 4,430 ; by Inspectors, 1,090 ; by Members of Parliament, 44 ; 
by Clergymen, 436 ; by Teachers, 692 ; by other visitors, 4,551. 

8. 115 School prizes were given, valued at ^73. 20. 
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Table VIII. — Salaries of Teachers. 
Wittier Term^ '73. — ^The average rate of annual salaries, for the Province, 
as shewn by the retarns for this Term, was as follows : — 1. Male Teachers 
of the first class, J478 — ^increase, 549.27. The lowest average was in Queen's 
County, $291, and the highest in St. John, $764. 

2. Female Teachers of the first class; $272.57— increase, $45.44. The 
lowest average was in Victoria County, $245, and the highest in St. John, 
5399. 

3. Male Teachers of the second class : $311.35 — increase, $17.04. The 
lowest average was in Northumberland County, $260, and the highest in St. 
John, $460. 

4. Female Teachers of the second class : $229 — increase, $17.46. The low- 
est average was in Kent County, $195, and the hiijhest in St. John, $277. ^ 

5. Male Teachers of the third class : $276.07— increase, $37.52. The low- 
est average was in King's County, $229, and the highest in St. John County, 
$388. 

6. Female Teachers of the third class: $185.92— increase, $12.88. The 
lowest average was in Gloucester County, $142, and the highest in Charlotte 
County, $239. 

These increases are very satisfactory, for unless a fair remuneration is pro- 
vided for teachers, \\ is idle to expect the services of well qualified men and 
women in the public Schools. 

Table IX. — Provincial Grants to the Teachers bbtploted. 

Summer Term^ '72. — The amount of Provincial grants paid to the teachers 
employed during the Term, was $46,729.04. This sum was composed as fol- 
lows : — To teachers of Common Schools, $38,693.64 ; extra grants to teachers 
of Superior Schools, $4,440.52; grants to teachers of Grammar Schools 
united with the District Schools, $1,994.88 ; and grants to teachers of Gram- 
mar Schools not in union, $600. 

Winter Term, 73. — The Provincial grants to the teachers employed this 
Term, was $43,676.06, made up as follows :-r-to Common School teachers, 
$36,264.98 ; extra grants to Superior School teachers, $6,143.67 ; grants to 
Union Grammar Schools, $1,934.08; grants to Grammar Schools not in 
union, $333.33. 

The total Provincial grants to the teachers employed both terms, was $90,- 
406.10. 

Table X. — County Fund Grants to Trustees. 

This Fund is distributed "to the Trustees of each district, in respect .of 
each qualified teacher, exclusive of assistants by them employed, the sum of 
twenty dollars per year, and the balance . . . according to the average 
number of pupils attending the Common Schools of the County, and the 
length of time in operation." By the " Common Schools Amendment Act 
1873," thirty dollars was substituted for " twenty," and for poor districts 
forty dollars. The first distribution under the provisions of the " Common 
Schools Amendment Act 1873,'* was that for the Winter Term^ '73, 
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Summer Term^ ^72. — The total amount of the County Fund apportioned 
to Trustees for this Term, was $40,554.90, — ^but one half the normal amount 
being appropriated in Gloucester. Of this sum, ?7,766.02 were distributed 
in respect of the services of teachers, for the time Schools were in Session ; 
and 532,788.88, in respect of the full-term average number of pupils in at- 
tendance on the Schools of the County. Of this latter sum, the amount per 
pupil in attendance every prescribed teaching day in the Term is given, for 
each County, in the table. 

Winter Terrriy 73. — 1. The County Fund paid to Trustees for this Term, 
was $41,456.09. The amount for Gloucester was the same as for the previous 
Term, while the amount for York was increased by the addition of the City 
of Fredericton, as provided by the " Common Schools Amendment Act 
• 1873." The sum of ?11,039.14 was paid to the Trustees in respect of the 
filprvices of teachers, for the period taught ; and the sum of $30,416.95 in res- 
pect of the average number of pupils in attendance during the full Term, 
The table shews the amount of this latter sum per pupil, for the full Term, 
in the different Counties. 

2. The total amount of the County Fund paid to the Trustees for both 
Terms, was $82,010.99. 

Tablb XI.— Superior Schools. 

Summer Term^ '72. — There were 33 Superior Schools open during the 
Term, with an attendance of 2,327 pupils. Of the number instructed in the 
various branches, there were 689 in British History ; 81 in Roman or Gre- 
cian History ; 577 in English Composition ; 120 in Latin ; 8 in Greek ; 37 
in French ; 128 in Algebra ; 156 in Geometry ; and 159 in Chemistry of 
Common Things. 

Winter Term^ '73. — 41 Superior Schools were in operation this Term, hav- 
ing 2,938 pupils in attendance. Among the numbers instructed in the vari- 
ous branches, 928 were studying British History ; 56 Roman or Grecian His- 
tory; 741, English Composition; 105, Latin ; 21, Greek; 15, French; 143, 
Algebra; 186, Geometry; and 242, Chemistry of Common Things. 

During both Terms, the Superior Schools were generally well sustained, 

many of them being Schools of a high order. Details will be found in the 

table. 

Table XIL — Grammar Schools. 

Summer Term, '72. — 1. 14 Grammar Schools were in operation during the 
Term, all being in union with the Common School system except three — 
those located at Bathurst, Hampton, and Chatham. 

2. There were 881 pupils attending these Schools, 408 of whom were study- 
ing British History ; 148, Roman or Grecian History ; 425, English Compo- 
sition ; 238, Latin ; 54, Greek ; 104, French ; 140, Algebra ; 129, Geometry ; 
and 198, Chemistry of Common Things. 

Winter Term, 73. — 1. The number of Grammar Schools open, was 18, — 
the one at Bathurst being temporarily closed. Those at Hampton and Chat- 
ban^ were not i^i union with the Common Schools of the County. 
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2. The number of pnpils attending these Grammar Schools, was 1019. Of 
this nnmber, 476 were studying British History; 173, Roman or Grecian 
History; 515, Eiglish Composition ; 288, Latin; 78, Greek; 95, French; 
267, Algebra; 206, Geometry ; and 268, Chemistry of Common Things. 

Eefereace is made to the table for the details of these Schools for each 
Term. 

While it is gratifying to know that considerable work is being done by 
these Schools to promote the secondary education of the Province, I think 
it may be questioned whether County Grammar Schools are the most suit- 
able means for the permanent advancement of the higher education of the 
Province. With the exception of the Grammar Schools of St. John and 
York Counties, none of these Schools have sufficient funda at command to 
secure such an equipment as the service really demands. It is worthy of 
consideration whether there should not be fewer of these secondary Schools, 
with larger endowments. Every one has heard of the man who built a superb 
house of two storeys, but neglected to provide any stairway by which access 
could be had to the upper one. The Province has provided Common Schools 
and a University, but it is by no means clear to me that any adequate organic 
provision exists, by which the desired communication may be permanently 
established between them. 

Table XIIL — Provincial TRAiNiNa and Model School. 
During the Summer Term^ 72, there were 33 students in attendance, 29 of 
whom received license at the close of the Term. In the Winter Term^ '73, 
45 students were enrolled, all of whom received license on examination. Bv 
reference to the Report of William Crocket, Esquire, M. A., Principal, (Ap- 
pendix A), it will be seen that 46 students attended during the Summer Term^ 
73. The details of the professional classification of these students will bo 
found in the Principal's Report. The Model School departments were in a 
high state of efficiency during the year. Both in the Training and Model 
Schools, all the Teachers discharged their delicate and responsible duties in 
a most satisfactory manner. 

In order to perfect the arrangements of the School, the principal room was 
re-fitted during the year, and tolerable accommodation is now provided in 
the building for nearly 100 students. The services of an additional Teacher 
, are required. I fully endorse the following statements of the Principal, and 
shall solicit the co-operation of the Board of Education in order to give effect 
to them at an early day : — 

" The time has certainly come when it is necessary to grade the students 
in their professional as well as in their general instruction. There are always 
some who attend two Terms, and their number is continually increasing. 
The indications at present are that during the approaching Term there will 
be, including teachers who have formerly undergone training, an attendance 
of at least about twenty stich persons. It cannot be supposed that they can 
derive from the Institution that benefit which the interests of education in 
this Province demands, and which they have a right to expect, if their at- 
tention is confined to such parts of professional knowledge as they may be 
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said to have already fairly mastered. The course should be fuller, embrac- 
ing the more difficult portions of School management, and the whole subject 
treated mainly in its subjective aspect. Such an arrangement cannot be 
made with the limited assistance at command in the meanftme. It is to be 
hoped that the Board of Education, in addition to the wise provision which 
they have already made to^ induce students to prolong their attendance, and 
teachers to take a further course, will place such a sum at the disposal 
of the Institution as shall enable it to procure the additional services of a 
thoroughly qualified teacher, and thus increase its efficiency and render it 
eminently useful to all classes." 

Table XIV. — Examination op Teachers. 

The Regulations of the Board of Education make it the duty of the Chief 
Superintendeut to hold semi-annual Examinations for the examination of all 
qualified applicants for license to teach. The Summer Examination is held 
in September, simultaneously at Fr^dericton, Saint John, and Chatham, 
while the Winter Examination is held in March, at Fredericton only. The 
Examinations are uniform for each class of license, and the work done by 
each candidate is estimated by the Provincial Examiners: — W. Brydone 
Jack, P. C. L., Examiner in School Management, &c. ; Thomas Harrison, 
LL.B., Examiner in Mathematics; Charles Spurden, D.D., Examiner in His- 
tory and Geography; and George Roberts, Ph.D., Examiner in Language, 
&c. No pains have been spared either by myself or the Provincial Exami- 
ners to render these Examinations worthy, in all respects, of the confidence 
of the public, and highly promotive of the educational interests of the Pro- 
vince. Full details of the Examinations for the Summer Term^ '72, and the 
Winter Term, '73, will be found in the Table. 

Tables XV. XVI. and XVH.— In these Tables will be found details re- 
specting the School Libraries established in the Summer Term, '72, and the 
Winter Term, '73 ; a statement of the allowances paid to students in attend- 
ance at the Provincial Training School ; and a Summary of the Provincial 
Grants in aid of Public Schools, for the same period. 

Number of Schools, Teachers and Assistants, and Pnpils, for the 
Bummer Term mided October 31st, 1873. 

Albert County. — The number of Schools was 47 ; teachers and assistants, 
51 ; pupils, 2,095. 

Carleton County. — The number of Schools was 92 ; teachers and assist- 
ants, 93 ; pupils, 8,780. 

Charlotte County. — The number of Schools was 104; teachers and 
assistants, 105 ; pupils, 4,754. 

Gloucester County. — The number of Schools was 15; teachers and 
assistants, 15 ; pupils, 579. 

Kent County. — The number of Schools was 33 ; teachers and assistants, 
34 ; pupils, 1,402. 

King's County. — ^Number of Schools was 107; teachers, 111 ; pupils, 4,282. 

Northumberland County. — The number of Schools was 63 ; teachers and 
assistants, 63 ; pupils, 2,488. 
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Queen's County. — The number of Schools was 70 ; teachers and assist- 
ants, 71 ; pupils, 2,552. 

Rbstigouchb County. — The number of Schools was 23 ; teachers and 
assistants, 23 ; pupils, 978. 

St. John County. — The number of Schools was 164 ; teachers and assist- 
ants, 165; pupils, 7,719, 

SuNBURY County. — The number of Schools was 32 ; teachers and assist- 
ants, 33; pupils, 1,139, 

Victoria County. — Number of Schools was 24 ; teachers, 24 ; pupils, 840. 

"Westmorland County.— The number of Schools was 98; teachers and 
assistants, 102 ; pupils, 4,830. 

York County. — The number of Schools was 118 ; teachers and assistants, 
123 ; pupils, 4,805. 

For the Province. — 1, The number of Schools was 969 — increase of 82 
Schools over the corresponding Term of 1872. 

2. The number of teachers and assistants was 1,013 — increase, 92. 
8. The number of pupils was 42,243 — increase, 2,406. 

4. The proportion of the population of the Province attending the public 
Schools during the term, was 1 in 6.76 — increase, 1 in every 118.77 of the 
population. Omitting Gloucester, Kent, and Victoria, there was 1 in every 
6.99 of the population of the other eleven Counties at School. 

5. The number of different pupils attending the public Schools during the 
TTbar ended October 31st was 53,873* (estimated) — increase, 4,451. 

6. The proportion of the population of the Province attending the public 
Schools during some portion of the Year ended October 31st (based on the 
above estimate), was 1 in 5.33 — increase, 1 in every 64.20 of the populption. 
Omitting Gloucester, Kent, and Victoria, there was 1 in every 4.56 of the 
population of the remaining eleven Coui^ties attending the public Schools 
8ome portion of the yean 

Attendance of PnpUs at the Public Schools from 1861 to 1873. 

Winter. Summer. ^ « ^j. 

27,982 e^^i 

28,630 
28,487 
30,632 i|§o 

30,264 39,708 

31,364 40,939 

31,988 41,397 

83,327 43,471 

84,336 44,882 

83,981 44,872 

* The figures are derived by adding to the Summer attendance one third of that of th 
Winter. This has been the estimate of my predecessors, though I think 26 per cent, of t 
Winter attendance would be nearer the fact. The actual numbers will be reported in future. 

t The flnt year under the Free Schools system. 

3 



1861. 


25,618 


1862. 


26,401 


1863. 


26,078 


1864. 


27,171 


1865. 


27,879 


1866. 


28,33S 


1867, 


28,725 


1868. 


28.226 


1869. 


30,431 


1870. 


81,487 


1871. 


82,673 


tisvs. 


• »S,1f»« 


1893. 


40,40» 
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Schools and PapUs under the Parish. Schools Act, and the 
Common Schools Act. 

The following is a statement of the number of Schools and pupils for the 
Summer Terms of 1861 and 1871, and for the Summer Term of 1872. The 
Common, Superior, and Grammar Schools are included in each Term: — 

Albert County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 48 ; number of pupils, 
1,496 ; number of Schools in 1871, 40 ; number of pupils, 1,505. Thus at 
the close of a period of eleven years, there was not only no gain in the 
nijmber of Schools, but a loss of 16.66 per cent. ; while there was, for the 
same period, a gain of but sixth tenths of one per cent, in the attendance of 
pupils. • 

2. No. of Schools in 1873, 47 — increase in one year and 10 months, (from 
Janrfary Ist 1872 to October 31st 1873), 17.50 per cent. : number of pupils 
in 1873, 2,095 — increase in one year and 10 months, 89.87 per cent. 

Carlbton County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 71 ; number of pupils, 
2,339 : number of Schools in 1871, 79 ; number of pupils, 2,719 — increase in 
the number of Schools in 11 years, 11.26 per cent., and in the number of 
pupils, 16.20 per cent. ^ 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 92 — increase in one year and 10 months, 
16.33 per cent. : number of pupils, 3,780 — increase in one year and 10 mos., 
39.02 per cent. 

Charlotte County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 91 ; number of pupils, 
3,289 : number of Schools in 1871, 90 ; number of pupils, 3,799 — a decrease 
in Schools in 11 years, 1.10 per cent., and an increaBe of 15,50 per cent, in 
pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 102 ; numberof pupils, 4,754 — an increase, 
in one year and 10 months, of 13.33 per cent, in the number of Schools, and 
of 25.14 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

King's County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 94; number of pupils?, 
2,821 : number of Schools in 1871, 98; number of pupils, 3,162— an inciease 
in 11 years, of 4.25 per cent in the number of Schools, and of 12.09 per cent, 
in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 107 ; number of pupils, 4,282 — an increase, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of 9 per cent, in the number of Schools, and of 
35.70 in the number of pupils. 

Queen's County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 65 ; number of pupils, 
1,803 : number of Schools in 1871, 60 ; number of pupils, 1,776 — a decrease^ 
in 11 years, of 7.69 per cent, in the number of Schools, and a decrease of 1.49 
per cent, in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 68 ; number of pupils, 2,552 — an increase, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of IBJper cent, in the number of Schools, and of 
43.02 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

Restigouche County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 18 ; number of 
pupils, 614 : number of Schools in 1871, 15 ; number of pupils, 618 — a de- 
crease^ in 11 years, of 16f per cent, in the number of Schools, and an increase 
of six tenths of one per cent, in the number of pupils. 
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2. Number of Schools ill 1873, 22; number of pupils, 978 — an increase, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of 46f per cent, in the number of Schools, and of 
68J per cent, in the number of pupils. 

St. John County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 106 ; number of pupils, 
4,493 : number of Schools in 1871, 123 ; number of pupils, 5,912 — an increase, 
in 11 years, of 16.03 per cent, in the number of Schools, and of 31f per cent, 
in the number of pupil«. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 153; number of pupils, 7,719 — an increase, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of 24.39 per cent, in the number of Schools, and 
of 30.56 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

SuNBURY County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 32; number of pupils, 
827 : number of Schools in 1871, 29 ; number of pupils, 955 — a decrease^ in 
11 years, of 9.37 per cent, in the number of Schools, and an increase of 15.47 
per cent, in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 32 ; number of pupils, 1,139 — an increase, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of over 10 J per cent, in the number of Schools, 
and of over 19J per cent, in the number of pupils. 

Westmorland County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 85 ; number of 
pupils, 2,573 : number of Schools in 1871, 89 ; number of pupils, 3,403 — an 
increase, in 11 years, of 4.71 percent, in the number of Schools, and of 12.55 
per cent, in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 97 ; number of pupils, 4,830 — an increase, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of nearly 9 per cent, in the number of Schools, and 
of nearly 42 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

York County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 80; number of pupils, 
2,729: numberof Schools in 1871,90 ; number of pupils, 3,136 — an increase, 
in 11 years, of 12J per cent, in the number of Schools, and 12.09 per cent, 
in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schpols in 1873, 118 ; number of pupils, 4,805— an increase, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of 31.12 per cent, in the number of Schools, and 
of 53.22 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

Gloucester County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 32 ; number of pu- 
pils, 1,151 : number of Schools in 1871, 37; number of pupils, 1,433 — an 
increase, in 11 years, of 15.62 per cent, in the number of Schools, and of 24J 
per cent, in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 13 ; number of pupils, 479 — a decrease^ in 
1 year and 10 months, of 64.87 per cent, in the number of Schools, and of 
58.89 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

Kent County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 42 ; number of pupils, 
1,432 : number of Schools in 1871, 56 ; numberof pupils, 1,849 — an increase 
of 33J per cent, in 11 years, in the number of Schools, and of 29.11 per 
cent, in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 32 ; number of pupils, 1,402 — a decreme, 
in 1 year and 10 months, of 41 per cent, in the number of Schools, apd of 
24.18 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XX.. CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 1873 

Northumberland County. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 62 ; number 
of pupils, 2,018 : number of Schools in 1871, 75; number of pupils, S,u23 — 
an increase of 44.23 per cent, in 11 years, in the number of Schools, and of 
49| per cent, in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 61 ; number of pupils, 2,488 — SkdecreasCy in 
1 year and 10 months, of 19.71 per cent, in the number of Schools, and of 
17.69 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

Victoria County* — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 23 ; number of pupils, 
622 : number of Schools in 1871, 31 ; number of pupils, 915 — an iocreaae of 
34.76 per cent, in 11 years, in the number of Schools, and of 47.10 per cent, 
in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 18r3, 24; number of pupils, 840— a decrease^ in 
1 year and 10 months, of 22.57 per cent in the number of Schools, and of ^ 
8.19 per cent in the number of pupils. 

For the Province. — 1. Number of Schools in 1861, 889 ; number of pu- 
pils, 28,207* : number of Schools in 1871, 912 ; number of pupils, 34,205*— an 
increase of 8.70 percent, in 11 years, in the number of Schools, and of 21.27 
per cent, in the number of pupils. It should here be stated t hat in the Counties 
of Gloucester, Kent, Northumberland, and Victoria, the opening of Schools 
under the Common Schools Act has been delayed by the people in defer- 
ence to the wishes of the Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church. If we 
except these Counties from the comparison, we have far the remaining ten 
Counties an increase of 3 J per cenL^ in 11 years^ in the number of Schools, and of 
16 per cent, in the number of pupils. 

2. Number of Schools in 1873, 969 ;^ number of pupils, 42,243 — an increase 
of 6Jper cent, in 1 year and 10 months, in the number of Schools, and of 
20.57 per cent in the number of pupils. Omitting the four Counties, as 
above, in which there was a decrease, the remaining ten Counties sheio an in- 
crease of 16 per centy in 1 year and 10 months, in the number of Schools, and of 
• 36.86 yar cent, in the number ofp^'pils. 

Comparative Cost, per Pupil, of Current Support of Schools under 
the Parish Schools Act and the Free Schools Act. 

I have not at command the data for an exhaustive comparison of the cost 
per pupil of the current support of Schools under the Parish School Act and 
the Free School Act. But the salaries of Teachers, must always, of course, 
constitute the chief amount of the current support in any School system. I 
am able to present a trustworthy statement of the cost per pupil for this 
service for the Summer Terms of 1871 and 1873. In the former Term are 
included the Provincial grants and the local support paid to teachers, while 
the latter includes, for the same service, the amounts paid from the Provin- 
cial, County, and District funds. Common, Superior, and Grammar Schools 
are included in both cases. Cost per pupil for a Term : — 

♦These totals of the number of pupils in the Summer Terms of 1861 and 1871, include an 
estimated number of 225 for the Grammar Schools of Saint John and York Counties, of which 
no return was made to the Education Office. 
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Albert County. — Parish Schools Act, $2.82 per pupil ; Common Schools 
Act, $2.74J per pupil. 

Carlbton County. — ^Parish School Act, $3.27 per pupil ; Common Schools 
Act, $2.86 per pupil. 

Charlotte County. — Parish Schools Act, $2.97 per pupil ; Common 
Schools Act, $3.07J per pupil. 

Gloucester County. — Parish Schools Act, $3.36 per pupil; Common 
Schools Act, $2.67 per pupil. 

Kent County. — Parish Schools Act, $3.03 per pupil ; Common Schools 
Act, $2.65 per pupil. 

King's County. — Parish Schools Act, $3.51 J per pupil ; Common Schools 
Act, $3.2i^ per pupil. . 

Northumberland County. — Parish Schools Act, $2.64J per pupil ; Com- 
mon Schools Act, $2.88^ per pupil. 

Queen's County. — Parish Schools Act, $3.86 per pupil ; Common Schools 
Act, $2.96 per pupil. 

Kestigouche County. — ^Parish Schools Act, $2.98 per pupil ; Common 
Schools Act, $2*53 per pupil. 

Saint John County. — Parish Schools Act, $3.33J per pupil ; Common 
Schools Act, $4.05 pei* pupil. 

SuNBURY County. — Parish Schools Act, $4.22 per pupil ; Common Schools 
Act, $3.51 per pupil. 

Victoria County. — Parish Schools Act, $3.59 per pupil ; Common 
Schools Act, $3.38 per pupil. 

Westmorland County.— Parish Schools Act, $3.33 per pupil ; Common 
Schools Act^ $2.88J per pupil. 

York County. — Parish Schools Act, $3.36 per pupil ; Common Schools 
Act, $3.41 per pupil. 

For the Irovince. — Parish Schools Act, $3.26 per pupil; Common 
Schools Act, $3.20 per pupil. 

It is evident that as soon as the^ outlay for School houses and lands has 
been met, the mode of current support provided by the present Law will 
enable the people of every District to inake their School^ very efficient with- 
out imposing any undue burden upon themselves. 

Reports of certain Boards of Trustees. 

It affords me vei*y great satisfaction to direct special attention to the Re- 
ports, transmitted herewith (Appendix C), of the Boards of Trustees of the 
Cities of Saint John and Fredericton, and the incorporated Towns of Port- 
land and Woodstock. The Report of the Board of Trustees of Saint Ste- 
phen has not yet been received. 

The Trustees of Saint John, with their Secretary and Superintendent, 
have devoted their best energies throughout the year to the improvement of 
the Schools under their charge. I do but feebly express my best judgment 
when I say that the labour performed by these gentlemen in this behalf has 
placed the people of Saint John under lasting obligations to them. The re- 
signation of W. H. A. Keans, Esquire, Chairman of the Board of Trustee, 
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r ■ . .■■■■■,■■ - ■■ , 

was a loss not easily supplied. His untiring- performance of the duties of 
his office from his appoiutm^ent till his resignation, was one of the most im- 
portant instrumentalities connected with the introduction of the Free School 
system in the City. During the past year, the organization of the Schools 
has been carried forward as far as the nature of the accommodation procur- 
able by the Trustees will admit. Saint John needs new School houses, 
and it is the purpose of the Trustees to provide the same as early as possible. 
By wise management, the Schools, though provided with temporary accom- 
modation, have been pretty efficient. When suitable houses are provided, 
Saint John will take a foremost position among the cities of this continent 
in respect of Schools. The very full Report of the Bpard will shew the vast 
amount of labour which has been performed, as well as afford a glimpse of 
the condition of Schools in the City after thirteen years* operation of the 
Parish Schools Act. The following summary, from the Secretary's Report, 
not only testifies to the wise discharge of duty on th« part of the Board of 
Trustees, but demonstrates the adaptability, of the provisions of the Law to 
effect the objects for which they were designed by the Legislature : — 

" 1. The community is now provided with a system of Education which 
grants equal privileges for all the children and youth of the City to gain a 
thorough acquaintance with those branches of study that will fit them to dis- 
charge the active duties of life in an efficient manner. 

" 2. The Schools have been so graded as to save the terrible waste of time 
to the pupils and loss of power to the teachers, inseparable from the old plan 
of placing children of the most di/erse attainments under the same instructor. 

" 3. A course of study has been arranged and is now being pursued which 
recognizes the principle of mental development and growth, and provides 
the necessary aliment to make the mind vigorous and strong.. 

"4. An incentive has been given to teachers which was never before pre- 
sented, to fit themselves by continuous study out of School hours and dili- 
gent application to their duties in School, for the most advanced positions 
in their profession 

" 5. The City is provided with a staff of teachers, whose mental and moral 
standing, and whose acquaintance with the intellectual wants and capacities 
of their pupils and ability to provide for them to theTH^lest extent, entitle 
them to the confidence and esteem of the whole communi 

"6. Instead of the old, dingy, dilapidated buildings whicfi^ormerly dis- 
• graced the City, and to which the children of all classes were (lonfined for 
five or six hours a day, there have been provided, at the comparatStfly small 
outlay of $5,379.22 — only the interest on which the people are aakSQo P^y 
for the next twenty five years — thirty six buildings with eighty seven tIPJ^^» 
neat,- clean and comfortable, and supplied with requisite cloak- roomsif^ 
out-buildings. 

*'7. For the sum of $11,675.34 the City has been furnished with two splei. 
did School sites, most advantageously situated to meet the wants of the 
neighborhoods in which they are located, for a long series of years ; which >- 
sum was met by the issue and sale of debentures at par payable in 1897, the * 
people being assessed meantime to pay the interest only upon it. 

'^ 8. For an outlay of $22,456.88 all the Schools of the City have been pro- 
perly furnished and are now supplied with material for carrying forward the 
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work of Education in a satisfactory manner, the health, comfort, and pro- 
gress of the children having been consulted at every step. Tins sum also 
was met by the sale of debentures at par, the interest only being chargeable 
in the assessment from year to year. 

"9. For $81,830.23 the Board of Trustees has carried on the Public 
Schools of the City for two years, giving instruction to no less than 6,444 
pupils, who spent over thirty six per cent, of the whole period under the 
instruction ot teachers appointed by the Board, at an annual cnst of only 
§6.35 per pupil. This expenditure of $6.35 per pupil annually covered the 
rents of buildings, the payment of teachers* salaries, the care of School- 
rooms, the cost of wood, coal, water, light, books for indigent pupils, insu- 
rance of property and general maintenance, the payment of interest on de- 
bentures and loan, and the expenses of the Office, including the salaries of 
the Secretary and City Superintendent. 

'*10. Habits of cleanliness, order, application, industry and subjection to 
constituted authority, and the principles of goodness, truth, honesty, integ- 
rity, purity, kindness and good will, have been inculcated into the minds 
and pressed down upon the hearts and consciences of over six thousand 
children, whose future lives may well be expected to show the fruits of such 
culture; while their minds have also been. trained in the knowledge of those 
subjects which will assist them in coming years to provide for their necessi- 
ties, whatever may be the position to which Providence may call them." 

By the purchase of the Baptist Seminary, the Trustees of Fredericton have 
nearly completed the School-house accommodation required under the Law 
for the City. The Schools were claj^sified and graded at the introduction of 
the Law, and every improvement in house accommodation has enabled the 
Board to perfect still further the classification of the Schools. It affords me 
much satisfaction to say that while the decisions of the Board in the matter 
of School accommodation have been in no case marked by extravagance, a 
very serviceable suite of School-rooms for the City has been provided. It 
only remains to bring the management of every School department of the 
City up to. that condition of efficiency which the service demands. 

By the Keport of the Trustees of Portland, it will be seen that the Board 
has brought the Schools of tbe Town into a good degree of order and grada- 
tion, and that comfortable accomniodation has been secured. This result 
has been reached by much labor on the part of the Board and its officers. The 
work pf tbe Board has been characterized by much caution and discretion, and 
a determination. to place the means of a good education within the reach of 
all. N"ew School-houses must be erected in Portland. The foundations of 
two are already laid, and they can hardly be completed too soon. The effi- 
ciency of the Schools would be increased four-fold by suitable accommo- 
dation. . ' . ' 

The Trustees Of Woodstock, as will appear by their Report, will have per- 
fected their School arrangements the ensuing year. The School-house is 
one of the most commanding buildings in the Town, and beautifully situ- 
ated. The Trustees deemed it the part of wisdom to postpone any careful 
grading of their Schools until the new building should be ready. While 
this course may have saved the Board from those complaints of parents, 
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which are, at the outset, inseparable from thorough grading, it has prefVented 
the Schools from reaching that degree of efficiency otherwise possible to 
to them. 

The Trustees of Saint Stephen will have completed in May next their third 
new School house. The School accommodation of the Town will then be 
second to that of no locality in the Maritime Provinces. During the past 
year the Trustees have carried out the course previously entered upon, of 
employing the best first class teachers they could procure. 

Reports of Inspectors. 

I bespeak a careful perusal of the Inspectors' Reports, annexed hereto 
(Appendix B). These gentlemen have devoted much time to the duties of 
their office, and in many of the Counties they have been required to spend 
considerable time in the better adjustment of District boundaries. Their 
services have, in most of the Counties, been of great value in securing the 
organization of Schools, the removal of difficulties, and the impartial ad- 
ministration of the Law. [ Vid. Reg. 42 of the Board of Education.] 

Scbool Books. 

It will be seen by the Inspectors' Reports that the text-books prescribed 
by the Board of Education have been generally well received by the teachers 
of the Province. During the year the Board of Education has completed 
its series of Readers. It has caused a School History of Canada to be pre- 
pared, which will be published during the coming year. A suitable text- 
book on the History of England will shortly be prescribed. Diagrams for 
lessons in Natural History, and an Industrial Drawing Series, have also been 
authorized. 

No duty devolved upon the Board of Education, has been the subject of 
more careful and extended deliberation than that of prescribing text-books 
for use in the public Schools. It has been the aim of the Board to provide 
the very best text-books possible, and such as are suitable for use in all 
Schools. No person has ever called my attention to anything in the pre- 
scribed text-books, as being justly oflfensive to any class or creed. I shall 
esteem it a favour if any person, who may discover statements in any pre- 
scribed School book, which he may deem thus oflfensive, will notify me of 
the same. His communication will be promptly brought under the notice 
of the Board, and the subject of it duly considered. 

The Length of Daily School Seflrions. 

In Appendix D will be found the experience and observation of several 
eminent educationists in reference to the number and length of daily School 
sessions. The views of these gent^lemen are entitled to great respect 
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The Mode of Sapport. 

The law requires that I shall oflFer such suggestions in connection with the 
subject of Education, as I may judge adapted to promote its welfare through- 
out the 'Province. I would here repeat the suggestions offered in my last 
Eeport (pp. xxix — xxxvii), with respect to Teaching and Inspection under the 
provisions of Sec. 11 of The Common Schools Acfrl871. This section comes 
into operation three years from this time. 

It is my purpose to offer but one further suggestion in this Report, and that 
in the interests of the poor districts of the Province. But before doing so, I 
v^ish briefly to refer to the mode of support now established by law for the 
Common Schools of the Province. 

BY INDIRECT ASSESSMENT. 

There are those who think that the salaries of the teachers might be wholly 
provided by the Province, In this way, they think, that free schoob could be 
universally established without diflSculty. There can be little doubt that many 
persons would acquiesce, for the present, in such a provision ; but it would 
soon be abandoned, if for no other reason, on account of its inefficiency. To 
say nothing of the inequalities of this mode, nor of the embarrassment that 
would thus be brought upon the revenue of the country, it would be extremely 
difficult, if not utterly impossible, to deal satisfactorily with some of the most 
important questions touching the prosperity and growth of a system of Public 
Schools. The salaries provided for the different classes of teachers could not 
be liberal ; they would necessarily be very moderate indeed. As a consequence, 
the office of teacher would soon be filled by inferior talent. And who would 
undertake to determine what class of teacher should be provided for any dis- 
trict ? The people in many districts would earnestly desire the services of 
particular teachers who would be unwilling to labor for the moderate amount 
given by the Province. There would, therefore, need to be some provision in 
the law by which the people might be empowered to raise locally such addi- 
tional amounts as they needed, — the very provision which this plan is intended 
to supersede. 

But there are weightier objections to this mode. The entire support for 
salaries being derived from one source — the Province, — the schools would be 
exposed to the perils of a crisis. Circumstances now unforeseen, but easily 
conceived, might imperatively require the appropriation of Provincial funds to 
other services to an extent altogether incompatible with the discharge of such 
educational obligations. But under the present three-fold mode of support, the 

Prostration of one of the noblest institutions of the Province could never occur, 
'he means of maintenance being so distributed as to draw in moderation upon 
every industrial interest, furnishes a broad and permanent basis for the erec- 
tion of an elastic and enduring system of education. 

Were the schools of the Province, moreover, supported chiefly from the 
Provincial revenue, the education of the country would not, I am convinced, 
exhibit true and lasting progress. The plan would be found to disappoint the 
hopes of its promoters. It is not money only or chiefly that is wanted, but 
an awakening of a deep and universal interest in the education of all, and an 
abiding conviction of the value and importance of Education to society at 
large. The securing of a portion of the money needed for the maintenance of 
schools, should be one of# the means employed to create these essential con-, 
ditions of educational efficiency. Any system of education that fails to enlist 
the direct interest ot the people, and- to make that interest the pivot of local 
operations, is not adapted to secure permanent progress, and is foreign to the 
spirit of our institutions. Unless the paramount claims of this subject are per- 
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mitted to rest, to a good degree, directly upon- the inhabitants of the several 
school districts, so that a vital connection shall be established between the 
school system and the people themselves, education will never occupy through- 
out the Province, the commanding position to which it is entitled. If the 
activities of the people are called forth by the feeling of direct responsibility, 
they will devise far more liberally than it is possible for the Government to do. 
The inhabitants of each district will regard their school as the offspring of 
their own exertions ; every one will feel that he has a voice and interest in the 
matter; the schools will be the People^s schools, and will grow with the growth 
and strengthen with the strength of each individual community. If, however, 
instead of a system based upon direct assessment, a system supported chiefly 
from the Provincial revenue were iiT operation, it would be found almost im- 
possible to create a sound public sentiment which carried with it the acknow- 
ledgment of individual responsibility. Individual interest would dwindle and 
decay, and public interest would sink to indifference. Better by far that for a 
time, there should be sharp debates and differences of opinion in communities 
(certainty of school operations being guaranteed), than*that lethargy and su- 
pineness should characterize the people. If the system introduced be a sound 
one, unreasonable opposition will subside, while universal interest will be en- 
larged and deepened by the temporary struggle. In truth, there is no road to 
progress, except through opposing forces. 

But a system of schools chiefly supported from the Provincial revenue would 
Qot only be fraught with the destruction of individual responsibility and interest, 
it would not contain a single element adapted to promote the growth of our 
infant school system. The nourishment or support of to day would be starvation 
i few years hence, for public interest not being awakened and fostered by such 
a system of support, no sentiment sufficiently powerful would be brought to 
bear upon the question jn order that governmental provisions might keep pace 
with the ever-increasing wants of the schools of the Province. 

In view of this subject it would, moreover, be the part of folly to ignore the 
lessons of experience and history. As early as January, 1828, the Committee 
Df Education of the Legislature of Massachusetts declared, ^' That means should 
be devised for the establishment of a fund having in view not the support, but 
the encouragement of the Common Schools." * * * In February of the 
same year, the same Committee said : " The establishment of a fund should 
look * * * to the distribution annually, to all the towns, of such a sum 
For the benefit of the schools as shall simply operate as an encouragement to 
proportionate efforts on the part of the towns. A fund which shoidd be so large 
2S to suffice for the support of the whole school establishment of. the State, as is the 
yxse in Connecticut, would, in the opinion of the Committee, be rather detrimental 
Ihan advanta^geous : it would only serve to draw off from the mass of the commu- 
nity that animaiing interest which wiU ever be found indispensable where a reso- 
lute feeling upon the subject is wished for or expected. Such a result is, in every 
sense, to be deprecated, and whatever may tend to it even remotely, should be 
inxiously avoided.'' In 1832, the subject was again before the Legislature of 
Massachusetts. The report of the Committee set forth even more strongly the 
same views as in 1828 : " The dangers of a larg'e fund were presented, and the 
example of Connecticut and some States of the West, where school funds had 
diminished rather than increased the public interest in Education, loas tendered 
2S a warning against a too liberal appropriation of public money. '^ On the 
other hand, it was claimed that "the establishment of a fund which should en- 
courage efforts rather than supply all wants, and without sustaining the schools, 
give aid to the people in proportion to their own coutributions, was a measure 
indispensable to i^6 cause of Bducatioa." 
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These views finally became law, and the history of education in Massachusetts 
has amply illustrated their soundness* The State of Connecticut abandoned 
her system of support, in the interests of Education, and has since secured an 
efficient school system based largely on direct assessment for its support. 

For the reasons now advanced 1 am very decidedly of opinion, that, even 
were the mode a feasible one in other respects, no more fatal mistake could be 
made in laying the foundations of a system of free education for New Bruns- 
wick, than to provide its chief support from the Provincial revenue. But the * 
mode is not a feasible one. There are about 1,400 school districts, and some 
of them, as the cities, towns and villages, require a considerable number cTf 
teachers. During the term closed October 31st, there were upwards of 1,000 
teachers employed. The servfce requires over 1,500, and it is the object of 
the" law to have schools established in every district at as early a day as possi- 
ble. By reference to the figures already given from Table viii.,it will be seen 
that at the present moderate rate of salaries, over $400,000 annual Provincial 
grant would be needed for this one branch of the service. And were it pro- 
vided, it would have no elasticity, and the requirements of the system could 
not be met with discrimination. It will be seen that the present law already 
provides as liberal grants as the resources of the Province will permit, and, in 
my judgment, as the best interests of Education demand. 

BY DIRECT ASSESSMENT. 

It is not my intention to enter at length upon a discussion of the legitimacy and 
value of direct assessment as a mode of support, but to ofier a few considerations 
by way of justifying the position assigned to it in our present system for the 
maintenance and control of a system of public instruction. In doing so, I may 
be permitted to instance the views of a distinguished educationist and states- 
man : — '• A system of public instruction implies a system of universal taxation. 
The only rule on ^vhich taxes can be levied justly is that the object sought is 
of public necessit}^, or manifest public convenience. It-quite often happens 
that men of our own generation are insensible or indifferent to the true relation 
of -the citizen to the cause of Education. Some seem to imagine that their in- 
terest in schools, and of course their moral obligation to support them, ceases 
with the education of their own children. This is a great error. The public 
has no right to levy a tax for the education of any particular child, or family of 
children ; but its right of taxation commences when the education or plan of 
education is universal, and ceases whenever the plan is limited." No man can 
be taxed properly because he has children of his own to educate ; this may be 
a reason with some for cheerful payment, but it has in itself no element of a 
just principle. When, however, the people of a State or Province decide that 
Education is a matter of public moment, then taxation for its promotion rests 
upon the basis of Government. As parents, we have a special interest in our 
children ; as citizens, it is this, that they may be honest, industrious, and effect- 
ive in their labours. This interest we have in all children. The safety of our 
persons and property djsmands their honesty ; our right to be exempt from 
pauper and criminal taxes requires habits of universal industry ; and our part 
in the general wealth and prosperity is increased by the intelligent application 
of labour in all the w^alks of life. If it is the duty of the Province to seek its 
own preservation and prosperity by fostering the development of these elements 
of the common welfare, and to protect itself against poverty and crime ; if it is 
the dictate of reason and the experience of governments that education is the 
most effectual method of securing these results; if this education must be uni- 
versal to be thoroughly effective; if the Province js the only agent or instru^- 
mentality of sufficient power to so deal with this great business >&» to secure 
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the means of education for all ; and if assessment lies at the foundation of a 
system of public instruction — is, in fact, essential to its effectire existence and 
universal extension, — then ought the Province to command this means for the 
establishment of a system of common education, and every inhabitant is morally 
bound to lend hiS' support. 

A two-fold application of direct assessment has been demonstrated by the 
experience of Ontario, Nova Scotia, and several of the American States, to 
subserve the end in view in the most successful and efficient manner, — ^viz : 
<Connty and District assessment. 

County Assessment. — The interests of the inhabitants of each County arer 
• jnore intimately connected than are those of the residents of separate Counties. 
Each of these communities provides for itself the amount necessary to meet 
expenditures occasioned by pauperism and crime ; and each receives it^ own 
special advantage by the diminution of whatever tends to the enervation and 
corruption of its society, or from the increase of whatever contributes to its 
strength and purity. It will be denied by none, that the proper education of 
all composing these communities is a more powerful means of diminishing crime 
than punitive measures, however rigorous ; or that such education is the most 
direct and powerful instrumentality in securing industrious and virtuous citi- 
zens. Each County is morally bound, therefore, in its aggregate capacity, to 
provide liberally for the support of public schools within its borders. 

The inability of many districts in each County to provide from their own 
resources the uecessary means for supporting efficient schools, renders it im- 
perative upon each County to proffer such assistance as, in connexion with the 
Provincial aid and their own efforts, shall mak.e it possible for these districts to 
furnish all with the means of at least the elements of a good education. 

A liberal amount being provided by each County to aid all its Boards of 
School Trustees to secure the services of te?>chers, thp assessment for this, one 
of the most important provisions for the general welfare, falls equitably upon 
the people of the whole County, ^nd brings the system of support to as equal 
a basis as is at present compatible with the diversiped needs apd dpsires of its 
individual districts. 

As the end attempted— the universal education of the people of each Connty 
— cannot be reached except by the establishment of schools io eich district, 
and as it is essential to the successful attainment of the main parf»ose that the 
energies of the people of each district be enlisted in its behalf, it is manifest 
that a liberal County assessment apportioned according to the local efforts of 
the people, as nnder the present law, presents the strongest inducement to 
every district to establish schools, and keep them permanently in operation, 
yhus the County Fund becomes tJie motive power of the whole school system, in 
organizing schools, in keeping them continuously in operation, and in securing 
the largest and most regular attendance of pupils. Thus local and public in- 
terests coalesce in bringing into play, and keeping in play, universally, a sys- 
tem of popular education. No educational agency more swift in operation, or 
^QX^ permanent in results, has come under my observation during thirteen 
yeg^rs^fpffffiate acquaintance with mCfins of public education. It is, however, 
absoiiiitely i?ejQ,es^^ryi ^^ o^'^er to render if efficient in placing education within 
%^ r^^c^ of 9-11^ ip f,e§SieffiBg us far as desirab?^ the amount of the district as- 
.sessrpe^tp^jjd tbifs oqualiziflg; l> fj measure, the anionnt of the school assess- 
ments^, in Gondj^cipg to ih^ jupiy^rsi^il prgapization and continuity of operation 
pf sph9,ol$: ifl ^tijpfll^ipg eyery district jl^9 ^^c»F^ the largest a3d most regular 
attendance of pupils ; that the ^paougt thjas xoi^i^A «J?pnld be ^[ liberal. The 
amount provided by the present law^ I regard as sufficie^jbjy liberal to sectire 
the best results. In Nov^ 39Pti^; 9- property rate equal to'V^teenty cents'' a 
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head of the population, constituted the County Fund as first tried, but ex- 
perience very soon demonstrated that the sum was too small. " Thirty cents" 
was substituted, and on that basis the fund has, by common consent, proved 
the most valuable feature of the school system of that Province. This is the 
same rate as is provided by our statute, and there is every reason for believing 
that it will be no less effective and satisfactory in New Brunswick than in Nova 
Scotia. ^ 

District Assessment. — The amount of money received by the teacher from 
the Province, and the amount received by the Trustees from the County, makes 
it possible for the various districts to secure the services of Third Class teach- 
ers with little or no addition from local sources, while it furnishes a permanent 
basis for the most extended operations which the liberality of the inhabitants 
of any district may devise. In order, therefore, that the funds provided by 
the Province and County may not destroy the very life and soul of a system of 
free education, but stimulate it into universal activity and growth, the people 
of each district must be empowered by law to raise by district assessment such 
supplemental sums of money as shall enable them to give adequate expression 
to their estimate of the importance and demands of education in their own 
locality. If the education of all the people is of such transcendant moment as 
to enlist the interest and direct contributions of the Government of the Prov- 
ince, and if the interests of each County in securing the same result, are of 
such increased importance as to demand that every ratepayer shall be subject 
to a direct County assessment for its support, surely the special interests and 
advantages appertaining to each district in the education of all its inhabitants, 
demand that every district be empowered to secure the direct contributions of 
its ratepayers in raising any additional sum that may be needed for its own 
school. By such a provision our present law completes its mode of support, — 
one that blends the interests of the District, of the County, and of the Province 
in the maintenance of schools, — a three-fold cord not easily broken. 

Some persons aflSrm that district assessment is unnecessary, and that the 
-whole sum needed to supplement the Provincial grant should be raised by a 
general rate over the whole County. They cannot have studied patiently and 
closely a mode of support adapted to an ever-expanding system of schools, in 
connexion with the condition and wants of this Province. Suppose the Legis- 
lature were to enact such a law, the amount raised would, at best, afford to in- 
dividual teachers but an average allotment ; it would be wholly inadequate to 
the purchase of lands, the erection of houses, the supply of furniture, apparatus 
and fuel, or even to the payment of such salaries as the noble sentiment which 
already prevails in many districts, at present mogt cheerfully provides. Such 
an enactment would, in our present condition, fall like frost upon the entire 
field of educational operations, shrivelling and blighting every germ of promise 
of a future harvest. Expansion would be almost impossible, since the mode of 
support would tend directly and'powerfully to prevent the growth of a liberal 
educatioDjal sentiment among individuals and communities, as well as to cramp 
the tangible expression of it where it already exists. It would strike away 
the only conditions on which it is possible for us to establish a really effective 
system of public education — the creating and expanding of a vigorous and 
enduring educational interest throughout the land, by the judicious application 
of such stimuli as shall call torth the highest effort of the people in connexion 
with their own district and their own school. It' would be not only unwise, it 
would l^e unjust for the Legislature, while devising measures for the establish- 
ment and prosperity of schools, to decree that those districts which are now 
able to command 8o.me of the best talent of the Province, by cheerfully offering 
salaries of $500, $600, and even $800, and $1,000, or more, shall be^ content 
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with such inferior teachers as the allotment of any possible County assessment 
would necessarily impose upon them. 

But, it may be said : Let the inhabitants of any district who have children 
to educate, increase by subscription or by assessment the allotment of the gen- 
eral fund. These propositions deserve a remark or two ; and (1) each of them 
necessitates a provision in the law by which a certain amount may be raised 
directly from the district, — the very provision fcTr which the large County assess- 
ment is proposed, by some, to obviate. (2) Each of them is at variance with 
the principle upon which a system of public instruction rests. Such a system 
presupposes that the education of all is a matter of public moment, and that 
therefore the right to assess any individual is not dependent upon his having 
children to educate. (3) As to subscription: The progress of education re- 
quires that the best men of each district be secured to manage the school. 
The fact that their services, consuming as they do much time, are gratuitous 
oflferings to the cause, demands that for every dutj imposed upon them bylaw, 
provision be made for a simple and direct discharge of that duty. If Trustees 
were to be dependeiTt upon the voluntary contributions of the district in meet- 
ing the necessary outlay for the school, it would be but a little while before 
every man of sound judgment and business talent would refuse to assume the 
intolerable burdens of the Trusteeship. (4) The direct tendency of each pro- 
position would be to prevent the organization of schools, by throwing upon a 
few zealous and liberal friends of education in each district, the entire cost of 
school-houses, lands, furniture, apparatus, fuel, and whatever salary might be 
needed beyond the general allotment to secure the services of the best teach- 
ers, — thus thwarting the design of the whole school system. 

In my judgment, the general Mode of Support cannot be improved. The 
adjustments of the present law, in. this respect, are admirably adapted to the 
end in view. In short, I know of no other country which has a Common School 
enactment of equal merit with that of this Province. 1 make no doubt in say- 
ing that expiBrimental enactments are not now our special need in behalf of 
Education ; but rather an earnest, patient, persistent effort to bring existing 
legislation into full play in every school district. It cannot be gainsaid that 
wherever the Common Schools Act has been allowed unobstructed operation, 
it has wrought the work for which it was designed, and wrought it well. If, 
therefore, there are any obstacles to its universal operation which ought to be 
removed, no time should be lost in removing them. There are two such obsta- 
cles known to me, — (1) inequality of rating under the general Assessment Act, 
and (2) the inability of many of the poorer districts to provide suitable school- 
houses. In respect of the first, while it does not pertain to my duties to deal 
with the provisions of the Assessments Act, I venture to call attention to the 
subject, in the hope that if there are good grounds for the complaints respect- 
ing unequal rating, remedial measures* may be devised. It is not the fault of 
the school law if such inequahty exists ; but the grievance operates as a hin- 
drance to the most successful working of the school system. 

In reference to the other obstacle — the inability of poor districts to provide 
school-houses — I desire to commend the case of such districts to the favorable 
consideration of the Legislature. The extra current support already provided 
by law, renders it no hardship for poor districts to sustain a school all the year ; 
but there are large numbers of them without school-houses. The statement on 
this point, made by Inspector Mitchell of Charlotte County, in his Report hereto 
annexed, is applicable to certain districts in every County. The following 
facts have been procured from the several Inspectors: — 
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•IWert County* — Whole number of districts, C8; whole miniber of school-houses, 
52 — 28 ^ood, 11 middling, 13 poor; number of districts without school-houses, 16. Num- 
ber of districts requiring aid towards houses, 20 — 10 having no house, and 10 having poor 
or unfinished houses. 

Carieton County. — lyholc number of districts, 134; whole number of houses, 96 
—71 good, 14 middling, 10 poor; number of districts without houses, 89. Number of 
districts needing aid towards houses, 49 — 39 having no house, and 10 having poor or un- 
finished liouses. 

Charlotte County • — Whole number of Districts, 113; whole niwnber of houses, 
91—30 good, 32 middling, 29 poor; number of districts without houses, 22. Number of 
districts needing aid towards houses, 18 — 15 having no house, and 3 having poor or un- 
finished houses. 

Gtaucester County. — Whole number of districts, 74; whole numberof houses, say 
25—12 good, 4 middling, 9 poor; number ot districts without houses, 12. Number of 
districts needing aid towards erection of houses, say 20. [French districts not ascer- 
tained.] 

Kent CoMinty. — Whole number of districts, 99; whole number of houses, 56 — 7 
good, 13 middling, 36 poor; number of districts without liouses, 43. Number of distiicts 
needing aid to%vards houses, 27 — 21 having no houses, and 6 having poor or unfinished 
houses. 

Hingis County. — Whole number of school districts, 169; whole number of houses, 
149 — 52 good, 51 middling, 46 poor; number of districts without houses, 20. Number 
of districts needing aid towards houses, 66 — 19 having no houses, and 47 having poor or 
unfinished houses. 

JfSaUavcasha County. — AVhole number of school districts, 54; whole number of 
houses, 13 — 1 good, 6 middling, 6 poor; number of districts without houses, 41. Number 
of districts needing aid towards houses, 23- -22 having no houses, and 1 liaving a poor 
house. 

J%*arthuntherland County. — Whole number of school districts, 100; whole num- 
ber of houses, 77 — 38 good, 14 middling, 25 poor; number of districts without bouseSy 
23. Number of districts needing aid towards houses, 40 — 19 having no house, and 21 
having poor or unfinished houses. 

QueetVs Coiffify.— Wliole number of districts, 110; whole number of houses, 84 
— 31 good, 31 middling, 22 poor; number of districts without houses, 26. Number of • 
districts needing aid towards houses, 29 — 12 having 410 house, and 17 having poor or un- 
finished houses. 

JRestigouche County. — Whole number of districts, 31 ; whole number of houses, 
25 — 11 good, 10 middling, 4 poor; number of districts^ without houses, 6. Number of 
districts needing aid towards* houses, 12 — 6 having no' house, and 6 having poor or un- 
finished houses. 

St* mfoUn County {ivithout the City and Portland), — ^Whole number of districts, 
55; whole number of houses, 42-^16 good, 13 middling, 13 poor; number of districts 
without houses, 20. Number of districts needing aid towards building, 29 — 20 having 
no houses, and 9 having poor or unfinished houses. 

SunJbury County. — Whole number of districts, 52; whole number of houses, 38— 
16 good, 19 middling, 3 poor; number of districts without houses, 14. Number of dis- 
tricts needing aid towards building, 13 — 10 having no house, and 3 having i^oor or un- 
finished houses. 

V^ictoria County. — Whole number of districts, 46 ; whole number of houses, 29 

11 good, 5 middling, 7 poor ; number of districts without houses, 23. Number of districts 
needing aid towards buildings, 16—10 having no house, and 6 having poor or unfinished 
houses. 

TWestmorland County. — Whole number of districts, 134; whole number of 
houses, 102—48 good, 19 middling, 35 poor; number of districts having no houses, 32 
(29 of these being French districts). Number of districts needing aid towards building, 
32 — 12 having no house (7 of these being French districts), and 20 having poor or un- 
finislied houses. 

l^arU County. — Whole number of districts, 153; whole number of houses, 120 — 44 
good, 49 middling, 27 poor ; number of districts without houses, 33. Number of districts 
needing aid towards building, 41—30 having no house, and 11 having poor or unfinished 
houses. 

JTii^e Province. — Whole number of school districts, 1392 ; whole number of school 
houses, 992 — 416 good, 291 middling, 285 poor; number of districts without houses, 370. 
Number of districts needing aid towards building, 436 — 265 having no houses, and 170 
having poor or unfinished houses. 
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Of course, some of these districts would require more aid than others, and 
it might be found in some districts that local resources were altogether ade- 
quate to meet the case. In every instance there should be corresponding 
local effort. I feel that the obligation rests upon the Legislature to remove 
this obstacle, to the operation of the law, in every place where it exists. 
The sum of $40,000, placed at the disposal of the Board of Education, could 
be so applied to this object, during the coming year, as to secure com- 
fortable School houses in every poor district in the Province. From $80,- 
000 to $100,000 worth of permanent School property would thus be at once 
created in the poor districts, and Schools made not only possible but alto- 
gether practicable to their residents. The amount of grant named seems 
large, but it appears to me that no object, at present, has paramount claims 
over this, on the public domain. 

It must not be expected that a system of free education can be universally 
established in New Brunswick in a day, while in every other country in 
which it exists, sharp struggles, grand sacrifices, and prolonged efforts have 
been required to secure its complete establishment. Bat there is every 
ground for saying that we are on the right road, and making good progress. 
The facts given in this Report demonstrate that the education of the Pro- 
vince has advanced during the past two years as never before. If the pre- 
sent system yields such results in spite of the obstacles inseparable from its 
introduction, what may reasonably be expected of it by and bye ! This, at 
least — that it will bring to all the people of New Brunswick educational ad- 
vantages inferior to those of no country on this continent. And we cannot 
afford* to take any lower position. In the words of His Excellency the Earl 
of Dufferin, in his address to the Board of School Trustees and the public of 
Saint John, — " Education is not o«ly the foundation of that material wealtl^ 
which is yearly being accumulated, and for whose acquisition this country 
affords such magnificent opportunities, but it is also the chief meany through 
which a nation engenders those virtues and qualities, and maintains that 
high tone of thought and feeling, which, far better than any material pros- 
perity or any accumulation of wealth, can guarantee the greatness and power 
of any community. But if these observations are true everywhere, they may 
be urged with tenfold force in Canada. For, gentlemen, we have the satis- 
faction of remembering that^ll these children whom we now see before us 
are the citizens of a Free State, that they breathe an atmosphere where none 
is permitted to assume superiority over another, unless that superiority is 
justified and can be maintained by the virtues and qualities in him who 
assertB it," 

I have the honour to be 

Your Honor's most obedient servant, 

THEODORE H. RAND. 

Education Office^ Fredericion. 
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1873 PROVINCIAL GBANTS — ^PUBLIO SCHOOLS. AST 

TaMe ^TIi:. 

SuMMABT 01* Fboyincial Gbants in aid of Public Schools for the Year ended 

30th AprU 1873. 



Public Schools — 

Common, ... "' ... ..• ... 

Superior, ... ..« ... 

Grammar, ••• ... ... ... 

Training and Model School, (per Table XIII.), 
Allowance to Teachers at Training and Model School, 
Postage, $487.11 ; Telegrams, $131.89, / ... 

Examinations— September, $33.00 ; March, $39.12, 

At Chatham, $47.24 ; St. John, $37.25, 
Special Examination at Dorchester, E. Y. Tait, 



, 975,958 62 




, 9,584 19 




. 8,928 96 






»89,471 77 




• ..• 


2,887 82 


1 •.• 


2,254 00 


» ... 


619 00 


»72 12 




84 49 




, 27 90 





184 51 



Printing— At Qdeen's Printing Office, ... ... $688 35 

• By J. & A . McMillan, &c. $197, $14.89, and $185.07, 397 96 



1,086 31 

Advertisements in Newspapers throughout the Province, ... ... 174 97 

Prof. Baillairge, Quebec, for Tableau of Solids, ... ... ... 50 00 

L. Prang & Co., Boston, (Nat. Science Diagrams), ... ... 7 19 

C. Copinger, Translator, French into English, &c., subsequent to 30th April, '72, 50 00 

Extra Clerk, service chiefly at " Terms," April and October, ... 686 65 

Amount paid F. A. Bernard, French Tutor, full claim, ... ... 200 00 

To Messrs. M^Eean & Fairweather, Architects, for sundry 
School-house Drawings, for various Districts, Specifications, 

&c., to 30th April 1873, ... ... ... $750 00 

St. John & Halifax Lithograph Company, for Lithographing 

School-house Plans, Designs, &c. ... ... ... 349 08 

J. B. Gregory, for binding and cutting Plans, ... ... 10 00 

% 1,109 08 

A. & W. MacKinlay, Halifax, for Teachers' Text-Books, 1869, ... 120 00 
To sundry County Inspectors, for extra travelling, chiefly in adjusting Dis- 
trict Boundaries and School-house sites, per Account in detail, ... 2,264 86 
Paid parties, outside of the Inspectors, for similar service, ... ... 107 90 

Paid claims of Inspectors, for Postages, Telegrams, &c., per Account, 177 63 

Edward O'Brien, services at Education Office, $40 ; Express charges, $10.10, 50 10 

Stationery, Binding, &o., $1 17.29 ; Library Bonus, per Table XV., $41.03, 158 32 

Salaries—"— * 

Chief Superintendent, T.H. Rand, ... ... ... 1,600 00 

Assbtant do. Qeorge Thompson, ... ... 1,000 00 

2,600 00 

14 County Inspectors, ... ... ... ... ... 4,000 00 

Travelling expenses of Chief Superintendent to April 30th, 1873, viz : — 

To October 1872, $105 ; and to date, $200, ... ... ... 305 00 

$108,554 01 
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PART III. 



APPENDICES. 
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APPENDIX A. 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OP THE PROVINCIAL TRAINING AND 

MODEL SCHOOL. 



Provincial Training School, 

JFredericionj October^ 1878, 
Sir,— 

From the tabular reports already submitted to yea, it will be seen that 
during the School year just closed 91 students have undergone a course of 
professional instruction ; that of this number 45 attended during the Sum- 
mer and 46 during the Winter Term ; and that the classification or profes- 
sional standing reached by the students was as follows: Winter Term — 
JSuperior, ; 6raorf, 9 ; Jleir, 27 ; not classed, 9 : Buraraer Term — Superior, ; 
Good, 7 ; Fair^ 29 ; not cla'^sed, 10. 

The genieral course of instruction, in addition to the subjects formerly 
reported, embraced a few others. Natural Philosophy aiid Trigonometry, 
though by no means extensively pursued, received attention by the more 
advanced students, and during the last term there was superadded instruc- 
tion in physical and vocal training to all the students. If the Institution 
were placed in a position by an increase in its teaching stafi*, to give instruc- 
tion in at least all the subjects required of First Class Teachers, its useful- 
ness would be greatly extended, and its inflnence on our Common Schools 
considerably increased. Until such instruction can be given at the Training 
School, it will be impossible for it to supplv the increasing demand that is 
now made upon it for teacfarers of good literary as well as professional 
standing. 

The professional work, which is the distinctive feature of* the Institution, 
maintains the same threefold arrangement as before, embracing instruction 
in the theory, and example and practice in the art, of School teaehing and 
management. Th€ aim was to give a theoretical acquaintance with mBthods 
and principles, and to afiurd snch practical familiarity with these. as could 
be gained by using the Model Schools attached to the Institution, and bjr 
special practice amongst the students themselves. This theoretical ii;stru<^ 
tion was conveyed in a series of lectures during the first hour of the morn- 
ing session for four days of the week. The students made rough notes of 
the lectures as they proceeded, and afterwards reproduced the substance of 
them in the form of written exercises. Model lessons were occasionally 
given in illustration of the principles, and the students required to describe 
either orally or in writing the methods employed. For purposes of illus- 
tration also the Model Schcols were visited by the students once a week. 
Here they observed and noted not only methods of teaching, but the general 
arrangements and work of the school. The interest manifested by the 
students in witnessing the operation of these schools was generally very 
groat, and seemed to deepen as thuir knowledge of method increased. If 
any appeared indifferent, it was invariably those whose capacity for teaching 
was painfully evident both iu their recitations and in their owu practice. 
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Two honrs a week were set apart for practice in tbe Model School. Oa 
these occasions eight students in all, four in each department, gave lessons 
in rotation to the difterent classes, while the other students were employed 
in taking notes upon the suicableness of the'maiier presented to the classes, 
-upon the methods employed, and upon the manner and language of the teacher. 
These notes were read by the students on their return to their own room, 
and were frequently the means of bringing up for discussion many points in 
practical teaching which might not otherwise have been specially noticed. 
vVith respect^o the lessons given, it should be observed that the students at 
their first efforts generally seemed to preserve a mere mechanical routine, 
but as they apprehended principles, they appeared to be able to vary their 
methods to varying .circumstances, and to throw their own individuality 
into their work. 

The time has certainly come when it is necessary to grade tbe students in 
their professional as well as in their general instruction. There are always 
some who attend two terms, and their number is continually increasing. 
The indications at present are that during tho approaching term thiire will 
i)e, including teachers who have formerly undergone training, an attendance 
of at least about twenty such persons. It cannot be supposed that they can 
derive from the Institution that benefit which the interests of education in 
this Province demands, and which they have a right to expect, if their at- 
tention is confined to such parts of professional knowledge as they may be 
said to have already fairly mastered. The course should be fuller, embrac- 
ing the more difficult portions of School management, and the whole subjoct 
treated mainly in its subjective aspect. Such an arrangement cannot be 
made with the limited assistance at command in the meantime. It is to be 
hoped that the Board of Education, in addition to the wise provision which 
they have already made to induce students to prolong their attendance, and 
teachers to take a further course, will place such a sum at the disposal 
of the Institution as shall enable it to procure the additional services of a 
thoroughly qualified teacher, and thus increase its efficiency and render it 
eminently useful to all classes. 

It gives me much pleasure to bear my very favourable testimony with 
respect to the deportment of the students. In no single instance, so far as I 
know, has their conduct, both in and out of school, been otherwise than 
correct and becoming. 

I cannot close this Report without expressing my deep obligations to 
yourself for the decidedly active interest you have at all times taken in all 
matters. relating to the Institution, and for your wise and judicious counsel, 
as well as for ycTur many valuable suggestions. 

^ I have the honor to be 



Tour obedient servant, 

WM. CEOOKET. 



T. H. Rand, Esquire, 

Chief l^perintenclent of Education. 
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APPENDIX B. 



REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF SCHOOLS. 



COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE. 



Sir,— 

I have the honor, as required by law, to snhmit my second annual Re- 
port of the state of educational attairs in Charlotte County'. A general 
review of the work of the past year, taken in connection with the reports 
already forwarded to the Education Office, by the different Boardaof Trus- 
tees, will give you some idea of the progress that has been made. 

Many facts combine to convince me that the cause of education has re- 
ceived a great impetus in this County under the operation of the new Law. 
People may shut their eyes to facts, and raise the cry that direct taxation 
for the support of Schools is ruinous to both town and country ; but I have 
yet to learn that any sensible man removed from a district simply because a 
good school was supported in it and paid for by the ratepayers ; but on the 
other hand, I could cite many instances of men selling th'jir farms and re- 
moving to other localities for the sole purpose of being within the reach of 
a good school. 

Local differences and disputes with regard to bounds of districts, selection 
of school sites, &c., have, in some cases, done much to hinder the successful 
working of the law. A little judicious management on the part of the school 
officers will soon remove these difficulties. It is also to be regretted that 
the Roman Catholic population in the Towns of Saint Stiephen and Milltown 
stand aloof and support separate schools. Li the country districts, I am 
happy to say, that Catholics gladly avail themselves of the advantages con- 
ferred by the law, and seem to have no fears of the tenets of their faith being 
interfered with by the teacher. 

School Buildings. — The most noticeable feature of improvement is in the 
School buildings throughout the County. I had great reason to deplore in 
my last annuafReport the dilapidated school houses which disgraced both 
town and country. It must be gratifying to the friends of education to 
know that in very many cases the stigma is removed. It is no small boast 
for Charlotte County to say that in the last eighteen months her people have 
expended nearly sixty thousand dollars in school buildings and furniture. — 
The shire town, Saint Andrews, has set a creditable example. Instead of 
school rooms in private houses, as on the occasion of my first visit, they 
have now a large central building, containing four school rooms, with ante- 
rooms, &c., which in external finish is an ornament to the town, and in in- 
ternal arrangement is all that could be desired. The old Grammar school 
building has also been thoroughly repaired, and suitable out-buildings erect- 
ed. Too much praise cannot be given to the energetic gentlemen who com- 
pose the Board of Trustees. Though beset with many diffieulties, they have 
*' faced the music" with a will, and now have the satisfaction of seeing their 
work nearly completed, and, what is still more gratifying to them, meeting 
with the ai)proval of their intelligent fellow townsmen. 
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Milltown has also iriado rapid strides. The old school buildings have all 
been thoroughly renovated, repaired and enlarged, to meet the requirements 
of the Regulations, and ample lots pureha&ed, so that the streets are no 
longer* the playgrounds. A large building, with two commodious school 
rooms, and ante-rooms, all completely finished and furnished, and a very 
neat primary school building, have also been erected. Old fashioned school 
furniture has been discarded, and every school room is now furnished with 
the single seat and desk. Milltown stands second to none in the Province 
in its school accommodation. The energy of the Trustees, backed up by an 
enlightened public sentiment, has done a work which large towns would do 
well to copy. In this place I cannot help referring to the heavy loss sus- 
tained by the promoters of Free Education throughout the whole Province, 
-but more particularly in Milltown, in the death of the Hon. William Todd, 
M. L. C, whcv through a long and busy life always felt a very active interest 
in the improvementof the young, and did much towards framing and guiding 
public sentiment in this matter in his native town. 

The T'rustees for the Town of Saint Stephen are carrying on the work so 
.well begun as menlioned in my former Keport. They have in course of 
erection at present a splendid two stories brick building, designed for ad- 
vanced departments and a high school. A full description will be given 
you in the Heport of the Board of Trustees, and I need not attempt it here. 
The Trustees have devoted their time and services unsparingly, working 
with the determination of making Saint Stephen " the banner town *' of the 
Province in new school buildings and in the efficiency of her schools. 

At North Head, Grand Manan; at Upper Mills, Saint Stephen ; and at 
Welchpool, Campo Bello, fine new buildings have been erected with two 
departments in each, well furnished and equipped, to supply the places of 
the old tumble-down tenements which have so long disgraced these districts 
without furnishing accommodation for one half of the schoolrgoing pupils. 

Want of space prevents my particularizing the many other districts in 
which new school buildings have b^n erected or are now in the course of 
erection, and existing ones repaired and enlarged. Intelligent farmers have 
said to me again and again — " Well, if the new School Law has done nothing 
else, it has g\^en us some good school houses which we never could get be- 
fore." Much has been done in the past two years ; much still remains to 
be done ; but if we can judge of the future by the past, many years will not 
elapse before the "old log school house" is a thing of history iu this 
Province. 

There are a few districts through the County where new houses are needed, 
but the people are too few in number and too poor to be? r the burden of 
erecting them. I trust the Legislature will devise means of aiding such 
districts; otherwise the children must suffer. 

iFuRNiTURB. — In all cases where new houses have been erected under the 
Law, seats and desks have been provided as required by Rv^gulation. In 
the majority of cases the patent seats and desk have been intmduced, and 
Trustees begin to recognize the fact that they are not only neater arud better, 
but also cheaper in the' long run. . 

Bdoks. — The authorized books are universally used. It is to be regretted 
however, that in some remote districts the pupils are not sufficiently sup- 
plied, owing to the apathy of the parents and the neglect of the teacher and 
Trustees. 

The supply 6f maps and black-boards is also very deficient in many schools, 
though much has beea <lone within th« p&$t year. I have nrg^d the matter 
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upon the Trustees, in many cases successfully, but it too often happens that 
the teacher does not know their value, and fails to urge the necessity of 
them upon the Trustees. An energetic teacher who knows how to use his 
tools can do very much by persistingly pointing out his wants to his em- 
ployers. I find that improved teachers generally bring improved apparatus. 

Teaqhbrs. — I regret that the supply of teachers is so limited. Several 
schools have been vacant from the want of efficient teachers. This has 
forced me, sorely against my will, to grant quite a number of local licenses, 
and still the supply is inadequate. I tind by reference to your Report, that 
teachers in this Uounty are better paid than in any other, with the exception 
of Saint John. This should operate as an inducement for good teachers to 
come to Charlotte, and have their labours duly appreciated. A re-examina- 
tion of many of the teachers licensed under the previous law, is needed. In 
too many cases persona holding first and second class licenses, and getting 
corresponding salaries, are doing their work in a tbird class manner. This 
evil must be remedied ; a license to teach should be some guarantee to the 
Trustees of the competency of the bearer. The Board of Trustees of Saint 
Stephen have very wisely made it a rule to employ no teacher who does not 
hold a first class license granted within the last three years, and by adhering 
to this, have secured a staff of. teachers second to none in the Province. 

It too often happens that local influences have much to do in the selection 
of teachers, or in their dismissal. Trustees should remember that they are 
the agents of the people, and should strive to work for the best interests of 
the district without regard to personal feelings or influences. The frequent 
change of teachers is another evil inheritance left to us. 

Trustees. — The selection of Trustees hjas been generally speaking good, 
but there are many cases in which the machinery of the law has fallen into 
the hands of its opponents, who, instead of seeking to give the law a fair 
trial, are ready to throw every obstacle in its way. It often happens also 
that the Trustee is a large ratepayer, without much or any personal interest 
in the school, but simply anxious to have the skirts of his conscience clean. 
In such cases a teacher is employed with an eye to economy and not to com- 
petency. These are fortunately exceptional cases, which time will cure. 

The position of Trustee is in many respects not an enviable one. Upon 
the Trustees falls all the blame of uneq.ual assessment, and in fact almost' 
every other hardship, real or imaginary, arising out of the new order of 
things. Heretofore direct taxes have been a mere bagatelle in country dis- 
tricts, and errors in assessment have passed unnoticed from year to year, 
but now that a heavy direct tax is imposed, ratepayers wake up to the fact 
that something is wrong somewhere, their tax is proportionally too high, 
and their neighbours too low. Without stopping^ to think who are the real 
parties in error, the blami? is thrown upon the devoted heads of the unfor- 
tunate Trustees, instead of upon tKe Assessors of Hates who are the real 
delinquents. ***** 

It is still a matter of regret that Trustees, in many cases, take so little 
interest in visiting the schools. Of course it is not to be expected that in all 
cases they should be capable of examining classes, but the mere fact of their 
visiting, and shewing that they take a lively interest in the school, is highly 
beneficial both to teacher and pupils. I always find a satisfactory school 
where the records shew a faithful- visitation on the part of the Trustees. 

Attendance. — ^Irregularity of attendance i« a great drawback in many of 
our schools. I think much might be done b^ teachers towurd^ remedying 
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this evil, by visiting the parents of the pnpils and nrgins^ npon them the 
importance of education and the necessity of sending their children regularly 
to school. 

We must wait patiently until our legislators can be convinced of the ne- 
cessity of a compulsory law before the evil will be fully removed. 

A full review of the work of the past two years convinces me that the 
present system is a great improvement upon the old, and that the masses of 
the people begin to see and recognize the fact. True, there are men who 
should be leaders of public sentiment, who are interposing their puny efforts 
to stop the progress of this great work — the education of the masses — but 
the history of other countries shews us what must be the inevitable result 
of the struggle. 

I regret very much that business engagements prevent my giving the time 
to the work that my feelings and my sense of duty prompt me to do. My 
field of labour is wide, the work is extensive, and the salary altogether in- 
adequate. I feel, however, that every man owes a duty to his country, and 
that in this great work it is the duty of every man to put his shoulder to the 
wheel, and do all in his power to further the good cause. There is much to 
discourage one in the work,, but there is also much to encourage. The Free 
School sentiment is growing daily in every section. The improvement 
upon the old order of things is becoming every day more apparent. 

Charlotte County will, when the time comes for her to speak out, endorse 
the principle that it is her duty to give every child within her limits a sound 
Common School education, without regard to the little -isms, -ists, creeds, 
dogmas afid doctrines which distract the children of larger growth in every 
land, and have heretofore set men of every class by the ears. 

I have, in conclusion, to extend my best thanks to my many friends 
through the County — Trustees, Teachers, and others, who by their aid, and 
sympathy, and encouragement, have lent me a helping hand in the work. 

I have the honor, &c. &c. 

Tour obedient servant, 

JAMES MITCHELL, 
Inspector for Charlotte Vounti/^ 

Tbbodobb H. Rand, Esquire, M. A. 

Chief SaperintendeBt of Education, &c. 



COUNTY OF KING'S. 



Sib,— 

I have the honor to submit to you the following Report of my work as 
School Inspector for King's County for the year ended October 81st, 1873. 

Although many changes were made in Districts of the County last year, 
yet it was found necessary to have many further changes during this year, 
several new ones having been created, so that at its termination there was a 
total of 165 Districts in the County, against 152 of the previous year ; 130 
of these are organized, and work satisfactorily ; 28 others, although organi-^ 
zed, for various reasoHS are not working well ; and the remaining 7 are 
altogether unorganised. It will no doubt be necessary to have a few further 
changes, but it is to be hoped that very few will suflBlce to get the machinery 
iato complete working orden 
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It is quite probable that the whole of those Districts that are organized 
satisfactorily will vote money at the next" annual meeting, with a portion of 
the others whose grievances will be removed. 

There has been considerable improvement in the houses and grounds du- 
ring the year ; there being about 48 houses now that might be called good, 
against 33 last year. 13 new houses have been built, and about 25 more are 
in course of erection, two of which, at Sussex Station and Havelock Corner, 
will be a great credit to the County. 

There is also some improvement in the furniture, but not so great as I 
would like to have seen. The books prescribed by the Board of Education 
are used in all or nearly all the schools, and seem to meet with general ap- 
probation, the only objection appareutly being the cost. There is still, 
hovvever, a great deficiency in mops and blackboards. 

Althqugh teachers are not so scarce as they were last year, yet still there 
is a great want. Trustees scarcely having any choice in the matter; and to 
fill vacancies I have found it necessary to issue quite a number of local 
licenses under Regulation 32. 

The increase in the number of teachers employed over last year, as you 
will observe by the particular Reports of Trustees, is about 50 per cent., 
there being now more teachers employed in King's County than ever were in 
any year before, even when the districts were smaller and more numerous. 

There are eight Superior Schools in the Couuty against seven last year, 
which have been reported upon separately. 

Four districts have graded their schools, and are working well, viz. at 
Sussex Station, Clifton, Kingston, and Korton Station. The school at 
Hampton Station has been discontinued as a graded school, and is now only 
a school of one department. 

There is still quite a strong feeling entertained against the Law by many 
parties, and this has unfortunately in many cases been fostered by injudi- 
cious Trustees, who have refused any. exemption from tax to parties over 
two miles from their schools. I have had to act on Section 49 of the amend- 
ments in several instances. 

The amendments to the law seem to meet with general favor, — the compul- 
sory clause has done a great deal of good by simply being on the statute book. 

In only one instance has an assessment been ordered on a district, under 
Sec. 40 of the amendments, although in several other instances it ought to 
have been, but Trustees declined to make the estimate required, and it was 
found impossible to get seven ratepayers to sign a requisition to appoint 
others. It thus appears that there is still an opening in some cases to avoid 
the tax, which perhaps ought to be closed. 

Notwithstanding the opposition to it in several instances, the law seems 
to be getting into quite general favour, or at least general acceptation, judg- 
ing from the people who are taking hold of it. 

There are many in the County who would no doubt like to see it repealed, 
but as they become satisfied that there is no hope for this, they are gradually 
falling into the work with the others. 

From every appearance now, I should judge that the annual meeting of 
1874 would be a success in every respect in this County. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

D. P. WETMORE, 

Inspector for King^s County, 
Theodore H. Rand, Esquire, M. A. 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 
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COUNTY OF RESTIGOUCHE. 



Sir,— 

I beg to lay before you my Report of the Schools in the County of Ees- 
tigouche for the year ending Slst October 1873. 

Thb Organization of Schools. 

Parish of Colbome. — This Parish almost universally advocated a system of 
Free Schools long before the present Law came into operation, and, conse- 
quently at once accepted it and availed itself of its excellent provisions. A 
school has been maintained in an efficient manner in each District during 
the past year, and been well attended. The more the people become ac- 
quainted with the working of the Law, the more acceptable still it is to them. 

Parish of JDalhousie. — There has been a school in full operation in each 
District in this extensive Parish during some part of the year, except one. 
This District, however, is making laudable exertions to erect a School house, 
and the Trustees expect that soon they will be able to engage a Teacher. 
Another District, instead of finding the Law to be oppressive, is confident 
of its ability to maintain two schools, and is adopting the prescribed steps to 
obtain a division of the District. The Law wslb generally accepted by this 
Parish when it came into operation, and is becoming more and more 
popular. 

Parish of Durham, — With the exception of two, all the Districts in this 
Parish have had a school fully organized. One of these two Districts is 
erecting a School house, according to the tasteful designs issued by the Board 
of Education, which will soon be finished. The Trustees have secured the 
services of a Teacher. The other District is unable to maintain a school, 
but will soon be united to an adjoining District, to which it is sufficiently 
near. Three Districts, during the first year of the operation of the Law, re- 
fused to come under it; but, during the last year have wisely adopted it, and 
already experienced its many privileges. 

Parish of Addington. — There is only one District in this Parish which has 
not had a school in operation during the year, merely on account of the want 
of a suitable building for a School house. Soon this evil will be remedied, 
and the children in the District will then enjoy the blessings of education, 
of which they have hitherto been deprived. 

Parish of Eldon. — There are only two Districts in this recently erected 
Parish. The Parish has not yet been fully organized, consequently the free- 
holders are not ratepayers. In these circumstances schools cannot be estab- 
lished according to Law. Our Representatives have kindly undertaken to 
remove this obstacle. As soon as they do so, a school will be established in 
each of the Districts. 

It will be seen from these statements that general harmony prevails in 
educational matters. I am confident that in a few months our County will 
maintain the honorable position of having a school in each District. 

Ereciion op School Houses. 

Since the Law came into operation there has been a very extensive move- 
ment in the erection of many School houses, and the improvement of others. 
There has been more done in this way, during such a brief period, to ad- 
vance the cause of education, than was done for twenty years previous. In 
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several places neat edifices have been erected on sites where frames had been 
raised and allowed to crumble to the ground. There are some Districts 
which still require more tasteful buildings, which, under the Law, will soon 
be erected. 

Scarcity op Teachers. 

When the School Law came into operation it threw open the doors of 
many of the schools which were shut against the youth of our country, and 
increased the number of Districts, so that I could not obtain the required 
number of trained Teachers, although I received several from other Coun- 
ties. So many demands were made on me for Teachers that I was necessi- 
tated to search the County for the most active and intelligent young people 
that I could find and press them into the service. I have already sent some 
of our young Teachers to the Training School, and will send others as soon 
as I can afford to spare them for a peason. My aim is to have all our schools 
occupied, as soon as possible, by regularly trained Teachers. 

Visitation op Schools. 

I have visited the schools as frequently as possible, and generally found 
the Teachers faithfully discharging their arduous duties. The pupils under 
their care have made considerable advancement in the different branches of 
education studied by them. 

Grammar School, Dalhousib. 

We have to lament the death of Mr. J. R. Miller, late Teacher of the 
Grammar School, Dalhousie, who was a distinguished educationist. Mr. 
Ross, his successor, is maintaining the school in a very eflicient manner. 

School Books. 

The prescribed books have received universal approyal. We have intro- 
duced Laurie's Composition into some of our schools. It will soon be a 
common book. I expect that, ere long, all our schools will be furnished 
with Nelson's magnificent Wall Maps. 

I am your obedient servant, 

THOMAS NICHOLSON", 

Inspector for JRestigouche. 

Theodore H. Kand, Esquire, M. A. 

Clief Superintendent of Education. 



COUNTY OF VICTORIA. 



Sir,— 

I beg to lay before you this annual Report upon the condition of Schools 
in the County of Victoria, for the year ended October 31st 1873. Nearly 
two years of trial having elapsed, we may conclude that a great number of 
the obstacles which the Common School Law had to combat at its outset 
have disappeared, and that the Trustees, possessing a better knowledge of 
their duties, many of the imperfections which certainly retarded the pro- 
gress of the Law during the first months, no longer exist. It is, therefore, 
reasonable to expect a more satisfactory report than that of the preo^din^ 
year. If I may not demonstrate wonderful progress, and thQ gehool La^ ia 
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very high favour in the County, I may, at least, say that .the number of 
schools has considerably increased during the school year just ended; that 
in every one of them the attendance was unusually large and regular; and 
that in those localities where the Law is carried out, public opinion is fully 
satisfied. Here the future appears under a very promising aspect. It is 
true there exist a few exceptions ; some there are narrow minded enough, 
whose sole and chief objection to the Law is the compulsory assessment, but, 
fortunately, the number is limited. 

In 1871, 95 Districts were established by the Board of Education in the 
County of Victoria. As it appears by my last report, 14 of these had schools 
(17 departments). This numbei' has been increased during the past year, 
24 Districts having had schools (26 departments). 

As every Board ot Trustees has transmitted to you minute and detailed 
accounts of the state of their respective Districts, I shall, in this report, con- 
fine myself to a general point of view, stating those Districts that have not 
availed themselves of the Law, and the reason of their not doing so. 

Parish qf Andover^ 7 Districts, — ^Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5 and 7, have had schools 
during the last year, all of which have been very satisfactory, especially No. 
2, under the care of Miss Gary Hammond, and also the Superior School of 
Tobique Village, No. 3. This school comprises two departments. Mr. 
Baird still has charge of the advanced department, and Mrs. Jacobs of the 
elementary. Both these teachers are highly capable, and their respective 
departments are in a truly satisfactory state. The Trustees of No. 4 were 
obliged to discontinue their school on account of the departure of the teacher, 
but it will be reopened at the beginning of the present Term, and placed 
under the care of a male Teacher. 

No. 6 never had a school, but will ppen one as soon as the people and 
Trustees can agree on the selection of a school site. 

Parish of Perthy 10 Districts, -^Nos. 1, 2, 7 and 9, had schools in operation. 
Nos. 3, 5, 6 and 8, never had any. Nos. Sand 6 organized at the last annual 
meeting and will probably open schools during the present year. I fear that 
some years will elapse before schools will be established in Nos. 3 and 8, 
there being no settled population in these Districts. Early in the Spring a 
large party of Scotch emigrants settled in the lower part of the Parish. I 
was called during the summer to establish School Districts, and found the 
people all very anxious to avail themselves of the advantages of the Law. I 
accordingly divided the Colony into two Districts, called Kintore and Kin- 
cardine. As there were no ratepayers, a Committee of three, as recom- 
mended by the Honorable Board of Education, was appointed to transact all 
school business, and during the month of October a school was opened in 
Kintore, No. 9, confided to Mr. Douglas Lawson, one of the emigrants. 
Owing to the want of a proper house, Kincardine could not open a school 
at the time, but it will certainly do so at the beginning of this Term. 

Parish of Gordon^ 6 Districts. — During the last year there were schools in 
Nos. 1, 2, and 8. The Superior School of Arthurette, No. 1, is still impro- 
ving rapidly under the supervision of Mr. Couillard. There are no schools 
in Nos. 4, 5, 6, but the Trustees of Nos. 5 and 6 intend to establish schools 
in the course of the present year. There are no residents in District No. 4. 

Parish of Lome, 6 Districts. — Three schools are in operation, Nos. 1, 2, and 
4. All are in a progressing condition, especially Two Brooks. This Dis- 
trict is largely indebted to Mr. Richard A hern, a first class Teacher, for the 
excellent management of the school and wonderful advancement of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1873 VICTORIA COUNTY. 13 



pupils. UDfortuniitely for District No. 1, the School house, hardly finished 
and costing much, (if we consider the means of the people), was maliciously 
burnt during the middle of October. All efforts to discover the perpetrator 
of the deed have been unsuccessful, but he will, doubtless, sooner or later 
receive the punishment he so richly deserves. Difficulties of every kind 
have been blended in this District for some time past. The School house 
being destroyed, I thought proper to divide the District. No doubt this 
division, if accepted, will remove all evils. Nos. 3 and 5 are so sparsely set- 
tled that I am afraid some jears will elapse before schools can be opened. 

Parish of Grand Falls, 10 Districts, — Nos. 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8, had schools du- 
ring the last year. No. 1 discontinued its school during the expired Term, 
on account of the dismissal of the Teacher, but a very good school will be 
opened this Term. 

In 1872 the Trustees of the Grammar School having, with the approval of 
the Board of Education, united with the Trustees of District No. 7, there 
was a graded school with three departments. Mr. Fenwick had charge of 
the High School department, Mr. Coldwell of the Advanced, and Miss Ham- 
mond of the Elementary. During the past year Mr. Fenwick kept the 
Grammar department, and Miss Hammond the Elementary, and I cannot 
refrain from mentioning the rapid advancement of the pupils of both these 
departments. 

It has been very unfortunate for the District that the Trustees could not 
open the advanced department during the last fourteen months. This draw- 
back was very prejudicial, and has certainly retarded the progress of the 
pupils preparing for the higher class. I hope that the Trustees, aware of 
the responsibilities of their olBce, will endeavor to secure the services of 
another teacher and open this department, so greatly needed. The majority 
of the ratepayers of the Districts Nos. 4, 5, 6, 9, and 10, being Catholics, 
have from the beginning been opposed to the School Law. 

Parish of Drummond, 5 Districts, — This Parish being formed since the Law 
came into operation, is composed of Districts formerly included in the Parish 
of Grand Palls. I shall, in this Report, retain the names and numbers as on 
the boundary sheet, but in order to avoid confusion in future, I think a 
change advisable. 

During the last year Nos. 11 and 14 had schools in a very promising con- 
dition. Nos. 12, 13 and 14 organized at the annual meeting, but no further 
steps were taken. A new District was formed in this Parish, comprising 
the Danish settlement. A school will be established in the course of this 
Term. On account of the difficulties of procuring an English Teacher ac- 
quainted with the Danish language, I thought proper to grant a third class 
license to Mrs. Ooradina Peterson, an emigrant lady who, in Denmark, 
learned the English language as an accomplishment. I do not doubt that 
under the care of this lady the school will prove very efficient. 

Parish of Si. Leonards, 17 Districts, — No. 8 has an excellent school. All 
the other Districts, being composed of Catholics, are opposed to the Law, 
and the same may be said of the three other French Parishes, where there 
are but few private schools. I may not say when the School Law will be 
accepted ; people in this part of the County are waiting for the decision of 
the Privy Council. 

School Houses, — We may not. boast as yet of the appearance of our 
School houses, but it is clear that much has been done these two years past. 
In many localities the Trustees have adorned their Di^t^cts with first class 
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buildings, provided with neat sets of furniture, and possessing all desirable 
accommodations, — as Districts Nos. 1, 4, and 5, Andovei: ; No. 2, Gordon ; 
No.' 1, Perth; No. 14, Drummond; but much still remains to be done. 
Many Districts have miserable houses, of shabby appearance, where, in most 
cases, the pupils are crowded, and ventilation the last thing thought of in 
their construction. In many of these the furniture corresponds with the ex- 
ternal appearance. Outhouses are exceptions, and the high road often the 
only play ground, except in Districts where they began anew. In these 
cases, from one fourth to one half acre of land was secured for the purpose. 

Apparatus. — ^Very few, indeed, seem to understand its value. They think 
that all is done when a map of the world and black-board have been pro- 
cured, and it will be some time before we shall be able to carry out fully the 
Eegulations of the Board in this matter. 

As after the Ist of January next the division of the County takes effect, 
and another gentleman will probably be appointed Inspector for Victoria, 
before closing I beg to offer my sincere acknowledgments to all those who 
have aided me in my work by their advice and influence. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 



Theodore H. Rand, Esquire, M. A. 
Chief Superintendent of Education. 



F. X. BERNIER, 

Inspector for Victoria County. 



COUNTY OF ALBERT. 



Sir,— 

I beg to submit the following Report of educational matters in Albert 
County, for the year ending Slst October 1873. 

Districts. — At the introduction of the Act there were sixty districts in 
this County ; in the revisions which 1 have recommended, seven new dis- 
tricts have been formed, making a total of sixty seven, exclusive of border 
districts, in which the School houses are located in the adjoining Counties. 
With one or two exceptions, every grievance as to districts has been adjusted ; 
but so far as I can perceive, few of these adjustments have been for the 
general advantage. True the grievance is removed, but I consider it vastly 
better to send two miles, or even more, to a good school, than a less dis- 
tance to a poor one. In these little districts a school will be open for a few 
months in the year onlj^ thus preferring little schools, which are generally 
of little yaluCy Fifty two districts have had schools open under the law; 
six additional voted money ; but differences arising in these cases as to the 
School sites, checked all further efforts in providing the School houses. In 
the remaining nine districts there never was a school, and consequently will 
require some time to get them into working order. The difficulty in pro- 
viding School houses, in poor and thinly populated districts, is the only 
obstacle I know of, to the working of the law in all the districts. 

Trustees. — In nearly all the districts Trustees have either been elected, or 
appointed by mQ under Sec. 37. At the time of their election or appoint- 
ment, they were. generally considered to be the most intelligent and influ- 
ential m.eu ia the diatriot ; but whether they will retain their popularity 
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while in office is a question. With few exceptions, however, they have en- 
deavoured to make the law a success, although in a few cases I believe they 
did everything they could to make it unpopular. A few of this class still 
retain office, and were it not for their obstacles, more School houses would 
be in course of construction. 

At the first annual meeting too large a sum was voted in many of the dis- 
tricts, and the collection of the tax made hard feelings against the Trustees. 
This year it is just the reverse, the tax being comparatively small, from a 
surplus on hand at last annual meeting. During this year (so far as I am 
aware) no real objection has been made against the collection of the tax, and 
I apprehend no resista^ice will be ofl:ered in the future. 

School Houses and Furniture. — When the present School Law came 
into operation, the School houses in this County were generally very infe- 
rior. On my first tour I was surprised to find that the most dilapidated 
building in.the district was the School house. The furniture, as a general 
rule, corresponded with the external appearance, and afforded prima facie 
evidence tlmt a change of some kind was needed. In this respect it is pleas- 
ing to notice the efl:ect of our present excellent School Law. Since the 
introduction of the Act twenty two new School houses have been erected, 
a number of which have been occupied during the Summer Term, and, with 
two or three exceptions, the others will be ready for occupation at the com- 
mencement of the Winter Term ; a number of the old ones have been 
thoroughly repaired, and in almost every district where a school has been 
in operation, the improvement in the School house and furniture is apparent. 
In both old and new houses desks and seats, as prescribed by Regulations, 
are supplied, a number of both being well furnished, and the balance fairly 
so. When those under contract are all completed, there will be in the 
County 52 School houses, 6 of which will be first class, 20 good, 12 mid- 
dling, and 14 rather inferior. 

Grounds. — ^Not much improvement has taken place with respect to school 
grounds. In the districts where new School houses have been constructed, 
suitable lots have been purchased, and in two or three cases old houses have 
been moved to grounds procured by the districts. Beaver Brook, Dis- 
trict ]So. 5, Harvey, and Riverside, District No. 1, Hopewell, are the only 
districts where the grounds are inclosed, and outhouses provided in accord- 
ance with Regulations. Lest I should give undue preference to these two 
districts, I beg to remark that their grounds were more easily arranged than 
most of the other districts. In district No. 5, Alma, outhouses are provided, 
but the School house being located previous to the Act, it is almost impos- 
sible to procure suitable play grounds. Could these be obtained, this dis- 
trict would be fully up to the mark in every requirement. One or two dis- 
tricts in Hillsborough, when their arrangements are completed, will probably 
outstrip any of those referred to. I have no doubt that in all the districts 
in the County, as new School houses are erected, ample grounds will be pro- 
vided ; but the expenses incurred in building and furnishing, and the scarcity 
ot labour, stand much in the way of improvement. I must here give my 
testimony to the fact, that the people of Albert act nobly in support of the 
law ; and although much is yet to be done, a great deal has already been 
accomplished. 

Apparatus, Text-Books. — In many districts the Trustees are making 
laudible efforts to meet the requirements of the law. I have no doubt maps 
have been more than trebled in number under the Act, black board surface 
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has much increased in nearly all the schools, while quite a number of the 
Trustees have followed the suggestions of the Board, by extending the 
black board surface entirely around the walls of the school and class-room. 

Very few globes are to be found in our schools ; the only addition during 
the year which I know of is one recently purchased by the residents of River- 
side, at a cost of twenty dollars. The necessary funds in this case was raised 
by donations, together with an amount sufficient to purchase a forty dollars 
District Library, and a clock costing ten dollars. Some 15 or 20 districts I 
believe have procured District Libraries in this way. The text-books pre- 
scribed by the Board of Education have been introduced into all the schools, 
and are deservedly popular with the teachers. 

Teachers. — There were in the winter term 40 schools in operation, taught 
by 43 teachers. Of these 22 were male, and 18 female teachers. 

In the summer term the numbers were as follows : — 47 schools, with 22 
male and 25 female teachers. 

The supply of teachers in this County being limited, and not nearly equal 
to the demand, I have been obliged to grant several local licehses, under 
Kegulation 32. We have a number of excellent teachers in the County, 
both male and female, who are working with great skill and enthusiasm, 
and who are apparently alive to the responsibilities devolving upon them, 
and under the advantages they enjoy in being more promptly and better 
paid, it is reasonable to suppose that there will be a corresponding efficiency 
in their labours. Of a number it may be said that they are very deficient 
in every requisite, as to the instruction of youth ; but some time must elapse 
before we can dispense with their services. 

Condition op the Schools. — I have visited and examined more or less 
thoroughly the legally authorized Schools once in each Term duriftg the 
year, with but few exceptions. In some instances the school houses were 
undergoing repairs, in others the schools were in vacation. During the Sum- 
mer Term it is impossible to tell at what time the greatest number of schools 
will be in operation, vacation being at such time or times as the several 
Boards of Trustees may decide. Of the schools visited, one half the num- 
ber were well and efficiently taught, 10 of these being conducted in a supe- 
rior manner, exclusive of thoae districts competing for the superior grant. 
Some allowance must be made for several schools less efficiently taught, the 
attendance being more irregular in thinly populated districts. I have no 
doubt that an additional clause to the Act, compelling every child between 
the ages of 7 and 14 years to attend a certain number of days in the school 
year, would give general satisfaction ; and especially so to the heavy tax- 
payers. True, the attendance has largely increased, but is by no means equal 
to the number of school-going children in the districts. Notwithstanding 
liany drawbacks quite an improvement has been made, and the progress of 
the pupils is generally satisfactory. 

Unorganized Districts. — From the foregoing it will be seen that 15 Dis- 
tricts are yet unorganized in this County, or rather 15 in which no school 
has been in operation under the law. During the summer of 1874 I antici- 
pate that six or eight of these will be in working order. There is no oppo- 
sition to the law, so far as 1 am aware, and could a room or house be pro- 
cured, my opinion is that a school would be in operation in every District 
in the County. The only serious drawback to the successful operation of 
the law, is the providing school accommodation in the poorer districts, and 
some small differences as to school sites in the others. 
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Prospects ot Annual Meetino. — I presume no opposition whatever will 
be oftered at next annual meeting. It is possible that in some districts dif- 
ferences may arise; but should such circumstances occur, they will not be 
from opposition to the law. 

In concluding this Report, I feel tempted to say that the best provision of 
the School Act is th^ special aid given to poor districts. No poor district 
need be without a school, if the people had one energetic man to urge the 
importance of providing a sctiool house. I have time and again referred 
them to this fact, that the current expenses would not exceed the poll tax. 
I trust that before the close of another school year many of these districts 
will see the propriety of availing themselves of this inestimable boon. 
I remain, Sir, respectfully yours, 

JAMES CARNWATH, 
Inspector for Albert County. 

Theodore H. "Rand, Esqaire, M. A., 

Chief Soperlntendent of Education. 



COUNTY OF YORK. 



Sir,— 

- The School Law of this Province, introduced less than two years ago, 
so far as this County is concerned, is working well. It is true that there 
has not been a School established in every School District, and prohably it 
will be some time before that point can be reached ; still, we are constantly 
approximating it. Districts in which there never were schools before, are 
now in the enjoj-ment of them, and reaping their advantages. Each year 
the number of such schools will be increased. York County contains lt53 
School Districts, in which are 122 school houses, classed thus: — Good, 63; 
fair, 32 ; inferior, 18 ; very inferior, 9. During some part of the year there 
were 100 schools in the County, employing nearly as many difterent teach- 
ers; in' addition to these there were 25 teachers employed in the City of 
Fredericton, — in all 125. For the last Term, 91 schools were in operation, 
in which 94 teachers were engaged, three being assistants, with 25. in Fre- 
dericton, — making in all for the Term, 119. 

In this connection it may be added, that 26 school houses were erected 
during the year, mostly of a superior style and well finished. In many of 
them new and improved furniture has been introduced. The new series of 
school books is now, also, in very general use ; most of the books are highly 
approved, more especially the Readers, which are having a visible eftect, for 
the better, upon the style of reading in the schools. 

In order that you may understand the condition of school matters in this 
County more clearly, I shall, as briefly as possible, detail the working of the 
Law in each Parish. 

Bright. — In this Parish there are 12 School Districts, with 10 school 
houses and 8 schools, taught, during the summer term, by 3 male and 5 fe- 
male teachers. One of these, in Dietrict No. 3, *' Central Keswick,** is a 
Superior ISchool, taught by C. B. Wathen. Very fair work is done by this 
school, and favourable results must follow. So far as an bpfnion can be 
fpraied, but little objection is now taken to the present School Law by the 
people of this Pi^ri^l?., the ratepayers generally believing in free schtools. . 
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Cant.erburt. — This is the largest Parish in the County, containing 24 
School Districts, having 17 School houses, and 10 schools during the last 
Term, taught by 6 male and 6 female teachers, one of the latter being an 
assistant in the graded and Superior school in District No. 8, Canterbury 
Station, the principal of which is W. W. B. Anderson. This school has not 
been so largely and regularly attended as during last year, from different 
causes, chiefly, however, from the want of the proper appreciation of the 
teacher's labours. It will continue, in all probability, a Superior School. A 
room for the primary department, with comfortable out-buildings, has been 
provided, the Trustees sparing no pains to make the teachers comfortable ; 
but, one thing is much needed in the district, to save the school from dis- 
turbance and the house from injury, the erection of a Public Hall, in which 
to hold Parish and other meetings. 

It has heretofore been found difficult to engage teachers to go to the west- 
ern part of this Parish, the locality being somewhat remote, which accounts 
for so few schools in that section. A fine Hall has been purchased and fitted 
up, in excellent taste, in District No. 4, " Eel Kiver," costing the district 
$1000 or upwards. In Districts Nos. 2 and 3 also, excellent School houses 
have been provided. On the whdle, the future prospect of the Parish is 
quite encouraging. 

Douglas. — Like Canterbury, Douglas is among the largest Parishes in 
the County, containing 18 School Districts, with 15 School houses. It had 
during the last Terra 12 schools in operation, taught by 6 male and 7 female 
teachers. In District No. 1, "Thompson,** a Superior School is taught by 
George D. Carter. Few teachers labor m(»re faithfully than he, or with bet- 
ter results. The school is large and the work is done without an assistant. 
As a whole, Douglas is not so fully alive to the cause of education as is de- 
sirable, the people being somewhat divided on the advantages of the present 
School Law. Several School houses have, however, been erected during 
the year, which are a credit to the localities, and the probability now is that 
another year will show better results. 

Dumfries. — This is one of the small Parishes, having but 8 School Dis- 
tricts, with six School houses and six schools, daring the last Term. lu 
this Parish, as a rule, the people are quite alive to the importance of educa- 
tion and the benefit of free schools, hence the work is progressing quite 
satisfactorily. 

Fredericton. — In this Parish there is a complete system of Free Graded 
Schools. The Parish is divided into four sections for purposes of Elemen- 
tary and Advanced Schools, while a central High School is provided for the 
entire Parish. A new and commodious school house has been built during 
the year for the departments near Morrison's Mills. The Park Barracks 
building is comfortable and roomy, and rather well adapted for school pur- 
poses. The Orange Hall building is defective not only in respect of play 
grounds, but also in the arrangement of its rooms. The partitions being 
incomplete, the noise is often very annoying and distracting. A little extra 
expense at the proper time would have chiefly removed" this Fatter defect. 
The schools in these buildings are divided into several departriients, the 
teacher of the highest department in each having the oversight of the lower 
departments, — a system found to work well. The people of the City must 
already be convinced of the advantages arising from this division of labour. 
The High School Departments, taught in the Collegiate school rooms, are 
presided over by four competent and efficient teachers ; and instruction in 
all the branched preparatory to a College course, is provided iree to alL 
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The Free School system is now running smoothly and snceessfully in 
Fredericton. It was found necessary, however, to make some reduction in 
the extent of accommodation in the central part of the District, owing to 
the refusal, with some few exceptions, of the Roman Catholic parents living 
in this part to send their children to the schools. 

Manners Sutton. — The Law in this Parish is now favourably received, 
and much good work has been done within the last twehe months in erect- 
ing School houses and repairing old ones ; yet, in no Parish have we so great 
a diversity of feeling and action as in this. In some districts work is going 
on favourably, while in others there is positively nothing being done. Even 
the district at ** Harvey Station," No. 2, where oiice was taught a Superior 
School, nothing is doing, the school being closed during the last term. Local 
difiS^culties, some of them anterior to the present School Law, are thought 
to be the chief cause. In the Parish there are 11 School Districts, with 10 
School houses and 7 schools. 

New Maryland. — This Parish must be classed among the smallest in the 
County, having only five School Districts and two School houses, with two 
schools in session during the last Term ; provision is being made to open 
two other schools, and the houses are now well under way. 

Prince William. — At first a good deal of opposition to the present School ' 
Law manifested itself among the people of this Parish, probably more than 
in any other Parish in the County. In the 10 School Districts of the Parish 
there are 8 school houses, and there were in session during the last Term 7 
schools, all of which were taught by female teachers. The probability now 
is that matters will improve, and ti more favourable report be made in the 
future. 

QuEENSBURY. — Probably this Parish has profited more by the Free School 
Act than any other in York. Since the Law came in force, more than half 
the districts have erected new School houses, which are well built and roomy. 
The Parish has 11 School Districts, with 10 School houses, and there was in 
session during the past Terra a school in each, 4 male andt) female teachers. 
Queensbury has reason to be proud of its present position in school matters. 
Never before did it present such a respectable list of schools. Whatever 
may have been thought of the new School J^aw heretofore, the people of this 
Parish must now feel it is just what was required for them. 

Stanley. — This Parish is divided into 13 Districts for school purposes (one 
being a border district), having 8 school houses and 6 schools in session. 
The school in Stanley Village is graded, so far as it can well be, and has 
two teachers; the Principal," Charles A. Mills, deserves spe^cial mention, as 
we have but iew teachers in this County who have done better service than 
he. For years he, alone, has taught the school of this district, when it often 
averaged over sixty pupils; neither were his labours in vain, for several of 
his pupils are now engaged as teachers in different parts of the country. 
"With the exception of this school and a few others, the Parish is not doing 
much. No less than five districts are without any suitable rooms in which 
to teach a school. 

Southampton. — In this Parish less has been done, in proportion to its po- 
pulation, than in any other in the County. In the 16 School Districts there 
are 11 School houses and 5 schools ; local disagreements, arising from oppo- 
sition to the Law, have eaused a delay in the introduction of free schools 
among the people. But, prospects are rapidly improving^^ the friejx^s of the 
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Law are now taking hold in good earnest and are making arrangements for 
a far greater number of schools, so that during 1874 a much more satisfac- 
tory state of things, no doubt, will he reported. 

St. Maby*s. — This Parish has 16 School Districts and 14 School houses, 
with 11 schools, taught by 6 male and 6 female teachers. One, that at 
Marysville, is Superior and graded, taught by a male principal and a female 
teacher. This school having flagged somewhat during the year, a. change 
of teachers was thought by the Trustees advisable, and arrangements have 
been made to place the school under the management of another teacher. 
A very flue School house is in course of erection in the village opposite 
Fredericton, in this Parish. It is large, and, when finished, will not only 
be a great accommodation to the district, but an ornament to the place. In 
some localities local feuds have led to divisions of the districts, but, in most 
case^, such divisions do harm to thn cause rather than benefit it. Taking 
this Parish as a whole, the cause of education is progressing, and the pros- 
pect for the next year is very good. Of the 14 School houses 9 may be 
classed good. 

Having every confidence that the present School Law will commend itself 
to every person of unbiassed, intelligent and candid mind, I can entertain 
no doubt about its ultimate success. 

Yours most respectfully, 

E. C. FREEZE, 

Inspector for York Count]/. 

Theodobe H. Rakd, Esquire, M. A. 

Chief SnperintendeBt of Education, &c. 



COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND. 



Sir,— 

In addition to Tabular Reports already furnished to the Department, I 
beg to submit some further particulars, chiefly in reference to those Dis- 
tricts that have accepted the Law, respecting the state of education in this 
part oi the Province during the past year. 

Much of the opposition to the Act, manifested in some Districts, was on 
account of the unsatisfactory manner in which many of these Districts were 
laid off. In others the progress of education and the efficient working of 
the Law were greatly hindered by difficulties in reference to School sites. 
School houses, &c. 

During the year it was found necessary to reconstruct, to a greater or less 
extent, twenty four of the Districts as originally described. The changes 
made have produced general satisfaction to those interested. 

With reference to the second class of difficulties, except in two cases, I ana 
happy to report them tolerably well settled. ^ 

This County now contains 101 School Districts; of these 68 have declared 
in favour of the Law during the past year. 

In 1672, 44 Districts accepted the Act, 4 of which declared in the negative 
last January, so that 28 n^^ Districts have fallen into line during the past year. 

In the first Term of the past year 60 schools were at work and 63 Teachers 
employed. During the'second Term 61 schools were in operation and 61 
Teachers employed. Of these, 65 schools were open the whole year. 

The total number registered attendance during the Winter Term was 
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2,258, and during the Summer Term the registered attendance was 2,438, 
and for the wh(»le year the number of children that received instruction in 
schools under the Act was 2,630. 

One fact worthy of more than a passing notice is, that in no previous year 
were there so many schools in operation, and so many children receiving 
instruction in our public schools in the country disiricis of this County, as 
during the year just closed. 

Twenty one new School houses have been built in our country districts 
under the Act ; five more are in course of erection ; several are in course of 
preparation, and sixteen old ones have been repaired to a greater or less extent. 

The Parish of Northesk seems to have taken the lead in educational pro- 
gress under the Act, having built seven new School houses; fourteen 
Districts have schools in operation, with a registered attendani'.e of 440 pupils. 

The School houses in this County are fast becoming neat and comfortable, 
and a great improvement on the miserable hovels that formerly existed. 

There were thirteen Districts under the Act that had no schools in opera- 
tion during the Summer Term. Seven of these had no School house, three 
could not obtain suitable teachers, and three had no satisfactory reason. 

A great drawback is experienced in this County on account of the scarcity 
of teachers, particularly females of the first and second class, the demand 
being gfeater than the supply. Permissive licenses were granted to 4iiue 
teachers during the year to supply vacancies. 

Teachers throughout this County seem alive to their work. \ The schools 
generally bear evident marks of great efficiency and progress. The Law 
and liegulations are strictlj'^ complied with; the authorized bool^s almost 
universally adopted and well received ; and the School Registers are neatly 
and properly kept. 

The Trustees generally have manifested a commendable zeal, sparing nei- 
ther pains nor expense to make these schools a success, and «dd in every 
possible way to the comfort and convenience of both teacher and pupils. 
There are a few exceptions to this rule, where Trustees exhibit a flepiorable 
iudifterence. 

There is a growing sentiment in favor of the Act in this County. The 
better the Law is understood and the fairer the trial given it, the more satis- 
fied the people become that it is well and wisely calculated to meet the wants 
of the countr}'. 

In conclusion, I most heartily thank Trastees and others with whom I 
came in contact in the discharge of the duties of my office, for the assistance 
afforded me, and for the great kindness 1 have everywhere received. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES 8. RAMSAY, 
Inspector for Northumberland County. 
Theodorb n. Hand, Esquire, M. A. 
Chief Superintendent of Kducation. 



COUNTY OF CARLETON. 



Sir,— 

I beg to submit the following brief Report, in general terras, of the pro- 
gress in this County of the present educational system for the school year 
ending October 31st, 1873. 

In respect of Teachers, there is a decided improvement. This, in a cer- 
tain degree, I attribute to the stimulating ioftuenc^ the preseut sMtepi Has 
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in its financial arrangements. There has also been a marked improvement 
in the deportment and progress of the pupils. They being guided and 
governed by the law of love, perform their part with alacrity and delight, 
not often perceptible in days of yore, when the birch, blackthorn, and cat 
were the governing powers, by the *' sublime influence" of which the teacher 
in most cases enforced his precepts. 

The difliculties experienced in obtaining the services of trained teachers 
have retarded the complete acceptance of the Law, or rather the benefits to 
be derived from it. The Trustees in many Districts have had to persuade 
pupils from our Superior Schools, and secure their services for a term or 
two as teachers under a local license. * * * it speaks well for our Su- 
perior Schools that quite a number of pupils have been found sufficiently 
qualified not only to pass a creditable examination, but to organize, govern, 
and teach a school with credit to themselves and satisfaction to all. This 
has been the case in every instance with local teachers in this County. 

Upwards of one hundred schools have been in operation in this County 
during the past year; of these there are one Qramii!ar, six Superior, and 
ten Graded. The remainder are miscellaneous common schools, of which 
about thirty are taught by first class teachers. From the Grammar school, 
two matriculated at the University, and one at St. Joseph's College, the past 
year. A number are now preparing for the University and Training School. 

The prescribed Text-books are now generally introduced in all schools in 
this County. 

For the past two years our school houses, furniture, and apparatus, have 
been increased and improved beyond the most sanguine anticipations of any, 
and will, I believe, to-day compare favorably with those of any County in 
the Province. For example, a school house in the Town of Woodstock 
will cost, when finished, (without furniture), seven thousand dollars, and 
Others in remote parts of the County are insured for six hundred dollars each. 

The arranging of boundaries of Districts is a perplexing and extensive 
•work. This, together with the assisting in establishing of sites of school 
houses, and the imparting of necessary information to all requiring my 
assistance, (causing a very extensive correspondence), has so thoroughly 
occupied my time and attention, that I have signally failed in visiting schools, 
as well as performing many other duties in helping on the good work: all 
of which would have been a pleasure to me to have accomplished, but time 
would not permit. 

In respect to the complete acceptance of the Law in this County, permit 
me to refer you to an Election which took place on the fourth JNovember 
instant, to elect a Member for the General Assembly of this Province. There 
were three candidates; two declared themselves for free non-sectarian schools, 
the third for a repeal of the Law. The candidate for repeal had formerly 
represented the County, and for years was Warden of the Municipality, and 
has many personal friends : he received two hundred and eleven votes. The 
free school candidates received one thousand eight hundred and eighty five. 
Tnis, I think, fully demonstrates the appreciation had by the electors of this 
County of the Common Schools Act. 

In taking a retrospective view, I need only add that my anticipation of 
the complete acceptance of the Law, together with the readily acquired 
knowl-edge of its workings, by Trustees and others, in the diflferent Districts 
of this County, have been more than realized. 

Respectfully yours, JAS. H. JACQUES. 

Tp T. H. Hand, Esquire, M. A. 

Chief SuperiotendeQt of Education* ^^ ^ 
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COUNTY OF KENT. 



Sir,— 

When reporting last year the state of educational matters in Kent, I 
entertained the hope that all unreasonable prejudices against our excellent 
*' Schools Act" would ere now be removed, and that on this occasion I 
should have the pleasure of reporting a very gratifying improvement; but 
the obstructions which followed Judge Weldon's Injunction still operate 
very seriously against the prosperity of the schools. For, though the Legis- 
lature at its last Session legalized the assessments, and provided, it was 
thought, for their prompt collection, yet so tardy and ineffectual has been 
the process, that the Trustees' Drafts issued by you in October 1872, are not 
yet quite all paid, and the County Treasurer has no funds to meet those 
issued in April last. The taxes raised in those Parishes which are '* law 
abiding/' were used in good part to defray the ordinary County expenses, 
leaving but little to meet the School Warrants. But the Parishes of Dundas 
and Wellington, and the greater part of St. Mary's, are said to have paid no 
taxes in 1872, the Collector, relying on the support of the majority of the 
Magistrates, having refused to act ; ^nd only a small portion of the amount 
imposed on these Parishes for the year 1873 has been paid. St. Louis inge- 
niou3ly manages to pay nothing. The proper officer was indeed duly called 
upon to collect the taxes, after giving the required bonds; but, professedly 
to defeat the measure, no one would become his surety, and since no pro- 
vision has been made by the Legislature to meet the case, the device has so 
far succeeded. 

Districts. — The number of Districts which have been working under the 
Act in Kent, within the year ended Slst October 1873, is 36, with 41 schools ; 
viz. in Dundas 8, in Carleton 8, in Harcourt 4, in Kichibucto 10, in' St. Ma- 
ry's 3, in Weldford 14, in Wellington 4. Of these Districts, 6 never had a 
school before the inauguration of the '* Schools Act,'^ and 5 others had not 
had £t school for many years previous. Three of the Districts having schools 
are peopled by Roman Catholics, and many others have a mixed population. 
I am glad to report also, that two French Districts have applied for admission 
to the advantages of the Law. 

Several Districts have been without a school for the want of teachers, and 
there are some vacant Districts in the County which have never yet had a 
school, and which, notwithstanding the special aid provided by law, may not 
have one for some time to come. 

Trustees. — Some of our Trustees, depending in part upon the payment 
of School Warrants, have been subjected to serious embarrassments. Some 
take a lively interest in the success of the school, others are apparently 
indifferent. 

School Houses. — The refusal of so many to pay their ordinary taxes, has 
interfered with the building of School l^ouses. Four only have been built 
in Kent during the year, — in Dundas 1 ; in Weldford 2, (at Trout Brook Dis- 
trict and at West Branch) ; in Kichibucto 1, in District No. 10. The last two 
are handsome wiell-tinished structures. Some progress has been made in 
securing titjes to school house grounds, and in providing furniture and appa- 
ratus ; but much remains to be done in this line. 

Teachers.— The number of Teachers employed within the year was 42, — 
males 17^ females 25. I am sorry to have to say, Sent has lost aud i^ losing 
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some of her good teachers by removals to St. John, York County, and else- 
where. As a consequence, we need 9 or 10 teachers just now to supply 
vacancies. 

Our trained teachers genorally are evidently desirous to carry out the sys- 
tem adopted at the Model School, and yet they vary widely in efficiency ; so 
widely indeed, that occasionitlly one is met with who is perhaps worse than 
useless, since, by doing nothing well, he does but make trouble for his suc- 
cessor. It is chiefly in what may be thought htUe ttiattera thB,t great failures 
occur. At the outset of the pupil's course, he requires the constant care of 
the teacher to save him from going wrong. In his first efforts to read, for 
example, if unassisted, he will make every word equally emphatic. The 
successful teacher jpreyen^5 this unnatural habit, by training the pupil, or the 
class, to follow him in reading in phrases as they would converse. The 
teacher learns by experience that even young children may be trained, and 
therefore should be trained, to the habit of grouping words with judgment, 
and reading tastefully, that is, naturally. They will copy his cheerful, at- 
tractive style, his inflections, his distinctness of articulation. Simultaneous 
work in phrases repeated after the teacher will accomplish this. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that readers are born^ not made. On the contrary, all chil- 
dren of ordinary capacity, and who have no natural impediment, may, if 
properly taught, become good^ if not the niost tastejul readers. 

Children learn to spell well by early and efficient drill-repetition- and re- 
view. How much of their labour some teachers lose for want of daily, sys- 
tematic review. 

In arithmetic children are often kept in difficulty for the want of thorough 
training in the elementary rules. Ilere, too, the failure occurs at the outset. 
Columns of figures are given to be added before the table, or any part of it, 
is taught ; and it is by no means a rare case to find scholars in long division 
or reduction, who have never half learned the addition and multiplicition 
tables. 

This neglect of UUle matters makes bad work. Hence we have also crooked 
columns and crooked lines of figures, figures badly formed, crooked lines of 
slate-writing, pens improperly held, letters badly formed and badly joined. 
How are slov-enly habits to be corrected if acquired and confirmed at school ? 

Condition op the Schools. — The Schools already referred to include the 
Grammar School, the Superior School at Bass River, and the Superior School 
in the Parish of Richibucto. In the town of. Richibucto the Schools have 
been carefully graded, and the elementary departments, under efficient fe- 
male teachers^ are working very satisfactorily. The advanced department, 
under a male teacher, is not quite satisfactory, owing doubtless in part to 
the irregular attendance of the pupils. The Grammar School, under the 
excellent management of Mr. Oaks, has been brought into excellent order, 
and as a consequence is in a most creditable state. The rooms rented for 
school purposes in the town are small and unsuitable. A building with four 
apartments, after the prescribed plan, would perhaps have been ready by 
this time, had the County rates for the last two years been promptly paid in. 

The Schools in Kingston, District No. 2, have not yet been properly graded, 
for the want of a central building for the High or Superior School, which to 
this date is situated toward* one extremity of the District. On this account 
the Trustees felt obliged to admit to it youOg children who could not attend 
a lower and distant department. I3y this means a portion of the teacher's 
time has been of necessiity diverted from his proper sphere. It is however 
due to Mn CoateB to say that, notwithstanding this (disadvantage, his pupils 
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have made very creditable progress under his able management. I am glad 
to add, that a suitable building in a central locality has lately been rented 
by the Trustees, and is being fitted up for this department. Here also, as 
in Richibucto, there is a prospect of the purchase of grounds, and the erec- 
tion of a school house which shall be an ornament to the place. 

With Kev. Mr. Fowler I attended the examination of the Superior School 
at Bass River, not long after it had come under the care of Mr. Mcintosh. 
On that occasion I was glad to find the pupils under eificient control, — an 
essential element or condition of a good school, — and shall expect to find at 
a future visit the various classes making very creditable progress, especially 
as an assistant is now employed in thfe school. 

In the Common Schools generally I have endeavored to render assistance 
where it seemed most needed, and to arrest those beginnings of wrong-doing 
which in their results are so damaging. My efforts in this line have not, I 
trust, been made in vain. 

The co-operation of those Trustees who take a lively interest in the pros- 
perity of the Schools, and who have assisted me in carrying out the Law, 
deserves my grateful acknowledgments. 

Respectfully submitted. THOS. W. WOOD, 

Inspector for Kent County. 

Theodore H. Rand, Esquire, M. A. 

Chief ^ uperinteudent of £dacation. 



COUNTY OF SAINT JOHN. 



Sir,— 

In accordance with the requirement of the " Common Schools Act," I 
beg to transmit the following statements respecting the Schools in Saint 
John County for the school year ending Slst October, 1873. 

It is very satisfactory to be able to report that, notwithstanding the strenu- 
ous opposition made to the operation of the Act in many Districts, substan- 
tial progress is being made. In the City of Saint John and the Town of 
Portland considerable additions have been made to the staff of teachers, and 
several new schools have been opened. In the out Parishes, every district 
that had a school last year, has maintained one this year, for the whole or a 
considerable portion of the time ; and in several districts schools have been 
taught this year where there were none last. So that when the statistics 
shall be prepared of the state of education in the County during the present 
year, they will compare very favorably with that which preceded it. Many 
more schools should have been in operation, and would have been, but for 
the opposition that has been maintained, chiefly, to the unsectarian character 
of the School Law. Eventually this opposition will give way, as those whose 
children are doomed, by it, to be reared in ignorance, are beginning to awake 
and to demand that their offspring may share the^blessing of education with 
others. In some places resistance to the Law is made' on purely selfish 
grounds; parties who, at the present time, have no direct personal interest 
in maintaining a school, ,con\bine together, and succeed in defeating the 
establishment, of one; and thereby deprive all the children of the district 
of the advantages of education. The ''Amendment Act'Vof last Session 
meets such cases in some measure, and will ultimately effect the grand object 
in view. 

Au impression is sought to be made, in some places^ that the new system 
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IS objectionable because it is so expensive. Where people have been living, 
for many years, without a school house, some expense must, unquestionably, 
be incurred in building and furnishing one; but after that work is done, I 
see no reason why the cost should be very greatly iu advance of the former 
plan. Indeed, the assistance afforded from the County School Fund, and 
the extra aid to *' Poor Districts," (both very wise provisions of the Law,) 
make it far easier than it formerly was to maintain schools in districts that 
are neither wealthy nor populous. 

Schools would be maintained in many Districts could teachers be found. 
I hope the improved position that teachers, as a general rule, now occupy, 
will tend to keep good instructors in the profession ; and that the supply 
from the Provincial Training School will speedily meet the pressing demands 
for teachers. 

If it is gratifying to observe the increase in the number of schools, and 
the number of pupils that attend them, it is still more so to witness the 
marked improvement in most of the schools in all the branches tausrht. If 
I might mention one subject in particular, where all are worthy of commen- 
dation, I should select that of Reading. The results of the care taken in 
that important branch are strikingly and' pleasingly manifest. Even in the 
Primary Schools, the correct expression, the clear enunciation, and the ab- 
sence of monotonous and drawling tones, shew that very young children 
may be taught to read, not merely well, mechanically, but with marked in- 
telligence. The lessons are, indeed, simple, and adapted in a pre-eminent 
degree to the age of the young pupils ; but still the interest that is evidently 
felt, (because the pupils understand what they read), favorably impresses 
every reflecting visitor, producing the conviction that the excellence exhibit- 
ed now, is the foundation and precursor of good reading in the future. 

The books now in use in our schools are highly appreciated, both by 
teachers and pupils, and I may add, as far as my observation goes, by the 

Jarents and public too. The Royal Readers are, deservedly, great favorites, 
nteresting in themselves, and progressive in their character, they are highly 
adapted to please and instruct the pupil in every stage of his school life. 
Robertson's Grammar, too, is highly valued. I found at first that teachers 
looked upon it with disfavor; they had been so accustomed to Lennie's, 
that they felt it to be the Grammar Book for schools ; but by a growing ac- 
quaintance with the prescribed Grammar, their prejudices are overcome, and 
they can see such superiority in the new bowk, that th^y enter with spirit 
into its teachings, perceiving that in it is briefly developed the philosophy 
of the English language, in a style so simple that a child can easily com- 
prehend that which was formerly thought to be an abstruse and difiicult 
subject. 

Accustomed as I have been, for several years, to inppect the Schools in 
Saint John and Portland, I have had a good opportunity for observing the 
difterence in the aspect of the schools under the former and present systems. 
In every respect the change is for the better, — well ventilated and comfort- 
ably warmed school rooms, suitably fitted up and furnished, thoroughly 
supplied with apparatus and useful appliances, all tending materially to the 
advancement, health and happiness of the pupils, and satisfaction to the 
teachers. All this, however, would avail but little without a si aft' of properly 
qualified instructors. This has been secured by the wise decision of the 
Trustees to fix the salaries at such a rate that competent teachers are willing 
to give their continued services to what is, unquestionably, one of the most 
important and honorable professions. 

it is particularly cheeriug to find that a feeling of mutual confidence and 
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esteem exists between the Trustees and Teachers. This was exhil'ited to- 
wards the close of the summer, when the Teachers of the City of St. John 
invited the Board of Trustees to a Pic Nic at the Pleasure Grounds, Torry- 
burn. An opportunity was thus afforded for the interchange of good feel- 
ings, and the cultivation of a more intimate acquaintanship. Not only the 
Trustees, but some of their ladies favored the teachers with their company, 
and the day, which was very favorable, was enjoyably and profitably spent. 
Excellent practical addresses were given by the Trustees and oiBcials, and 
also by the Honorable Edward Willis, of the Provincial Board of Education. 
The company in breaking up, looked forward to similar reunions in coming 
years. The teachers presented, on this occasion, a very valuable and splen- 
did time-piece, as a testimonial of their esteem, to W. H. A. Keans, Esquire, 
on his retirement from the Chairmanship of the Board of Trustees. The 
presentation was accompanied by a very feeling, complimentary address, 
read by the Rev. Dr. Coster. 

There have been during the past year two Superior schools-in the County, 
one at Manawagonish, Lancaster Parish,, and one in the Town of Portland; 
both are in a very satisfactory state. 

I have not much to report in respect to new School houses. They are 
much needed in many places, but owing to the opposition that has been 
raised from various causes, the friends of progress have been impeded iu 
their ex^tions. There are, however, several places where the people have 
raade arrangements, and voted sums sufficiently large to erect good houses. 
I have supplied them with the plans provided by the Board of Education, 
and, before long, we may hope to see buildings erected of a character far 
superior to those that have generally been used for school purposes. In the 
City of Saint John and Town of Portland, very eligible sites have been se- 
cured, and the Trustees intend to build as soon as circumstances permit. 
At Spurr*s Cove, Lancaster, the original school ht'uses have been very greatly 
improved, and one of them enlarged so as to aff^>rd accommodation for two 
good departments. There has also J^een erected a new school house in the 
same district, so that there are four good schools now where there used to 
be only two. Li Central Quaco, where there has not, heretofore, been any 
school house, a very capacious one has been built, which will accommodate 
two large departments. There is a comfortable classroom attached to each 
department, where an assistant can be advantageously employed. 

There have been in this County very few disputes about boundaries. . It 
was found desirable to set off one new district during this year, viz. the 
Connor Settlement, Saint Martins, as the residents were too far away from 
any school, to send their children conveniently. It is a border district, form- 
ed of parts of St. John and King's Counties. The people set to work, at 
once, to build a commodious school house, which is located on the King's 
County side of the line." I have laid before the Board of Education propo- 
sitions to alter, slightly, some of the boundaries of districts in the eastern 
part of Lancaster Parish, principally to remove ambiguities of expression, 
that might give rise to differences of opinion, as to what district some pro-' 
perties belonged. Previously to suggesting these changes, I invited the 
principal gentlemen of the respective districts to meet me, when, after a pro- 
tracted consultation, the alterations were generally agreed to. 
I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

EDMUND HILLYER DUVAL, 
Inspector for St. John Count}/, 
Tbxodorb H. Raiv|>, EsqQlre, M. A. 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 
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COUNTY OF SUNBURY. 



Sir,— 

I beg to submit the following Report of educational matters in the 
County, which, in addition to a few brief extracts from notes of the year 
ended 31st October 1873, also contains selections from memoranda of 1872. 

Districts. — A few additional alterations and revisions, &c., have been 
made where they were thought to be needed, so that there are now 52 School 
Districts in the County, an^ the present arrangement, with, perhaps, one or 
two exceptions, seems perfectly satisfactory. 45 of these were duly organ- 
ized under the present Law at the time of their first annual meeting, or at 
subsequent dates within the year. The remaining 7 are still without Trus- 
tees, schools, or school houses. Two of these contain only from four to seven 
ratepayers each, and scarcely as many children, living at long distances apart, 
and, in some- Cases, separated by intervening woods. One other is a new 
settlement, and its children are yet in their infancy, except those of one or 
two families, who are at present accommodated by the surrounding districts. 
These three are thus so situated as perhaps to preclude organization for some 
time. The remaining four are decidedly affected with a chronic antipathy 
to the School Law, or an indifference to education, very difficult to remedy. 
Yet, it is to be hoped, that as they see the prosperity of their neighbors 
around them, time may soften their prejudices and they may ere long be in- 
duced to follow their e^xample. Three Districts were recommended for tho 
special aid granted to poor districts, but only one was induced to avail itself 
of its advantages.. For the incoming year others have been named, and it 
may fairly be expected that this, with the other general inducements, will 
succeed in reducing the Districts without schools to a very small number. 

All but three of the or^^anized Districts voted assessments at their first 
annual meetings, or at special ones held for that purpose 8»on after. Taking 
into consideration the poverty of many portions of the County, the amounts 
vote<l were, on the whole, qiiite liberal, so that at their second annual gath- 
erings balances in many cases were found to be on hand. These balances 
were, in part, occasioned by the unexpectedly large amounts from the County 
fund apportionment, and tended in no small degree to increased apprecia- 
tion of the new system. 

Trustees. — Generally, the Trustees have been selected from the best men, 
and they have, in most instances, been very efficient in the discharge of their 
work. Their office is an important one, and much of the progress in Dis- 
tricts is proportionate to their zealous attendance to duty. Almost without 
exception they have -been extremely ^coworaical in their expenditures for 
general purposes, such as improvements of grounds, purchase of new furni- 
ture, apparatus, &c., for the reason, as they allege, that an opposite course 
would be incompatible with the success of the School Law. Tlie cry is, ''It 
costs too much to run the extensive machinery.'* This idea, although with- 
out any foundation in fact, seems very difficult to be got rid of. 

In some instances mistakes have been made, owing to a misconstruction, 
of the Law, or a too careless reading; but these were speedily rectified. At 
the second annual meeting, *in a ft^w Districts, objection was made to the 
creating of a vacancy in the trasteeshipby lot, and other methods were made 
use of, on the supposition that they would answer as well. In these cases 
the letter of the law was subsequently complied with. At the present wri- 
ting the School Law seems to be very generally understood and its pro- 
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visions conformed to. I ara pleased to report that only in a very limit<id 
portion of the County was there any attempt at organized resistance to the 
payment of the school tax. The Schools Amevtiment Act 1873, qnashed these, 
but in other respects, I fear, did not tend to diffuse any better feeling towards 
the Law. 

In many Districts there is almost an entire absence of ratepayers at the 
time of the legal holding of the annual meeting, Trustees and others being 
far distant from home in the lumber woods. The Christmas holiday is spent 
with the family, but not, except in cases of extreme necessity, can there be 
a return again so soon as the second Thursday in January. The result has 
been a frequent neglect to hold such meetings at the set .time. In these cases 
subsequent meetings had to be called, some as late as in June and July. 
This, I think, is to be regretted, as it tends to interfere with the continuance 
of schools.* 

Three Districts competed for and received the Superior grant, and, with 
the Grammar School.department at Sheffield, aftbrd pretty ample High School 
accommodation for the County. The schools of Oromocto and Upper Shef- 
field were graded, and illustrated clearly the advantage of such a method of 
organization. •* 

Three new School houses have been begun and finished since January 1st 
1872 ; five more are in process of construction, and in several Districts nex^ 
buildings are talked of and will be commenced at an early day. Several 
which had been under way for years have been completed, others have been 
greatly improved, and all have more or less received additions of furniture, 
apparatus, &c. Many were destitute of even a map or blackboard, and the 
improvements q^ the whole have been quite praiseworthy. 

The school books prescribed by tho Board have come to be used almost 
without exception, and are well liked. 

Grounds have been purchased in connexion with the new buildings, and 
in some other cases, but not to such an extent as I deem desirable, nor has 
there been such improvements of those already owned as might reasonably 
be expected. 

Thirty eight of the organized Districts have had schools niore or less con- 
stantly since Ist January 1872, a much larger proportion than at any previ- 
ous period, whilst the advance in the average attendahceis very noteworthy. 
There would have been a still larger number of schools but for the unfin- 
ished state of buildings and the very great scarcity of teachers. During the 
incoming year these, in part at least, will not have to be used as excuses, 
and I am confident the number of schools will be largely increased. Already 
have three schools been started and continuously kiept in Districts before 
destitute, and to such as these special attention will continue to be directed. 

There is no doubt the introduction of the present system has given an im- 
petus to education in this County which will be lasting. 

Nearly all the schools have been visited, and where defects in teaching 
have been thought to exist, these have been pointed out and suggestions 
made which, on subsequent visits, were judged to have had a good result. 

Among improvements noted may be mentioned the increased interest of 
both pupil and teacher, and a more regular attendance of scholars. The 
teacher now relieved, as he is, from the harrassing business of making 04.it 
and collecting bis bills, from the anxiety of making a requisite average, and, 
not the least, from the expense and bother of moving from houseto house^ 
gives his undivided attention to his school. 

♦ The rom^y already exists ; see p. 7ff, Rem. », Manual of Oommim &hooh 4fi^^.'p^. H. K. 
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An objection has been raised to the present system, that it occasions a 'less 
degree of interest on the part of the teacher, but if the monthly visit of the 
Trustees and the attendance of parents and friends at examinations are not 
neglected, such lack of interest is scarcely possible in a well meaning teacher. 

Your obedient servant, 

JNO. H. BRIDGES, 
Inspector for Sunbury C(/uniy. 

Theodore H. Rand, Esquire, M. A. 
Chief Superintenclent of Education. 



COUNTY OF QUEEN'S. 

Sir,— 

In presenting you with my annual Eepcrt, I do not see anything in the 
working of the School Law in this County that would for one moment dis- 
courage the friends of B'ree Schools. I suppose that the number of the 
opponents to the measure is as great as ever, but there has been a decided 
gain in the working of the Law in many Districts. In the Parish of Gage- 
town there are four schools in operation, while there were only two last year. 
And here I take the opportunity of etrongly advising a change in the work- 
ing of the Grammar School in this Parish. Considering the large amount 
of Provijicial money given for this school, it ought to be made more avail- 
able for the County in general : the smaller pupils should be in a separate 
building, with a good teacher for themselves, making this school a feeder 
for the High or Grammar School ; and then the Head Master would have a 
better opportunity of a<lvaucing the pupils in the higher branches. At pre- 
sent the mixed company of so "many pupils in one room, with a small class 
room adjoining, causes great confusion and hinders the progress of all. la 
fact it may justly be called a large Common District school. 

In the Parish of Hampstead there has been a gain of two schools, and aa 
immediate prospect of another; there are two new School houses in this 
Parish this present year. 

In the Parish of Petersvillc there are three new. School houses (all on the 
Qagetown road), and a meeting was lately held at Douglas Valley, where 
they intend building another one as soon as possible. 

In the Parish of Wickham there is a gain of two schools. 

In the Parish of Johnston there is a gain of two schools, and another Dis- 
trict has just organized ; there are three new School houses this year. 

In the Parish of Cambridge every District has accepttd the Law, and 
school has been kept in all with one exception, and in that they are only 
waiting for the completion of a new School hi^use. In School District No. 
1, Lower Jemseg, a very good School house has been erected and school is 
going on. ^ 

. In the Parish of Brunswick there are four out of five School Districts in 
operation. 

In the Parish of Waterborough there are seven School Districts in opera- 
tion, a gain of four in the last year. 

In the Parish of Chipman there have been seven schools in operation, a 
gain of two since last year. 

In the Parish of Canning seven schools have been in operation. 

Jhere has ftQthing been done yet in. the Parish of Giarendon (Charlotte 
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County). I went and laid out a School District on the M*Leod Road, but 
they have never held any meetings and on account of the scattered popula- 
tion I see no prospect at present of anything being done. 

Reasoning from the above account, I can see no cause for despair, but 
rather of encouragement. 

I should like to see the Trustees more active in obtaining the regular text 
books prescribed by the Board of Education, and in furnishing the apparatus 
required for proper and sj^stematic teaching. * * * 

Owing to a severe cold, which has confined me to the house this fall, I 
have not been able to visit the extreme parts of the County, but hope to 
make it up this winter. 

I fully believe that the School Law has already done great good, in raising 
the general intelligence of the country by means of School meetings,' and 
the duties it has imposed on the Trustees. One can see already a generous 
rivalry springing up amongst districts, in procuring good school houses and 
the best teachers. 

i Hoping that neither the so-called religious interference nor niggardly 
parsimony inay hinder the good work from going on, 

I remain your obedient servant, 

BENJAMIN* SHAW, 
Inspector for QueerCs County. 

Thbodobb H. Ra5d, ESqaire, M. A. 

Chief Superintendent of Education . * 



COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER. 

Sib,— 

In tbifl Oounty we have now fourteen District schools, nearly twice as 
many as we had a year ago, but, even yet, we ought to have a great many 
more. The School Law is still bitterly opposed on account of its non-secta- 
rian character, but there is far less opposition to it now than there was at 
jBrst, from unfounded apprehensions of ruinous taxation. Where people 
have availed themselves of its provisions, it has proved to be by far the best 
Law we have ever had for enabling parents — especially poor parents — to 
secure a good intellectual and moral education for their children. It has 
proved the wisdom of its provisions for the training, the employment, and 
the remuneration of really good teachers — teachers such as do more good 
in one Term than many of their predecessors could do in two, or more. 

And then, in regard to the expense of securing this comparatively supe- 
rior education, it has been found that, except in Districts where new School 
houses have had to be built, the lightness of the taxes required for school 
purposes has occasioned general and agreeable surprise. It must be admitted 
that a few persons who have little or no direct interest in their District 
school, have manifested considerable reluctance to submit to taxation for 
educational purposes ; but this reluctance is diminishing in proportion to the 
correction of their erroneous ideas of social rights and obligations. It is 
gratifying to observe that the unseemly animosity which prevailed for a time 
in some of our Districts in consequence of a diversity of opinions respecting 
District boundaries, the proper location of School houses, &c., is rapidly sub- 
siding, and that parents and neighbours who formerly set a pernicious ex- 
ample to their children by their unreasonable contentions, are now wisely 
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making combined eflPbrts to get their children trained so as to become re- 
spectable and useful members of society. 

In Districts tnat have complied with the Law, the Trustees, with few ex- 
ceptions, have been faithfully attending to their duties, though, in many 
cases, with much inconvenience to themaelves, especially where they had to 
attend to the erection and the furnishing of School houses. A good exam- 
ple, on the part of an intelligent Trustee, has a far more beneficial eftect on 
the teacher, and on the pupils too, than is generally known. 

Our teachers have nearly all been giving much satisfaction to their em- 
ployers. Those who are now conducting the High school in Bathurst, and 
the Superior school in St. Peter's Village, are eminently intelligent, indus- 
trious and successful. They attend very carefully, as every teachef ought 
most earnestly to do, to the moral as well as to the intellectual training of 
the you!Jg. The attendance at these well-managed schools is good, and it is 
still increasing as the privilege of attendance is increasingly appreciated. 

Several school houses have been built and furnished during the year, in 
accordance, as nearly as possible, with the excellent plans provided by tlie 
Board of Education. 

It is expected that during the current year the most of the schools will be 
much better furnished than they have been with maps and other necessary 
apparatus; and also that Libraries will be procured for, at least, some of 
them. The comparatively high price of the new school books has produced 
a little occasional murmuring; but the great excellence of these books, 
especially that of the Readers, is now very generally acknowledged. 

On the whole, we have made some progress during the past school year, 
and we hope to make much more during the year that has commenced. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 



Tkeodorb H. Baud, Esqaire, M.A. 
Chief Superintendent of £dacation. 



JAMES SMITH, 
Inspector for Gloucester County. 



COUNTY OF WESTMORLAND. 



Sib,— 

I beg to lay before you my annual Report of the state of Schools in this 
County for the year ended Slst October, 1873. 

Schools. — The number of Schools or departments in the County for the 
School year just closed, was — Winter Term, 92 ; Summer Term, 96. In the 
summer terms of 1871 and 1872, there were 89 and 82 schools respectively. 
83 Districts had schools during some portion of the year. There were 45 
Districts which had no schools any part of the year, of which 29 were French, 
or in which French ratepayers were a majority, and who, so far, have de- 
clined to avail themselves of the advantages the Free School Law is so well 
calculated to bestow. Among the English speaking portion of the popula- 
tion, 16 Districts were without schools any part of the year. Nine of those 
16 Districts had no schools for want of house accommodation ; two from not 
being able to obtain teachers; two by reason of dissatisfaction with district 
bounds; and three from indifterence, combined with opposition to the law, — 
being composed in part of French ratepayers. Two of the nine vacant dis- 
tricts erected houses last summer ; two had money voted to do ao, but failed 
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because I could not .agree with the majority of Trustees in selecting school 
sites. The remaining five contain few children, and are quite poor, and 
though assured of the special aid they would receive, both from the Provin- 
cial and County Funds, felt unablq to tax themselves last year. 

Five Districts at the last annual meeting failed to grant money for school 
purposes. Three of these, in the Parish of Westmorland, refused because a 
small majority present were opposed to the Law; one, I am very sorry to 
say, a wealthy district in the Parish of Sackville, failed through downright 
negligence on the part of the ratepayers to meet ; the other had the reason- 
able excuse of dissatisfaction with district bounds. Two of these subse- 
quently voted money at specidl meetings called by the Trustees; one at the 
annual meeting called by myself; and one at a special meeting called by 
order of the Board of Education. 

School Houses. — Eighteen new School houses were erected during the 
summer, four of which are unfinished, and will not be ready for use till next 
summer. There were also two old houses repaired. Thtfse, with the 13 
erected in 4872, make 33 new school houses built in this County since the 
present Law came into operation. They are distributed as follows : — Bots* 
ford, 6; Dorchester, 5 ; Moncton, 9 ; Sackville, 3; Salisbury, 9; Westmor- 
land, 2. For most of them, half an acre, of land each has been obtained ; a 
few have three quarters of an acre each, or upwards ; and a few a quarter 
of an acre only. " I may here mention that several liberal minded men who 
owned the sites, gave the land to the District, and some have asked a merely 
nominal price. In no instance has it been necessary to take a school site 
by compulsion. All of the new houses, excepting the two repaired and 
another one, are of ample size, w^ell finished, and tolerably well furnished, 
some in a superior manner, so far as seats and desks are concerned, but they 
are deficient in school apparatus. 

The old houses, not taking into account those of the French Districts, noi* 
yet those where new ones are in course, of erection, may be thus classed: — » 
Botsford, 3 good, 1 fair, 6 inferior; Dorchester, 3 fair, 2 inferior; Moncton, 
1 good, 5 fair, 8 inferior ; Sackville, 3 good, 5 fair, 9 inferior ; Salisbury, 2 
good, 2 fair, 5 inferior; Shediac, 2 good, 1 fair, 5 inferior; Westmorland, 
4 good, 4 fair. The most of those classed "inferior" might claim the 
superlative adjective. Several of the above are private property, and rented 
for school rooms. The rest were built under the old regime^ of which the 
better ones have been purchased by the School Districts. The best of them 
have not corresponding furniture. 

Superior Schools.— Five Districts expect the Superior grants, viss : — Dor- 
chester Corner, Town of Moncton, Salisbury Corner, Shediac, and BaieVerte. 
So far these Districts have had no competition in their respective Parishes; 
but two others, one each in Westmorland and Salisbury, have given notice 
of their intention to compete. This will excite a spirit of commendable 
rivalry, which cannot but be conducive to the best interests of the schools. 
The teachers of the Superior schools labor under many disadvantages, both 
in respect of house accommodation and school apparatus. I am happy to 
state that Salisbury Corner has erected a large and commodious house, to be 
conipleted next year, which will be not only an ornament to the village, but 
a legacy of incalculable value to its children. When finished and furnished,- 
as it will be, I have every reason to believe, in the most thorough manner, 
and in charge of competent teachers, such as the District already has, we 
may look for a rare development of " young ideas." Lmay naention^ in^hi* 
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connection, that the ratepayers of Salisbury Corner are fully alive to their 
educutioiial interests, and tliough th<nr house has not been completed as 
soon as intended, they are, nevertheless, ahead of the other wealthy districts 
of the County. May their example be speedily followed. It seems to be ^ 
prevalent opinion,^ and which perhaps is a correct one, among the Trustees 
of the Superior schools, that, in view of building, as little expense as possi- 
ble should be put on the old houses. Siii^ilar remarks may apply to Shediac 
Btation District, wnich contains the Grammar School. 

Graded Schools.— Eight Districts, viz: Dorchester Corner, Shediac Sta- 
tion, Petitcodiac, Salisbury Corner, Rockland, Town of Moncton, Lower, 
and- Upper Sackville, are supposed to have their schools gn^ded. This is 
the case with only the first four, and with thorn not in as perfect a manner 
as desired, owing to the unsuitableness of the school rooms. The Trustees 
of Lower Sackville and the Town of Moncton have scarcely attempted to 
grade. They seem to fully appreciate the* superiority of graded over mixed 
schools, but until the contemplated new houses are erected it is considered 
impracticable. *1\\ the former District the school rooms are of the very- 
poorest description, the worst by all odds of any in the County ; in the latter 
they are by no means what they should be. Building was delayed in the 
Town of Moncton in order to get an Act of the Legislature to authorize the 
Trustees to issue Debentures. The Trustees are men of the right stamp, 
and are making all due preparations for building, which will doubtless be 
proceeded with early next season. It is difficult to assign the true cause for 
the inaction of the Trustees of Lower Sackville in this respect. There was 
some difficulty in getting a site for the larger house, and it is not quite se- 
cured yet. Perhaps the ratepayers are as much to be blamed as the Trustees, 
in not voting sufficient funds to purchase grounds and complete the build- 
ings. They will have an opportunity of correcting their mistake at the ap- 
proaching annuiil meeting. There is one thing certain, however, that for 
glnother year, and perhaps more, the 800 children of this District will have 
to be accommodated as best they may in the present tumble-down shanties, 
miscalled school houses. In Upper Sackville two large and commodious 
hwisee were erected last summer at the extremes of the District, creditable 
alike to the ratepayers and Trustees, and though there is in the ceivtre a 
suitable room, just adapted for an advanced department, to be had at a norai- 
nal i*ent, and by availing themselves of which the schools could be at once 
graded, the Trustees shrink from iattempting it. Their ideas in this respect 
are anomalous and difficult to understand. The consequence is, that the 
very competent teachers who at present have charge of the two miscellaneous 
schools, notwithstanding, their industry, waste their teaching powers. The 
little extra expense which would be incurred would be more. than counter- 
balanced by the very much larger amount of value received. In fact there 
is no reason why this District, by taking the proper steps, should not secure 
the Superior. grant, and hold it for years. Rockland, >vith upwards, of 150 
children, in the Parish of Dorchester, which was originally laid off with an 
eye to grading, and eminently calculated therefor, also stands aloof in this 
respect. 

The Grammar School at Shediac is under the charge of Mr. D. B. White. 
I was unfortunately so circumstanced during the past summer that it was 
impossible to visit all the Districts of the County, and I therefore omitted 
some where I was satiaiied school matters went on smoothly. On my visit 
t^ this District ^ year ago, the utmost harmony prevailed. The provision 
of SfSQtiou 59»i Aot of.lSTl, for tjhe voluutary union q£ t^e G^raqamar ^ofaool 
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and District Trustees, "was promptly embraced. Ther6 are si^c departments 
nnder the supervision of Mr. White, and the superiority of the graded sys- 
tem is iat once apparent I may add, that Point du Chene, originally a 
separate District, gladly embraced the opportunity to join Shediac, in order, 
among other reasons, to secure the advantages offered by belongitig to a 
system of graded schools. 

Attendancb.— The mo^t superficial obsfer^er cani^ot but notice a great im- 
provement in the (Condition bf the schools; and Vet generally, tl>ey a^e far, 
very fur, from being as efficient as they should be. The improvement, how*- 
ever, is palpable, and at no distant day I expect to find tlera attaining a high 
order of excellence. Irregularity of attendance is a serious drawback to t*ie 
proper performance of the teacher's duties. The average attendance last 
year, as in the preceding, was probably below one half the number on the 
registers. This, though too small, w^as yet a larger average than for the year 
1871, undet* the old system. The ^hple number of pupils enrolled for the 
Summer Term just closed very much exceeded that of the Summer Term of 
1871, notwithstanding 45 Districts, about 30 of which were French, had no 
schools. In the Summer Term of 1871 there were 89 schools in the whole 
County^ 25 of which probably, perhaps more, were French, leaving at most 
64 among the English speaking portion of the population. This number 
increased to 96 in the corresponding Terra of 1873. In the 82 schools of the 
Summer Term of 1872 there were 4,450 pupils, or 1,047 more than in the 89 
schools of the Summer Terra of 1871. In the Summer Term of 1873 there 
were 4,801 pupils, or an increase over the same Term of 1871, of 1,398. So 
far, then, as an increased attendance goes, there is a decided improvement. 
The quality of the schools has improved. Teachers, knowing their stipu- 
lated salaries are sure, make greater exertions to give an equivalent. They 
are more in love with their profession, and in consequence the pupils are 
more in love with their schools. There is, perhaps, an undue proportion of 
untrained teachers in this County. Trained teachers have been very scarce, 
and I felt it an important step to get the schools in operation, eveii with in- 
experienced teachers, and therefore granted a number ot local licenses, but 
in no instance, I believe, to interfere with the employment of a trained 
teacher. Trained teachers are gradually coming in. Some means should be 
adopted to induce a larger average attendance. Much may be accomplished 
by the teachers in this respect, and I notice that the most thronged school 
rooms, as well as the best governed schools, are where the teacher's deport- 
ment attracts rather than repels, and where order and neatness reign. This 
supposes that the pupiTs going to school is a voluntary act, and I am con- 
viuced it is so to a very great extent. As soon as the school rooms of our 
country cease to become objects of aversion to children they will be better 
attended ; and this result may be lartcely obtained by Trustees and teachers 
acting in unison, the former furnishing every material requisite, and the 
latter faithfully discharging their duties with ail due firmness, yet in such a 
pleasing manner as to make their pupils feel that the school room, next to 
their firesides, is the most agreeable place in the world. Compulsory at- 
tendance, however, is probably the only means that will fully secure this 
desirable result 

Trustees. — Generally Trustees are well qualified for their positions, but 
many of them are slack about furnishing the schools with suitable apparatus. 
A teacher cannot do good work without proper tools. lie cannot aftord to 
furnish them himself; and it certainly is poor economy to hire a man to 
perform certain work and withhold from him the implements of his trad^. 
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It would also be more in the interests of the schools if Trustees would visit 
them oftener. Some Trustees set a good example in this respect ; others 
keep entirely aloof; and in some instances no record of visitation by Trustees 
is made during a whole Term. 

The prescribed text books are used in all the schools. In conclusion, I 
will fipy that the Free School Law in this County is working well. It is 
gaining friends every day, and I am cognizant of a number of converts who 
were bitterly opposed to its adoption, now lending a helping hand to foster 
it, and frankly admitting that it is based on truth and justice, and therefore 
must prevail. 

I am, Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 

BICHAED WILSON, Jr. 
Inspector for Wtstmorland County. 
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REPORTS OF BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES. 



I.-TOWN OF PORTLAND. 



THOMAS B. BARKER, Esq., Chairman. 

Thomas E. Millidoe, Esq. Edwin Fishbr, Bsq, 

James Wilson, Esq. H. T. Ames, Esq. 

John Taplet, Esq. Fred. E. Barker, Esq., D.C.L. 

William Eilpatrick, Esq., Secretary. 



To THEODORE H. RAND, Esquire, M. A. 
Chief Superintendent of Education. 

Sir,— 

The Board of School Trustees of Portland, in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the Common Schools Act 1871, present the following Report 
of their proceedings thereunder up to end of October last : — 

The Town Council of the Town of Portland having determined in favour 
of the adoption of the provisions of the Schools Act relating to the Cities of 
Saint John and Fredericton, and certified the same to the Governor in 
Council, the names of the three members of the Board appointed by the 
Government were g£lzetted on the 16th day of November 1871, and at a 
tneeting of the Town Council, held on the 23rd day of November of the 
same year, the remaining members of the Board received their appointment. 
As the Act came into force on the 15th day of January following — only 
some seven weeks after the members of the Board received their appoint- 
ments — and as their knowledge of the duties devolving upon them under 
the Act was necessarily limited, and their acquaintance with the condition 
of the schools then in operation very slight, you will see that the period 
that elapsed between the date of the organization of the Board and that 
fixed for their assuming the management of the schools, was entirely too 
brief to allow of such preparations and arrangements being made as were 
desirable, or such as were at all likely to ensure any thing like a satisfactory 
commencement under the new order of things. Actuated by a determination 
to discharge the duties and responsibilities they had assumed in the manner 
indicated by their judgment as most likely to benefit the District under their 
<3ontrol, the Board concluded to ascertain at as early a date, and from as 
reliable sources of information as possible, the number and locality of the 
schools then in operation, the number and class of the teachers, the number 
of scholars in attendance, with such other data as were considered necessary. 
To attain this object printed circulars were issued to the teachers, containing 
a variety of questions directed to the information desired, and in addition to 
this eachi school was visited by a Comwitt^^ of tU^ Board, wij a personal 
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inspection made not only of the school premises, but also the fumitnre, 
school books and apparatus. In this way the Board soon acquired a toler- 
ably accurate knowledge of the nature and quantity of material at their dis- 
posal for future use ; a critical examination revealed the fact that but little 
of it would stand the tests required by the new regulations ; a large majority 
of the teachers, who held licenses, were of the second or third class; but 
few of the schools were located in pleasant parts of the town ; the school 
premises were very much too small for the number of pupils crowded into 
them ; they were in many instances reached through some back yard or by 
some tottering stairway, and when reached, even by an access so uninviting, 
they were found to be but ill ventilated and poorly lighted apartments; the 
furniture was of the most uncomfortable pattern and the most primitive 
character ; the apparatus, where there was any, comprised but a few charts 
and maps ; the system of teaching was by no means uniform ; the schools 
were not graded; in fact the information gleaned in the way already men- 
tioned afforded but one inducencierit to the Board to continue their labours, 
and that was, that the children to be educated were so many, and the means 
afforded them for that purpose of so indifferent a character. Such were 
some of the difficulties the Board found surfiaunding them on all sides, when 
they commenced work. Since that time they have held sixty seven regular 
besides informal meetings and meetings of committees. The amount of 
time and labour expended in effecting the changes already made has been 
great, much more so than any one without similar experiencies would imagine ; 
and yet, after the lapse of two years, the new system cannot be considered 
as much more than fairly introduced ; nor can it b6 successfully or ecot)V>mi- 
cally worked in the Town until the 'completion of many plans the Board 
have long had under consideration, but which circumstances quite beyond 
their control have so far prevented them from carrying into execution. The 
Board refer more especially to the waiit of proper school accommodation. 
This is a difficulty that presented itself to the Board at a very early period, 
and one which still restricts their movements in many directions. The 
school rooms in .use under the old system would not, under the new regula- 
tions, accommodate more than sixty per cent, of the number of pupils that 
had been previously crowded into them, and besides this, they were not dis- 
tributed at convenient distances throughout the districts. Objectionable, 
however, as by far the largest number of these rooms were from almost 
every point of view, that " necessity which knows ho law" compelled the 
Board to engage many of them. . Kepair3 and alterations were made with a 
view to the health and comfort of those who were to occupy them ; furniture 
of approved pattern and construction was procured, and such other arrange- 
ments were made as enabled the Board to have sixteen schools in operation 
by the end of January 1872, with iiccbmmodatioh for 894 scholars. 

School Sites anj) Buildinos. . 

The tiecesstty that exi&ted for. the. 6r60tioh of s\iUable school b'oildings in 
healthfill atid c6'nvenient Idealities was a'snbject that early etigaged the &,t- 
tentiofi of the Board, and one that every day's experience prevented from 
beirVg torgotteii. After niuch consideration of the sulj^ct, and riot without 
some ftiisglvings as to the.mafrner in which the outlay— n-ecessarily large *-^ 
for the pui^chase of suitable sites, and iihe erection of siiitable buildings. 
Would be vie'Wed by the public, ma:rty of whom appeared not too well satis- 
fied With iheir increased taxation, the Board at an early date determined 
that such an ejipebditure wasesfirentially necessary tQ the economic and effi- 
cx^nX working gf 'tli« school s^stfem in tire Town. Two sites i^ iocaM^s in 
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every respect desirable, were finally selected, and negotiations for their pur- 
chase immediately opened with the owners. One of these, a lot 1*20 x 160 
feet, on the corner of Stanley and Winter Streets, was 8(»on after purchased 
for the sum of ?4,400, and arrangements made for leasing the other, — a lot 
of about the same dimensions on the Adelaide Koad. Not anticipating ^ny 
difficulty in the way of disposing of debentures, which certainly were cow- 
venient modes of investment, and had the whole district as a guaranty for 
their being safe ones, the Board entered into contracts for the erection of a 
brick building on each site, sufficiently large, when completed, for the ac- 
commodation of 600 scholars each. On the first mentioned site a foundation 
wall was erected at a cost of $1,500, but since its completion nothing further 
has been done, as by that time circumstances had arisen which prevented 
the Board from selling their debentures except at a discount they did not 
feel justified in submitting to. The supplies thus being stopped, the Board 
had no course open to them to adopt except to cancel the contracts into 
which they had entered, and rest contentedly until affairs should assume an 
aspect more favourable for the carrying out of their intentions — an event, 
whose arrival the Board regret to say they are compelled to delay recording 
until some future period. 

Teachers* Salaries. 

Situated in such close proximity to the City of Saint John as Portland, is, 
and lacking many of the advantages, in point of residence, which the City 
possesses, it is perhaps not much to be wondered at that the tendency among 
teachers is to seek employment there in preference. Though the Board 
have on one or two occasions experienced some trouble and inconvenience 
from this fact, they have thus far been fortunate enough to secure the ser- 
vices of teachers who compare favourably with those of the City and of other 
places. At all events the Board have not yet found the evil one of sufficient 
magnitude to warrant them in applying the only remedy in their power, — 
i. e. higher remunerations. The following is the scale of salaries fixed by the 
Board, exclusive of Government allowance, and to this scale they have to 
this time adhered with only one exception, made under somewhat peculiar 
circumstances : — 

1st class male teachers $500 per annum, 
2ud do 380 do 

3rd do 800 do 

1st class female teachers 290 do 
2nd do 210 do 

3rd do 150 do 

The salaries paid to the teachers of the High School are somewhat in ad- 
vance of those paid to first class male teachers, as the duties are more im- 
portant, and the branches taught mucji more advanced than in the other 
schools. In addition to his work as Head Master of that school, Mr. Morri- 
son acts as Superintendent of ^11 the schools, devoting about one half of his 
time to his duties in that capacity. Whether the same amount should bo 
paid in all cases to teachers holding the same class license, quite irrespective 
of their professional experience, or the possession of those many, perhaps, 
minor but still important, qualifications, which form no part in the classifi-. 
cation examinations, but which nevertheless exert so powerful an influence 
in shaping the minds, morals, and manners of children, is a question which 
has receivied some discussion by the Board, and upon which there is some 
diversity of opiuioUt So far no case has come before them, where either the 
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superiority of attainments or the amount of experience was so marked as to 
call for the establishment of any precedent by departing from the general 
rule. Should such an instance occur, the Board think it a question worthy 
of much consideration whether, irrespective altogether of class, the posses- 
sion of eminent qualifications such as those alluded to, has not a clear, re- 
cognizable money value to those for whose benefit these qualifications are to 
be used. 

Income and Expenditure. 

The amount required by the Board from the Town Council in the year 
1872, on all accounts, was ^18,000, while that for the present year amounted 
to but $12,428 ; the first sum in reality covering a period of some eighteen 
months, while the latter only covers a period of twelve. Of these sums up- 
wards of about $2,000 of the first amount, and $8,000 of the last, remained 
uncollected on the 1st of November last, leaving the Board, in addition to 
their other difliculties, the inconvenience of a want of means ; a condition of 
things which rendered it necessary for the Board from time to time to nego- 
tiate loans with the Government, to the extent in all of $12,000, in order to 
enable them to respond to the engagements into which they had entered. 
Of this sum $4,000 were returned previous to November 1st, and $2,C00 more 
have been repaid since. 

Appended to this Report will be found a Tabular Statement of Income and 
Expenditure for the two school years just ended, showing the sources of 
income and the principal divisions of expenditure. The figures in the state- 
ment for 1872 have been audited and found correct; those in the latter are 
substantially correct, though some unadjusted accounts outstanding may 
possibly cause some little variation in the amounts. 

There will also be found appended to this Report tabular statements of 
the state of the schools before the present Act came into force, «nd at the 
end of each of the two School Terms since. A comparison of the Tables will 
reveal two facts worthy of notice— ^/ir^^, that teachers of a better standing 
have been engaged, and second^ that the number of children at school is 
largely increased. In connection^ with this latter point, it is only right to 
advert to the fact, that a large number of Roman Catholic children, formerly 
attending the public schools, have 'latterly beea withdrawn from them, so 
that the increase in the number of children attending school is in reality 
larger by probably two or three hundred than even the tabular statement 
shows. There are, however, many other improvements on the old state of 
things which tables cannot exhibit. The school premises have been made 
comparatively comfortable and convenient where they were before neither 
the one nor the other ; the schools have been graded as well as circum- 
stances would permit, an uniform system of teaching and description of text 
books have been introduced, and the school rooms have been furnished with 
convenient furniture. The discipline in most of the schools has been good, 
in many of them particularly so. Only two cases have arisen calling for 
suspension, and but a very few instances of complaint either on the part ot 
teachers or scholars, in fact only one that presented any very serious phases, 
or any difficulties in the way of a speedy adjustment, and one apparently 
satisfactory to all parties. As to the present state of the schools it may not 
be amiss to make a few extracts from the Report of our Superintendent, 
Mr. Morrison, made to the Board at the close of the last Term. He says, 
after speaking of the number of scholars in the several grades — " The pu- 
pils in grades 1 and 2, primary, cannot read beyond the second Royal Reader, 
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nor work arithmetic beyond subtraction. With these we have adopted the 
* look and say' method of teaching to read. From the very first, they are 
learning to print small words, first from copies set by the teachers on the 
black boards, and afterwards from dictation. They have also stated lessons 
on objects, form and colour; and learn- the primary steps in arithmetic. 
Grades 3 and 4 primary take a more extended course of arithmetic, including 
notation, enumeration, and the application of the four simple rules to practi- 
cal questions, arising out of the transactions of real life. Oral lessons are 
continued as in the other grades, with spelling, writing from dictation, and 
writing abstracts of the lessons rend. * * * The progress made by those 
pupils who are advanced from grade to grade ot our schools, is, upon the 
whole, cheering and satisfactory. Our greatest difficulty is with those who 
have not had the advantages of systematic graduation, and in bringing up 
the work which they should have performed in previous stages. * * * 
When we began to work the free schools in the Town, arithmetic and gram- 
mar were presented to the children in so dry, and, I might almost say, re- 
pulsive a manner, that but little real progress could be expected. Rules in 
abundance were committed to memory, but little trouble Was taken to show 
that these rules, which it had cost so much labor to learn, and the operations 
depending upon them, had any relation to the business of life. A great 
change in this respect for the better is now seen in all the schools." 

The Board do not deem it necessary to occupy further time, having already 
adverted to all the points on which it is their duty to report. They hope 
that when next they are called upon to present an account of their acts and 
proceedings, the material at their disposal will be even better than at present, 
and show more clearly and decidedly the advantages of the new system, now 
that many of the difficulties, which stood in the way at its introductiv>n, have 
been removed. It will be the policy of the Board in the future^ as it has 
been in the past, to expend the fnnds entrusted to their control under the 
conviction that the credit and standing of the Town they represent require 
that they should always be economical, but never mean ; and to administer 
the law under which they have existence as a Board, with liberality and im- 
partiality to all classes and creeds ; being well convinced that while such a 
course will deserve no laudation from those Who are satisfied with the Act 
and its practical working, it will at least merit no blame or censure from 
those who regarded its introduction with disfavour, and see in its operation 
only harshness and oppression. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. ^ 

T. B. BARKER, Chairman. 
Portland^ DecembeVj 1873. 



P. Ill, 
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TABUI^AR ftTATSMKIKT Ho. 1. 



State of Schools when School Law came into operation. 





No of 
Teaiberp. 


Class of Teachers. 


No. of Scholar* on 
Ke^Uter. 


Average 
attendauce. 




Male. 


Female. 


I. 


II. 


III. 


Kfl. 


1179 






14 


15 


U. 


p. 


M. 


P. 


M. 


P. 


P. 




29 


8 


1 


10 


8 


1 


5 


1 


703 



State op Schools 1st November 18T2. 






No. of 
Teachers. 



Class or TzACHBBSr 



No. of Scrholars on 
Kegister. 



ATeragD 
attendance. 



Male. 


Female. 


I 




II. 


III. 


15 


16 


M. 


p. 


M. 


p. 


M. 


P. 


5 


6 


9 


5 


.1 


5 


^ 

















Male, .. .. S74 
Female, •• .. 92S 

Total, ... 1802 



1019 



State op Schools 1st Notember 1873. 






No. of 
Teachers. 



Class ot Teachers. 



No. of Scholars on 
Ke£l»ter. 



Arcragc 
attendance. 



31 



Male. 


Female. 


] 


[.• 


II. 


III. 


15 


19 


M. 


p. 


M. 


p. 


M. 


p. 


7 


7 


6 


9 


2 


8 



Male, 
Female, 

Total, 



. 869 

. 048 

1817 



1064 
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TABUIiAR STATKn£IVT So. 9. 



Statement op Income to November 13, 1872. 



From what source derived. 



Amount. 



Local Aspessment, 

County School Fund, (one Term) 

Debentures sold, 

Government Loaa, ... ••• 



Total, 



^2,408 48 
1,948 87 
3,200 00 

10,000 00 



$17,557-35 



Statement of Expenditure to November 13, 1873. 



On what account. 


Amount. 


School Furniture, 


> * • * • 








... ■ 


$4,4t)t) 85 


Repairs, 




»•• 








•••. 


732 67 


New School Building, . 




t*. 








•«• 


1,946 80 


Fuel, 














546 36 


Attendance, 




,, 










160 52 


Incidental Expenses, 




,, 










28 74 


Printing, Stationery, &c. 




«« 










2M2 23 


Rents, including Office, ., 




• • 










1,140 28 


Salaries, 




,, 










8,330 75 


Salary of Secretary, 




«, 










550 00 


Interest, 




,, 










201 00 


Insurance, 




- 


Total, 








70 48 








$18,430 68 



Statement op Income from 1st November 1872, to 1st November 1873. 



From what source derived. 



A^mount. 



Local Assessment, 

i'ounty School Fund, (two Terms) 

Debentures sold. 

Government Loan, 



Total, 



817.f.60 97 
3.481 63 

" 4,400 00 
2,000 00 


»27,442 


60 
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1878 



Tabular Atatenient IVo. a.— ContfMwetf. 



Statement or Expenditure 


FROM Ibt November 1872, to 1st November 1873. 


On what account. 


Amount. 


School Furniture, 








»426 27 


Eepairs, 


• •• • 










297 69 


School site, 


>•• .1 










4,400 00 


Fuel, 


t ». . 










471 11 


Attendance, 


>.. . 










304 18 


Incidental Expenses, 


• •• . 










66 29 


Printing, Stationery, &c. 












30 00 


Rents, including Office, 


.•• 










2,101 00 


Salaries, 


... 










10,003 89 


Salary of Secretary, 


1.. .« 










600 00 


Interest, 


• •• « 










456 00 


Insurance, 


... • 










74 48 


Books for indigent pupils, 










2 56 


Government, on account Loan, . 










4,000 00 


l^ew School Building, ..• 










293 25 


Petty office expenses, ... 










26 58 






Tota 


I, 


$23,553 30 
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IL-CITY OF FREDERICTON. 



A. F. RANDOLPH, Esqaire, Chaiskait. 

J. A. MoRRisow, Esq. Thos. Dowliwg» Esq. 

G. E. Fenett, Esq. C. H. B. Fisher, Esq, 

Z. R. Eyebett, Esq. G. F. Athbbton, Esq. 

Julius L. Ikches, Esq., Secretary. 



To THEODORE H. RAND, Esquire, M. A. 

Chief SuPEBurTENDEirr or Education. 

Sir,— 

The Board of School Trustees of Fredericton submit, for the school 
year ended October 31st, the following Report of the Schools established in 
this City under the Common Schools Acts of 1871 and 1873. In doing so, 
the Board are gratified in being able to report the continued improvement 
of the Schools under their charge; and although it cannot yet be claimed 
that thej- are all that could be desired, the Trustees have no hesitation in 
asserting that a marked improvement has been made, since their last Report, 
and that the education now imparted to the children of this Dtstrict will 
bear favorable comparison with that of a few year's back. In confirmation 
of this, the following extracts from several reports made to the Board by Mr. 
Crocket, Principal of the Training School, are given : — 

*' In making a general observation, I am happy to be able to state that the 
Schools, more especially the Elementary, are well conducted ; afid that the 
pupils are deriving no ordinary advantages from the system of instruction 
furnished. Each teacher, without exception, seems anxious for the success 
of his department; and while some exhibit more skilland greater aptitude 
than others, all are laboring earnestly to the best of their ability. The course 
of instruction prescribed by the Board is, so far as circumstances will permit, 
in most cases, carried out, though in a few instances not very intelligently. 
In the cases where the requirements of the curriculem were exceeded, it was 
urged in excuse, that the pupils had purchased text books, and had been 
classified before the Board had announced the subjects of the different 
grades." -T-Oc/. 22, 1872. 

" I am happy to be able to state that the Term just closed has been marked 
generally, by considerable improvement in all matters relating to their (the 
Schools) internal management ; that the teachers, without exception, appear 
to have labored assiduously, and most of them intelligently, and to good 
purpose." * * * 

*'The character of the teaching (in the Collegiate School) is eminently 
calculated to create and keep alive an interest in the subiect of study, and 
to stimulate and strengthen the mind. The thorough arill to which each 
class is subjected cannot but produce accurate scholarship, while the encour- 
agement held out to each pupil to express his views on the various points 
involved in the lesson, must lead to independent thinking. I listened one 
day to the reading of an English class, and spent one afternoon in hearing 
two Latin classes go through their exercises, one by Mr. Parkin and the 
other by Mr. Bridges ; and the whole exercises in themselves gave evidence 
of careful training. It weis wftnife^t that a high and source} tone^f feeling 
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and opinion pervaded the whole school, producing manliness of character^ 
and ehabling the teachers to combine ample liberty with excellent order and 
discipline. 

*' Mr. Creed's department. * * * I spent one afternoon in this depart- 
ment, and witnessed exercises in reading, grammar, and arithmetic. These 
were of a very elementary character for a high school, but were necessitated 
by the limited attainments of the pupils when they entered, — only six 
month's ago. From the manner in which Mr. Creed conducted the classes, 
it WIS evident he was master of his work. The incorrect answers of the 
pupils were very skilfully handled, and made the means of imparting much 
information, and what is of more importance, calling forth no little mental 
eftort. From what I witnessed that afternoon, and on several other occa- 
sions when I visited the school, I hesitate not to say that the mode of teach- 
ing pursued in this department is based upon sound principles, and must 
result in the substantial interests of the pupils.'* — April 30, 1878. 

*' I am happy in being able to record improvement in sevural important 
parttcnlars, viz. the character of the instruction, the discipline, and attend- 
ance of the pupils. 

*' The improvement in the mode of imparting instruction is more evident 
in the elementary than in the advanced departments. Most of the teachers 
in the elementary grades adapt their instructions to the nature of their 
young charge. They have abandoned those abstract subjects, or at least 
those abstract modes of dealing with them, which tend only to perplex the 
child, and to give him a distaste for school work. He is required to deal 
only with snch subjects as are within the range of his sympathies, and is led 
on step by step, to find out for himself those things which, if merely com- 
municated to him, would neither exercise his intelligence nor awaken his 
curiosity. The generally increased interest in these grades is very perce[i- 
tible. An improvement in this respect is also discernible in the advanced 
departments ; but the methods too frequently employed still partake more 
of a mechanical than an intellectual character. It is true that much mechani- 
cal drill is required in such schools, but appeals to the reasoning faculties, 
especially at the period when they begin to manifest themselves, is too im- 
portant a matter to be entirely overlooked, as is the case in two or three 
instances. The teachers however, with scarcely an exception, exert their 
best ettbrts fo promote the interests of their pupils. 

** With respect to the discipline, I am satisfied that order is maintained 
by very mild means. In some of the schools order naturally arises out of 
the very condition of the schools ; the activities of the children, instead of 
being regarded as a trouble and a pest, and as such to be repressed, are en- 
couraged and properly directed. There is in all the schools, so far as I 
know, an absence of that harsh and unjustifiable treatment which too long 
characterized school discipline. The number of pupils registered is larger 
than formerly, the whole number on the Registers is 1022, thus giving an 
average of forty six pupils to each Teacher." — OeU 1873. 

The Trustees have had considerable difficulty in the proper grading of 
the pupils, many of whom being very deficient in some one or more branches, 
while their attainments in some subjects, and their age, would seem to war- 
rant their being placed in a higher grade. This difficulty will disappear as 
the pupils are more thoroughly trained in all the dopartments. 

The half-yearly examinations have had a good efl:ect on the several schools, 
an increasing interest being manifest, not only on the part of the pupils, but 
also b^ X\iQ public, WitU a view of comparing the difierentgschools in tho 
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same gratle; and giving the public an opportunity of witnessing tlie exami- 
nations, all the Schools were assembled in the Exhibition Palace immediately 
before the Summer Vacation, it being the only building large enouirh to 
accommodate all at the same time. The result was highly satisfactory. 
-A bout seven hundred pupils wqre present, and many hundreds of the peoi»le, 
who seemed much interested in the exercises. It is to be regretted that tho 
Board have not yet been in a position to ofter prizes to deserving pupils, but 
it i-* probable a few prizes may be awarded at the next Summer examination. 

The defective state of the school accommodation in some parts of the Dis- 
trict has given the Board much anxiety, particularly at Morrison's Mills, 
and the upper end of the City. The small school house near Morrison's 
Mills would only accommodate one half the children, the other half had 
been removed into four different rooms furnished by Mr. Morrison or x\lr. 
Estey, without any charge, but all quite unsuitable for school purposes, and 
these could not be given h)nger. The Board therefore determined to put 
up a building large enough to accommodate all the children, without incur- 
ritig any unnecessary expense, A contract for such a building was made 
with Mr. Alexander Mitchell, for one thousand dollars; and the Board is 
gratified in being able to state that Mr. Mitchell completed his contract in 
every way satisfactorily. A small additional expense was incurred for out-^ 
buildings, &c. The building is now occupied by two schools with about 
eighty pupils. 

The other district in which most inconvenience has been felt from want 
of suitable buildings is the upper portion of the City, The Orange Hall 
was the only building that could be got, and it has proved quite unfit for so 
large a number of children. The large Hall was divided by a board par- 
tition, which, did not prevent the noise of one department disturbing the 
pupils in the other. The other room on the upper flat is of a very objection- 
able shape, being long and narrow, wnth windows in one end only. 1 he 
ground flat is quite as bad, the children attending the second department 
having' to pass through the first, rendering it very diflicnit to maintain order. 
The (»nly yard that could be got was a portion of the adjoining lot, merely 
sutKcient for out^buildings, the streets being the only play-ground firr the 
children, which caused great annoyance to those living jiear, and rendered 
it impossible for the teachers to give the children that care and supervision 
during recess, that is necessary fur the proper discipline of the schools. The 
Board felt the absolute necessity of providing better accommodation, and at 
one time intended purchasing gr.)und and erecting a building, plans of which 
were prepared; but the expense — estimated at abojat twelve thousand dollars, 
—deterred the Board from proceeding any further, and it was con^^luded 
more prudent to delay until it could be ascertained whether or not the Bap- 
tist (Seminary could be purchased. During the past summer the Board 
learned that the Seminary was for sale, and offered five thousand dollars for 
it, payable in Debentures at par. This offer has been accepted, thereby 
relieving the Board from any further anxiety on this subject, as the Seminary 
is most eligibly situated in the middle of a large lot, affording ample'rootu 
for play-grounds and out-buildings. 

The building Avill require considerable alterations in its internal arrange- 
ments, the cost of which will be about one thousand dollars*. It will then 
Lave six good rooms capable of seating about three hundred and fifty pupils, 
nearly one hundred and fifty more'than the Orange Hall. By this arrange- 
ment ample room is provided for all the children at present demanding ad- 
mittance without increasing the annu|il expenditure much beyond what it 
has been heiretofore, as tho following estimate will show -"^ ^<^ i 
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Yearly rent of the Orange llall, 

Do. Yard, 

Yearly expense of Out-buildings, 


••• 
■•• 

cent. 

••• 


$250 00 
15 00 
20 00 


Cost of Seminary, $5,000 00 

Cost of alterations, 1,000 00 

$6,000 00 at 6 per 

Additional cost per annum, 


$285 00 

$360 00 
$75 00 



From this a deduction might fairly be made for rent of the dwelling apart- 
ments underneath the school, which will probably be occupied by the Janitor 
and taken into account in fixing his salary ; but this may be allowed to go 
as a set off to any extra expenditure that may be incurred. The sanitary 
advantages in favour of the Seminary are so great that the Board do not 
consider it necessary to do more than allude to them. 

The Board is of opinion that the'purchasing of the Seminary on the terms 
stated above is very advantageous to the City. The price asked for the 
Seminary in the first instance was two thousand dollars more, but in con- 
sideration of the liberal assistance formerly given to it by the citizens of 
Fredericton, and the strong desire on the part of the owners that it should 
still be used for educational purposes, they, in the most liberal spirit, 
accepted the offer of the Board. 

There now remains but one small district within the jurisdiction of this 
Board which requires a school building, that is the lower end of the Parish 
adjoining Sunbury. It was the intention of the Board to erect a building 
there last year, but as a proposition was made to unite this district with the 
adjoining one in Sunbury, so that one school would do for both districts, the 
intention of the Board was not carried out. As there is no prospect of 
the union taking place, (all negotiations for that purpose having failed), it 
will be necessary to provide a small inexpensive building, which will pro- 
bably be done next summer. 

The Board cannot allow the present opportunity to pass without remark- 
ing upon the excellent school-houses provided for the children of this City, 
although they are not without defects, nor are they such a^ the Board would 
have built. They have many advantages,^ and have been procured at a 
comparatively small cost. The arrangement made with the Senate of the 
University for the High School is altogether in favor of the City, and most 
liberal on the part of the Senate. The same remarks will apply to the 
arrangements made with the Board of Education for the Model School. 
The Park Barracks has only cost the City the expense of alterations, and 
will be good for many years. The Seminary and the new building at Mor- 
rison's Mills have already been referred to. Attached to all these buildings 
are large play-grounds,- and suitable out-buildings. The school houses are 
also well located and convenient for most of the children. 

Accompanying this Report are Tabular Statements of the Schools, and 
also of Income and Expenditure. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Board of School Trustees.. 

JULIUS L. INCHES, Secretary. 
Frederietoriy JDecemiery 1873. 
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TABUI^AR STATfinfilVT A. 



Statement of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Board of School Trustees of Frederic- 
ton, from February 1, 1873, to December 31«f, 1873. 



RECEIPTS 



By Balance from former Account, 

Debentures sold, 

City Taxes, 

County Fund, 

Tuition Fees, (non-resident pupils). 



1330 37 


890 88 


9000 00 


1079 71 


23 33 



111,324 29 



EXPENDITURES. 






To Buildings,— 


1 




Park Barracks, ... 


$128 41 . 






Collegiate and Old Grammar, 


150 04 






Orange Hall, 


8 71 






Doak Settlement, 


3 60 






Morrison's Mills, 


155 40 


, 




Do. New Building, 


1040 00 


91,486 16 










Furniture and furnishing, 


t ••• 


89 06 




School Apparatus, 


't. 


55 04 




Total Expenditure on Permanent Ace 


»1,630 26 




Fuel, 


»684 83 






School Contingencies, 


161 38 






Office do. , 


3 63 






Books for indigent pupils, 


7 80 






Secretary's salary, 


375 00 






Janitors, 


682 03 






Rents, ••• ... ... ... ... 


451 50 






Teachers' salaries, 


5045 13 






Interest, 


18 00 






Printing, 


12 90 






Insurance, 


15 00 






City Auditors, 


40 00 






Legal expenses, 


51 50 


7,548 70 




Total Expenditure on Current Acc't. 


... 










9,178 96 




... 


Balance Cash on hand, ... 


$2,145 33 



P. 111. 
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TABUIiAB STATfiHEIiT B. 



From November 1st, 1872, to April 30/A, 1873. 



Designation of 
School. 



Teachbb. 



Bate of 

annual salary 

from 

Trustees. 



No. of 
Boys. 



No. of 
Girls. 



Total 
Pupils. 



Average 
attendance. 



Collegiate, 



Park Barracks, 



Orange Hall, 



Old Grammar, 
Model, 

Morrison's Mill, 
Estey's Mill, 
Wisely, 
Doak Settlement, 



G. R. Parkin, 
H. S. Bridges, 
H. C. Creed, 
L. J. Gregory, 
F. P. Rivet, 
W. P. Hayes, 
L. Pickard, 
J. Peters, 
M. N. Jacob, 
J. Moore, 
A. L. Wheeler, 
J. L. M'Innis, 
S. E. Bruce, 
A. N. Atherton, 
A. M. Clark, 
E. R. Scovil, 
E. S. Miller, 
H. C. Magee, 
E. Minard, 
C. H. Tweedie, 
L. M*Kay, 
A. Perkins, 
H. Clayton, 
L. N. Coy, 



$350 
250 
760 
390 
250 
200 
200 
200 
200 
400 
200 
600 
200 
200 
200 
200 
350 
200 
110 
110 
150 
350 
200 
200 



53 


... 


53 


10 


20 


30 


12 


23 


35 


22 


52 


74 


28 


20 


48 


29 


18 


47 


24 


19 


43 


28 


28 


56 


31 


20 


^1 


6 


18 


24 


16 


23 


39 


43 


41 


• 84 « 


38 


34 


■ 72 


18 


29 


47 


11 


16 


27 


26 


19 


45 


18 


10 


28 


20 


15 


35 


21 


19 


40 


23 


26 


49 


25 


14 


39 


8 


16 


24 


17 


10 


27 


527 


490 


*1017 



40 

21.94 

21.71 

25 

19 

28.65 

21 

39.47 

32 

15.86 

26.61 

45 

45.62 

34 

20 

31.16 

11.21 

24.08 

25 

25 

23 

17.41 

14.94 

607.69 



* Less 59 pupils attending Mr. Rivet's classes, whose names are on other Registers, — 
equal to 958 pupils in all. 
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Tabular Statement IB.— Coftflftteetf. 



From May 1st, 1873, to October 81st, 1873. 



Designation of 
School. 



Teacher. 



Rate of 

annual salary 

from 

Trustees. 



No. of 
Boys. 



No. of 

Girls. 



Total 
Pupils. 



Average 
attendance. 



Collegiate, 


G. R. Parkin, 
H. 8. Bridges, 


»350 1 
250 1 


52 


.*• 


52 


35.50 




L. J. Gregory, 


390 


13 


26 


39 


22.20 




H. C. Creed, 


750 


1 


23 


24 


16.55 




F. P. Rivet, 


250 


16 


53 


69 


9.75 


Park Barracks, 


H. C. Magee, 


200 


50 


41 


91 


48.75 




L. Pickard, 


200 


36 


22 


58 


38.80 




J. Peters, 


200 


37 


13 


50 


25 




M. N. Jacob, 


200- 


26 


34 


60 


38.59 




J. Moore, 


400 


28 


9 


37 


25 




A. L. Wheeler, 


200 


2 


26 


28 


18.60 




J. L. M'Innis, 


600 


18 


21 


39 


24.62 


Orange Hall, 


8. C. Bruce and 1 
L. A. Hartt, j 


200 


52 


56 


108 


57.13 




A. N. Atherton, 


200 


38 


32 


70 


38.91 




A. M. Clark, 


200 


28 


24 


52 


31 




E. N. Scovil, 


200 


12 


23 


35 


24 




E. 8. Miller, 


350 


24 


16 


40 


25 


Model, 


E. Minard, 


110 


26 


16 


42 


35.07 




C. H. Tweedie, 


110 


22 


19 


41 


33.50 


Morrison's Mills, 


L. M'Kay, 


200 


24 


28 


52 


28 




C. A. Yandall, 


380 


13 


17 


30 


17 


Doak Settlement, 


L. Coy, 


200 


22 


15 


37 


13.83 


Wisely's, 


H. Clayton, 


200 


9 
549 


13 

527 


22 
*1076 


13.51 




620.11 



" Less 64 pupils attending Mr. Rivet's classes, whose names are on other Registers, — 
equal to 1022 pupils in aU. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 



Of Audit. 

Z. R. EvEBBTT, Esq. C. H. B. Fishbb, Esq. 

Of Scliool SuperTlsion. 

For Section 1, below Saint John Street. 
J. A. MoBBisoN, Esq. Z. R. Evebett, Esq. 

For Section 2, between Saint John and Xork Streets. 
Q. E. Fbnett, Esq. Thos. Dowiing, Esq. C. H. B. Fisheb, 

For Section 3, above York Street. 
A. F. Randolph, Esq. G. F. Athebton, Esq. 
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IIL-TOWN OF WOODSTOCK. 



L. F. FISHER, Esquire, Chaibman. 

David Munbob, Esq. * Jambs Dbtsdalb, Esq. 

Samuel Watts, Esq. A. J. Smaix, Esq. 

G. W. Vamwabt, Esq. J. C. Winslow, Esq. 

W. F. Dibbles, Esq., Secretary. 



To THEODORE H. RAKD, Esquire, M. A. 

Chxbf Sufbbintbndent of Edvcatiok. 

Sir,— 

The Board of School Trustees for the Town of Woodstock beg leave to 
submit the following Report of their proceedings for the year 1873, under 
the Common Schools Act 1871 : — 

They have had the present year seven Schools in operation in the Town 
under their jurisdiction, i. e, five Primary, one Advanced, and the Grammar 
School. The number of pupils on the Registers of these Schools is 374, 
with a daily attendance of 211 ; or about fifty one per cent, of the pupils 
enrolled on the Registers was in daily attendance. 

The grading of the Schools is not as perfect as it should be, owing to the 
fact that the Schools are at present located in difterent parts of the Town, 
and a great deal of difficulty arises with both parents and pupils in changing 
the scholars to any other school than the one nearest them ; but this diffi- 
culty will be obviated when we have the schools principally in one building. 
This the Trustees hope to accomplish before the end <»f another school year. 

In last year's Report the Trustees informed you that they had purchased 
the building known as the Presbyterian College, with the lands attached. 
The land is 142 J rods in extent, or a little over three fourths of an acre. 

The Trustees have entered into a contract with William Craig & Sons, of 
Woodstock, to finish the College building, which is to be completed by the 
first day of September next. When finished, there will be ample accommo- 
dation for from three to four hundred scholars, as there will be nine school- 
rooms, with cloak-rooms attached to each. 

The Trustees are in negotiation for a lot of land on the south side of the 
Maduxnakik, and which they hope to obtain, for the erection of a Primary 
school house, as they consider the distance from the southern end of the 
Town to the College too far for small children to attend school. 

The Income and Expenditure of the Board of Trustees for the year are as 
follows : — 

RECEIPTS. 
To Cash on hand, ... ... ... .|. ... ... 

Amount from Assessment, 1872, ... 

County School Fund, Winter Term, 

Do. do. Summer Term, 

Amount from Assessment, 1873, 

Rent of College dwelling, 

Tuition fees, pupils outside Districts, 

Carried fomardy ?3,690 84 
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ei40 57 


1388 00 


386 27 


342 84 


1370 00 


50 00 


13 16 
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Brought forward^ 


«3,690 84 


EXPENDITURE. 






By Paid Insurance, 






$36 87 




Paid Interest on Debentures, ... 






66 00 




Debenture and Interest paid, ... 






608 50 




Rents, 






128 51 




Pump for Well at College, 






17 85 




Furniture, 






22 29 




Repairs, 






29 07 




Wood and carting, 






148 97 




Teachers' Salaries, 






1049 44 




Secretary's Salary, half year, ... 






50 00 




Craig, on acceptance of contract. 






600 00 




Repairs on College cellar. 






26 20 




Incidentals, 






67 35 


$2,850 05 






Balance on hand, 


... «. • 

RE ACCOUNT. 


... 


$840 79 


DEBENTU 




When issued. Amount. 


Debbktusbs. 


When due. 


July 15, 1872. $200 00 Favor of ( 


]. G. Glass, 


15th 


July, 1887. 


" " 1000 00 
« « 1000 ^0 











The above Debentures were given in payment for the College Building 
and grounds. 

Respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Board. 

W. F. DIBBLEE, Secretary. 
' Wqodstocky December Ylih, 1873. 
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IV.-CITY OF SAINT JOHN. 



SOARI^ OF SCBOOIi TRUSTBES. 



1872. 

Wm. H. a. Kbaks, Esqnire, Chairnum. 
John Botd, Esquire, 
Chas. a. EysbetTi Esqnire, 
Alexandbb Locehabt, Esqnire, 
A. Chipman Smith, Esqnlre, 
Thos. Fublong, Esqnlre, (resigned) 

' John V-. Ellis, Esquire, 
Zebedbx Ring, Esquire. 

John Mabch, Secretary. 
John Bennet, Ph. D., City Superintendent. 



1873. 
Wm. H. a. Kxanb, Esq. Chairman, (resigned.) 
Chas. A. Eybbbtt, Esquire, Chairman. 
John Botd, Esquire, 
Chas. H. Eaibweatheb, Esquire, 
Alexandeb Lockhabt, Esquire, 
A. Chipman Smith, Esquire, 
John V. Ellis, Esquire, 
Zebbdee Kino, Esquire. 

John Mabch, Secretary. 
John Bennet, Ph. D., City Superintendent. 



STAMOIMO COlimiTTBBS. 



On Rules and Regulations. 

CHAIRMAN, Messrs. ELLIS, FAIRWEATHER. 

On Accounts. 

Messrs. LOCKHART, SMITH, BOYD. 

On Real Estate and School Buildings. 

CHAIRMAN, Messrs. LOCKHART, RING, ELLIS, SMITH. 



CHAIRMAN, 



On Teachers and Salaries. 

Messrs. BOYD, RING, ELLIS, 



SMITH. 



On Contingencies. 

Mr. FAIRWEATHER, CHAIRMAN, Mr. SMITH^ 
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BYE-LAWS 
Of tlie Board of School Trustees of Saint JToliii. 



ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD. 

Section 1. — ^The Board of School Trustees of the City of Saint John is constituted by 
the 58th Section of " The Common Schools Act 1871," and is composed of seven members, 
three of whom, including the Chairman, are appointed by the Governor in Council, and 
four by the Common Council of the City. Four members of the Board constitute a quo- 
rum. In the absence of the Chairman, the Board is authorized to appoint a Chairman 
temporarily. 

Section 2. — The Board is authorized by Law to appoint a Secretary, at a salary not 
exceeding $1,000 a year. The Secretary shall be elected by written ballot, and shall 
hold office during the pleasure of the 3oard. 

Section 3. — At the first regular meeting in each year, the Board shall elect, viva voccy 
the following Standing Committees : — 

(1). On Rules and Regulations. 

(2). On Accounts. 

(3). On Real Estate and School-buildings. 

(4). On Teachers and Salaries. 

(5). On Contingencies. 

The Member first named on a Committee shall be the Chairman, unless otherwise 
agreed upon by the Committee. 

Section 4. — The Board shall hold its regular meetings on the second Tuesday of each 
month, at three o'clock, p. M. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman, when- 
ever he shall deem it necessary, or whenever three members of the Board shall request 
him to do so. Printed or written notice of each meeting must be sent to the members. 

Section 5. — The Board shall, at its regular meeting in October, or at a special meet- 
ing to be held in that month, appoint the Teachers for the coming year ; and shall, from 
time to time, fill such vacancies as may occur, or direct the Committee on Teachers to 
do so. • 

DUTIES OF CHAIRMAN. 

Section 1. — The Chairman shall call the Board to order at the hour appointed for 
meeting, and cause the "records of the last meeting to be read as soon as a quorum is pre- 
sent. Business shall proceed in the following order, unless the Board otherwise direct : — 

(1). Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 
(2). Reading of communications and action thereon. 
(3). Reports of Committees. 
(4). Motions, Orders, Resolutions, Petitions„&c. 

Section 2. — The Chairman shall preserve order in the meetings, and he shall decide 
all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the Board by any member, which appeal 
shall be decided forthwith; he may speak on points of order in preference to other mem- 
bers. 

Section 3.— The Chairman shall name the member entitled to the floor when two or 
more claim it. 
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Section 4. — The Chairman shall state to the Board, in their order, all motions when 
seconded, and they shall be acted upon, unless withdrawn by the mover previoos to an 
amendment. He shall also declare the result of each vote. 

Section 5. — The Chairman shall consider a motion to adjourn always in order, except 
when a member has the floor, or a question has been put and not decided. 

Section 6. — All Special Committees shall be nominated by the Chairman, unless other- 
wise ordered by the Board. 

Section 7. — Members shall always address the Chairman when introducing a resolu- 
tion or other matters, and shall avoid personalities and other interruptions. All motions 
shall be seconded before discussion, and the Chairman may require any motion to be put 
in writing. 

Section 8. — The action of the Board on any question may be reconsidered, at the same 
meeting, by a majority of the members present; but, at a subsequent meeting, a majority 
of the whole Board shall be required. 

Section 9. — Every member present shall vote, unless excused by the Board. 

Section 10. — If objection to the reading of any paper is made it shall be decided by 
the vote of the Board. 

Section 11. — The Chairman shall deposit in the Bank designated by the Board all 
School moneys which shall come into his hands, and he shall draw checks, countersigned 
by the Secretary, for the payment of all bills approved by the Committee on Accounts, or 
ordered by the Board. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Section 1. — The Committee on Rules and Regulations shall take into careful conside- 
ration every proposition to repeal or to amend any Rule or Regulation which is referred 
to them by the Board, and shall report in writing, stating their reasons for or against the 
proposed alteration, and no such proposition shall be acted upon by the Board until afler 
it has been referred to this or some other Committee and reported on. 

Section 2. — The Accounts Committee shall have a general supervision of the Finances 
of the Board. They shall audit all Bills presented for payment, and no account shall be 
paid without the sanction of the Committee, or of the Board ; and they shall annually 
submit to the Board, at its regular or at a special meeting in March, an estimate of the 
amount required for school services for the year. 

Section 3. — The Committee on School-houses and Real Estate shall have charge of all 
Real Estate and School buildings which may be owned or leased by the Board. They 
shall consider all propositions for the erection of new buildings, or the alteration or repairs 
of old buildings, warming and ventilating of School-houses, and generally all matters con- 
nected with School-buildings, and shall veport in writing to the Board. 

Section 4. — Should a necessity arise for the appointment of a Teacher during the 
recess of the Board, it shall be the duty of the Committee on Teachers and Salaries to 
make the appointment, which is, however, to be subject to the approval of the Board. 
All applications from persons desiring to be appointed teachers shall be referred to the 
Committee for their consideration, and the Committee shall, under the general direction 
of the Board, distribute the several Teachers through the Schools, and discharge such 
duties in this connection as the Board may direct. All salaries shall remain as fixed by 
the Board, but the Committee may, at any time, make such recommendations respecting 
the salaries of particular Teachers as, in their judgment, the good of the public service 
may demand. 

Section 5.— The Committee 6n Contingencies shall consider and report upon every 
proposition requiring the expenditure of money, except it be for salaries, before it is 
finally acted upon by the Board. They shall have power to authorize the purchase of all . 
stationery, blanks, record books, and diplomas, all authorized books of reference, globes, 
maps, charts, and other articles or conveniences required by the Baard, its officers, or the 
public Schools. 
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THE SECRETARY. 

Section 1. — The Secretary shall keep a permanent reeord-book, in which shall be re- 
corded the proceedings of the Board, all business transacted, and all votes and orders 
adopted, and he shall have charge of all the documents, papers and files of the Board. 
He shall keep accounts of all the receipts and expenditures of the Board in suitable books, 
which shall always be open to the inspection of its members. 

Section 2. — The Secretary shall notify all regular and special meetings of the Board, 
the members of any standing or special Committee of their appointment, when requested 
to do so, and the Chairman of any special Committee appointed of its purpose and the 
nam^s of its members, and shall give such other notices as the Board may require. He 
shall transmit to members of the Board, (Committees, Teachers, or other persons to whom 
they properly belong, or who should properly receive them, copies of votes, resolutions, 
or documents. 

Section 3. — The Secretary shall prepare the Reports of the Board, and generally shall 
perform such other duties in connection with his office as the Board may require of him. 

THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

Section 1. — The Board may appoint a Superintendent, who shall devote himself to 
the study of the public School system, and keep himself acquainted with the progress of 
discipline in other places, in order to suggest appropriate means for the advancement of 
the public schools in this City ; and see that the regulations of the Board, in regard to 
the schools, are carried into full effect. • • 

Section 2. — He shall visit each school as often as his other duties will permit, that he 
may obtain, as far as practicable, a personal knowledge of the condition of all the schools. 
He shall examine the pupils of the several departments from time to time, to ascertain 
their progress, and previous to the close of each term, he shall grade such pupils as may 
be prepared for advancement to a higher department. He may during a term advance 
any pupils who may be properly qualified. He shall advise -the teachers on the best me- 
thods of instruction and discipline, and, to promote this object, he shall hold such meet- 
ings of the teachers as are required under Regulation 23 of the Board of Education. He 
shall render such aid, in connection with his oflice, and communicate such information to 
the Board and its various Committees as they may require of him. 

Section 3. — At the close of each semi-annual School term, the Superintendent shall 
present to the Board a Report, giving an account of the schools he has visited, and the 
other duties he' has performed, together with such facts and suggestions relating to the 
condition of the schools, and the increase of their efficiency and usefulness, as he may 
deem advisable. 
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REPORT 
Of tbe Board of Scbool Trustees of Salot Jolin. 

1872--73. 



To THE CHiEr Superintendent 

OF Education. • 

Sir, — We, the Board of School Trustees of the City of Saint John, have 
much pleasure in presenting to the Provincial Board of Education, the 
accompanying Reports of our Secretary and Superintendent,* which cover 
the whole of the period since the organization of this Boaid. 

GEN-ERAL STATISTICS. 

We would particularly call your attention to the Accounts and Statistics, 
as furnished in the Secretary's Report. 

In glancing over the School Reports of other Cities, and comparing their 
expenditure with ours, we are convinced that equal results have not been 
reached anywhere, at less expense, and that, therefore, we cannot be fairly 
charged with an extravagant expenditure of the School Funds placed in our 
hands. 

It appears by the Boston School Report for 1872, that the rate per scholar 
for that year was for tuition alone $23.83. Adding the incidental expenses, 
the total rate per scholar amounted to $33.57. 

GRADING OF PUPILS. 

One of the most serious difficulties which met the Board at the outset of 
its operations, was the placing of the scholars in the grades to which they 
had most nearly attained. Many of the pupils had reached a high grade in 
several branches of study, but were sadly deficient in others, and none had 
beeii^o evenly trained as to fully qualify them for any one of the eleven 
grades into which our Schools had been divided. The Board, through its 
officers, did the best that was possible under the circumstances, leaving it 
for the Teachers to bring the pupils to the requisite standard. Our efforts 
have been reasonably successful, and, as a consequence, the Schools are 
assuming the character so much desired by the Board. 

THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

At the commencement of our operations we thought it possible that the 
Secretary, assisted by a number of our Teachers, would be able to attend 
to the grading of the pupils, but our early experience taught us that 
this could not be accomplished with any degree of satisfaction. Indeed, the 
services required in the office, and in outdoor business, was sufficient to 
engage the whole time and attention of the Secretary, even beyond the 
hours of labor required of him by the Board. 

To enable the Board to deal fairly with all the pupils, and to advance 
them as rapidly as the proficiency attained by each would warrant, we con- 
cluded to appoint a Superintendent, who would devote his whole time to 

* Want of space precludes the publication herewith of the Superintendent's Report.— T. H. R. 
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the Schools, in the work of examination and grading, and who should also 
acquaint himself with the qualifications of the Teachers, and make such 
reports to the Board as would enable us at all times to gain a clear insight 
into the condition of each School, and the progress of the pupils. The 
results have been satisfactory. 

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS. 

In accordance with the reqnirements of the Board of Education, we have 
held two public examinations of tho Schools in each year since our organi- 
zation. The first and recond examinations were not as satisfactory as we 
c(^uld have desired, owing to the fa.'t that it was quite impossible for the 
members or officers of the Board to spend many minutes of the brief day, ia 
the seventy five schools scattered over the City on both sides of the harbor, 
and the public failed to attend in such numbers as to make it interesting to 
either teachers or pupils. An application having been mnde by this Board 
to the Provii cial Board of Education, we were authorized to change the 
tinne for holding the Examinations, and to spread it over a more lengthy 
period. Acting under this authority, the Spring Examinations for 1873, 
were held in the Hall of the Mechanics' Institute, and a whole week devoted 
to the work. Largo numbers of the citizens were present, and the results 
were quite satisfactory. The Autumn Examinations took place just prior 
to the winter holidays. These examinations were held in the school rooms, 
and occupied one week's time. For convenience, the Schools were divided 
into groups, to each of which a day was set apart. On the invitation of the 
Board, a large number of educated gentlemen undertook to attend certain 
schools allotted to them, to give careful attention to the examination, pnd to 
report in writing the impressions which they had formed, whether fiivorable 
or unfavorable. The members of the Board undertook .to visit all the 
schools and spend a short time in each. The reports which have been fur- 
nished by the special examiners are exceedingly favorable, and the Board 
was much pleased with these examinations. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

We need but refer to the report of the Secretary to satisfy your Board and 
our citizens that one of the greatest difficulties with which we have had to 
CO itend is the want of suitable school houses. To meet the pressing neces- 
sities of the time, we were compelled to expend a considerable amount of 
money in utilizing such buildings aud rooms as we could secure in any part 
of the City. 

In order to place ourselves in a position to do better for the pupils en- 
trusted to our care and to procure for them more commodious and healthy- 
rooms, we took tbn earliest opportunity which our means would allow, to 
purchase suitable grounds in cei.tral positions, wiih a view to the early erec- 
tion of buildings. That one or more of those buildings are not already under 
contract is due to our inability to realize funds by the sale of debentuies, 
excepting at such discounts as we do not feel warranted in accepting. We. 
hope, however, that before the period for our next annual report, we shall 
have at least one building in a forward ^tate. 

CLQSING REMARKS. 

There are many interesting: topics to which we would fain draw attention, 
but as the Reports of our Officers are necessarily so lengthy, we wo4ild close 
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by expressing the hope that the work upon which we have entered, and 
which we trust and believe is giving much satisfaction to parents and pupils, 
will be allowed to continue and improve, until the City of Saint John shall 
be proud to compare her Schools and School system with any of Ihe most 
favored Cities in either of the hemispheres. 

Respectfully submitted. 

CHAS. A. EVERETT, Chairman. 
JOHN BOYD, 
II. FAIRWEATHER, 
ALEX. LOCK HART, 
A. CHIPMAN SMITH, 
JOHN V. ELLIS, 
Z. RING. 
Ritchie* s Building^ St. John^ \&t JanuaTy^ 1874. 



SECRETARY'S REPORT. 



To the Board of School Trustees of the City of Saint John, 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with an order passed at a meeting of yonr 
Board on the second day ot December, 1873, it affords me much gratification 
to lay before you for the information of the Honorable Board of Education and 
the Citizens of Saint John, a brief review of the operations of the Board of 
School Trustees and its Officers in carrying out the system of Education in the 
Public Schools of the City of Saint John, introduced by the Act of Assembry, 
34 Victoria, cap. 21, entitled "An Act relating to Common Schools," and car- 
ried forward under its provisions and those of an Act passed in amendment 
thereof, 36 Victoria, cap. 12. 

ORGANIZATIOM. 

In accordance with section 58 (2) of the first named Act authorizing the 
establishment of a Board of Trustees to consist of seven members, of whom the 
Governor in Council should appoint three, and the Common Council of the City 
of Saint John four, the Royal Oazette of the 6th September, 1871, contained an 
announcement signed by George L. Hatheway, Provincial Secretary, by com- 
mand of the Lieutenant Governor, of the appointment of William H. A. Keans, 
John Boyd, and Charles A. Everett, Esquires, to bo members of the Board of 
School Trustees for the City of Saint John : William H. A. Keans, Esquire, to 
be Chairman of the Board ; and on the seventh day of October following, the 
Common Council of the City of Saint John appointed Alexander Lockhart, A. 
Chipman Smith, Thomas Furlong, and John V. Ellis, Esquires, to fill the re- 
maining seats at the Board. 

• On 30th October, 1871, these gentlemen assembled in the Office of W. H. A. 
Keans, Esquire, Ritchie's Building, Princess Street, and being duly organized 
under the Act, proceeded to the consideration of the business for which they 
were appointed. It was decided to secure two rooms in Bitchie's Building, 
then vacant, for Board Room and Office, and to furnish and open the same 
without delay. They appointed as their Secretary Mr. John. March, and named 
Committees to furnish the Office, provide a suitable Seal for the use of the 
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Board, and draft Bye-Laws. They also instructed the Secretary, as soon as he 
should enter upon his duties, to extend, by advertisement in the City public ' 
journals, an invitation to all Teachers in the School District, to forward to him 
their names, certificated Class, location of Schools, numbers of Pupils, and any 
other information likely to be of service to the Board in prosecuting their 
work. They were also requested to inform the Board whether they were de- 
sirous of placing themselves and their schools under the control of the Board 
of Trustees within the provisions of the Act. 

PREPARATORY WORK. 

The Secretary immediately entered upon his duties, and in response to the 
advertisement just named, received letters from about fifty City Teachers, who 
were anxious to avail themselves of the provisions of the new School Act, 
besides applications for placing a number of existing denominational schools 
under the control of the Board. The number of pupils stated as being regis- 
tered in all these schools was 2,558, including those known as Eoman Catholic, 
on both sides of the harbour. The letters received also gave information as to 
the size of the school-rooms, the number of desks and seats, and the quantity 
and kind of apparatus in use. 

The information thus gleaned was by no means of a satisfactory character, 
and after a number of meetings, at which the letters were subjected to a 
thorough sifting, the necessity became evident for the Board to obtain a more 
accurate acquaintance with the real condition of the existing schools, so far as 
concerned accommodation and appliances for carrying on the work entrusted 
to their care, by a personal visitation of all those schools whose teachers or 
controllers had expressed a willingness to place them under the operation of 
the new law. Meanwhile the Chief Superintendent of Education had person- 
ally laid before the Board his views with regard to the best methods to be 
pursued in preparing for the opening of schools under the Act early in the 
month of January, 1872. • 

Taking the returns of the number of pupils attending the Parish Schools 
during the previous year, and adding thereto that of pupils in private schools, 
which would probably take advantage of the new order of things, and allowing 
a margin for a large number of children who previously had been prevented, 
from various causes, from attending school, it appeared necessary that the 
Board should provide accommodation for about five thousand pupils. The 
large majority of these, the Board decided would hare to be gathered into 
primary or elementary schools, so distributed as to meet the wants of the popu- 
lation. A less number of buildings would be required for pupils in more ad- 
vanced stages of education, and one or more central buildings for those fitted 
to pursue the still higher English and Classical branches. This arrangement 
it was believed would afi'ord ample scope for working up a perfect system of 
graded schools — the Primary Schools covering a course to be pursued during 
four years, the Advanced Schools one of a like period, and the High or Gram- 
mar School, one of three years— each grade being so arranged as to be readily 
passed over in one year. 

This basis was adopted as that most likely to produce the best results, and 
with a view to secure the use of as majiy of the existing school buildings as 
should prove suitable to the carrying out of the plan, the members of the 
Board proceeded to visit the existing schools. 

COKOITION OF EXISTING SCHOOIi BUII.BINGSI. 

Much had been said and written upon the want of appropriate buildings for 
school purposes in the City of Saint John, but few, even among ihpse w 
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were best acquainted with the condition of the schools, could have formed the 
faintest idea of the character of many of the buildings, and the utter absence 
of every thing tending to the comfort and welfare of the children, which was 
brought to h'ght by the visits of the Board at this time, and your Secretary 
believes that a brief reference to the situation and condition of the then exist- 
ing school premises will clearly exhibit what has been done by the Board of 
School Trustees to meet the wants of the youth of the community while re- 
ceiving that training intended to fit them for the active duties of life. 

Those who had interested themselves in the matter of providing better school 
accommodation, and whose letters in the public journals from time to time drew 
the attention of the people to the subject, built their arguments for improve- 
ment upon the appearance and condition of the more public and best known 
buildings, such as the Grammar School, the High School, the Madras School, 
the Varley School, the Schools of the Christian Brothers and Sisters of Charity, 
the Ragged School, and those others held either in the basements of churches 
or in buildings connected with church edifices. But these were in reality 
splendid palaces of comfort, and even luxury, compared with the many hovels 
and dens where the tender plants of society were confined, and dwarfed, and 
killed, under the guise of fostering their growth and developing their mental 
strength and beauty. Take as examples the following, drawn from the Secre- 
tary's Report of 24th November, 1871 : — 

" Turning off from a main street, your Secretary led the members of the Board down 
an alley to a covered stairway on the outside of a brick bnildlng, and ascending, entered 
a rooni scrnpulonsly clean, although required to do duty as v>}^rlonr. kitchen and bed- 
room. Inquiring for the school, we were piloted up another flight of narrow, crooked 
stairs, into a room 42 feet long, 14 feet wide, and 8 feet high, lighted by windows on the 
north and west. Along these walls ran a line of desks and forms accommodating 24 
pupils, and across from north to south were placed in rows 16 benches, so close together 
that it seemed impossible to move between them. On the south side of the room was a 
large, old-fashioned Franklin stove, the heat from which combined with the poisoned 
air from 7ihiety-eight pairs of youthful lungs, whose owners were literally packed Uke 
sardines in a box, rendered the atmosphere almost stifling. The benches were unpro- 
vided with backs or support of any kind, and their height from the floor in nojkvay 
corresponded to the size of the pupils using them. The register shewed a possibility 
of 125 children being present on any day, and the -average attendance was seldom less 
than 100, yet the area of the room only provided about 47 cubic feet of air for each child, 
and this was rendered still more noxious by the odours from the kitchen, which were 
freely wafted up the open stairway, from the effluvia of a badly kept water-closet and 
the pestilent vapours from stables and manure heaps outside the building. To any one 
passing from the cool, pure air of the clear frosty day, into the heated and stifling atmos- 
phere of the school-room, the effect was almost sickening, and no one after such a visit 
could have been in the least surprised if some fearful disease had decimated the school. 
Yet the children were bright, clean and orderly, and the teachers — one female holding 
a flrst-class License, and one male holding a second-class License — capable, diligent and 
successful. A little relief from the overcrowding could be obtained by taking a class in 
arithmetic out upon the landing of a staircase in an adjoining warehouse, and permission 
had been given to allow a reading class to use a room where lumber was stored. A set 
of Campbeirs reading taVlets and a small gr^sy blackboard, formed the whole apparatus 
of the school." *•♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

** On one of the chief thoroughfares in the most densely crowded portion of tb^ city, 
stands a corner building, the ground floor used as a shop, extending out from the main 
building, which is reached by a flight of steps and used as a tenement house and school. 
The school-room is about 18 feet square, and 9 feet high. Two desks 8 feet long, stand 
against the eastern and western walls, afe room for them can be obtained between doors 
and windows, and 9 low benches without backs, stretching from side to side of the room, 
afford accommodation for the 68 children present to-day, as it equally does for the 81 
enrolled on the school register. The only apparatus used is a small blackboard. The 
school is taught by two young ladies', sisters, ancl their appearance, as well as that of 
their pupils, notwithstanding the seriqi^s hindmnces to the work of education, in the 
Want of accommodation, furniture an4 apparatus, indicated that with ordinary advan- 
tages a most succe§§ful school obuld be operated at this place." 7^ ^^^T^ * 
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" Entering a respectable looking private house, the members of the Boord were led up 
stairs through a hall, into a rear room 18 feet long, 12 feet wide, and 9 feet high, in the 
east wall of which is au immense, old-fashioned chimney extending about 3 feet into the 
room, and by so much narrowing the already limited width. Crossing a small hall giving 
egress to the yard by a flight of uncovered steps— the proper school entrance— we are 
shewn into another 'room 18 feet long, 9 feet wide, and 9 teet high. These rooms are 
attended by 60 pupils— 33 girls and 17 boys— some of them of a very tender age, and all 
children of respectable citizens. The only furniture consists of old pine desks placed 
against the walls, and benches to match. Two small blackboards and two maps com- 
prise the apparatus of the school." * * * * * * *^ 
" Entering a covered alley from the street, we pass into a small yard, beyond which is 
a neat garden. On the right is an old, rickety, open stairway, leading to a dilapidated 
room 28 feet long, 17 feet wide, and 10 feet high, over a wood-house and the alley by 
which we had entered. No complaint could be made of the lack of fresh air, for it freely 
passed in through many a craunv, and we were not surprised to find the number of pu- 
pils to be only 24." ♦ •♦»♦♦»♦♦♦ 

" A walk through Saint Patrick's street failed to bring to view the school said to bo 
carried on in that neighbourhood, but the services of a lad were obtained, and the mem- 
bers piloted down a small alley and across a dirty yard, to a flight of steps leading ap- 
parently to the upper part of along shed, but which proved to be the pupils' entrance to 
the premises used for school purposes. The teacher, thoroughly alive to tlie value of 
first impressions, hastened to lead the party back to the front door of the house, and 
showed us into a neatly furnished room on the first floor. Close enquiry and examination 
disclosed the fact that the small school-room, 14 feet by 16 feet, was also the kitchen, 
where, sitting on low benches around a cooking-stove, fifty children daily received such 
instruction as could be imparted without too serious interference with the culinary ope- 
rations of the family. There was no article of school f\uniture or apparatus in use in 
this school, which was supposed to meet the educational wants of that thickly populated 
portion of Prince's Ward." »»♦♦♦»»♦ 

** Up a flight of wet steps, the rock over which they were built being left exposed, and 
- the members of the Board were ushered into a room of the most indefinite form, the 
original space having been enlarged by the removal of closets and the addition of a por- 
tion of the interior hall-way. The height of the room was not more than 7 feet, and two 
windows on the front afforded all Ihe light available. Sundry posts and supports broke 
up the areai which was still considered snflcient for 66 pupils. Two boards respectively 
12 and 15 feet long -were fastened against the walls, and answered the purpose of desks 
for the larger children, the little ones being accommodated on three benches up and down 
the room as they could be placed. Two small blackboards of the most primitive descrip- 
tion, and a map of the Counties of Saint John and King's, formed the only approach to 
school material in the place." »♦♦♦♦♦# 

** Upon calling on the teacher of a school on Brittain Street, the members of the Board 
were taken into a back yard surrounded by old and dilapidated buildings, into one of 
which they were invited by their guide. It was nothing more nor less than a dirty 
wood-house, but here they were not asked to stay, for the teacher passed up a steep step- 
ladder by one of the walls, and throwing up a large trap-door ushered the party into an 
apartment, if such it might be called, 17 feet by 18 feet, where the school was held. The 
roof only admitted of grown persons standingerect at its highest part, as it sloped away 
to the eaves, one narrow, dormer window giving admission to a band of light which left 
two-thirds of the place in gloomy shadow. In the centre stood a small stove, heated to 
redness, and sending forth a poisonous gas which, minsrling with the air deoxygenized 
by passing over and over again through the lungs of 36 children, lendered the atmos- 
phere almost suffbcating. The stove stood upon the bare, rough floor, and the cinders 
and ashes about it gave little warrant for safety from conflagration. A few boards set 
slantingly against the wall served the purpose of desks, and for seats planks were placed 
on deal ends across the room. Not a particle of furniture or apparatus was visible, and 
the Board was informed that the accommodations then were iust as good as they had 
been during the past seventeen years, for school had been held m that place since 1854." 

These are a few examples, by no means exaggerated, of the state of the 
school buildings of the city at the close of the year 1871, and although some 
of the places visited were free from many of the objectionable features of those 
referred to, very few of the buildings were at all adapted to the purposes for 
which they were used, and even those which had been erected and furnished 
with a view to meet the educational wants of the youth of the city were, with 
one or two exceptions, entirely unfitted to the system of graded schools which 
it was the object of the Board to establish. ^ j 
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IVEGOTIATIONS FOR S€HOOI< BVIIiBINGS. 

Every school of a public character known to exist in the city on both sides 
of the harbour, was visited by Committees of the Board, but it was evident 
that only by a large expenditure for alterations and repairs of existing build- 
ings, could anything be done in the way of providing suitable accommodation 
for the thousands of children who would be left schoolless at the close of the 
year, unless extraordinary measures were adopted to meet the emergency. 
Already one half of the extremely limited time granted to the Board of /Trus- 
tees — from the 16th October, when the appointment of the Common Council 
members was announced to the Chairman, to the 1st January, when the new 
law was to come into operation — had elapsed, and without buildings, furniture, 
or apparatus, or the means to obtain them, the Board was compelled to appeal 
to the Local Government to aid them in their work by advancing from the 
Treasury of the Province twenty or thirty thousand dollars, so that the current 
expenses previous to the time when it was possible for the taxes to be levied 
upon the inhabitants of the School District to be collected, might be promptly 
met. They also asked and received permission from the Common Council to 
issue School Debentures to meet the expenditure for repairs and furnishing 
of buildings, rendered necessary by the condition of affairs at that time. 

Committees were appointed to confer with the owners of the following build- 
ings, to see upon what terms they could be obtained, viz : — 

Grammar School, Germain Street, Bowman's Bailding, Brussels Street, 

High School, King Street, Mr. Finen's Schodl, Charlotte Street, 

Madras School, Duke Street, Mr. Mills's School, Coburg Street, 

Christian Brotliers's Schools, Sidney Street, Miss Dcnbam's School, Queen Street, 

Saint Malachi's Hall, Sidney Street, Mrs. Hennigar's School, Duke Street, 

Varlev School, Leinster Street, Miss Estey's School, Peters Street, 

Saint Mark's School, Sewell Street, African School, Queen Street, 

Saint Mary's School, Waterloo Street, Orange Hall, Carleton, 

Saint James's School, Main Street, Roman Catholic Schools, Carleton, 

Benevolent Hall, Waterloo Street, New Masonic HaU, Carleton, 
Ragged School, Brussels Street, 

and others were commissioned to search up other places that would meet the 
requirements of the Board, and report upon their condition, capacity, probable 
cost of repair, if needed, and annual rental. 

Difficulties encompassed the pathway of the Board, and one set were over- 
come only to find another and another of an increasingly embarrassing charac- 
ter, but gradually buildings were secured, repairs upon them prosecuted under 
the personal supervision of the members of the Board, debentures to meet the 
expenses incurred issued, and a good prospect appeared of having a number 
of school buildings ready for occupation early in January, 1872. 

SCHOOIi FIJRinTURE. 

Tenders were called for by public advertisement, for the construction of 
3,000 box-desks and chairs for the use of pupils, according to the following 

scale :■ — 

Desks. 
Height of side next pupil. 

21 1-4 inches. 

22 " 

23 '• 

24 1-2 " 

26 " 

27 1-2 ** 

and also for 30 Primary School Teacherg' desks of the Ross (Boston) pattern, 
contracts for supplying which were subsequently given to Joseph Ross, Bos- 
ton, Lordly, Howe & Co., C. E. Burnham & Co., and W. E. Everitt, Saint John, 
and. Samuel Dalzell, Saint John, and orders were also given for fitting the desks 
with Ross' Patent Ink-wells. These were all furnished and-4)laced^in school 
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Chairs. 


Quantity. 


Height of seat. 


600 


11 inches. 


600 


12 " 


600 


13 " 


500 


U " 


600 


15 " 


200 


16 " 



Length. 


Width. 


18 inches. 


12 inches. 


18 " 


12 " 


22 « 


12 " 


24 " 


15 " 


24 « 


15 " 


24 « 


15 " 
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buildings as they were made ready to receive them, and the same plan of fur- 
nishing has been continued to the present time, each pupil having a separate 
desk and chair of exactly the same quality and* kind as ev^ry other pupil at- 
tending the public schools, thereby aiding to bring out the individuality of the 
child, to prevent jealousy, and to secure the minimum amount of interference 
with each others' books and material, and to promote harmony and order 
throughout the whole series of schools. Beyond this, the style of desk and 
seat selected by the Board has been found to meet the three chief requisites, 
viz., comfort, durability, and good appearance,- at a cost not greatly in excess 
of that at which the antiquated, spine-distorting, slab-seated writing-boards, too 
long permitted to be used as school furniture, could have been obtained, and 
the effect produced upon the children attending the public schools, in the 
direction of neatness and personal cleanliness, has been most marked. The 
action of the Board in thus seeking to secure the health, comfort, and advance- 
ment of the pupils, cannot fail to be endorsed by all right thinking persons in 
the community. 

Tho result of the operations^of the Board in this department is, that all the 
schools are uniformly provided with excellent furniture, there being in posses- 
sion of the Board 3,700 pupils' deska and chairs, and 85 teachers' desks, valued 
at |21,000, 

Negotiations fbr tlte eo-operatlon of tlte CatlioUe Scltools. 

Among the earliest expressed desires of the Board, was that to secure the 
co-operation of the Roman Catholic authorities of Saint John, so that the schools 
under their control might enjoy the benefits designed by the Act of Assembly 
to be conferred upon the whole community, and it consequently afforded the 
Board much satisfaction to receive an application from the Rev. Thos. Connolly, 
V. G., to place the schools on Sydney Street, taught by the Christian Brothers 
and Sisters of Charity, under its direction, couched in the following terms : — 

" The undersigned begs to say, that he oflTers to place under the Board of School Trustees for the City 
of Saint John, the large graded school under the care of the Christian Brothers, Sj-dney Street. It con- 
tains six large well ventilated class-rooms, capable of receiving four hundred boys. At present there 
are five teachers employed, with an attendance of two hundred and seventy xMipiis. These schools are 
supplied with necessary furniture, desks, forms, maps, &c, 

" Also the large, graded school for girls, under the chaiige of the Sisters of Charity, in Saint Malachi'a 
Hall, Sydney Street. There are at present four large school-rooms used, capable of accommodating two 
hundred and fifty or three hundred children, and the building can accommodate twice that number. 
The attendance of this school is now one hundred and seventy. 

** These schools it is proposed to place under the Board, on conditions similar to those on which sUeh 
schools are admitted in the City of Halifax." 

" (Signed) THOS. CONNOLLY, Pt., V. G. 

''Saint Johny Nov, 10,1811:' 

This proposition was referred to a Committee composed of Messrs. Everett, 
Furlong, and Lockhart, with instructions to confer with Rev, Mr. Connolly, as 
to the terms on which the buildings could be rented, and to learn the nature of 
the " conditions '' referred to in the last paragraph of his letter. 

At a meetiug of the Board held on 8th Dec. 1871, the Committee reported 
that they had seen Bishop Sweeney and Rev. Mr. Connolly, and after some 
conversation had decided to invite them personally to lay their proposition 
directly before the full Board for its consideration. Accordingly, Bishop 
Sweeney and Rev. Mr. Connolly were introduced, and entered upon the subject 
of their visit by presenting the following letter : — 
" To the Chairman and Board of School Trustees of the City of Saint John, 



" Gentlemen,— I beg to state respectfully in accordance with the information sought by the gentle- 
men of your Body whom I had the honor of meeting on Monday last, that the Christian Brothers have 
been established m Saint John by the Catholic community at a very large expenditure of money, under 



the conviction that they were the best and most efficient teachers, being an association or community of 
men, bound to devote their lives and talents to the education of youth. Thus there is a mutual obliga- 
tion, and consequently the Christian Brothers are the only teachers we can present to the Board for the 
fchools in Temperance Hall, Sydney Street. ^ i 
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" The Sisters of Charity have also been established at even a greater expenditure, and for similar rea- 
sons, and therefore we can only present them for the schools in Saint Malaebf s Hall, of which they are 
in charge. 

" The ChriMian Brothers in Nova Scotia and the Tanadas use the same books, which are acknowledged 
to be good, ana as their system of teaching is the same everywhere, and it would be a great inconvenience 
to them to deviate from it. 

" The schools under the charge of the Christian Brothers and Sisters of Charity being several years 
established in this City, and being graded schools, and as the Law gives the Board discretionary powers, 
and makes it competent for them to cooperate with the governing body of these schooln on such terms 
as to them shall seem rights and also as the Law makes the whole City of Saint John one entire Dis- 
tricty with the intention, evidently, of leaving parents and children free to choose the school they prefer, 
we request that the Trustees will agree to the arraugemenft that the children be free to attend the school 
theyprefer. 

** We ask five hundred dollars rent for the Temperance Hall, the entire building containing six large 
school-rooms, and something extra if put to additional expense on account of sewerage, &c., and three 
hundred dollars for the Saint Malachi^s Hall, containing four large school-rooms. 
*'I am, &c. &c. 

" (Signed) T. CONNOLLY, Pt., V. G. 

" Saint John, Dec. Sth, 1871 .'» 

The Bishop stated that several Members of the Government had informed 
him that section 58 (12) of the Act relating to Common Schools, was specially 
inserted to meet the position of the Roman Catholic Schools, which section 
reads as follows : — 

" (12) The Board of Trustees is hereby authorized, with the sanction of the Council (i. e, the Common 
Council of the City of Saint John), to co-operate with the governing body of any school existent at the 
passage hereof, on such terms as to the Boardshnll seem light; but any such arrangement shall be an- 
nual m its nature, and shall be determinable by effluxion of time, or on breach of conditions, and shall 
not include the building or Aimishing of school-houses, and in such cases the Board may make allowance 
to said schools out of the ftinds under its control ; but no public fUnds shall be granted in support of any 
school unless the same be a tree school, and conducted in every respect in conformity with this Act and 
'the Regulations of the Board of Education." 

The Bishop further stated that he had been informed by the Attorney Gen- 
eral, that any difficulty arising in the case of the Catholic Schools from section 
60 of the Act, which provides *' that all schools conducted under the provisions 
of this Act shall be non-sectarian ,'' might be obviated by religious instruction 
being given before and after the established school hours. 

It was objected by the Board, that the acceptance on their part of teachers for 
these schools not duly licensed by the Board of Education, and the permission of 
the use of books other than those prescribed, would be clearly a violation of the 
trust confided to them by the law, and that to give parents and children the power 
to choose any school they might prefer, would destroy the unity of the system 
of graded schools, and leave the Board open to the charge of granting privi- 
leges to one religious body not granted to others. They, however, informed 
the Bishop and Rev. Mr. Connolly, that the Regulations of the Board of Edu- 
cation had not yet been promulgated, and consequently no conclusive action 
could be taken. They were extremely anxious to meet the views submitted 
to them, provided it could be done in a legal manner, but as they were execu- 
tors of the law rather than interpreters of it, they would confer with the Board 
of Education and make known the result as speedily as possible. 

The Bishop, then asked that in laying the matter before the Board of Educa- 
tion, the Board of Trustees should obtain explicit answers to the following 
questions :— 

"PiRST. — Was sub-section 12 of section 68 of the School Law specially iniserted to meet the position 
of the Catholic Schools ? 

** Second.— : Are the Schools of the Christian Brothers and Sisters of Charity exceptional, and to be 
negotiated with as such? 

''Third. — In these Schools are text-books other than those prescribed by the Board of Education 
permissable? 

" Fourth. —Have the Board of Trustees any power to divide the city into sub-districts, or must it be 
considered simply as one district, the children m which can go to any school established by the Board?" 

These questions, framed by Bishop Sweeney, the Board promised to forward 
to the Board of Education at once, and thereupon he and the Eev. Mr. Connolly 
retired. 
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The Board then referred the proposition of Rev. Mr. Connolly to a special 
Committee composed of Messrs. Boyd, Lockhart, and Everitt, to report on 
when the Regulations of the Board of Education should be received, and at 
the same time instructed the Secretary to forward to the Board of Education 
the questions propounded by Bishop Sweeney, which he did in the following 
letter : — 

♦* Office of the Board of School Trustees of Saint John, Bitchie^s Building, Dec. 13tA, 1871. 
*' T. H. Rand, Esq., Chief Superiatendent of Education, 

** Dear Sir,— I am inxf ructed by the Board of School Trustees of Saint John to make the following 
enquiries of the BoanI of Kducation, answers to which tou will greatly oblige by sending without delay, 
as upon them depend certain negotiations now pending for securing the co-operation of the Boman 
Catholic Schools of this City. 

" Yours, very respectfully, 

*• JOHN MARCH, Secretary." 

'' 1. Was sub-section 12 of section 68 of the Law specially inserted to meet the position of the Catholic 
Schools ? 

" 2. Are the schools of the Christian Brothers and Sisters of Charity exceptional, and to be negotiated 
with as Fuch 1 

" 3. In these schools are text-books other than those prescribed by the Board of Education, permis- 
sable ? 

*^ 4. Have the Board of Trustees any power to diyide the city into sub-districts, or must it be con- 
sidered simply as'oue District, the children in which can go to any school e^stablished by the Board f " 

On the 16th December the Board of Education replied to the questions asked 
by the Board on behalf of Bishop Sweeney, as follows : — 

" Education Office, Province of New Brunswick, Fredericton, Dec, Wh, 1871. 
«* J. March, Esquire, Secretary to the Board of School Trustees, Saint John, 

*^ Dear Sir,— Haying submitted this day your enquiries of the 13th instant to the Board of Education, 
I am instructed to make the following replies : — 

" 1. Sub-section (12) of section 58 of the Common Schools Act, like all other proylsions of the Act, 
does not discriminate between schools conducted by the various denomiuatious of Christians. 

** 2. The schools of the Christian Brothers and Sisters of Charity occupy the same position in respect 
of the Common Schools Act, as those conducted by other religious bodies. 

*■*" 3. All schools deriving means of support uqdcr the provisions of the Common Schools Act, are re- 
quired to conform to the .Regulations of the Board of Education in the matter of text-books, as iuidl 
other respects. 

" 4. The Board of Trustees are required to provide school accommodation sufficient for all applicants " 
between the ages of live yoare and twenty years within the district of the City of Saint John, and to see 
that all are {)roperly (*la.ssitied acconling to their attainments, into different grades or deparUnents, 
This grading is to be applied to the district as a whole, as generalized for districts having a scnool popu- 
lation of 600 or upwards, by the 29th section of the^ct. For example : — 

" High School accommodation is to be provided for the children of all the residents of the district, and 
since such pupils will have a good degree of physical growth, and their number will not be too great to 
be accommodated in one. establishment, every consideration both of economy and efficiency points to 
the establishing of one Hia:h School in the central part of the city. In this case the limits of the district 
would adequately define the area from which such a school would draw its pupils. 

" The number and Immaturity of the children requiring accommodation in the several grades of the 
course next below that of the High School, render it iinpracticable to have one central * Advanced ' school 
for the entii-e district. It therefore is the duty of the Trustees in pursuing the objetjt entrusted to them 
by the Law. to establish as many ' Advanced' schools as may be required, and to distribute them over the 
cfty in such a manner as to supply this accommodation convenient to all. In this case the area from 
which any one * Advanced * school would derive its pupils, would be a section of the district to be defined 
by the Trustees. When it is home in mind that all the provisions of the Common Schools Act are to be 
aclministered on behalf of all the people of all portions of the district, irrespective of social or religious 
distinctions, there can be no question that the duties devolved upon the Trustees hy^ the provisions- of 
sees. 58 (5) and 29, not only empower but compel the Trustees to define from time to time the territorial 
limits for which anv given * Advanced ' school is provided. 

** In the case of elementary instruction, you will readily perceive that the considerations already pre- 
sented apply with equal force. Houses are to be located in different parts of the city, and the Trustees 
are to fix from time to time, the territorial bounds withiu which pupils are to attend any one Elementary 
school. t 

** The Board of Education think it will be evident to the Trustees on reflection, that on no other prin- 
ciples than those contemplated t>y the Act, would it be possible for the Trustees to organize and control 
a thorough and efficient ^stem of schools. 

" The forgoing illustrations ol the method contemplated by the Law, are connected with the erection 
of suitable houses. But the principle is to be applied respecting whatever temporary accommodation 
the Trustees may have at their disposal. 

** It is believed the generaH principle of grading has been made sufficiently clear to guide the Trustees 
in this matter." 

" By order of the Board of Education. 

" (Signed) ThbodOBB H,' BaNP.'*. 
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This letter was referred to the Committee to communicate its purport to 
Bishop Sweeney and Rev. Mr. Connolly, and see if arrangements could not be 
made by which the Schools under the charge of the Christian Brothers and 
Sisters of Charity could be conducted as part of the public school system. 

The Board also received a proposition to place the Catholic Schools of Carle- 
ton under its management, of which the following is a copy : — 

«* Carleton, St. John, November 7th, 1871- 

" Dear Sir, — I am authorised by the Rev. Mr. Dunphy to inform the Board of Trustees for the City 
of Saint John that he is prepared to enter into arrangements for placing his Schools under the provi- 
sions of the School Act. 

*' The school-house has two stories, and is divided into male and female departments— the female de- 
partment in two rooms, 27x30 and 27x23, in charge of three Sisters of Charity ; the male department in 
one room 27x57, partitioned by glass sliding doors into rooms in charge of the undersigned aod an assist- 
ant, Miss Nannery. One of the female departments is furnished with twenty Boston desks, each seating 
two scholars ; the other with ordinary desks, and seating about one hundred scholars. One half of my 
room is furnished with twenty-four Boston desks, each seating two scholars; the other with ordinary 
desks, seating about sixty. 

" The attendance at the Sisters' Schools ranges A*om 100 to 140,— mine from 80 to 120. 

'* I am, respectfully, Ac., yours, Stc,, 

*' (Signed) . Thobcas O^eellt.'* 

" Mr. March, Saint John." ^ 

This was supplemented by the following letter from Rev. E. J. Dunphy : — 

" Carletony Dec, ISth, 1871.'' 
" DiCAR Sir,— Should we be able to agree upon some matters of detail yet undecided, I am prepwed 
for an annual rent of |240, to place at your services from 9 a. m. to 4 p.'m. — Sundays excepted — tho 
Carleton Catholic School-house, capable to seat with desks now in use, about two hnnared children. 
** Yours truly. (Signed) E. J. DuNPBnr.'* 

" J. V. Ellis, Esq., Trustee of Schools." 

These letters were submitted to the Board at a meeting held on the 13th 
Doc. 1871, and were referred to a Committee composed of Messrs. Ellis and 
Smith, with power to complete the arrangement, provided the conditions 
should not conflict in any way with the Law, or the Regulations of the Board 
of Education. 

At this meeting, copies of the published Regulations of the Board of Educa- 
tion were submitted to the Board by the Secretary, and received careful con- 
sideration. It was deemed advisable to seek from the Board of Education an 
explanation of the meaning and bearing of Regulation 20, which seemed to 
point to an insurmountable diflSculty in perfecting arrangements for the admis- 
sion of the Catholic Schools to a pirticipation in the distribution of the public 
school funds. That Regulation read as follows : — 

"Symbols or Emblems in the School-room: Symbols or Emblems distinctive of any National 
or other society, political party, or religious organization, shall not be exhibited in the school-room, 
either in its general arrangements or exercises, or on the person of any teacher or pupil." 

The Secretary was instructed to ask the Board of Education the questions 
contained in the following letter : — 

" Office of the Board of School Trustees of Saint John, Bitchie^s Building, Dec. 15th, 1871. 
** T. H. Rand, Esq., Chief Superintendent of Education, 

" Dear Sir,— Below I beg to transmit to you an Extract from the Minutes of a meeting of the Board 
held this day, to which you will greatly oblige by replying as soon as possible. 

'* Yours respectfully, ^ John March, Secretary." 

{Extract from Minutes.) ^ 

" Besolved, That the Board of Education be asked to reply to the following 

questions : — 

" Is the dress worn by the Christian Brothers, or that worn by the Sisters of Charity, or a cross worn 
by any teacher, or a cross exhibited in a school-building, to be considered as distinctiye Symbols or 
Emblems under Regulation 20, and as such to be forbidden ?" 

The following is the answer of the Board of Education received on the 30th 
December, and submitted at a meeting of the Board held on the 2nd January, 
1872:— 
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** Education Office, Province of New Brunswick, Fredericton, Dec. 29, 1871. 
** J. March, Esq., Secretary to Board of School Trustees, Saint John, 

" Dear SiR,--The enquiry contained in the communication of your Board under date of Dec. 15th 
was duly submitted to the Board of Education. In reply, I am directed to inform you that, after careful 
consideration, the Board of Education regards Rkgulation 20 as forbidding any teacher while employed 
in the public discharge of school duties, to be habited in the distinctive garb of the Christian Brothers, 
Sisters of Chanty, or other religious organization, as well ,as the setting or placing in the school-room 
of a cross or other symbol as distinctive of a religious body. 

** I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

" (Signed) Theodore H. Eaot." 

This letter was referred to the two Committees having in charge the nego- 
tiations for the Catjholic Schools on both sides of the harbour. 

At a meeting of the Trustees held on the 12th January, 1872, the Committee 
on the Schools of the Christian Brothers and Sisters of Charity reported that 
their efforts to bring about a satisfactory arrangement had failed, and submit- 
ted the following correspondence between themselves and Bishop Sweeney : 

" SaiTU John, N, B., Jan. Uh, 1872. 
" To the Right Rev. Dr. Sweeney, 

" Your IjOKDSHIP,— We enclose a copy of the questions suggested bjr Your Lordship to be addressed 
to the Provincial Board of Eduction by the School Trustees of the City ot Saint John, together with 
their reply to the same. * 

•* We assure you that there is the strongest desire on our part to meet the views of all classes, but 
Your Lordship is aware that, as Trustees, we are only empowered to carry out the Law as it stands. 

" We trust that Your Lordship will co-operate with us in the work of free education for all, and to 
this end that you will direct to be put under our care the schools lirst named in your communication to 
our Board. 

** As arrangements are now in progress, an early reply will confer a favor on 
" Yours respectfully. 



** (Signed) "John Boyd, ^ r'/.T«m,vf^« ^* c«i»^^i 

"Alex. Lockhart, S Trustees." 



" Saint John, January ^th, 1872. 
" To-John Boyd, Chas. Everett, and Alex. Lockhart, Esquires, Committee of Board of Trustees, 

" Gentlemen,— We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your communication to the Bishop dated 6th 
January, accompanied with a copy ot instructions from Mr. Rand, excluding our graded schools under 
the care of the Christian Brothers and Sisters of Charity, and vyhich interpretation of the new School 
Law you adopt in opposition to the opinion of the Attorney General. 

" After this formal rejection of our schools, established* by the Catholics of Saint John at such great 
sacrifices, we do not understand what you can mean by asking us to put these schools under your care. 
Is it the indignity of turning the Christian Brothers and Sisters or Charity out of those schools, and 
handing the buildings over to the Trustees ? 

*• I have the honor to be, yours, &c. &c., 

" (Signed) T. CONNOLLY, V. G.'^ 

The correspondence was ordered to be placed on fyle, and thus closed nego- 
tiations which, it was hoped, would have resulted in enabling the Board of 
Trustees to carry on the work of imparting secular instruction to the pupils 
attending the schools established by the Roman Catholics, but the determina- 
tion evinced to resist the provisions of the Law and the Regulations of the 
Board of Education, upon and within which alone the Trustees were empow- 
ered to act, proved a barrier to the unification of the school system of the City 
of Saint John. 

Meantime upon the reception of the Memorandum from the Board of Educa- 
tion of 29th December, 1871, the Carleton Committee communicated its pur- 
port to Rev. Mr. Dunphy, who modified his proposition to rent the Carleton 
Catholic School Building so as to cover only the ground floor, consisting of 
two rooms used as schools for boys, which proposition was accepted by the 
Board of Trustees on the 2nd January, 1872, and the schools were accordingly 
furnished as required and arrangements made by which they have been ever 
since properly conducted in accordance with the Law and Regulations of the 
Board of Education. 

During the year considerable additions were made to th^ building, and on 
the SOth Pdcember, 1872, the Board authorised the Committee tp roQt from 
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Eev. Mr. Dunphy another room, which was furnished and opened early in the 
month of January, 1873. 

Bi^egotiatioiis fbr the co-operation of the Public Crrammar Seliool. 

With the determination to provide the requisite means of imparting instruc- 
tion to the most advanced pupils who might attend the public schools, and 
thus to complete the range of tuition from the primary to the higher branches, 
the Board as early as the 21st November, 1871, appointed a Committee to con- 
fer with the President and Directors of the Saint John Public Grammar School 
with a view to secure their co-operation with the Board of School Trustees 
under the provisions of section 58 (12) of the Common Schools Act. The 
Grammar School Board at once appointed a Committee, and negotiations were 
entered upon which resulted in the adoption of the following agreement : — 

" Articles of Agreement made and entered into the first day of Janaarv in the year of our Iiord 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy two, between the Board of School Trustees of Saint 
John, in the City of Saint John, Province of New Brunswick, of the first part ; and the President 
and Directors o^ the Public Grammar School of the City of Saint John, Province aforesaid, of 
the second part ; — 
" Whereas, under and by virtue of section fifty eight of • The Common Schools Act, 1871.' relating 
to the management of schools in the City of Saint John, the parties ofjthe first part are authorized (sub- 
section twelve) ^itn the sanction of the Common Council, to co-oi)erate with the governing bodyX)f any 
school existent at the passage thereof, on such terms as to the Board shall seem n^ht : And whereas Uie 

Sarty of the second part being the govci*ning body of the Public Grammar School of the said City of Saint 
ohu, have made arrangements with the Maid party of the first part so to co-operate as hereinafter con- 
tained and set forth; and the same have i*eceived the sanction or tlie said Council : 

'* Now these presents witness in consideration of the party of the second part making the said school a 
Free School under the terms and conditions of the said Act, and man:iging it subject to the supervision 
of the party of the first part and their successors in office, and subject to all regulations maae in con- 
formity with the Law, the said party of the first part covenant and agree with the party of the second 
part and their successors, to pay them the sum of Three Thousand Dollars, lawful money of Canada, 
yearly and every year, so long as this agreement shall remain in force, such annual amount to be paid in 
equal quarterly payments on the first day of January, April, July, and October, in each year, and the 
first payment to be made on the first day of Al)i11 next ensuing the date hereof: the payments to be 
made to the Clerk and Treasurer of the party of the second part, or such other person as they shall duly 
appoint, and the money to be applied b]^ them for the purpose of carrying on the school in the most effi- 
cient manner according to their discretion. 

" And it is further hereby mutually agreed and declared that the present Masters of the school, namely. 
The Reverend C. G. Coster, Ph. D., Edward Manning, A. M., and C. W. Wilkins, B. A., be retained, 
but that in case of vacancies no new Master shall be appointed by the party of the second part or their 
succesors, until approved and confirmed by the party of the first part, or their successors: 

" Add it is further understood and agreed that the party of thp second part will provide the school 
wilh furniture and apparatus, not inferior to that at present in use during the period this ag^ement 
shall be in force, sufficient for the accommodation of not more than one hundred and twenty boys ; but 
with that exception it is agreed that they shall not be called on to make alterations or improvements 
either in the School Building or in the furniture thereof as now existing. 

*' LasUy, it is hereby agreed, understood, and declared, that this agreement shall, as required by the 
said Act,* be annual, and shall not continue in force for a longer period than two years from date unless 
extended by further agreement in writing between the parties hereto. 

'* In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto and to a counterpart hereof caused their respect- 
ive Corporate Seals to be affixed the day and year first above written. 

" By order of the said Board of School Trustees. 
[L, &\] " (Signed) William H. A. Keans, 

'* Chairman Board of School Trustees of Saint John. 
" By order of the said President and Directors of the Public Grammar School of Saint John. 
[X. S.] " (Signed) H. W. Frith, Clerk, &c." 

PURCHASE OF SCHOOIi liAND AND BUUiDINGS. 

With a firm conviction that it would be incumbent on the Board of Trustees 
in the public interest to erect suitable buildings for school purposes in such 
parts of the city aa would best meet the wants of the people, they early ap- 
pointed a Committee to enquire for and report upon such lands and buildings 
B8 would be eligible for permanent school sites and temporary use. Upon the 
report and recommendation of that Committee, the Board has purchased and 
BOW holds the deeds of the following properties : — 

One block of land 160 feet by 175 feet, with two-storey house and buildings 
thereon, situated on the corner of Wentworth and Saint James Streets, form- 
erly owned and occupied by the Hon. J. W. Weldpn, 
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One block of land 100 feet by 120 feet, with houses and buildings thereon, 
situated on the corner of Duke and Sydney Streets, and formerly owned by 
George Thomas and J. D. Lewin, Esquires. 

The first named property was secured shortly after the organization of the 
Board, at a cost of $6,000, and the latter in the summer of 1872, at a cost of 
$5,675.34, the amount being raised by the sales of debentures at par, payable 
in twenty-five years from date of issue, as provided by the Act. 

The securing of these extremely eligible lots of land in central positions, 
aflFords matter for congratulation, when the present cost is compared with the 
value the properties will have attained in a few years. The fact that there 
were upon the premises thus purchased, buildings which the Board at a com- 
paratively trifling expenditure have been able to convert into temporary school- 
houses, with five departments, accoifimodating over two hundred pupils, and 
capable of still further uses, thus saving the rents which would otherwise have 
to be paid, renders these purchases still more satisfactory to the Board and to 
the public. 

The Board has had it in mind to procure plans and enter upon the work of 
erecting a superior class of school buildings upon these lots, but was adverse 
to proceeding hastily, preferring that the pressure of necessity should force 
them to the expenditure which must necessarily be involved in such operations, 
rather than that they should enter upon them without that experience of the 
actual wants of the community which time alone could teach. A suflicient 
period has however elapsed to warrant the Board in expressing their belief, 
that a large building capable of ac^mmodating from 500 to 800 pupils, with 
proper class-iooms and a hall where they may be assembled for purposes of 
Examination or Exhibition, must be erected at an early day upon the lots owned 
by the Board on the corner of Duke and Sydney Streets, and they have already 
authorized a Committee to procure suitable plans preparatory to commencing 
the work. ' 

SCHOOIi BUIIiDIUGS. 

As already stated, the Board has from the outset met with great difficulties 
in securing suitable buildings for school purposes. Still it has been reasonably 
successful in providing comfortable rooms for all grades, sufficiently well dis- 
tributed over the City to prevent the necessity that would otherwise have 
existed of pupils travelling a greater distance than their friends could wish. 
Of course in the short time that elapsed between the organization of the Board 
and the time fixed by the Board of Education for the opening of schools, it was 
impossible to provide all the accommodation requisite for the crowd of children 
who presented themselves on the 15th day of January, 1872. But that the 
Board during that period were not idle, will appear from the following brief 
review of what was accomplished in that department : — 

GravHvnar Schaoi.—This Building with its three departments called for but little 
labour in its preparation, the rooms being sufficiently commodious and but little new 
furniture required to meet the wants of the pupils. 

BigU ScHool. — The Board obtained the use of the whole of the ground floor of the 
residence of the late Jarvis W. Hartt, Esq., on Dorchester Street, for the use of the high- 
est grade of female pupils, and proceeded to make such alterations as would temporarily 
accommodalte a sufficient number to form two schools of not less than 50 pupils, in each. 

^avancea Sehooi J^o. 1«— The Academy Building on King Street (East) taught 
by Messrs. Dole and others, was rented, and its two large rooms and class-rooms was 
found to afford ample provision for three departments of' boys somewhat advanced in 
their studies, and being in an extremely central position was rented and prepared for 
temporary use. 

Subsequently, the Board found it necessary to make extensive alterations in the plan 
and famishing of this buildiugy and the result has been that four large rooms capable of 
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accommodating over 200 pupils have been provided and used for the four grades of ad- 
vanced pupils and two grades of the primary. The changes made in this building were 
rendered necessary by the large number of pupils in primary grades living in that vi- 
cinity. 

Jidvanced, School J^o* 2. — ^The two-storey brick building on the corner of Lein- 
stcr and Wentworth Streets, known as the Varle'y School, was rented from the Trustees 
of the Centenary Church and converted into four commodious school-rooms, by partition- 
ing each floor, erecting the staircase at the northern end and providing requisite cloak- 
rooms. The whole building was painted and furnished with modem desks, blackboards 
with slated surfaces were provided, and everything requisite put in order for the accom- 
modation of over 200 pupils. The northern half of the building was assigned to two 
departments of boys, and the southern to two departments of girls, proper fences and 
divisions having been erected across the play-ground in front and the outbuildings in tho 
rear. 

^Advanced School Ko, 3. — There was in course of erection on Charlotte Street, 
opposite Horsfield Street, at the time the Committee were looking about for school 
buildings, a house designed for private boarding; but the owner, ifiss Chapman, very 
readily agreed to change her plans and convert it into a school-house. When completed, 
its three floors, containing six rooms, were fitted with the necessary furniture and appa- 
ratus, with water on each floor, proper out-buildings provided, and the yard surrounded 
"with a high, close board fence. 

This building has always been crowded with pupils, as many as 300 having been at- 
tending the four departments of advanced girls, and the two departments of primary 
boys and girls, the latter using the ground floor of the building. 

m/Mdvanced School JS'o, 4« — The commodious residence of tlie Hon. Judge Weldon 
situated on the corner of St. James and Wentworth Streets, having been purchased by 
the Board, was sufficiently altered and repaired to provide two large rooms for pupils in 
the Advanced Department residing in that locality ; the room on the ground floor being 
fitted up for boys, and that up stairs for girls, thus making room for the 160 children who 
sought admission. Subsequently, another room was prepared and furnished for the use 
of girls in the primary department. n 

Advanced School JS'o. 5. — Mr. Mills' school-building on Coburg Street, fonnerly 
used as the Provincial Training School, was obtained for advanced boys in that vicinity, 
and fitted up with suitable furniture aud apparatus. 

Advanced School No, 6. — The school-building on Sewell Street, owned by the 
Wardens and Vestry of St. John's Church, consisted of one large room and class-room, 
with two staircases leading thereto. These premises were rented, one of the staireases 
torn down, and three rooms formed ; the two up stairs for the use of advanced girls, and 
that on the ground floor for a mixed primary school. These were all properly furnished 
with pupils' desks and chairs, desk and chair for teacher, and other furniture and requi- 
sites. 

JPriwnary School J^o* 1.— The two upper flooi-s of a building on Brussels Street, 
near Union Street, owned by W. H. Bowman & Co., were rented and fitted fpr the use 
of pupils in the primary department, two rooms being: set apart for boys and two for 
girls. Extensive alterations had to be effected to provide this accommodation, the cost 
of which was borne by the owners, who used every exertion to meet the views of the 
Committee, and succeeded in completing their labours in time to allow the building to be 
used as one of the gathering places for pupils when permits for admission to the schools 
were first issued. These rooms were for a long time extremely over-crowded with 
pupils. 

JPrifwartr School No, 2. — This Building in the rear of the Brussels Street Baptist 
Church was rented, thoroughly repaired aud properly furnished for the use of girls in the 
primary branches. 

JPriMttfrtr School No, 3. — By aiTangement with the Directors o^ the Ragged 
. School, the Building on Brussels Street formerly known as the Orange Hall was secured, 
and extensive alterations made to fit it for two departments of primary scholare, the 
ground floor for boys and the upper floor for girls, each having separate entrances front 
and rear, and the long play-ground in the rear being divided^ts entire length by a close 
board fence. Suitable water-closets and out-buildings were provided, and furniture and 
apparatus supplied. 

Friwnary School No. A.— The school-building owned by the Wardens and Ves- 
try of St, Mary's Ohuroh, Waterloo Street, was deemed a suitable one for school purposes. 
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but only the ground floor could be secured, as the upper part was required for the use of 
the Sunday School connected with the Church. Aboard and glass partition was erected 
across the ground floor, dividing the large room into two departments, one for boys and 
the other for girls in the higher primary branches ; the northern room being used lor both 
boys and girls in the most primary grades. 

JPriwnary t^eho^l No, 6. — A small building in the rear of Exmoath Street, used as 
a school by Mrs. Mary Miller, was rented for temporary purposes, but it was not con- 
sidered sufficiently suitable to warrrant any outlay of the public funds in its repair and 
furnishing, as hirger and moi*e comfortable quarters were then in preparation in the 
neighbourhood. 

JFrifnaru School No. 6. — Mis^Estey's school-building on Peters Street was very 
desirably situated for the accommodation ofchildren in tliat vicinity, and the owner went 
to considerable expense in enlarging it, raising the roof, and making it fit for public use. 
When the repairs were completed it was, accordingly, fitted and furnished for the use of 
girls in the primary grades. 

Primaru School No. 7. — The large school population in the neighborhood of 
York Pointi rendered it of great importance to obtain a school-building in that locality; 
but the difficulties exi>crienced in not being able to find a place at all suitable, compelled 
the Committee to fall back upon the premises previously used for school purposes on the 
corner of Mill and North Streets, by the Misses Carletou, which being rented, were fitted 
up, and afforded accommodation for 70 or 80 boys and girls. 

JPrifftarir School No, .8.— A large room in the eli of the brick building on Ger- 
main Street opposite the Country Market, was rented for tho use of boys, and an entrance 
thereto secured by the main staircase of the building. When furnished, it afforded 
accommodation for about 60 pupils. 

At a lately period this building was abandoned, and two departments for boys and girls 
under the same name were opened in premises owned by the Board om the corner of 
Duke and Sydney Streets, where accommodation was provided tor about 100 pupils. 

Primary School No. 9.— A small room in the rear of a house on Wentworth 
Street near Elliot Kow, occupied and used as a school by Miss Mary E. Wright, though 
not considered suitable for general purposes, was, in the lack of obtaining other premises 
in that neighborhood rented, and when furnished, made semceabie for the accommo- 
dation of about 80 very small children of both sexes. 

Priwnary School N04 10. — ^The Committee wei-e able to meet the approaching 
demand for sciiool accommodation foe pupils residing on and near to Brussels Street, 
from Richmond to Hanover Streets, by leasing the Sunday School Building belonging to 
the Trustees of the Exmouth Street WeiSleyan Church, and converting it into &wq school- 
rooms — two for boys, two for girls, and one for the* little ones of both sexes. The outlay 
for this work was aiecessarily large, but the results, it was believed, would more than 
counterbalance that objection, and time has shewn the arrangement to have been in 
every way satisfactory. The rooms are large, airy, well lighted and ventilated, and 
afford accommodation for about 200 children. 

The building was at first designed for the use of pupils in 'both the advanced and 
primary departments, a portion of it being known as Advanced School No. 6, that on 
Seweli Street being called No. 7 ; but it was soon found that tJie demand for accommo- 
dati6n for primary pupils required the use of the whole building for pupils in the latter 
grades. 

JPrifnattr School No i 11.— A separate building in the rear of Mr. John Fiuen's 
residence, Charlotte Street, appi^ached by a broad alley and previously used for school 
purposes, was rented for the use of primary boys, and provided — aftersora.e needed re- 
pairs — accommodation for 50 pupils. 

JPrifnaru School No. 12. — ^This scJiool, with its two departments, was prepared 
and opened in the rooms on the ground floor of Advanced School No. 3, Charlotte Street, 
as already r'eferred to. 

. JPritttartr School No. 13. — A prinaary department of mixed boys and girls was 
prepared in the lower part of Advanced iSchool No. 6, Sewell Street, and has continued 
to be used fot that purpose. 

Primmry SchoohNo. 14- — ^A school-building owned by Mr. AndreT^" Gilmour on 
the south side of Duke Street, when repaired and furnished, was capable of seating about 
60 pupils— although nearly double that number for a time sought and gained admission — 
and was used for children of both sexes in the primary grades. 

P. iii. 10 r^ T 
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Fritnaru Sehool iV^o. 15. — A small room in the rear of a honso on the north^side 
of Qaeen Street, betwejBu Germain and Prince William Streets, was rented temporarily 
for children of both sexes in that neighborhood, the owner guaranteeing to erect new 
and more commodious premises for the use of the Board at an early day. 

Subsequently, three departments were opened on these premises, — one for boys, one 
for girls, and one for both boys and girls of the first grade,— and they have been con- 
ducted with the most satisfactory results. 

JPrivnaru School No. 16.>-A separate school-building on Queen Street, near the 
corner of Wentworth Street, was obtoiued at a reasonable rental^ and such repairs as 
were absolutely necessary, made. When furnished it was able to accommodate ahoat 
40 nupils of both sexes, although for a long period over 100 children had to be provided 
for on the confined premises. 

JPHfwarif Sehooi iV7>. 17. — The African School on Queen Street (EasO was placed 
nuder the management of the Trustees, and the reorn fitted and furnished in the samo 
manner as all other buildings. 

JP>rimmry SxHool No, 18. — A room in a building on Sydney Street, opposite the 
Old Burial Ground, was rented and prepared for primary boy's and girls, giving accom- 
modation for about 50 pupils.. 

In Carleton the Committee also experienced great diflScnlty in obtaining the 
use of buildings suitable for school purposes, but by strenuous eflfort they were 
able to report the following as being ready for use, or in a forward state of 
preparation, when the School Ldw should come into active force on the 15th 
January, 1S72 :— 

Advanced School No. 1. — The building at this head of King Street, formerly used 
as a Superior School was obtained, some necessary repairs made, and the rooms properly 
supplied with desks and chairs, and such other material as would be required for pupils 
of the advanced grades ; the upper floor being set apart for the use of girls, and the 
ground floor for boys, giving accommodation to over 100 pupils. 

Primary School No. 1. — Negotiations with the Trustees of the New Masonic 
Hall resulted in the Board leasing the ground flopr of that building, then in an entirely 
unfinished state. These premises were fitted up by the owners, under the direction of 
the Committee, for three schools, divided by board and glass partitions, the Board ad- 
vancing the necessary funds, to be deducted from the rent as it became due. These 
rooms when completed, which was not until after many other departments had been 
opened. Were furnished with desks and chairs and provided with the requisite material 
for the use of about 150 pupils,-— one department for boys, one for girls, and one for both 
sexes. 

Primary School No. 2. — The two rooms on the ground floor of the Catholic 
School Building were rented, and fitted for about 100 boys. Another room for the use 
of boys was subsequently added. 

Primary School No. 3.— The old Madras Building, dingy, gloomy, and uncom- 
fortable as it was, in the absence of other suitable places had to be secured, and its two 
large rooms and ante-rooms were prepared for use. Quite recently, this building has 
been materially improved by the removal of partitions and the» erection of new ones, 
thereby conveiting it into four serviceable school-rooms. 

Primary School No. 4.— The ''Bond Meeting House,'' at Sand Point, was the 
only building that could be obtained in that neighborhood, and much repair and im- 
provement were necessary to make it a fit place for the use of children during Ave hours 
of each day. The work was, however, accomplished, and the building furnished in the 
same manner a3 the rest of thje schools. 

At first pupils of both sexes of the four primary grades were placed under the care of 
one teacher, but subseq[uently a partition was erected dividing the building into two 
rooms, and a separation of the grades was effected. 

Primary School No. 6. — The use of a room in the City Hall having been obtained 
from the Committee of the Common Council, after considerable flifttculty and delay, it 
was fitted up and made available for between 60 and 60 children. 

Primary School No. 6. — One of the earliest duties of the Board was to provide 
some means of instruction for the children residing on Partridge Island. Accoixliugly, 
the n^e of a room in the Hospital at that place was secured, and a school opened with 13 
pupils which has been continued to the present time« 
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In process of time, as the number of pupils who presented themselves be- 
came too large to be accommodated in the buildings before named, other prem- 
ises had to be secured and properly furnished. Thus we now have Primary 
School No. 19, held in a room in Advanced School No. 4, and aflFording accom- 
modation for 30 girls ; Primary School No. 20, on St. James Street near Sydney 
Street, with three rooms accommodating 120 children,— one for boySj one for 
girls, and one for small children of both sexes ; Primary School No. 21, a room 
already referred to, Advanced School Building No. 1 ; Primary School Na 22, 
a room used for small boys, in the basement of the Grammar School Building ; 
Primary School No. 23, two rooms in a building owned by the Wardens and 
Vestry of St. James Church, Main Street, and fitted for the accommodation of 
over 80 children ; and new Primary School No. 5, in the basement of the St. 
John Presbyterian Church, King Street (East), with four departments, — two 
for boys and two for girls, accommodating about 150 pupils. 

In Garleton, in addition to the buildings and schools already named, the 
Committee rented, repaired and furnished a building on King Street, for the 
use of one department of advanced girls and one department of mixed primary 
children, the two rooms accommodating 80 pupils. 

The work involved in the preparation of these buildings cannot be estimated 
from the brief account of the preparation of schools given above ; for, apart 
from the time nnd attention necessary to search out and visit the premises, find 
the owners and confer upon the terms upon which they could be obtained, and 
enter into agreements and leases, there was the employment of carpenters and 
masons to make the necessary repairs ; the transit and putting in of furniture ; 
the purchasing and setting up of stoves; the providing of fuel ; the manufacture 
of blackboards ; the getting in of a hundred school supplies and requisites ; the 
obtaining of maps, globes, and other apparatus ; the selection and employment 
of teachers under legal contract; 'the issue and sale of debentures, and the 
negotiations of loans to provide the means for carrying on all thS work ; the 
preparation and adoption of a curricidum that should cover the whole ground 
to be traversed by the public schools ; the preparation of forms for the admis- 
sion and transfer of pupils, and very many other duties equally pressing and 
important to the successful operation of the new system. 

JSetween the 30th October, 1871, and the 15th January, 1872, fourteen regu- 
lar Board meetings were held, at which the reports of the several Committees 
were received, thoroughly discussed, and action taken upon them, 

SUBDITMIONS OF THB SCHOOIi DISTRICT. 

In order the better to provide for the classification and distribution of the 
children who should present themselves for admission to the Public Schools 
the Board divided the district into six sections, defined by leading thorough- 
fares, and enclosings as nearly as possible within the bounds of each, an equal 
proportion of the school population. These divisions were as follows, the line 
of separation being in each case the centre of the street named : — 

Section 1.— -All that portion of the City lying to the East of Waterloo Street and 
North of Union Street. 

Section 2.— All that portion of the City lying to the West of Waterloo Street and 
North of Union Street. 

Section 3.-— All that portion of ihe City lying West of Sydney Street and South of 
XJnion Street. 

Section 4.— All that portion of the City lying East of Sydney Street and South of 
Duke Street. 

Section 5.— All that portion of the City lying East of Sydney Street, between Union 
and Duke Streets. 
Section 6.— All that portion of the City lying on the West side of the Harbour, 
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FIRST C}ATHERI9rGS OF PVPIIiS. 

In accordance with the Secretary's public advertisement, the children re- 
siding \Vithin the several Sections of the School District, assembled during the 
week from January 15th to 20th, 1872, at specified buildings to meet the 
Board, its Secretary, and a Board of Examiners composed of C. G. Coster, Ph. 
D., J. Bennet, Ph. D., E. Manning, M. A., W. P. Dole, M. A., J. W. Ilartt, M. 
A., W.Mills, and J. Montgomery, Esquires, and be assigned to the several 
schools within the Section for which their attainments would fit them. These 
gatherings were held in the followi«g order: — 

For Skction 1. — On Monday, January 15th, at Primary School No. 1 (Bowman's 
Buildinpr), Brussels Stroel, near Union Street. 

For Sectioi^ 2.— On Tuesday, January 16th, at the Mechanics* Institute, Carleton 
Street. 

For Section 3.— On Wednesday, January ITth^ at the Gmrotaar School, Germain 
Street. 

For Section 4.--On Thursday, January 18th, at Advanced School No. 4 (Weldoa 
House), corner of Weutworth and St. James Streets. 

For Section 5.— On Friday, January 19th, at Advanced School No. 3 (Chapman 
House), Charlotte Street, opposite Horsfield Street. 

For Section 6. — On Saturday, January 20th, at the City Hall, Carleton. 

Many hours of each day wero thus spent by the Board and its officers in the 
issue of permits under the signature of the Secretary, who, at the fifteenth 
meeting of the Board, held on January 22nd, 1872, reported that he had regis- 
tered the names of 2,776 pupils, of whom 1,551 were boys and 1,225 girls, 
temporarily graded as follows : — 

To Boys Grammar School, 108 

Girls High SchcK)l, 107 

• ^ • Advanced Schools, .... 913 

Primary Schools, .... 1648 

Of course, the business of grading in such a brief period, and with the 
crowding inseparable from swch gatherings, was of a very superficial character, 
no definite limits to the grades having at that time been made. This much, 
however, was- accomplished: Within one week; nearly 3000 children had been 
enrolled by. the Secretary, together with their ages, residences, and names of 
parents or guardians; and a rough classification made of the whole number, 
into the three divisions of Primary, Advanced, and High Schools, where they 
could be readily reached and more thor6ughly exam'inedfbr that perfect grading 
necessary to the complete operation of the system adopted by the Board. 
, The general appearance of the children who presented themselves at these 
first gatherings accompanied in many cases by their parents, was exceedingly 
gratifying; their bright, happy faces beaming with excitement and pleasure at 
the novelty of the proceedings ; and, where the gatherings were in school- 
buildings, parents and children alike gave expression to their delight at seeing 
the rooms so coipfortably furnished; presenting, as they did, such, a marked 
contrast to those formerly in existence. 

•Ob Monday^, 22nd January, 1872, the schools ready for the reception of pupils 
were formally opened, and the following teachers entered upgn the duty ot 
instruction:-^ 

Grammar School, Boys— Adranded School No. 1, Boys-* ' 

C. G. Coster, Ph. D., Principal, Grade 3. W. P. Dole, M. A., Principal, Grade 4. 

E. Manning, M. A., Grade 2. D. P. Chisholm, Grade 3. 

W. V. Wilkiiis, B. A., Grade 1. . Thomas Stothart, Grades 1*2. 

High School, Girls— Advanced School, Na. 2, Boys— 

Jarvis W. Hartt, M. A., Principal. John Benuet, Ph. D., Principal, Grade 2. 

Ann Wetmore, Associate. • W. C. Simpson, Grade 1, *' 
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Advanced School No. 2, Girls— Pritoarv School No. 8, Boys- 
Margaret McFee, Grade 2. Abigail A. Williams. 
Isabella Humphrey, Grade 1. Primary School No. 4, Boys- 
Advanced School No 3, Girls— Edwin II. Frost, Priiicipali Grades 3 4^ 4. 
Sarah J. Parkin, Principal, Grade 4. Primary School No. 4, Girls — 
Hannah (Crawford, Grade 3. | Phoebe Vincent, Grades 3 & 4. 
Advanced School, No. 4, Boys— Primarv School No. 4, Mixed- 
John Thompson, Principal, Grade 1. Catherine Barton, Grades 1 & 2. 
Advanced School No. 4, Girls— Primarv School No. 5, Mixed— Mary Miller. ' • 

Bessie C. Otty» Grade 1. Do. No. 6, Girls— Elizabeth Eatey. 
Advanced School No. 5, Boys— William Mills. Primary School No. 7, Mixed- 
Advanced School No. 6, Boys — Charlotte Baldwin. 3Iarv A. Carleton. Grades 3 & 4. 
Do. Girls— Sara E. Wood. Tere'sa Carleton, Grades 1 & 2. . 
Advanced School No. 7, Girls — S. Caroline Frost. Primarv School No. 8, Bo vs— James' Sugrrue. 
Primary School No. 1, Boys— Do. No. 9, Mixed, Mary E. Wright. 
Thomas Simpson, Principal, Grades 3 & 4. Do. No. 10, Mixed, Bessie H. Boyd. 
D. George Bennet; Grades 1 & 2. Do. No. 11, Boys— John Finen. 
Primary School No. 1, Girls— Do. No. 12, Girls- Amelia Roberts. 
Marion J. Wood, Grades 3 & 4. Do. No. 13, Mixed— Maria Theal. 
Kate Sugrue, Grades 1, 2, 3 ^ 4. Do. No. 14, do. Sarah E. Hennigar. 
Primary School No. 2, Girls— Annie M. Robinson. Do. No. 16, do. Lydia E. Williams. 
Primary School No. 3, Girls— Do. No. 16, do. Lizzie Denham. 
Hepzibah Chipman, Principal. s Do. • No. 17, do. Israel T. Richardson. 

Do. No. 18, do. Maggie J. Robinson. 

Annie A. Theal, 0. Maria Treadwell, Josephine Wetmore, Hattie A. Barker, 
Anna B. Frost, Eliza 0. Jordan, Janet P. Robertson, Maggie C. Sharpe and 
Annie Murray, were reserved to do temporary duty wherever the pressure of 
numbers should call for their assistance, untjl the new rooms in course of pre- 
paration could be opened. 

In Carleton, the schools and teachers were as follows : — 

Advanced School No. 1, Boys— Advanced School No. 1, Girls- 

John Montgomery, Principal. Sara R. Whipple, I x^nointa^ 

Susie T. Robertson. Associate. Kate E. Carr, S ^ssociaies. 

Primary School No. 2, Boys— Thos. O-Rielly, Principal, Grades 3 & 4; Mary A. Nanuery, Grades 1 & 2. 

There were reserved for duty, as needed, in schools nearly ready to be 
opened : — James Ritchie, Margaret Brittain, Deborah A. Thompson, Marion M. 
McWilliams, and Grace E. Ells. 

It was found necessary, however, to make many transfers of teachers during 
the first term, as the exigencies of the service demanded. A full list of the 
teachers engaged, their classification, salaries, terms of service, and schools in 
which they taught, will be found in the semi-annual returns in another portion 
of this Report. 

COURSE OF WIJBY* 

Having succeeded in starting the schools under the new Law, it became of 
the utmost importance that a course of study should be prepared and adopted 
for each grade of the three departments of Primary, Advanced, and High. or 
Grammar School^?, suited to the capacities of the children, and gonfined within 
such limits as would best economiafe the time and talents of the pupils as well 
as the powers of the teachers, and thereby ensure the most thorough work. 
The necessity of such a classification of studies beiug felt by the Board, they 
called to their aid the services of Dr. Coster, Dr. Bennet, Messrs. Hartt, Mills, 
Manning, Dole and Montgomery, gentlemen who had long been engaged in the 
work of Education, and whose experience would guide them to proper results 
in laying down' a simple yet comprehensive course, covering those branches 
that.wpuld prove of the greatest utility jp, fitting the youth of the City for the 
duties of future years. 

These gentlemen most heartily entered into the work assigned .them, and 
devoted to the preparation of the curriculum much time and careful cohsideiv 
ation. The views of each were obtained on every subject brought before 
them, and no onward step was decided on without the fullest discussion, and a 
conclusiorr reached in accordance with the deliberate judgment of all. 
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The result of tbei4r labours was submitted iu a Report to the Board, which 
was adopted, and with some additions, was afterwards embodied iu the follow- 
ing course of study : — 

1. Pupils shall not be admitted to any of the Public Schools before the age 
of five years, and they shall continue members of each grade in order, until 
they shall have satisfactorily completed the course laid down, as certified upon 
Examination. 

2. They shall be carefully instructed in the principles of Christian morality. 

3. Care shall be taken in every lesson, but especially in oral and object les- 
sons, to habituate the children to the use of correct language. 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS, 
Grade I. 



Bec^dina. ^'WordB of four letters, Wall 
Cards ana Primer. 

Spelling. —Words of four letters; 

Writing. — ^Woinis of four lettera in script 
or print on slate. 

Arithmetic. — Count numbers to 20. Add 
together any two nuitibers whose sum shall 
not exceed '20. 



0&;ec^.— Name and describe objects and 
their parts. 

Form and Color. — ^Distinguish straight 
and curved lines. Distinguish and name 
primary colors. 

IfisceUaneoits. — Name the days of the 
week, months of the year, and seasons. 



Grade II. 



Beading.— Words of two syllables, Royal 
Reader No. 1. 

Spelling . — Words of two syllables. 

Writing. — Copy and punctuate on slate, 
easy sentences from Royal Reader Ndr. 1. 
Copy on paper capital and small letters, and 
form words. 

Arithmetic.--Work easy sums in addition 
and {subtraction, mentally as well as on 
slave. Master first halt of Multiplication 



Grade III. 



Table. Set down and read num¥ei*s not 
exceeding three figures. 

Objects. — Simple qualities of objects. 

Form and Color. — Outline forms of 
straight and cnrTed lines. Distinguish and 
name primary and secondary colors. 

Natural History. — Distinguish and name 
common animals. 

Animal Physiology. — Distinguish and 
name ^e principal parts of the body. 



iJear^tn^r.— Roval Reader No. 2. • 

Spelling. — Words from Royal Reader 
No. 2. 

Writing. — Copy and punctuate on slate, 
sentences from Royal Header No. 2. Write 
a plain, legible hand, from head lines. 

^ri^Ame^/c. — Master the whole of the 
Multiplication Table. Notate and numer- 
ate up to millions. Work short sums in the 
four primary rules with facility and accu- 
racy, both mentally and on slate. Know 
tl\e tables of weights and measut*es. Mul- 
bolland^s Arithnie|;i^ to section 54. 

Geography. — An8\^or easy oral questions 
on geographical terms, witli use of maps of 



the hemispheres. 

Objects. — The distinctive qualities and 
uses of objects. 

Form and Co/or.— Outline forms bounded 
by straight and curved lines. Distinguish 
and nauie the primary, secondary, and ter- 
tiary colors. 

Natural History. — Distinffn)£)i and name 
common animals, their habits and mode of 
life. 

Animal Physiology. — Distinguish and 
name the principal parts of the body and 
their uses. 

Natural Philosophy. '^SimiAQ forms of 
matter. 



Grade IV. 



Beading. — ^Royal Reader No. 3 . Answer 
intelligently, questions on the subject of the 
lesson. 

iS/)eWiw<7.— Manning's Speller, to page 31. 
Spell and give the meanings of common 
words in the reading lesson. 

Writing. — Dictation of easy sentences 
froiii Reader. A fatr hand on paper. 

AHthmetic. -— Mulholland to page 84. 
Tables. 

Geo^rropfcy.— Maps of the Hemispheres 
and New Brunswick. Tl^e Qivples traced 
on the terrestrial globe, 



English Grammar.— Oral lessons on the 
elements, Robertson's to section 51. 

Objects. — Classification of natural and 
developed qualities. 

Form and Color. — Outline Drawing. 
Harmony of colors. 

Natural History. — Structure of animals 
as adapted to their modes of life. Common 
forms of plant life. Names ol minerals. 

Animal Physiology. — ^Parts of the body 
and their uses. 

JfaturaU Philosophy. -Simple properties 
9f matter. Names of mechanical powers. 

Digitized by 



1873 



trustees' reports. — SAINT JOHN. 



79 



ADVANCED SCHOOLS. 
Grade I. 



Heading, — ^Roj^al Reuader No. 4. 

Spelling. — Words from Reader in use, 
with their defiuition. Classified Speller to 
the end of Part 1. 

Writing. — ^Dictation from Reader. Copy 
Books. 

Arithmetic, — Mulholland to page 112. 
Tables. 

Geography, — ^Maps of Europe and North 
Amenca. Review work on Hemispheres 
and New Brunswick. 



English Grammar.— Robertson to pago 
40. Analyze simple sentences from Reader* 

Objects', — Classiiication of (qualities. 

Foiifn and Color. — Outline Drawing. 
Tints and shades. 

Natural History, — Classification of ani- 
mal and plant life. Minerals and their uses. 

Animal Physiology, Adaptation of the 
parts of the body to uses intended. 

Natural Philosophy, --The mechanical 
powers, Properties Of the atmosphere. 



Grade H. 



Heading, — Royal Readers Nog. 4 and 6. 

Spelling — Words from Reader, with their 
definition and derivation, aiMl the use of 
Manning's Classified Speller. 

Writing, Dictation from reader. Copy 
Books. 

Composition, — ^Reproduce in other lan- 
guage, any easy narrative road bv teacher. 

Arithmetic, — Mulholland to end. 

Geography, — General knowledge of the 
Map of the Dominion of Canada and British 
Empire. Calkin to page . Problems on 
terrestrial globe. 

English 6J'ramwiar.— Robertson to p. 70. 
Analyze and parse any ordinary sentence 
contained in reading lesson. , 

History, — Chronological outlines^ 



(?come^ry.— Geometrical forms. Defini- 
t^ns of the first book of Euclid's Elements. 
(Chambers') . 

J^rawinq. — Outline forms. 

Natural History, — Classification of ani- 
mal and plant life. Minerals and their uses. 

Animal Physiology, — The human body, 
its parts and uses. 

Natural Philosophy,— Vh^nom^iA of tho . 
atmosphere. 

ia^t^.-— Biyce's First Book, (in schools 
where prescribed) . 

GreeA;.— Brace's First Booky (in schools 
where prescnbed). 

French and German may be begun with 
prescribed elementary reading. 



Grade III. 



Beading, — ^Royal Reader No. 5. 

Writing, — Dictation from reader. Copy 
Books. 

i^pcWtw^r.— Classified Speller to page 100. 

Compositiofn, — Laurie's First Steps. — 
Paraphrase narrative passages in Reader. 

Arithmetic, — Sangster to page 150. — 
Tables. 

Geography, — Calkin to page 40. Draw 
maps m that part, 

English Grammar, — ^Robertson through- 
out. Analyze and parse any prose passage 
of not more than average difficulty in reader. 

JSw^ory.— First half of authorized text- 
book on England. 



6?cowe<ry.— First book of Euclid. 

Algebra,— 'To the end of Simple Equa- 
tions of one unknown quantity. 

Dramw^.— Line perspective. 

Natural History, — Classification of ani- 
mal and plant life. Minerals and their uses. 

Animal Physiology,— ThQ human body, 
its pai-ts and uses. 

Natural Philosophy,— VhenomexiB, of tho 
atmosphere. Barometer. 

Latin, — Bryce's Fii-st Book to end. 

6?reeA;.— -Bryce's First Book. 

Fr,ench and G^erw»a».— Continued. 



Grade IV. 



Beading, — ^Royal Reader No. 5. 

Writing, —jyiciAiion from Reader. Copy 
Books. 

Spelling, — Classified Speller to page 125. 

Arithmetic, — Sangster to page 274. 

Composition, — Laurie's Firet Steps. — 
Write a theme on reading lesson. Write 
an ordinary letter. 

Geography,— QBXkhx to page 114. Map 
drawing. 

English G^rawiwiar.— Robertson through- 
out. 

jH'w^orjj.— Text-book onBritish and Brit- 
ish American History. 

-Euclid, Books II. & III. 



Algebra,— Ab far as Quadratics. 

Jhrawing, -Walter Smith's Series. 

Natural History ,—Pr&ng^a Series. 

Natural Philosophy,— Authorized Text- 
book. 

Animal Physiology, — Authorized Text- 
book. 

Book-keeping,— Etiton & Frazee to p. 104. 

^«^ronomy.— ^Simple exercises on celes- 
tial globe. 

ia^m.— Brytse's Second Book. Virgil, 
BookL 

(?re6A;.— Bryce's First and Secpnd Books. 

French and German,— Puiol continued. 
Begin Telemaque. j 
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GIRLS'. HIGH SCHOOL. 
Grape I. 



Beading* — ^Royal Reader No. 6. 

Writing. — Dictation from Reader. Copy 
Books. 

Spelling, — Manning, Part II. Exorcises 
in deflnition and derivation of words in 
reading lesson. 

Composition, — ^Dalgleish, Part I. Semi- 
monthly exercises in epistolary composition. 
£ssay8. 

Arithmetic, — Review of Fractions and 
• Compound Rules in Sangster, with Propor- 
tion, Interest and Discount. 

Drawing, — Walter Smith's Series. 

Grade II. 



Geography, — Calkin, terrestrial globe, 
mapping, confined to Dominion of Canada. 

English Orammar, — Analysis and Syn- 
tactical parsing. 

History, — British Empire, Rome. 

Book-keeping. — ^Eaton & Erazee. 

Algebra, — ^Todhunter to page 105. 

Natural History. — ^Prang's Series. 

Natural Philosophy, — Authorized Text- 
book. 

i«/*n.— Bryce's First Book. 

jPVcnc^.— Pujol. 4 books of Telemaque. 



i?ecf(ftn^.— Roval Reader No. 6. Cow- 
per's " Task." 

Spelling, — Manning. Latin and Greek 
roots. 

TTnVtn^r.— Dictation. Copy Books. 

Composition. — Dalgleish, part 1 com- 
pleted. Semi-monthly exercises in episto- 
lary composition. Essays. 

Arithmetic, — Sansster complete. 

Geography, — Calkin. Bryce's Ancient 
Geography. 

English Grammar, Advanced Analysis 
and syntactical parsing. Prosody. 



History, — Greece. 

Geometry. — ^Euclid; Book I. 

Mensuration. 

Algebra. — ^Todhunter to page 200. 

Drawing, — ^Walter Smith's Series. 

Natural History. -^Fr&ng' 8 Series. 

Natural Philosophy. — Authorized Text- 
book. 

Chemistry, — McAdara's ** Common 
Things." 

Botany. — Gray's " How Plants Grow." 

Latin, — Bryce's Second Book. 

Fr^ch , — Pujol . 



Grade HI. 



22eae?iw^.— Milton's *' Paradise Lost." — 
Shakespeare, (Select Plays) . TcVinyson or 
other poets. 

Bhetoric. 

History of English Literature. 

Geometry, — Euclid, Book U. Review 
Book I. 

Algebra. — ^Todhunter completed. 

Astronomy. — Authorized Text-book. — 
Celestial globe. 

Geography. — Bryce's Ancient. 



History, — Greece and Rome. 

Latin, — Bryce's Second Book. -^ueid. 
De Amicitia. 

Geology. — Outlines. 

Botany. — Gray's " How Plants Grow." 

Drawing. — Walter Smith's Series. 

Natural History. — Prang's Series. 

Natural Philasqphy. — Authorized Text- 
book. 

French.— Fnyyl. Charles XU. 

German, 



BOYS' HIGH OR GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
Gdade I. 



^eaffin^;.— Royal Reader No. 6. 

Spelling, — ^Manning complete. 

Composition. — Dalgleish, Part I. 

Arithmetic, — Saiigstfer. 

Book-keeping, — !^ton Sc Frazee. 

English Grammar, — Robertson — analy- 
sis and parsing. 

Geography, — Calkin complete. Ancient, 
Map No. 1. 

History, — British Enapire, Rome. 

G^coTwe^ry.— Euclid, Book IV. Review^ 
Books I. and II. Definitions Book V. — 
Practical Mathematics and Tables begun. 

Grade n. 



Algebra, — Todhnnter. 

Drawing. — ^Walter Smith's Series. 

Natural History, — Pi*ang's Series. 

Natural Philosophy. — Authorized Text- 
book. 

Animal Physiology. — Authorized Text- 
book. 

ia^m.— Virgil (^neid). 

Greek. — Xenophou (Anabasis). 

-French.— Pujol. Fotir Books of Tele- 
maque. 

German, 



Beading, — ^Royal Reader No. 6. 

English Grammar, — Robertson com- 
plete. .Analysis and syntactical parsing. 

Composition. — ^Dalgleish, Part II. 

Arithmetic. — Sangster complete. 

Book-keeping, — Eaton & Frazee com^ 
plete. 



Geometry. — ^Euclid, Book VI. Review 
Books HI, IV, and definitions of V. Prac- 
tical Mathematics continued. 

Geography. — Calkin, Bryce's Ancient. 
Maps— Italia Antiqua, Asia Minor Antiqua, 
Terrestrial Globe. 

jr^^or^.— British N. America, Oreece. 
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Algebra, — Todhunter. 

Chemistry. — Mc Adam's " Common 
Things." 

Drawing, — ^Walter Smith's Series. 

Natural History,— Vr2kng'% Series. 

Natural Philosophy. — ^Authorized Text- 
book. 



Animal Physiology. — Authorized Text- 
book. 
Latin. — Horace (Odes). 
Greek. — Homer (Iliad). 
J'rencA.— Pujol. Chailes XU. 
German. 



Grade IH. 



Beading. — Cowper's "Task." Milton's 
** Paradise Lost." 

English Grammar. — ^Analyse, parse and 
scan any ordinaiy passage in the poetical 
eeiections in course of reading, with deri- 
vation. 

CowpowYion.— Paraphrase passages from 
reading lessons. Letter wnting. Essays. 

Arithmetic. — Sangstcr complete. 

Book-keeping. — Eaton & Frazee com- 
plete. 

Practical Mathematics. — 

Algebra. — Todhunter. 

Geography. — Br5^ce's Ancient. Haps of 
Grecia Antiqua and the Orbis Romauus. 



History. — Outlines of Universal History, 

Drawing. — Walter Smith's Series. 

Animal Physiology. — Authorized Text- 
book. 

Natural History. — ^Prang's Series. 

Natural Philosophy. — Authorized Text- 
book. 

Latin. — Horace. Finish De Seuectute 
and Pro Archia. 

(?reeA;.— Homer. Finish Alcestis of Eu- 
ripedes. 

French. — ^Pujol. Conversations. 

German. 



BIJI4ES ANU BEGVI^ATIONS. 

The Board arranged to hold two school sessions each day ; three hours in the 
morning and two in the afternoon. They placed in the hands of each pupil 
for thd information of parents, a copy of the requisitions of the Board of Edu- 
cation ; and embodying the same with other rules of the Board for the guidance 
of both teachers and pupils, placed them in printed form in a conspicuous place 
in each school. The Rules thus prepared, are as follows : — 

'^ The schools shall open punctually at 9 a. h., and close at 4 p. h., with an intermission 
of two hours from 12 to 2 o'clock. There shall also be a morning recess of not more than 
15 minutes, to be given between half-past ten and eleven o'clock ; and in the Primary 
Schools only, an atternoon recess of ten minutes, to be given about three o'clock. 

'*The teachers are required to be in their respective schools at least 30 minutes before 
the time fixed for opening the school, and pupils on entering are to be subject to the 
rules of order for school hours. 

'^ No teacher shall be absent from the school during the prescribed hours without per- 
mission from the Trustees, except in case ot sickness ; in which case the absence is to be 
immediately reported to the Trustees through their Secretary. 

'' The teachers shall see that the care-takei-s of the school-buildings fkithfuHy perform 
their duties, so that the rooms are kept in proper order in respect to cleanliness, neatness, 
heating and ventilation. In winter the tempei^tore during the first hour of the morning 
and afternoon shall not exceed 70 degrees, nor 66 degrees during the rest of the day. 

" The teachers shall exercise strict vigilance over all the school property under their 
charge ; have a care thjat yards, sheds and out-houses are kept clean and in order ; and 
see that their respective rooms are locked after school hours. Prompt notice of any sup- 
plies which may be i-equired for the schools, or repairs to buildings or fhmiture, is to be 
given in writing to the Secretary of the Trustees. 

** When the Schools are visited by the Chief Superintendent of Education, the Trustees 
and their Secretary, the City Superintendent or the County Inspector, the pupils shall 
rise from their seats on the entering and retiiing of the visitors, and the utmost respect 
be paid them while inspecting the school. 

" Every teacher shall keep in a conspicuous place in the school-room a Time Table 
approved by the Trustees, shewing the order of exercises for each day in the week,, and 
the time devoted to each per day. 

" The School Register shall be kept with the greatest care and accuracy, and the roll 
be called every morninff and afternoon before the commencement of school work. 

" In the conduct of nie school the strictest order must be maintained, but no teacher 
shall rasort to corporal punishment as a means of discipline. .When the conduct of a 
pupil is such as. to merit extraordinary punishment, the cii^cumstances shall at oxxQQ be 
ti*ansmitted in writiAg to the Trustees through their Secretary^ fQr th^ir decision. 
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*' Teachers are required to keep a record of the address of the parents or guardians of 
their pupils, and so far as is consistent with their other duties, endeavour by intercourse 
with them to make themselTes acquainted with the temperament, habits, and wants of 
their scholars. 

** A Roll of Honor shall be kept of those pupils who are not absent a day from school 
dunng each Term ; and in case of transfer, an Honor Certificate shall be given to each 
pupil not absent a day from school while enrolled on the Register. 

** Teachers are required to keep a Merit Book for the daily recording of the school 
standing of the pupils ; to be made up and registered weekly, and statedly reported to 
the parents or guardians of the scholars. 
" Teachers arc required to be particular — 
** That tbe.papils come to school clean and tidy in person and clothes ; avoid idle- 
ness, profanity, falsehood and deceit, quaWelliug and fighting; be kind and 
courteous to their tellows ; obedient to their instructors, diligent in their studi(fs ; 
and conform to the rules of the school. 
" That they present an excuse fi-om parent or guardian, for tardiness or absence 

from school. 
*' That they be present at each inspection and examination of the school or depart- 
ment, or present a satisfactory excuse for absence. 
" That they be amenable to the teacher for any misconduct on the school premises, 
or in going to or retuniing from school, except when accompanied by parent or 
guardian, or some person appointed by them. 
"That they come to school- with the prescribed Text-books and school requisites 
needed in the classes. 
" Teachers are not to admit or alloyr to continue in school, any pupil affected with or 
exposed to any contagious disease, until all danger of contagion shall have passed away, 
as certified in writing bv a medical man. 

" No collection shall "be taken up or subscription solicited in school for any purpose, 
or notice of Shows or Exhibitions given without the consent of the Trustees. 

" Any school property that may be wilfully injured or destroyed by any pupil, is to be 
made good forthwith by bis parent or guardian. 

*' (Signed) W. H. A. Keaks, Chairman. 

" John J. March, Secretary J^ 

SCHOOIi SESSIONS* 

The Board at various times has been called on to consider the question of 
Bcbool sessions, and after mature deliberation they came to the decision that 
for the winter months it was preferable to hold only one session of five hours, 
with such intermissions as would relieve the tediousness of long confinement, 
and afford opportunities for thoroughly ventilating the sclKK)l-rooms. To secure 
the carrying out of this decision, correspondence was had with the Board of 
Education, which resulted in permission to adopt such a course ; and for two 
winters it has been carried into practical effect with general satisfaction. The 
hours for the spring, summer, and autumn months were changed from those 
originally named to the following : — 

• Morning Session — Open at 9.30 a. m. ; close at 12.30 p. m. 

Afternoon Session — Open at l.SO p. u. ; close at 3.30 p. h* 

APPODITJIEENT OF CIT¥ StJPEBDnTElVDENT* 

The Board found the duties devolving upon them and their Secretary of such 
a pressing character, that it became of the utmost importance that assistance 
should be obtained to aid them in that department of their labors relating to 
the examination, classification and transfer of pupils, as well as other matters 
connected with the internal work of the schools ; and they, therefore, on the 
11th March 1872, withdrew Dr. Bennet from the Principalship of Advanced 
School No. 2, and appointed him to the position of Superintendent of the City 
Schools. An account of the work specially referred to his supervision, will be 
found in his Report hereto annexed. 
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RESULT OF THE FIRST TERM'S OPERATIONS. 

The first School Term closed on the 30th April, 1872, at which time the 
teachers made up their reports for the Board of Education, which were also 
embodied in one return from the Trustees. This return, which will be found 
in full in another portion of this report, may be thus summarized : — 

Numbor of Schools in operation, ----- 70 

** Pupils enrolled on School Registers, - - - 3,607 

*' Pupils under 16 years of age, - - - - 3,294 

** Pupils over 15 years of age, - - - . 313 

*' Bovs, 2,069 

** Girls," 1,538 

* *' Departments in Grammar School, - - - 3 

" Departments in High School, - - - - 3 

" Departments in Advanced Schools, - - - 21 

." Departments in Primary Schools, - - - 89 

•* Kvening Schools, ----- 4 

Length of School Term in teaching days, - - - - 68 

Total days' attendance by all the Pupils, - - . - 146,302 

Number of Pupils daily present on an average, - - - 2,499 

"Average number of Pupils daily present in each School, - - 36 

Number of official visits to Schools by Trustees and Secretary, - 190 

** Visits by Inspector and Oity Superintendent, - - 119 

" ** Members of Parliament, - - - 18 

*' 'f Clergymen, ----- 38 

" " Teachers from other Schools, - - 84 

" " Other Visitors, - - - - 284 

The Teachers' Reports, which do not, however, shew the whole work performed in 
the schools, give the number of pupils pursuing the several branches as follows: — Vocal 
Music, 1.090; Reading, 3,301 ; Recitation, 1,208; Spelling from Reading Lessons, 2,882 ; 
Spelling from classified Text-book, 2,490; Oral Geography, 1,938; Text-book, 641; First 
lessons in Drawing, 743; Map drawing, 66; Sketch-book, 46; First lessons in Writing, 
743; Plalf-texfc, 727; Fine-hand, 1,920; Oral Arithmetic, 112; Mental Arithmetic, 2,961; 
Slate, 2,979; Oral Grammar on reading lessons, 1,396; Text-book and Analysis, 1,776; 
British American History, 138; British, 736; Greek and Roman, 45; Composition, 646; 
Book-keeping, 199; Chemistry, 54; Latin, 221; Algebra, 160; Geometry, 176; Navi- 
gation, 7;. Natural Philosophy, 195; Greek, 60; French, 378; Botany, 12; Natural His- 
tory, 52. 

RESULTS OF SECOND TERM, 

The second School Term opened on the 1st May, and closed on the Slst 
October 1872, embracing a ppriod of 105 teaching days. 

The following, summary, as shewn by the appended returns, will afford a fair 
idea of the condition of the schools during this term : — 

Number, of Schools in operation, - ' - - - - 76 

. ** Pupils enrplled on School Begisters, - - - 4,675 

." . Pupils under 15 years of age, - - - - 4,304 

" Pupils over 15 yeai*8, - - - - - 371 

** Bovs, ' . - 2,453 

*^ Girls, ■ - - . . • . . . 2,222 

** Departments in Grammar School, - - ^ 8 . 

« . <• High School, - - - - 3 

" ■ ** Advanced Schools, - - -IS 

<« " • " Primary Schools, - . - 43 

** Evening Schools, - -. - - - 4 

" Pupils attending Grammar School, - - - ' 123 

" . **. High School, -: - - - 158 

*< " Advanced Schools, - - - 1,053 

<* - " Primary Schools, - - - 3,076 

, : " ". Evening Schools, - - . - 265 

Total clays' attendance "by all the Pupils, - - - - 252,252 

Number of Pupils daily present on an average, - - - 2,553 

Average number of Pupils daily present in each School, - - 34 
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Number of official visits to Schools by Tioistees and Secretary, - 168 

Number of official visits by Inspoetor and City SuperiuteDdent, - 292 

" Visits bv Members of Parliament, - . - 7 

" " ' Clergymen, 77 

" " Tcacliera from other Schools, - - 102 

«< '< Other Visitors, 368 

Number of Pupils studying Vocal Music, 1,592; Beading^, 4,348; Becitation, 2,225 ; 
Oral Spelling and Definition, 3,683 ; Spelling Book and Dictation, 2,840 ; Oral Geo«rraphy, 
2,244; Text-book, 1,163; First lessons in Drawing, 499; Map dv^wing, 89; Sketch-book, 
203; First lessons in Writing, 1,420; Half-text, 823; Fine-hand, 2,240; Oral Arithmetic, 
297; Mental, 3,824; Slate, 3,839; Oral Grammar and Analysis, 1,399; Text-book, 2,133; 
British Amciican History, 160; British, 790; Greek and Boman, 64; Composition, 943; 
Book-keepiisg, 140; Chemistry, 127; Latin, 221; Greek, 32; Algebra, 227; Geometry, 
210; Navigation, 3; Natural Philosophy, 1,621; French, 327; German, 14, 

RESULTS OF THE THIRD TERM. 

The Winter Term of 1872-3 opened on November Ist, 1872, and cloned on 
April 30tb, 1873, embracing a period of 118 teaching days. 

The following facts summarized from the Semi-annual Returns, shew the 
number of schools in operation, and other particulars : — 

Number of Schools,* -------76 

** Pupils enrolled on School Registers, - - . 4,231 

** Pupils under 15 years of age, - - - - 3,909 

<< Pupils over 15 years, ----- 322 

" B0V8, 2,297 

" Girls, 1,934 

*< Departments in Grammar School, - . - 3 

<< ** High School, - - . • 3 

*« " Advanced Schools, - - - 18 

« ** Primary Schools, - - - 49 

" Evening Schools, - - - - . 2 

Fi*fench and German School, ------ 1 

NumberofPapile attending Grammar School, - - - 113 

" ** High School, - ... 150 

*« '* Advanced Schools, - - - 1,001 

" " Primary Schools, . - - 2,799 

*< " Evening Schools, - - - 168 

Total days' attendance -by all the Pupils, - - - - 282,264 

:Kamber of Pupils daily present on average, - - - 2,456 

Average number of Pupils daily present in each School, - - 33 

Number of official visits by Trustees and Secretary, - - 176 

*< ' ** Inspector and City SnpeiiutendBnt, - 361 

" Visife by Members of Parliament, - - - 20 

" ** Clergymen, ----- 58 

" " Teachers from other Schools, - - 105 

«' - « Other Visitors, ... - 260 

Number of Pupils jstudyiug Vocal Music, 1,397; Beading, 4,133: Recitation, 2,394; 
Oral Spelling, 3,478; Spelling-book and Dictation, 2,821; Oral Geography, 2,345; Text- 
book, 1,240; First lessons in I)ra wing, 363; Map drawing, 146 ; Sketch-book, 240; First 
lessons in Writing, 901; Half-text, 838; Fine-hand, 2,159; Oral Arithmetic, 309; Mental, 
3,488; Slate, 3,599; Oral Grammar and Analysis, 1,468; Text-book, 2,023; British 
American History, 197; British, 977; Greek and Eoman, 144; Composition, 907 ; Book- 
keeping, 159 ; £Jhemiatrv, 142; Latin, 217; Greek, 42; Algebra, 204; Geometry, 195; 
Navigation, 8;. Natural Philosophy, 848 ; Botany, 5; Ajstrouomy, 2; French, 258; Ger- 
man, 22. 

EESULTS OP FOURTH TERM. 

The Summer Term of 1873 opened on the Ist May, and closed on the 31st 
October, embracing^ a period of 103 teaching days. The following is a sum- 
mary of particulars.: — 
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Number of Schools in opemtion, - - - . - 81 

" Pupils enrolled on School Registers, . - - 4,067 

" Pupils under 16 years of age, .... 8,879 

" Pupils oyer 15 years, - , . . • 188 

'* Boys, 2,109 

*< Girls, 1,958 

" Departments in Grammar School, - - - 3 

<• " High School, - . - - 6 

>* *' Advanced Schools, - - . 19 

" " PrimaiT Schools, . . - 63 

" French and German School, - - . - 1 

•' Pupils attending Grammar School, . . - lOl 

" " High School, - - - 137 

« « Advanced Schools, - - - 912 

«< " Primaiy Schools, - . - - 2,917 

Total days' attendance by all the Pupils, - . - . 244,446 

dumber of Pupils daily present on average, - • - 2>606 - 

Average number of Pupils daily present in each School, - - 31 

Number of official visits by Trustees and Secretary, - - ' 164 

« << Inspector and City Supoiiutendent, • 292 

*< Visits by Members of Parliament, - - • 1 

" ** Clergymen, - .... 21 

" " Teachers from other Schools, - - 126 

" << Other Visitors, - - - . 159 

Number of Pupils studying Vocal Music, 1,436; Heading, 4,049; Becitation, 2,832; 
Oral Spelling and Definition, 3,763 ; Spelling-book and Dictation, 2,762 ; Oral Geographv, 




Text-book, 1,848; British American History, 230; British, 1,046; Greek and Roman, 
113; Composition, 903; Book-keeping, 122; Chemisti-y, 181; Latin, 190; Greek, 28; 



Algebra, 198; Geometry, 218 ; Navigation, 7; Natural Philosophy, 713 ; Land Survey- 
ing, 2; French, 227; German, 25. 

FlMANCIAIi AFFAIRS* 

The diflSculties experienced by the Board for want of funds to carry on its 
operations, especially during the first year, were very great The Trustees, 
however, succeeded in obtaining loans from the Provincial Treasury to the 
extent of $27,000, which enabled thera to meet their engagements until the 
assessment for school purposes began to come in. Meanwhile, they had also 
realized by the sale of School Debentures at par sufficient means to meet the 
expenditure for furnishing and repairs, as authorized by order of the Common 
Council, and also to pay for the lands and buildings purchased. 

In order to afford the fullest information as to the basis upon which the 
Board arrived at a conclusion as to the amount of money that would be required 
to carry on the Oity Schools during the first year, and on to the time when 
the next year's assessments would be made available, your Secretary directs 
attention to the following report of the Committee on Estimates for the year 
1872-^ 

<* Board of School Trustees of 8aint Jokny April lUk, 1872. 
^*To THE Chairman op the Board, — 

<< The Committee on Estimates hiaving examined the Expenditures of this board and 
the probable wants of the City Schools for the cuiTent year, as cai*eftilly as the newness 
bf the position in which they are placed and the absence of former Estimates enabled 
them, herewith present a statement of the result of their labours : — 

"Rents. — There are at present twenty-nine buildings or parts of buildings — exclusive 
of the Weldon House — ^in the possession of the Trustees, and for which the Board hare 
agreed to pay an annual rent of $4,266. It will be necessary to secure an additional 
number of rooms on both sides of the harbour, to accommodate the large number ot 
JrapHs who are seeking admission to the schools, as well as to relieve some of the schools 
ttaEtTire already over-crowded. The Committee think that the Board will require |6,000 
to meet the rent account for the year, 
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" Teacheus. — We have alrcad.v on the staff 20 male and 43 female teaclicra. Engage- 
ments are being made with several others under the direction of the several Committees. 
The salaries of those already at work amount to $25,190. Your Committee, after care- 
fully considering the whole subject^ deem -it necessary to secure tlie services of at least 
75 teachers, and estimate the probable aggregate, salaries at $30,000. 

" FiTBL. — Your Committee estimate the cost of fuel to meet our school requirements 
for the year at $1,600. 

" Light.— For Night Schools, $500. 

" Insurance. — Insurance has already been effected on the Weldon House, on the fur- 
niture ^nd apparatus at present in our schools and on the building improvements. It 
will be necessary to increase the furniture and apparatus, and to make improvements in 
buildings yet lobe secured. Your Committee estimate the whole insurance for the year 
at $300. 

" Indigent Pupils.— Your Committee think that $250 will be required for this service 
during the year. ) lln 

" Printing and Advertising.— Your Committee estimate this seinrice at $750 for the 
year. 

** Apparatus. — To procure the whole of the apparatus required for the nse of our 
schools will involve an expenditure of at least $3;000, but as it is possible to pi'oceed with 
only a portion of it at present, your Committee would recommend that the expenditure 
of the year for that purpose be limited to $1,000. 

, ** Grammar Schools. — ^Your Committee place $3,000 in their Estimates to meet oar 
engagements with the Grammar School Board. 

" OfItice Expenses.— ThQ salary of our Secretary, and the office rent and care taking, 
ariiount to a trifle over $1,000. Aconsiderable quantity of furniture, maps, books, Ac, 
has been procured this vear, which will serve for office use for many years, but of ne- 
cessity must no>v be paid for. Adding the ordinary incidental expenses, your Committee 
estimate our wants under the head of Office Expenses at $2,000. 

'. '* Interest.— Irrespective of the $10,000 borrowed by this Board at the outset of oper- 
ations from the Provincial Government, and for which interest must be provided, your 
Committee estimate that interest must also be paid on at least $50,000 of Debentures, 
$21,000 of which has already been issued by consent of the Common Council, and $6,000 
additional to purchase the Weldon propei^ty. A further' amount must at once be issued 
to.pay the large additional liabilities incurred in repairing and altering buildings and 
pi*ocuring furniture.- Your Committee estimate that all these various expenditures ne- 
cessitate ihe payment of interest on at least' $60,000, and therefore set down the amount 
I'leauir^d Qi» iMss ^ccpunt nt $3,600, ^ 

. V ^xs^i> OF BvuLPiNOS. — The various schoolrbuildings.are in chaise of persons who are 
employed to keep them in a cleanly condition, and to have the schools properly heated 
and in good order. We estimate the cost of this service for the year at $4,000, 

** Aggregate Amdunts-t-. 

Printing & advertising, $750 

Apparatus, 1,000 

Grausniar School, . 3,000 

Office IJxpenses, 2,000 ^ 

Interest, 3,600 

Care of Buildings, 4,000— Total, $51,900. 

'*^* CbtJ^^^Y .i'tTND! — I'he School Law requires the Clerk of the Peace to assess the County 
fer afji'ttmcwiU whic^ will realize «'Conu<y^^Sc)hool Fund netting thirty cents per head on 
the aggregate population of the County, as it appears by the Census returns. Presii«n- 
ingtjhat the asac^sm^nt will be based. ou the Census of 1371, this fund will amount to 
at least ' * $15,600 

Ewom jtheJ^esApnforrofatipn that we cjin.procuret ve estimateihe nmuber odf 
;. . teaqher^ entitled to be paid from t^e County Fund at 150, the payna^nt » 
. .Qf$20(sa^,aipauntingtQ . . 8,000 

Leaving - / \ ' $12,600 

to b$ divided among the several Distdcts, in pix)portlon to the average attendance of 
pupils, during the, year. Your Qonimi.ttee estimate the amount tjms to be obtained by 
\\m Bpard from that fund at two-tbird§ of the whole amount, say $7,750 

Ajdd $20. <?«iQh for Z5 City .T^ftohei-s, . . 1,500 

Making a total of $9>.250 
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io'he deducted from our eslimatcd necessities of $51,900, leaying $42,650 to be raised by 
a City assessment to meet the necessities of the year. 

" Provision fou next Year.— Your Committee think that this Board should have 
sufficient money at their command to meet the school requirements for that portion of 
next year^preceding the usual collection of the assessments, as otherwise it will be ne- 
cessary to procure a loan to meet the requirements of the early part of the yeai* 1873. 
The Committee would, therefore, recommend that an additional amount be asked for to 
meet those requirements, which amount we estimate at $22,000. 

. " Respectfully submitted. 
" (Signed) Charles A. Everett, A. Chipman Smith, 

John V. Ellis, W. H. A. Keans." 

The Board, after the most careful consideration of this report, decided to 
call upon the Common Council for an assessment of $60,000 to meet the re- 
quirements of the Board for the first year's operations, and to provide a balance 
for the interval when money would not be likely to be coming in. 

It will be seen by the accompanying statement, that on account of the City 
assessment the amount received by the Board from the City Chamberlain du- 
ring the year was only ?13,869.50. During the year 1873, however, there was 
handed over to the Board on account of the assessment for 1872, $32,436.64 
leaving $13,693.86 still unpaid. ' 

The report of the Auditors of School Accounts, appointed by the Common 
Council for 1872, was as follows : — 

** To His Worship the Mayor and Commonalty of the City of Saint John, 
" Gentlemen,— 

** Having been appointed Auditors by you under authority of the Provincial Legis- 
lature, to examine the Books and Accounts of the Trustees of Sciiools for the City of St, 
John, ending 31st December, 1872, we beg leave to state — That soon alter our appoint- 
ment, we met from day to day at the office of the School Ti-ustees, when the Books and 
Accounts were laid before us. After a thorough and cai-eful examination, found them 
clearly and methodically stated, ahd comparing the same with the vouchers, found thorn 
correct in every particular, and are as follows : — 
To amount realized on account of sale of $30,750 Debentures, 
Received from County Treasurer, 6 months' County funds, 

** City Chamberlain, on accoirnt City assessment, 

" Dennis Lawlor, for rent of property on Duke Street, 6 mos, 

" Provincial Secretary, &c. on Loan,* .... 

Cr. 

By Capital Account — 

For lands and buildings, .... .... .... 

Repairs of buildings by order of Trustees, .... 

Fui*nishing School-buildings, .... .... 

By Income Account — 

For OflBlce Expenses, including Furnishing, Advertising, 

Printing, &c. , - . . .... .... 

Secretary, Salary for 13 months, .... .... 

City Superintendent, Salary 7 months, .... 

Fuel for Schools, .... .... .... 

Rent of Buildings, . '. . . .... .... 

Books for indigent Pupils, .... .... 

insurance, .... .... .... .... 

Allowance to Grammar School 10 months, .... 

Care of Schools, .... .... .... 

Interest on Debentures, .... .... 

Gas and Water Rates, .... .... .... 

Teachers' Salaries for 10 months, .... .... 

Cash in Bank Slst Dec. 1872, .... . . • • 



.... 


$30,750 00 


.... 


5,019 57 


.... 


13,869 50 


reet, 6 mos. 


126 00 


.... 


27,000 00 




$76,765 07 


$11,675 34 




3,482 58 




19,025 98 




$34,183 90 




$1,162 66 




866 67 




700 00 




950 77 




8,013 65 




91 91 




203 48 




2,500 00 




1,831 93 




673 85 




77 50 




21,146 58 




^,362 17 






$76,765 07j 

-4e 
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The estimated Expenditure for 1873 was as follows : — 

Rent of 35 BiiildiiififS; covering 79 rooms, • • . • . • . . 

Salaries of 82 Teachers, .... .... . • • • 

Grammar School as per agreement, • • . • • • . • 

Care of Buildiijgs, . • • • • • . • • • . . • • • . 

Fuel, Light and Water, .... .... .... 

.Apparaiiis, «... .... .... .... 

Insurance on Buildings and Furniture, .... .... 

Books, &c. for Indigent Pupils, • • . • • • • • .... 



Ofice, — Salaries, ....• •«•• •••• ••.. 

Bent, .... .... •••• .... 

Fuel and Light, .... •..• .... 

Furniture, .... .«•• .... .... 

Stationery and Books, .... .... • • • • 

Printing and Advertising, .... .... 

i^are, .... .... .... .... 

Incidentals, •••. .... .... 

Interest on $30,750 Debentures, f 27 ,000 Government Loan, and 

$3,000 Bank advance on County Fund, . • • • .... 

Unforeseen Expenses, .... •... .... 



Xiess—- Estimated Receipts from County Fund, 
Amount required to be assessed. 



$5,300 00 

31,000 00 

3,000 00 

3,000 00. 

2,000 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 

150 00 





$45,750 00 


$2,200 00 




160 00 




25 00 




25 00 




100 00 




200 00 




30 00 




50 00 






2,7^ 00 




• . • . 


3,500 00 


.... 


210 00 




$52,250 00 


• • • . 


9,250 00 



$43,000 00 



Of this amount it will be seen by the following Statement, that the Board 
received during the year 1873, $15,196-52, leaving a balance of $27^813-48 
unpaid. The total amount of assessments asked for during the two years was 
$103,000, of which the Board has received from the City Chamberlain $61^- 
602-66. 
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Statement shewing Beceipts and Expenditures on Capital & Income 
Accounts for the Year ended 31st December, 1873. 



Serriee. 



Amounts. 



Serrice 
Totals* 



Totals. 



Capital. 
Received from sale of Debentures, 
Borrowed from Loan Account, • . 



Expended for furnishing iSchool-buildings, 
** Bepainng dp. 



Income. 
Cash on hand Ist January, 1873, • . . 
Received — City assessment on 1872, 
Do. 1873, 



County Fund, 

Bents and Insurance award, 



Expended — ^Refund on Loan, 
Loan to Capital, . . • • 

For Teachers' Salaries, .... 
Bents of Buildings, .... 

Support of Grammar School, 
Care of School-buildings, 

Fuel, 

Books for Indigent Pupils, 
Interest on Debentures, 

Do. Loan, .... 

Office Expenses and Secretary's Salary, 
Insurance and Supplies, .... 

Cash on hand December 31st, 1873, 



$32,436 64 
15,196 52 



$30,544 78 
4,862 04 
3,000 00 
3,169 07 
1,922 23 
26 50 
1,263 05 
695 67 
2,031 77 
1,857 22 



$4,800 00 
527 54 



$3,430 90 
1,896 64 



$9,362 17 



47,633 16 

9,035 50 

202 00 



$10,000 00 
527 54 



49,372 33 
6,332 96 



$5,827 54 



$5,327 54 



$66,232 83 



$66,232 83 
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Balance Sheet Capital & Income Account Board of School Trustees 
of Saint John, from Jan. 1st 1872, to Dec. 31st, 1873. 



Seryiee. 


Amounts. 


Seryiee 
Totals. 


Totals. 


Capital. 
Received from sale of DebenturesJ . • . . 
" Loan Account, 


.... 
• . • • 

.... 
.... 
.... 

$61*502 66 

14,055 07 

328 00 


$35,550 00 
3,961 44 


$39,511 44 




$11,675 34 

5,379 22 

22,456 88 


Expended for Lands and Buildings, .... 
" Repairing do. .... 
" Furnishing do. .... 


$39,511 44 




$27,000 00 
75,885 73 


Income. 

Received from Loan Provincial Treasurer, 

City assessments, . . , . . . ./ 

County Fund, 

Rents and Insurance award, 






.... 

$5im 36 

7,875 69 

5,550 oa 

5,001 00 
4,761 10 
2,873 00 
118 41 
2,632 57 
2,138 20 


$102,885 73 




$3,961 44 
10,000 00 

82,591 33 
6,332 96 


Expended for Loan to Capital, 

Refund to Loan, 

Teachers' Salaries, 

Rents, 

Support of Grammar School, .... 

Care of Buildings, 

OflSce Expenses and Secretary*s Salary, 

Fuel, 

Books for Indigent Pupils, .... 
Interest on Debentures and Loan, 
Insurance, &c. and Supplies, .... 




#■ 


Cash on hand, .... .... .... •••• 


.... 


$102,885 73 











It will be seen by the foregoing statements, that the Board expended for 
the purchase of lands and buildings, and the repair and furnishing of school- 
buildings, $3,961*44 over and above the amount realized by the sale of Deben- 
tures, which extra amount was taken from tbe loan obtained from the Provincial 
Treasury. To obtain the expenditure for school purposes pure and simple, 
we must deduct from the $82,591-33 the sum of $76M0, the value of property 
now in the oflSce, which reduces the cost of maintenance of all the Publiq 
Schools for the two years to $81,830-23. 

Within the time named 6,444 distinct pupils were enrolled on foe School 
Registers, each one of whom made an attendance on the averac^e of over 36 
per cent, for the whole of that extended period. The exact cost^er pnpil has 
therefore been $12.69, or $6.35 per year, an amount by no means extravagant 
when the position of the Board in view of the diflSculti^s inseparable from th© 
introduction of a new system, is compared with thp^c of more favoured and 
longer established bodies in other parts of *the D^^mwoa an.d in. the United 
States. 

The movable property in the schools nndei: tl^% <?oiii,trQl of th-0 Board of Trus- 
tees, may be thus particularized : — 
' 3,700 pupils' desks in black oak and che'; 



, . ^ ,- -. , ^ . . , / che':ry,^wtth iron standards, provided with oak. 

birch and maple chairs on iron pedestals ; 8;o ^achers' desks in black oak ; 105 oak chairs ; 

«.. -J ^^rv _» «^ .. ,^^^ shields^75 shee 
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of zinc; 30 large shovels; 80 fire-shovels ; 80 coal-scuttles; 80 pokers; 80 stove-cranks; 

20 dust-pans; 60 bannister-brushes; 75 brooms; 60 pails; 50 cups; 12 ink-jars; 36 
wash-stands ; 36 metal basins ; 3,000 clothes-hooks ; 50 clocks ; 65 thermometers ; 10 cui)- 
boards; 13 water-jars; 75 school-bells; 65 dictionaries; 25 clothes-presses; 21 globes; 

21 globe-boxes; 100 blackboard-erasers; 120 boxes crayons; 100 register-covers; 40 sets 
wall-cards; 30 sets sheet lessons: 9 sets gas-fittings; 40 oil lamps; 16 ink-cans; 6 water 
pitchers; 85 roll of honor frames ; 2,000 patent ink-wells ; 2,182 feet slated blackboards; 
140 wall-maps ; the whole valued at $27,550." 

Some of these articles are, of course, constantly in need of replenishing, but 
the majority are supplies that will prove serviceable for many years, without 
any great deterioration in value. 

BOIili OF HONOR* 

The following are the names of pupils who were not absent a day from school, 
from the opening of the Public Schools to the 31st October, 1872 : — 



High School. 

Grade 2, Miss A. A. Theal, Teacher.— 
Annie A. Everett. 

Advanced School. 

No. 2, Grade 1, Mr. W. C. Simpson, 
Teacher. — James Sealey. 

Primary Schools. 

No. 1, Grade 4,Mr.T. Simpson, Teacher. 
Richard W. Roberts. 

No. 3, Miss A. B. Frost, Teacher.— 
Arthur J. Nickerson. 

No. 10, Miss Boyd, Teacher.— Eliza H. 
Roberts. 

No. 15, Miss Williams, Teacher. — George 
Burridge. 

. The following pupils were not absent 
a day from School during the Winter 
Term 1872-3:— 

High Schools. 

Grade 1, Miss C. M. Treadwell, Teacher. 
Elizabeth J. Thomas, Marv A. McFee. 

Grade 2, Miss A. A. Tlieal, Teacher.— 
Annie A. Everett (second time), Minnie 
Everitt, Mary Sealy, Mary E. Wliite, Besbie 
Mitchell. 

Advanced Schools. 

No. 1, Grade 3, Mr. D. O. Chisholm, 
Teacher. — James Burridge. 

No. 2, Grade 2. — ^Boys,— Mr. J. Ilai-per, 
Teacher. — David McLellan, -Arthur Miles, 
Earnest 0. March, Carey McFeters. 

No. 2, Grade 2, Girls, Miss M. McFee, 
Teacher. — Clara Sulis, Maggie Sealy, Fanny 
Laird. 

No. 2, Grade 1, Boys, Mr. W. C. Simp- 
son, Teacher. — James Sealy (2nd time), 
Bichard W. Roberts (2nd time). 

No. 3, Grade 3, Miss J. P. Robertson, 
Teacher. — Susie Leavitt, Clara Bumdge. 

No. 3, Grade 2, Miss H. Crawford, teacher. 
Kate Sinclair. 

No. 4, Boys, Mr. J. Thompson, Teacher. 
Charles A. Fisher, William Sime, William 
Beid^ William Claw son. 

No. 4, Girls, Miss B. C. Otty, Teacher. 
Jane BurreJ, Ella Dick, Sarah McNally. 



Primary Schools. 

No. 1, B, Miss Kate Sugrue, Teacher. — 
Lizzie Murray. 

No. 3, Boys, Miss H. B. Frost, Teacher. 
Arthur J. Nickerson (2nd time). 

No. 3, Girls, Miss M. J- Wilkins, teacher. 
Janet Dickson. 

No. 7, Miss T, Carleton, Teacher.— Edw. 
Gorman. 

No. 8, Mr. J. Sugi-ue, Teacher.— Wil liana 
T)ngler, Herbert Hutchings. 

No. 10, Boys, Grade 4, Mr. J. McAllister, 
Teacher. — Earnest Schfiefer. 

No. 10, Girls, Grade 4, Mrs. M. A. Watts, 
Teacher.— Susie Kcdey, Mary J. Roberts, 
Eliza Helen Roberts (2nd time). 

No. 10, Girls, Grade 2, Miss B. H. Boyd, 
Teacher.— Clara Pullen, Sadey Pullen. 

No. 13, Miss M. Theal, Teacher.— Edwin 
K. Travis, Albert Prince, Alice Prince, 
Bessie Marten, William Keohan. 

. No. 15, — Boys, — Miss A. A. Williams, 
Teacher. — Charles F. Clarke, George Bur- 
ridge (2nd time). 

No. 15, — Girls,— Miss L. E. Williams, 
Teacher. — Alice Carey, Susan Reubens. 

No. 21, Mr. D. G. Benuet, Teacher.— 
Thomas R. Jones. 

CARLETON. 
Advanced Schools. 
No. 1, Boys, Mr. J. Montgomery, teacher. 
James R. Mace. 

No. 1, Girls, Miss S. E. Whipple, teacher. 
Maggie L. Whipple, Anna G. Whipple, 
Anna L. Scobojia, Roberta A. Harding. 

Primary Schools. 

No. 1, Boys, Grade 4, Mr. G. E. Baxter, 
Teacher. — Adkin S. Hartlev. 

No. 1, Grades 1 & 2, Miss M. McWilliams, 
Teacher. — Helen Price, Maggie Pilce, Min- 
nie Perry. Fred. Hartley. 

No. 3, Mrs. C. E. Hettstis, Teacher. — 
Edna Dunham. 

No. 5, Miss K. E. Carr, Teacher. — Sophie 
Robinson, Kate Belyea. 

. The following pupils were hot absent 
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a day from School during the Summer 
Term of 1873 :— 

Grammar School. 

Grade 3, Dr. C. G. Coster, Teacher.— 
John Mace, Alexander Raukine. 
High Schools. 

Grade 2, Miss A. A. Theal, Teacher.— 
Annie A. Everett (3rd time), Ada Barbour, 
M!ary Sealy (2nd time), Bessie Mitchell, 
(2ud time), Annie Fritz, Maggie Fatten, 
Lilias Sulis, Minnie Everitt (2nd time), 
Florence Northrup. 

Grade 2, Miss J. P. Robertson, Teacher. 
IFrances Hamlyn, Minnie Reed. 

Grade 1, Miss C; M. Treadwell, Teacher. 
Mary A. M^Fee (2nd time), Lizzie Travis. 

Grade 1, Miss J. Wetmore, Teacher. — 
Emma Beatty. 

Advanced Schools. 

No. 1, Grade 3, Mr. D. T. Chisholm, 
Teacher. — George Moore. 

No. 2, Grade 2, Boys, Mr. W. A. Smith, 
Teacher. — H. Woodworth, A. JMiles (2nd 
-time), E. C. March (2nd time). 

No. 2, Grade 2, Girls, Miss M. McFee, 
Teacher. — Magijie Sealy (2nd time). 

No. 2, Grade 1, Boys, Mr. W. C. Simp- 
son, Teacher. — James Sealy (3rd time), 
Robert Murray, William Millar, Richard 
W. Roberts (3rd time), Thomas Jenkins. 

No. 3, Grade 2, Miss H. Crawford, teacher. 
Kate Smith. 

No. 3, Grade 1, Miss M. Cameron, teacher. 
Annie Mitchell. 

No. 4, Boys, Mr. J. Thompson, Teacher. 
Henry "Wilson, Samuel Shanklin, Alex. 
Jardine. 

No. 6, Grade 4, Miss A. M. McCallum, 
Teacher. — Maud Narraway. 
. No. 6, Grades 1 & 2, Miss B. C. Otty, 
Teacher.— Lottie Fallis, Mary Ward, Min- 
nie Robertson, Kate Disbrow, Minnie Crear, 
Mary Jape Roberts (2nd time) . 

Primary Schools. 

No. 1, Boys, Mr. Thos. Simpson, teacher. 
James R. Hale, John Davidson. 

No. 1, Boys, Miss Lucie Currie, Teacher. 
Robert Parks. 

No. 3, Boys, Miss A. B. Frost, Teacher. 
Arthur J. Nickerson (3rd time), Charles 
Tait. 

No. 3, Girls, Miss M. J. Wilkins, teacher. 
Maggie Tait, Emma Betz, Mary Cusick. 

No. 4, Girls, Miss C. Whitney, Teacher. 
Clara Watson. 

No. 7, Miss T. Carleton, Teacher.— Edw. 
Gorman, (2nd time), John Edgett. 

No. 8, Boys, Mr. James Sugrue, Teacher. 
Thomas Bartlett, Frederick Friel. 

No. 8, Girls, Miss K. Sugrue, Teacher. — 
Rose Ann Rogers. 

No. 10, Boys, Mr. J. McAllister, Teacher. 
Arthur Melrose. 



No. 10, Grades 3 & 4, Girls, Mrs. M. A. 
Watts, teacher. — Jane M'Cutcheon, Theresa 
Young. 

No. 10, Girls, Grade 2, Miss B. H. Boyd, 
Teacher. Mcllveen. 

No. 11, Mr. John Finen, Teacher. — John 
Fin en. 

No. 15, — Boys, — Miss A. A.Williams, 
Teacher. — John B. Davies, Herbert W. 
Da vies. 

No. 15, — Girls, — Miss L. E. Williams, 
Teacher. — Ida L. Rutherford. 

No. 20, Boys, Mr. D. M. Sterns, Teacher. 
Roland Evans, Alfred McNally, Samuel 
Dunham. 

No. 20, Girls, Miss S. E. Wood, Teacher. 
Mary Johnston. 

CARLETON. 
Advanced Schools. 

No. 1, Girls, Miss S. E. Whipple, teacher. 
Ella Duuham, Anna G. Whipple (second 
time) , Kate*Robertson . - 

No. 2, Miss A. T. Taylor, Teacher.— 
Bertha Brittain, Ellen Watters. 
Primary Schools. 

No. 1, Boys, Mr. Geo. E. Baxter, Teacher. 
Charles Clark, Joseph Neptune, Fenton 
Thomas, Fred. Sewell. 

No. 1, Grades 1 & 2, Miss M. M. McWil- 
liams. Teacher. — Bertha Clark, Henrietta 
Lauder. 

No. 2, Grade 2, Miss M. A. Nannery. 
Teacher. — Daniel Donohoe, John Sullivan. 

No. 3, Boys, Mr. W. D. Baskin, Teacher. 
Glendon Scoboria. 

No. 3, Girls, Mrs. M. Brittain, Teacher. 
Margaret Hanna, St. Clair McMillan. 

No. 4, Mr. Andrew Nesbitt, Teacher. — 
Alice Maud Cougle. 

The following pupils were candidates 

for the Honor Roll, and failed to make 

a perfect attendance only by reason of 

sickness or death in their families : — 

High Schools. 

Grade 2, Miss A. A. Theal, Teacher.— 
Nannie Baldwin. 

Grade 1, Miss CT. M. Treadwell, Teacher. 
Elizabeth J. Thomas (2nd time), Lottie 
Olive. 

Grade 1, Miss J. Wetmore, Teacher. — 
Fannie Laird (2nd time) . 

Advanced Schools. 

No. 2, Grade 1, Mr, W. C. Simpson, 
Teacher. — Herbert O. Patterson. 

No. 3, Grade 1, Miss M. Cameron, teacher. 
Christina McLaren, Sophia McLaren. 

No. 4, Boys, Mr. J. Thompson, Teacher. 
Fred. Herrington, John A. Sharp, George 
Little. 

Primary Schools. 

No. 10, Boys, Mr. J. McAllister, teacher. 
Walter McLeod. 
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No. 20, Boys, Mr. D. M. Sterns, Teacher. No. 2, Gi-ade 1, Boys, Mr. AV. C. Simpson, 

Frederick Flaglor. Teacher.— Charles Heury, Frederic Arm- 

CAELETON. strong. 

pRiMAUy Schools. ,, ^ Primaky Schools. 

No. 1, Grades 1 & 2, Miss M. M. McWil- r^^^Sf^^'^' ^"•- ^- ^- ^'■*''*' Teacher. 

K H Ja.^"''''-"^''"'- •"• ""''""'' ^^""' No^W^Gr^^tes 3 & 4, Girls, Mrs. M. A. 

No. 2, Mr". T. O'Rielly, Teacher—Fred. SroHne^ScotT"' ~ ^"*"^* ^*^"' ^'"^ 

^No^TMiss S.T.Robertson, Teacher.- No 10, Grade 2, Girls, Miss B. H. Boyd, 

Henry Allen, Bessie Allen, Frank Clark. ^To'^rfiT. A. Williams, Teacher.- 

The following pupils made a perfect William Keohan (2nd time), 

attendance from the date of their enter- ^o. ^7, Mr. J. T. Richardson, Teacher, 

ing school after the opening of the ^0.^20; BoysfMr.D.M. Stems, Teacher. 

1 erm : — Fi-ederic Henderson. 

High School. CARLETON. 

Grade 2, Miss A. A. Theal, Teacher.— Pkimary Schools. 

Elzma Goshne. ^^ ^^ ^^^,^^ ^^, ^ ^ ^^ Teacher. 

Advanced Schools. Horace Pen'nev, William Reed. 

No. 2, Grade 2, Boys, Mr. W. A. Smith, No. 7, Miss S. T. Robertson, Teacher.— 

Teacher.— W. Moore. Annie Allen. 

Many of the pupils named above, as well as a large number of others, have 
thus far made a perfect attendance in the Term which opened on November 
1st, 1873. 

The eflForts put forth by the teachers to secure a regular and punctual at- 
tendance of pupils are, of late, meeting with a much larger degree of success 
than heretofore, and your Secretary expects to be in a position to report a 
largely increased Soil of Honor for the ensuing year. 

CHANGES IN tHE BOARD. 

As stated at the opening of this Report, the Board of Trustees consisted of 
Messrs. Keans, Everett, Boyd, Lockhart, Furlong, Smith, and Ellis. 

At the meeting of the Board on the 8th February, 1872, letters were read 
from B. L. Peters, Esquire, Common Clerk, announcing the retirement from 
the Board of Thomas Furlong, Esquire, and the appointment by the Common 
Council of M. McDonough, Esquire, to fill his place ; that Mr. McDonough had 
declined to serve, and that Zebedee Ring, Esquire, had been appointed to the 
vacant seat. 

At a meeting of the Board held on the 1st September, 1873, the resignation 
of Mr. Keans was announced, and the appointment by the Governor in Council 
of Charles A. Everett, Esquire as Chairman of the Board, and of C. H. Fair- 
weather, Esquire, to fill the vacant seat. 

On the retirement of Mr. Keans, the Board unanimously adopted the follow- 
ing Resolution :— r 

^^ Resolved, That by the resignation of W. H. A. Keans, Esquire, as Chairman of the 
Board of School Trustees of Saint John, the members of this Board have sustained a 
severe loss, and they cannot allow him to depart without placing on record their high 
estimate of the earnest diligence, unwearied zeal, and constant attention he has given to 
the interests of the City Public Schools since the inauguration of the existing system, — 
interests which required the devotion of a large portion of his time, for which he received 
no payment whatever, — the satisfaction of having performed his duty faithfully in this 
position, as he has in so many others of a public character, being his only reward." 

MEMORIAJL. 

During the two years of the existence of the Free School system, Death has 
jrempyod two of th^ teachers on the staff of the Board of Truste^es. 
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On Friday morning, August 16th, 1872, Miss MaryE. Wright, Teacher of 
Primary School, No. 9, was suddenly called away. She conducted her school 
on the previous day, and her health appeared to be as good as usual. In the 
evening she* attended to some special studies upon which she was engaged 
with a view to fit herself for more eflScient school labours. About 10 o'clock 
at night she was heard to make an unusual noise which attracted the attention 
of her friends, who, on going to her room found her extremely ill, and before 
medical aid could be summoned she had become unconscious, in which state 
she continued until about 2 o'clock on the following morning, when the vital 
spark took its flight to immortality. 

Miss Wright was a conscientious and pains-taking teacher, who won the love 
of her pupils and the esteem of all who knew her. Her loss was much regret- 
ted by the Trustees, who had found her to be both faithful and efficient iu the 
disch|irge of her duties. 

On Monday, 30th June, 1873, Jarvis W. Hartt, Esquire, M. A., Principal of 
the Girls' High School, was suddenly removed from earth. He was at school 
on the morning of that day, and left at half-past 12 o'clock for the usual noon- 
ing. On reaching his place of residence he sat down on a chair, complained of 
a pain in his chest, slipped to the floor and immediately expired. The sad and 
painful intelligence was received by his pupils with tbs utmost grief and sor- 
row, and by the Board his loss was severely felt. 

At its next meeting after the sad afiair, the Board of Trustees adopted the 
following tributary Resolutions : — 

*.* Besolved, That in the death of Jarvis W. Hartt, Esquire, M. A., Principal of the 
Youn^ Ladies' High School, this Board has lost a faithful and highly esteemed Teacher, 
who, by his earnest efforts, amiability, christian deportment, and aptitude for the work 
in which he was engaged, proved himself to be worthy of the confidence of the Board of 
School Trustees, the pupils under his care, and the public generally; and 

** Further Resolved, That the sincerest sympathy of the Members of this Board be 
tendered to Mrs. Hartt and the afflicted family in their sad bereavement." 

Visit of Panl da diailla, tbe African Explorer. 

On the 6th March, 1872, Mr. Paul du Chaillu, the widely known explorer of 
Equatorial Africa, and author of a number of works illustrative of his travels, 
arrived in the city to deliver two public lectures. His strong attachment to 
children led him at once to seek for some means of communicating with them 
in. the City Schools, and on the following morning, accompanied by Mr. C. A. 
Everett and the Secretary, he visited the Grammar School and Advanced 
Schools Nos. 2 and 3, and delighted the pupils by brief sketches of the inhabit- 
ants, natural scenery, and fauna of Central Africa. 

Mr. du Chaillu's wonderful ability to instruct and interest the young caused 
the Board of Trustees to ask his consent to deliver a lecture to the assembled 
children of all the Schools, which was readily gained, and on the afternoon of 
March 8th, they were gathered at the Mechanics' Institute under the direction 
of their teachers and the superivsion of the Board of Trustees. The Hall was 
too small to accommodate all who presented themselves, and in consequence 
of the great crowding, after an hour's lecture, the boys were dismissed in an 
orderly manner and the girls were treated to a further lecture illustrated by 
large paintings. The sight presented was one of the most pleasing and 
animated character, and afforded the fullest satisfaction to the children who 
attended. The thanks of the Board were communicated to Mr. du Chaillu by 
the Secretary under seal, for the gratification and instruction so kindly given. 
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* «■ — 

VISIT OF THE GOTERNOR GEmSUAIi. 

A Committee of citizens having been appointed in the month of August, 
1873, to arrange suitable demonstrations in honor of the visit of Earl Dufierin, 
Governor General of the Dominion of Canada, a wish was expressed that the 
school children of the city should be called out and take their part in shewing 
respect to the representative of Her Majesty. 

Accordingly, arrangements were made, and on the afternoon of the 22nd of 
August, 1873, the pupils assembled at the several school-buildings and marched 
with their teachers to King Square, where they were formed into four columns, 
the boys of the Grammar and Advanced Schools leading, followed by those of 
the Primary Schools, then the mixed departments of boys and girls, followed 
by the girls of the Primary Schools, and closing with those of the Advanced 
and High Schools. The parents of some of the pupils were averse to allowing 
their children to appear in the procession, and others kept their children from 
school on that day that they might the* better see the demonstrations, and still 
other children were too small and weakly to take part. Notwithstanding the 
reduction in numbers caused by these circumstances, about two thousand chil- 
dren responded to the call. ' 

The boys were all dressed very neatly, with a red or blue ribbon in the but- 
ton hole, and the girls of each school being dreslsed alike, with blue or red rib- 
bons and flowers, presented an exceedingly interesting spectacle, and afforded 
much gratification to the thousands of people who thronged the Square and 
streets through which they passed. 

After being formed in order of procession, the pupils with their teachers 
marched down King Street and along Germain Street, preceded by the Band 
of the 62nd Battalion, and the Members of the Board of School Trustees, the 
head of the procession halting in front of the Victoria Hotel, where the police 
had been instructed to keep a sufficient space for the children, but unfortu- 
nately they failed to prevent the ingress of the crowd, and the result was that 
much confusion and difficulty occurred at the very time and place where all 
was expected to be most orderly, and thus the opportunity for massing the 
children directly in front of the Hotel was lost. As it was, only about one- 
third of the pupils could be brought into the space left free, the remainder 
maintaining as well as they could their position in marching order, the end of 
the procession reaching back as far as Horsfield Street. 

The Governor General, the Countess of Dufferin, His Honor Lieut. Governor 
Wilmot and their suites, after witnessing the approach of the children from the 
Hotel windows came out to the front steps, and the columns of pnpils opening 
out, seven young ladies of the High School and twelve little girls from the first 
grades of the Primary Schools advanced in front of the steps, forming a tableau 
representing New Brunswick surrounded by her sister Provinces, presenting 
her children to the notice of the Vice-regal party. They were all dressed in 
white, with handsome sashes bearing the names of the Provinces in gold letters 
on rose, cerise, blue, and pink grounds. 

The following are the names of those who formed the tableau : — 

New Brunswick — ^Miss Fannie Alexander, Maggie Thompson, 

leading forward Georgie Cruikshank, Nellie Belding, 

Mary Duffell, Agnes Carleton, 

Lizzie Lowey, • Emma Edmunds, . 

Minnie Rankin, M. Dorrie Willis, 

Orilla Newport, Ida Morrissey. 

Carrie Staples^ 

Nova Scotia— Miss Minnie Reed. Ontario — ^Miss Henrietta Thompson. 

P. E. Island— Miss Minnie McHenry. Manitoba— Miss Mary Williams. 

Quebec — ^Miss J. Blanche Parsons. British Columbia— Miss Maggie Brass. 
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The group advanced, and Miss Georgia Cruikshank presented the Conntess 
of Dufferin with a handsome bouquet in a silver holder, which was smilingly 
accepted, and they then retired. 

The children next sang two verses of the National Anthem and lustily 
cheered for the Queen, the Governor General, and the Countess of Dufferin. 

When order was restored, His Excellency addressed the Trustees and chil- 
dren as follows : — 
" JIfr. Chairman and Gentlemen Trustees ofthe^ommon Schools of the City of St, John: 

" It was once observed by a hero of aiitiqiuty, that it was not the walls around it which 
constituted the glory and security of a city, but the strong arms and brave hearts within. 
If, Gentlemen, the elders of Saint John had decided to impress me with a consciousness 
of its title to take a place among the towns of the Dominion, they could not have resorted 
to a better plan than that of allowing me to contemplate the beautiful spectacle which is 
presented to our eyes on this occasion. 

'* When I look before me, I see collected hundreds and hundreds of the children of 
this city. When I remember that each one ot them is receiving hour by hour and day 
by day, the best education which the best ingenuity and consideration of those who aire 
engaged in the task of teaching have been capable of affording them, then it is, Gentle- 
men, that I am made to know that the future prosperity, the national wealth, and the 
moral superiority of the City of Saint John is secure. 

'' Gentlemen, Educatioii is a subject to which I have devoted a great deal of my time, 
and in which I am deeply interested. During my tour through the various parts of the 
Dominion, I have felt it my duty to pay attention to a subject so vital to the interests of 
Canada; and wherever I have gone, I have had the satisfaction of observing that the 
education of the children is among the foremost subjects which preoccupy the attention 
of my fellow-citizens. 

" Education is not only the foundation of that material wealth which is yearly being 
accumulated, and for whose acquisition this country affords such magnificent opportu- 
nities, but it is also the chief means through which a nation engenders those virtues and 
qualities, and maintains that high tone of thought and feeling, which, far better than any 
material prosperity or any accumulation of wealth, can guarantee the greatness and 
power of a community. 

" But, if these observations are true everywhere, they may be urged with tenfold force 
in Canada. For, Gentlemen, we have the satisfaction of remembering that all these 
children whom we now see betore us are the citizens of a Free State, that they breathe 
an atmosphere where none is permitted to assume superiority over another, unless that 
superiority is justified and Q9,n be maintained by the virtues and qualities in him who 
asserts it. 

"Further, Gentlemen, under the happy Constitution within which these children have 
been born, it ought to be a subject of pride to them and to their parents to remember 
that if they only take advantage of the opportunities which are thus afforded them; if 
they will only do their best to do justice to those opportunities, there will be open to 
thorn a prospect of obtaining a position in a social scale higher than that from which they 
started. Not only so, but it will be in the power of each one of them to aspire to tho 
highest grades in their country's service, and there is no prize open to human ambition 
for which they may not be permitted to compete, 

" Gentlemen, I feel that this is not an occasion upon which to detain you with any very 
lengthy observations. I will therefore conclude, by saying that among the many glori- 
ous sights which it has been my good fortune to witness since I crossed the Atlantic, 
there is none which has been more gratifying to the feelings of myself and of the Countess 
of Dufferin, than that which is here exhibited. 

" Gentlemen, I see before me standing in the brightness of their youth and beauty, the 
sj^mbolling representatives of the seven Provinces which constitute this Dominion, and, 
if I may be permitted to close my observations with a prayer, it is that as their prototypes 
now stand side by side in sisterly union and in the brightness of their youthful loveline&s, 
so may those glorious Provinces ever remain united by the ties of domestic affectiou and 
the bond of a common loyalty, and boast themselves to future ages the mothers of a race as 
energetic, brave, and loyal as that to which their fair representatives before me belong." 

It was to be regretted that in consequence of the pressing forward by the 
crowd, many of the children were deuied the pleasure of seeing the Governor 
General and the Countess of Dufferin. As a demonstration, however, the affair 
was perfectly successful, and was afterwards characterized by His Excellency 
as the finest sight he had witnessed in the Dominion. 
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Most of the children dispersed with the crowds of people or were marched 
off by their Teachers to avoid being crnshed, the Trustees and their oflScers 
remaining until the last straggler was directed to the whereabouts of his school- 
mates, or safely placed in the care of friends. 

TEACHERS' PICNIC AND PRESENTATION. 

On Saturday, September 6th, 1873, the Trustees, their Secretary, and the 
City Superintendent were invited ky the Teachers to attend a Picnic on the 
Pleasure Grounds at Torryburn. The party numbered about one hundred 
persons, the day was delightfully pleasant, the scenery charming, and the en- 
joyment complete. After a pleasant ramble over the grounds and an hour or 
two spent in rural sports, the company gathered in the upper part of the central 
building and partook of a splendid collation spread by the lady teachers. On 
the tables being cleared away, Dr. Coster, Principal of the Grammar School, 
delivered a brief address in which he stated that the gathering had been ar- 
ranged in order that all the teachers might become more thoroughly acquainted 
with each other, and also unitedly to shew their appreciation of the services of 
W. H. A. Keans, Esquire, Ex-Chairnftan of the Board of Trustees, in the cause 
of Education, and the uniform kindness they had all received at his hands. He 
then, in the name and on the behalf of the teachers, presented Mr. Keans with 
the following Address : — 

« To W. H. A. Keans, Esq., 

** Sir,— Your retirement from the position of Chairman of the Board of School Trustees 
for the City of Saint John, affords the Teachers engaged in the Schools under their con- 
trol, a fit opportunity for the public expression of their estimation of the valuable services 
you have rendered to the community by the faithful and efficient discharge of the import- 
ant duties incidental to that office. 

" So long as you were at the head of the Board, no such expression could with propri- 
ety be given by those holdina; appointments under it, but now that you are no longer a 
Member of that Body, we cTesire to add our testimony to that which has already been 
offered by other citizens and the Press, in regard to the zeal and ability with which you 
laboured, without pecuniary recompense, for the success of the present school system. 
"We are, perhaps, more fully aware than other persons, of the difficulties with which the 
Trustees have had to contend in the introduction of that system in the city, and the deli- 
cate nature of the business which the Chairman of the Board has to transact; and, there- 
fore, as it will in all probability be generally admitted that we are in the best possible 
posilion to estimate your services at their real value, we have no hesitation in thus com- 
mending you for the praiseworthy efforts you have made in behalf of Free Schools. 

** We ask you to accept the present we have selected as a mark of our appreciation of 
the manner in which you conducted the affairs of your office, and a token of our personal 
esteem. "With it, moreover, we beg to convey to you the assurance of our earnest wishes 
for your future welfare and happiness. 

*^ Signed in behalf of the Teachers of the Public Schools in Saint John : 
** Chas. G. 'Coster, John Montgomeky, "j 
John Harper, C. Maria Treadwell, I i^^-^^,//^^ »» 

Edw. Manning, . Annie M. MoCallum, f yo^^^^^^- 
• W. P. Dole, J 

The present consisted of a handsome Clock, mounted on black marble inlaid 
with malachite^ and bearing an inscription in silver. 

Mr. Keans made a suitable reply, expressing the gratification it ajBForded him 
to be present, and to find that his eflforts had been appreciated by the teachers. 
Though he had retired from the Board, he should always feel a deep interest 
in the success of the system of Free Education, and should remember with 
satisfaction the personal respect shewn him in so many ways while Chairman 
of the Board' of Trustees. 

Brief addresses were also delivered by Messrs. Everett (Chairman), Boyd, 
Lockhart, and Pairweather, Members of the Board of Trustees, Hon. E. Willis, 
M. P. P., and Mr. Inspector Duval. 
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CONCI.IJDOIO RfiMARKS. 

For a long time there were many persons in the community who were 
strongly opposed to the new system, and from time to time the operations of 
the Board of Trustees were characterized in some quarters as wild, their ex- 
penditures rash and extravagant beyond precedent, and the results entirely 
unsatisfactory. Should any yet continue to hold such views and, in conse- 
quence, be led to ask the question, " What have we got for our money ? " the 
answer is not wanting. 

1. The community is now provided with a system of Education which grants 
equal privileges for ^11 the children and youth of the city to gain a thorough 
acquaintance with those branches of study that will fit them to discharge the 
active duties of life in an efficient manner. 

.2. The schools have been so graded as to save the terrible waste of time to 
the pupils and loss of power to the teachers, inseparable from the old plan of 
placing children of the most diverse attainments under the same instructor. 

3. A course of study has been arranged and is now being pursued which 
recognizes the principle of mental development and growth, and provides the 
necessary aliment to make the mind vigorous and strong. 

4. An incentive has been given to teachers which was never before pre- 
sented, to fit themselves by continuous study out of school hours and diligent 
application to their duties in school, for the most advanced positions in their 
profession. 

The efforts of the Board of Trustees and its officers to create an esprit de corps 
among the cit}'^ teachers have been singularly successful, and, with scarcely an 
exception, the best energies of the teachers have been directed to the employ- 
ment of the most approved means of advancing the pupils entrusted to their 
care. It is gratifying to be able to state that although the closest and most 
constant supervision is exercised over the teachers by the members of the 
Board and its officers, there have been but very few cases calling for the exer- 
cise of the extreme power entrusted to the Board, although every teacher is 
fully aware that suspension or dismissal from service is sure to follow the vio* 
lation of those regulatiotis which have been established for the governing of 
the Public Schools. 

5. The city is provided with a staff of teachers, whose mental and moraj 
standing, and whose acquaintance with the intellectual wants and capskcities of 
their pupils and ability to provide for them to the fullest extent, entitle them 
to the confidence and esteem of the whole community. 

6. Instead of the old, dingy, dilapidated buildings which foro^erly disgracecj 
the city, and to which the children of all classes were confiued. for five or six 
hours a day, there have been provided, at the comparativQl^ s^iaJl outlay of 
$5,379-22 — only the interest on which the people are as^^d; tp. gay for the next 
twenty-five years — thirty-six buildings with eighty-aevei^j ropras, neat, cleaix 
and comfortable, and supplied with requisite cloak-rpo^QS and out-buildings. 

7. For the sum of ¥11,675*34 the city has been, for^iished ^yith t^yo splendiii 
school sites, most advantageously situated to ra.^t the y^^ants. of t-he neighbor- 
hoods in which they are located, for a long series of years:;: which sum was met 
by the issue and sale of debentures at pa7^ gayabje ii^: 1897, the |><^{4e being 
assessed meantime to pay the interest only upon iU 

8. For an outlay of $22,456*88 all the^ schools, of the city have been properly^ 
furnished and are now supplied with n^fifierjiigj for carrying forward the work of 
Education in a satisfactory mannQ% tip, hk^ealth, comfort, and progress of the 
children having been consulted QiJi^^W^- siep. This sum aJsQ W£^§ aiot by th^. 
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Bale of debentures at par^ the interest only being chargeable in the assessment 
from year to year. 

9. For $81,830-23 the Board of Trustees has carried on the Public Schools 
of the City for two years, giving instruction to no less than 6,444 pupils, who 
spent over thirty-six. per cent, of the wholp period under the instruction of 
teachers appointed by the Board at an annual cost of only §6.35 per pupil. 
This expenditure of $6.35 per pupil annually covered the rents of buildings, 
the payment of teachers' salaries, the care of school-rooms, the cost of wood, 
coal, water, light, books for indigent pupils, insurance of propei^ty and general 
maintenance, the payment of interest on debentures and loan, and the expenses 
of the oflSce, including the salaries of the Secretary and City Superintendent. 

10. Habits of cleanliness, order, application, industry and subjection to con- 
stituted authority, and the principles of goodness, truth, honesty, integrity, 
purity, kindness and good will, have been inculcated into the minds and pressed 
down upon the hearts and consciences of over six thousand children, whose 
future lives may well be expected to show the fruits of such culture ; while 
their minds have also been trained in the knowledge of those subjects which 
will assist them in coming years to provide for their necessities, whatever may 
be the position to which Providence may call them. 

Your Secretary in thus rehearsing what has been accomplished under the 
beneficent system of Education introduced by Legislative enactment two years 
ago, is not unmindful of the fact that the plans and operations of the Board of 
Trustees have not in some directions accomplished all that the promoters of 
the scheme may have hoped and expected. Much remains to be done before 
the system can be said to be perfect. Buildings of a superior character to any 
at present in use must be erected ; the grading of pupils must be more exact 
and the lines more finely drawn ; the physical, mental and moral characteristics 
of the pupils must be more carefully studied by the teachers ; parents and 
guardians must become more zealous to co-operate with those to whose training 
their children are entrusted, by seeing that they attend regularly and punctu- 
ally at the schools, and conform to the rules and regulations prescribed ; and 
the whole community must become impressed with the necessity for the pas- 
sage of an Act compelling the hundreds of children who now never enter a 
school, and who are growing up in ignorance, or acquiring only a knowledge of 
vice, to attend some one of the Public School departments for such a portion 
of the school year as will give them the advantages from which they at present 
Avillingly debar themselves. 

In closing this first report of the operations of the Board of School Trustees 
for the City of Saint John, your Secretary cannot but express the hope^that 
a careiiil consideration of the statements here set forth will allay any anxiety 
that may have been entertained with regard to the M'ork of Education, the 
manner in which it has been carried -forward by the Trustees, or the results 
accruing, and at the same time afford reasons for adhering with unflinching 
devotion to the great principles involved in the present system, and carrying 
them out with renewed energy in all future operations. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. March, Secretary. 
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SCHOOL SESSIONS, 



Official Statements respecting the number and length of daily School Sessions in the State 
of Massachusetts, the State of Rhode Island, the Province of ^Ontario, the City of 
Boston, the State of Maine, the State of Vermont, the State of New York, the City 
oflfew York, the Province of Quebec, the State of Pennsylvania, the State of Illinois, 
the State of 3Iichigan, and the State of Ohio; and the opinions of the Superintend- 
ents of Education of the said Countries and Cities respecting the same, 

[Circidar to Superintendents of Public Instruction.'] 

Education Office, Province of New Brunswick, 

Fredericton, Srd May, 1872. 
Sir, — I shall be obliged if yon will kindly give me by an early post, the result, in 
brief, of your observation and exponence on the following point: Whether one long ses- 
sion of five hours a day, or two short sessions of the same aggregate teaching hours, with 
an hour or, more for nooning, is the more satisfactory arrangement for the conduct of 
schools. 

Please state, also, what is tha pi'actice in 5'our cities and towns. 
.At present our schools in this country are in session five or six h(5urs, generally six ; 
white in the Towns five hours is the usual time. In all cases the day is divided into an 
A. M. and a F. M. Session. From present knowledge, I favor existing arrangements as 
the best for us. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

Theodore H. Rand, 
CJiief Superintendent for New Brunstvick, 



REPLIES. 

[All the replies received are given below, — no replies having been received from the 
Superintendents of the States of New Hampshire, Connecticut, and New Jersey.] 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
State House Library, Office of Agent of Board of Education, 

Boston, 7th 3fay, 1872. 

The Chief Superintendent of Pablic Instruction for the Province of New Brunswick: 

Dear Sir,— In reply to your letter making inquiry in regard to the expediency of one 
daily session instead of two sessions for schools, and* the practice of our Massachusetts 
schools in tliis respect, I would say, that from my own observation and experience I be- 
lieve that two sessions, as a general rule, are much better than one, and the general usage 
throughout our State accords with this. Very many High Schools, which are attended 
by the most advanced pupils from all parts of the city or town, coming often frbni a dis- 
tance of several miles, have one session a day, for obvious reasons. But as a general 
custom our schools have a morning session of three hours, then a recess of two hours, 
then an afternoon session of two or three hours, and this, in perhaps a majority of towns, 
for ^VQ successive days, giving the whole of Saturday for a holiday. In Boston, and 
several other places, the Wednesday and Saturday afternoon sessions are dispensed with, 
and only one session of three hours is held on those days. 

Your ohedient Servant, 
(Signed) Abner J. Phipps. 

General Agent of Mass, Board of Education, 



State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation, 

Department of Public Instruction, Providence, R, L, Sth May, 1872. 
Theodore II. Rand, Esq., Chief Superintendent of Education: 

My Dear Sir,— I hasten to reply to your communication of May 3rd. In our cities 
and towns the practice is almost universal of holding two daily sessions of school of threo 
houis each, from 9 to 12 a. m., and from 1 to 4 p. ir. In the cities the afternoon sessions 
usually extend from 2 to 6 p. m. 
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The only exception to the rule I have stated is to be found in connection with the 
Providence IIl<;h School, where nmny oflhe pupils attend from houses two miles or more 
from the school. The High School sessions are five hours in length — from 8 a. m. to 1 
p. M., with a half hour*s intermission. This plan has been in operation in the Girls* 
Department of the High School for several years, but was adopten in the Boys' Depart- 
ment only two weeks since. PnbUc sentiment hero is fully in sympathy with the six 
hour plan with two sessions. I am. myself, decidedly in favor of two daily sessions for 
all schools below a High School grade/ I believe our chiUh-en would lose in mental and 
physical for^, by a substitution of a continuous session of five hours in our Primary 
Schools. Possibly two hours in the forenoon and two in the afternoon, with a short re- 
cess, would be a better plan than the present. Whatever the number of hours per day,- 
I should most caiiiestly insist upon two sessions, with an interval of one or two hours*. 

Most truly, • 
(Signed) T. W. Bickwkll, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Department of Public Instruction for Ontario, 

Education Office, Toronto, l\th May, 1872. 
Theodore H. Rand, Esq., Chief Superintendent for New Brunswick: 

Sir, — I have the honor to state in reply to your letter of the 3rd inst., that our school 
regulations provide that the daily teaching hours in Public and High Schools shall not 
exceed six hours; but Trustees can reduce the number of daily teaching hours, if they 
think proper. However, no instance has to my knowledge occurred of their doing so. 

2. Our legal programme of studies and exercises in ail the Public and High Schools, 
boch in cities and townships, include six hours' teaching and studies each day, beginning 
at 9 A. M. to 12; then an hour's intermission, and resuming the exercises at 1 p. m. and 
continuing them until 4 p. m., with one or two short intervals of recreation of five or ten 
minutes each. This is our universal practice, and experience seems to justify its wisdom ; 
though one or two writers have advocated the reduction of the school teaching hours 
from^ix to four hours each day. 1 rather lean to that view myself, but the experiment 
Jias never been tried or i)roposed by any Board of School Tiusicus in the country, and 1 
think it best to let well enough alone. 

3. Every Saturday is by law a school holiday with us. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) E. TIyerson, Chief Sup' t for Ontario. 



City of Boston, 

SuperintendenVs Office, City Hall, Sth May, 1872. 
Theodore H. Hand, Esq., Chief Sup^t of Education for N. B.: 

My Dear Sir, — As the result of my observation and experience, I do not hesitate to 
say that, as a general rule, two school sessions a day, aggregating five hours, are better 
both for pupils and teachers, physically and intellectually, than one long session of live 
hours. This has been the practice, viz., the keeping of two short sessions a day, in the 
Primary and Grammar Schools of this city, from time immemorial, and I believe it is 
generallv sati<s factory. The case is diflferent with Central High Schools, in which we 
have one daily session of five hours. This plan is rendered necessary from the distance 
pupils have to travel. They cannot go home at noon, and it is not convenient for them 
to carry their dinners. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) John D. Philbrick, 

Superintendent Public Instruction. 



if-i 



State of Maine, 
_ Educational Department, Augusta, 1th May, 1872. 

Theodore H. Rand, Esq/: 

Your inquiries rjccivMl. Our preference is decidedly in favor oXtwo dailv sessions, 
three hours each, — a. m. and p. M., — instead of one session of five hours. This is the 
practice in all the country and village schools. In Portland the High School liolds single 
five hours sessions, the other schools two sessions. In Augusta the High School has 
changed from the single to the ** two " sessions. We prefer the two sessions daily. 

Yours mngt respectfully, 
(Signed) Warren Johnston, Superintendent. 
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State op Vermont, 
Office of Board of Education^ Burlmgton, 20lh May^ 1872. 
Theodore H. K/VND, Esq., Chief SupH of Education, Fredericton, N, B.: 

Dear Sir, — Absence from home has prevented me from sooner replying to your 
letter of 3rd inst. My observation and experience fully satisfy me that two school ses- 
sions per day are better than one, if the school day is* to be more than four hours in 
length. In all the country schools in this State, and also in nearly all the Jarge villages, 
the school day consists of two sessions of three hours each, with a noon recess of one 
hour to one hour thirty minutes. In this city our schools are in session from 9 a. m. to 
12 M., ajld froiTw 2 to 4V. M., for five days per week. I think this arrangement a good 
one in cities and large villages. Very truly yours, 

(Signed) John H. French, Secretary.^ 

State op New York, 
Department of Public Instruction, Superintendent's Office, Albany, May 0th, 1872. 
Theodore H. Rand, Esq., Chief Sup' t of Education, Fredericton, iV". B.: 

Sir, — My observations lead to the conclusion that in all cases in which school is 
taught for as much as five hours a day, it is best to have an intermission of an hour or 
more between the morning and afternoon sessions. After two or three hours of study 
and recitation, the young people need exercise and recreation. The practice of giving 
an intermission between the morning and afternoon sessions is quite general in the Com- 
mon Schools of this State. Your obedient Servant,- 

(Signed) Abram B. Weaver, State SupH. 

Department of Purlic Instruction, 

* Superintendent's Office, New York, Sth May, 1872. 

Theodore H. Rand, Esq., Chief Superintendent of Education, 2f. B,: 

Dear Sir, — I am in receipt of yours of the 3rd instant, making certain inquiries in 
relation to school sessions. Our practice is to open the schools at 9 o'clock a. m., and 
close at 3 p. m., giving oiie hour's intermission at 12 m., during which the pupils leave 
school for dinner. Formerly, we kept a continuous session from 9 till 3, with a brief 
intermission for lunch, the children not being permitted to leave school. Against this 
arrangement there was much complaint on the part of parents and teachers. The former 
stated that the health of their children suffered in consequence of it; the latter found that 
the pupils became too wearied to apply their minds efficiently to the exercises. The 
present plan works well, and meets with no opposition or complaint. 

Your own arrangements in New Brunswick seem to be nearly the same, and I think 
your views are entirely correct in regard to the inexpediency of change. Nothing is 
gained by confining children to their mental tasks too continuously; there should be, in 
my judgment, frequent changes and intermissions. This we deem to be especially re- 
quisite in the elementary stages, as you will perceive bv examining the Course of Studies 
which I mail herewith. Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Henry Kiddle, Superintendent, 

Ministry of Public Instruction, Quebec, llth May, 1872. 
Theodore H. Rand, Esq., Chief Sup't of Education, 2f. B.: 

Sir, — ^l am directed by the Hon. the Minister of Public Instruction to reply in answer 
to yours of the 3rd inst., that the custom throughout the Province of Quebec is, to have 
two sessions of about two and a half hours each. 

The question has been often discussed at Teachers' Associations in different parts of 
the country, and always.resulted in favor of two short sessions rather than one long one. 
Amongst many reasons glyen were — the severity of the climate, the great distance that 
some children had to travel after the close of the day, the health of the children, the diffi- 
culty of keeping up the attention towards the evening, &c. &c. These are only a few of 
the arguments in favor of the a. m. and p. m. sessions. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) Louis Giard, Secretary, 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 

Department of Common Schools, Harrisburg, Sth May, 1872, 
Theodore H. Eand, Esq., Chief Sup't of Education, JST, B.: 

Dear Sir, — School hours in Pennsylvania ai-c arranged very much the same way as 
in New Brunswick. The custom is nearly uniform, both in town and countiy, of having 
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two sessions a day, each of about tlirco lionrs iii lcn;?th. I am of the opinion tlia 
would be unwise to change this arranoeinent, for this amon<i^ other less important r 
sons, it gives rest and relief to pupils. The two last of a consecutive session of six ho 
with young children, are almost wholly lost, perhaps worse than lost. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) T. P. "Wickersham, 

State Sup^tlof Common Schools 






Department of Public Instruction, Illinois, 

SuperintendenVs Office, Springfield, 10th Mayy 1872 
TuEODORE II. Hand, Esq., Chief Sup' t of Education, Fredericton, N, B,: 
% Dear Sir, — I have had the honor lo receive yours of the i3rd inst. I am very (li 
cidedly of the opinion that two sessions of school a day, with an intermission betweci 
of one or two hours, is much preferable to one long session. It is the universal custof 
with country schools in this State to have two sessions; and very generally iu the citi< 
cxcejjt in the High Schools. Very respectfully yours, 

(Signed) Newton Bateman, 

State Sup't of Fublic Instruction, lllinoi 



State of Michigan, Department of Public Instruction, 

Office of Superintendent, Lansing, lUh May, 1872. 
Theodore II. Rand, Esq., Chief SupH of Education, Fredericton, K. B,: 

Dear Sir, — Yours of the Ord inst. is received, and contents noted. The universe 
practice with us is, for the schools to hold a morning and afternoon session, having a it 
cess of two hours or an hour and a half at noon. During the Winter months some ot oj 
schools tried the five hours plan with a short recess at noon, and found the arrangeme 
in many respects a good one, but on the whole preferred the two sessions with long! 
recess. 

Our practice corresponds entirclywith yours, live hours being the time devoted 
school work iu the larger towns and six in the district schools, as we term them. In t 
towns, nearly six hours are consumed in the school work and various exercises connect 
with tlie school. In the graded schools of our villages and large towns, the primary an 
intermediate pupils are four hours only in the school — two hours in the morning and tv 
in the afternoon. In our large school-buildings the number of pupils is very large, oft( 
1,000 or more are assembled in the same building. To relieve trom all confusion arisii 
from dismissing so many at once, the time for dismissing the pupils from the diftere 
rooms varies five minutes. The lowest Primary is closed first, and in five minutes tl 
next higher, and so on through the school ; no loud talking or laughing, or any noi 
whatever, being allowed in the halls or on the school grounds (in retiring). 

I think what I have said answers fully your enquiries. It has given me great pleasu 
to do this, and I hope this mutual interchange may be continued. ' 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Oramel IIosford, 

State Sup't Fublic Instructio 

Office of State Com»ussion of Common Schools, 

Columbus, Ohio, 10th May, 1873. 
Theodore H. Rand, Esq., Chief Sup't of Education, Fredericton, N, B.: 

Dear Sir,— The practice in Ohio is much the same as in New Brunswick — two sdl 
sions per day, of about three hours each. Tlfe recess at m. is from one to two hours loiif 
Usually, there is a recess of about fifteen minutes, near the, middle of each session, whic 
is counted as part of the three hours. In a few schools for advanced (High School) pu- 
pils, in our cities and large towns, there is a tendency to adopt the plan of holding one 
session of about fiyc hours each day, closing the session in time for late dinner. This! 
plan is found to be very convenient in bad weather, and when a considerabie number of 
pupils reside some distance from the school-building. Yours truly, 

(Signed) Thomas W. Harvey, 

State Commissioner. 
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